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PREFACE. 


IN  this  paper  book  is  contained  several  writings 
and  letters  to  several  particular  persons ;  some  to  the 
believers  of  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  and  others 
to  unbelievers  that  were  moderate,  and  some  to  those 
that'  wiere  despisers,  as  will  be  seen  in  those  that  read 
them. 

These  writings  and  letters  were  written  by  John 
Eeeve  and  Lodowicke  Muggleton,  the  two  last  Wit- 
nesses and  true  Prophets  that  God  will  ever  send,  to 
the  end  of  the  world. 

These  writings  and  letters  were  gathered  from  many 
partS' of  England,  and  copied  out  of  the  original  let- 
ters sent  by  John  Reeve  and  myself,  by  a  true  be- 
liever, and  one  of  the  blessed  of  the  Lord  to  eternity, 
namely,  Alexander  Delamaine  the  elder.  He  hath 
taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  gather  these  letters 
from  all  parts,  and  to  copy  them  out  in  this  book, 
and  to  send  the  originals  to  the  parties  again. 

These  writings  and  letters  are  distinct  from  all  that 
have  been  printed,  and  never  was  public  to  the  world, 
although  we  have  printed  and  published  many  books 
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PREFACE. 

to  the  world,  wherein  life  and  death  hath  been  set 
before  all  people. 

And  some  few  hath  chosen  life  rather  than  death, 
and  hath  believed  our  report  concerning  thbse  two 
great  mysteries,  how  God  became  flesh,  and  how  the 
devil  became  flesh. 

Upon  these  two  dependeth  salvation  and  damna- 
tion of  men  and  women ;  which  multitudes  of  people, 
who  hftlh  9eefi  these  books,  aAd  heard  of  tfaem,  their 
ejles.  .be«D®  ;b)ioded»  and  their  hearts,  hardened,  hath 
gone.tbUt;  bcowJ  way  of  despising  the  mygtary  <?f  God^ 
andltiejndystery  of  the  right  devil,  and  8o.halh\goQ^ 
th^  bro^  wa^f  .itito  eternal  ./destruction,  and.  liaih 
chosen  death  rather  than  life,  , ;  ;, 

LADd  Ihpu^;  ^ere  is  enough  printed  tomakejiie 
mtiD  of  Oodperlecti  as  to  lift?  .an4  ss^v&tiomi,  to  .^^bt? 
ntty'j  ;y«t,  *ftejwiy  decease,  whpeyer  6hiE»ll  come  tq 
hear  these  letters  read  in  this  book*  if  they  have  aqy 
true  light  of  faith  in  them,  will  see  how  the  biasing 
of  hdav^  idid  tun  in  the  days^  of  a  propbet,.;andJhpw 
happy. were  those  persons  that  were  under  it;  stnd 
shall. wish  th«y  had  lived  in  those , days,  and shcU) 
rejoice  theyaw  counted  worthy  to  hear  thes^  letters 
that  never  were  printed. 

:    liODOWICKE  MUGGLETON.   ! 
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AN  ACROSTIC. 


P  erase  with  Joy,  my  Friends,  the  sacred  Lines 
R  eeve  and  Muggleton  wrote  by  Power  divine, 
/   nspir'd  by  Christ  the  God  whom  we  adore, 
N  o  more  our  God  will  send  till  Time's  no  more. 
T  his  writing  long  in  Manuscript  did  lie,  * 
E  v'n  now  made  poblick  to  the  faithful  ey^ 
D  ominion.  Power,  and  Praise  to  God  on  high. 


I 


JB  y  Friends  t  these  Letters  together  were  collected, 
Y  ea  then  transcribed,  and  now  in  Print  jierfiKJted. 

S  uch  was  the  soul's  desire  pfad&uMffnd  ^ijat  sleepsH, 
U  nto  us  hath  made  known  these  sacred  sheets ;  .  a: 
B  ut  Praise  to  God  'tis  done  by  some  expence, 
S  uch  Truths  to  see,  how  ^eat  the  reqompence  f 
C  ombine  in  Lore  ye  Sonaj  of  Faith,  and  siag,,, .  . 
R  eturn  all  Praise  to  Chrikt  your  God  and  Kmg. 
/  t  was  for  us  his  preciousj  Blood  w^isspiird,  . 
P  our^d  forth  his  Soul,  yeaj  the  Akniglrty^kiiria: . 
T  hen  at  the  Time  decreed  my  God  arose, 
I  n  Triumph  over  death  ai^d  all  his  Foes/j 
O  n  high  ascends  eternally:  to  reign^       ..     .:/ ;  1  .. 
N  ow  we  are  longing  till  he  comes  again.  : 

— — — : •'  •  •  .  ■^"    '   I" 

»  Id  the  hands  of  Mr.  Cook,  DtstiUer,  at  VaaxbuH,  9wi^« 

t  Alexander  Delamaine  and  Tobiah  Teny. 

D  ThcMiias  Tompkioion,  in.bitf  pre&ce  to  the  Acts. 
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AN 

EPISTLE 


TO 


THE    RECORDER    STEEL^ 

OCTOBER  28,  1658. 


SIR, 

YOU  may  remember  at  the  Sessions  in  the 
Old  Bailey,  on  October  14,  and  15,  we  had  a  trial 
before  your  honour ;  and,  sir,  you  may  remember 
we  gare  your  honour  notice  before  our  trial,  that  you 
had  no  commission  from  God  to  be  the  judges  of  mat- 
ten  of  faith  concerning  God  ;  for  vou  must  under-- 
stand  that  all  spiritual  power  wholly  resides  in  God's 
person,  or  in  the  person  of  God,  until  his  pleasure  is 
to  communicate  it  unto  his  creatures ;  whose  pleasure 
it  was  to  make  choice  of  us  two  only  to  be  the  judges 
of  blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Spirit,  because  no  man 
clearly  knew  the  Lord  until  we  were  commissionated 
by  yoioq  of  words  from  heaven,  to  declare  what  the 
true  God  is ;  yet  notwithstanding,  your  honour,  with 
the  ^uy,  Mve  se&tence  a^nst  us  as  blasphemers,  be« 
cause  we  declared  Jesus  Christ  to  be  the  onty  God^ 
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xind  everlasting  Father ;  and  that  there  was  no  other 
God  in  heaven  or  in  earth  but  the  man  Jesus  only. 

Sir,  we  must  tell  you,  that  we  cannot  break  the 
civil  law,  but  we  are  made'examples  in  fulfilling  of  it 
to  the  whole  world  :  wherefore  whosoever  tries  us  by 
the  law  of  thelanj^^iit  is  allowed  as  if.hctijed  his  God 
by  the  civil  law  as  the  Jews  did,  because  we  cannot 
break  your  law,  but  fulfil  it  as  aforesaid.  Let  your 
honour  judge  whether  the  sentence  of  eternal  death 
upon  our  accusers  be  not  just ;  for  we  did  them  no 
wrong;; ii^ word  or  in^dkjed. ;  .  _       1  -  i  «  1' 

llhey  came  to  our  houses,  and  spake  evil  things 
they  knew  not,  a?  inpst  men  do ;  and  we,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  commission  of  God,  returned  their  blas- 
phemy upon  their  own  heads,  which  provoked  them 
with  a  warrant  to  bring  us  before  the  lord  mayor ; 
who,  joining  with  our  blasphemous  persecutors,  he 
came  under  the  sentence  of  eternal  death  with  them. 
Is  it  not  a  marvellous  thing,  that  you  that  are  raa- 

spirit  of  discerning  to  judge 
criptur^s,  and  the'l&w  of  the 
ist^ud  thata)he.)Civilila}*  In-*-  * 
lowledge  qf  Go<t ; :  'therefore 
itjix  aujtbiQajity. :  from.'  m^Djtt»  / 
unts  cQtioer>ningitiie  brttat^i 
[it  not  to  take  upoiiybu  <to»> 
iOt  desire  to  break  your  law :  ^ 
im  that  sent  us,.- we  cannot | 
K)n  or  estate,  although  tlitty>  ^ 
would  kill  05-;^ yet  j^jppngst  you  thtifc  is. sentence! 
given  9^ainst  us  to  remain  six  months  in.prison,  fbir  * 
deglaring  the  ]V!f ap.^^S;Us  to  be .  the  only  God  axid  ever-i  > 
lastijn'i^  Father. ^  \ jWjbjcb  you ,  thmk  'is    blasphemy^  1 
W^i^rp'fdre  or^jnpTe  from  the  Lord  Jesus;- i^e  ft) w*^^ 
^dxi^'ypu^]^^  topi^atpi  ffiKftbwith*9  d«d|t«I'' 
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Auito  iu^<the!lk>t>dVancsseh^i«^  ihat^^lfa'diNyA'i'i'fl're 
^*rdkti  tl>:;be/bk8teheinyithat  the'jiiiy  bi-6ugh|tMh 
bgftioisttis  jvbichitfjoui disobey] 'tlien'  In'  obedi&tit6 
jgntO;tbe  JfxmiQiissiDn  of  ttie  'Lord'Jesub,'  "with'  i\kf$t 
gdntlcnoi  of  thejurjrthat  are'^Htyof  thatr'iittjmt 
aeiitence,  fironvthe  presencef  of  f hfe  OLJoilrf  Jesti$  QWl  j^t, 
^lect  men  and  angels,  we -pronouwce  you  cursed  ?ind 
damned,  soul  dnd  body,  to  all  eternity;    '  '•  ■ ' 

JOriN  REEVE,  and 
LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON,; 

The  Two  last  Witnesses  and  Prwhets^ ,  and  onhr  Ministers 
of  the  everlasihtg  Gospel^  by  Voidmission  of  the  Jloly 
Spirit  of  the  Lard  Jesus  Cfmsty  God  alone^  blessed  to  all 
Eternity. 


J.   r      (n;-i: 


A  Letter  presented  unto  Aiderman  FauRif  [Lord  ]\tayox' 

'  ^  of ,  London,  from  tfietwo  Witnesses  aif^  tjr^oncr^  ^ 

/  Jesus  Christy  in  ^ewgate^  as  an  et/f^r^qi^p^f^sg  >mti>^ 

^  hin\^^  ipitka  D^fl};irqiti(m  ur^to  the  RecordepSttBl^and 

t  theiLord  Chief  JusiiteRiMies,  »itH.  the^k^nbl&'Bench 

i i  andi  Ju¥if  ;^  ^d  in  general^  unto  atf  CivlfMctgiisirates 

'^itnd  Juries  in  the  IfVorici  :  John  Reeve;^  ana  Lodbwicke 

^^^Mu^ieton,  the  two  ifist  spiritual  Witn^sses^  a^4  trttei 

■  ^TQffhets^.  and  onfy  Ministers  of  the  tnerluiing  Goipel^ 

. .  fjg/i  X^mrmfsiom  from  4be  Holy  Spirit  of  thifi  1ru»  Gi>di 

utheiLordJemts  Christ,  God  and  Man,  in  one  Person, 

'  ^blt^ihUfvallEiernitj/. 

"•BY  Vi«!ufe'"6(foul''fcoidmission,  received  by  voice  of 
words,  from  the  glorious  mouth  of  the  only  true  God 
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upon  the  throne  .of  Glory,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christy  we 
MDMil  makenaoifest  vote  mm,  whiat  the  fowidatiott 
is  of  the  power  of  the  civil  m^strate,  and  that  he 
x>ught  not  to  meddle  with  spiritual  things,  whidiGod 
hath  reserved  himt^^  not  allowing  any  man  to  touch 
them  upon  pai^  of  eternal  death,  but  those  only  by 
him  anoint^  £or  that  purpose ;  first,  we  dedare  that 
the  Scriptures  were  givep  by  iospiratibn  of  the  Holy 
Spirit ;  therefore,  €pc<:ept  the  magbtrates  were  in^ 
spired  with  the  same  spirit  as  those  that  speak  the 
Scriptures,  tbeyoogbt  not  to  judge  any  man  by 
them,  but  ought  rather  to  yield  obedience  themselves 
unto  holy  Writ,  ,or  tljey  must  perish  to  eternity. 
Again,  i^e  declare  from  the  Holy  Spiriti  that  since 
God  became  flesh,  no  civil  ma^strate  hath  any  au- 
thority from  above  to  be  the  judge  of  any  man's 
faith,  because  it  is  a  spiritual  invisible  gift  from  God, 
that  gives  a  man  assurance  of  everlasting  life ;  but  the 
magistrate's  authority  is  to  judge  the  civil  laws  of  the 
land,  which  is  grounded  only  upon  reason;  but  the 
things  of  eternity  are  from  God,  who  is  from  eternity 
to  eternity,  therefore  faith  is  the  evidence  of  things 
hoped  for,  and  reason  is  jud^e  of  things  that  are 
visible :  as  for  you  that  are  skilful  in  the  law  of  rea- 
son, as  soon  as  you  hear  an  action  to  be  a  broach  of 
the  law,  you  understand  presently  what  punishment 
belongs  to  the  fact;  therefore  the  Apostle  aaith. 
The  magistrate  is  the  minister  of  God  for  good  to  them 
that  do  well,  and  a  terror  to  the  evil  doer. '  Again,  we 
declare  from  the  Lord,  that  no  magistrate,  by  his 
power  fronl  the  law  of  reason,  ought  to  usurp  the 
law  of  faith  into  his  authority,  because  the  law  of 
reason  is  utterly  ignorant  of  the  law  of  faith,  the  one 
being  cafbal,  and  the  other  being  spiritual ;  there- 
fore, what  magistrate  soever  takes  upon  him  to  be 
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the  jiHlge  of  ust  who  are  the  messen^rs  of  fiiith  in 
the  true  Grod,  they  are  eDemies  to  the  Lord  Jmrn 
Christ,  and  shall  surely  perish  to  etermt^r.  A^udi 
from  the  Lord  Jesus  we  forewarn  you  that  are  ma* 
gistrates/  before  it  is  too  late^  that  you  tread  not  in 
tl^  lord  mayor's  steps,  presumptuously  to  take  upon 
you  to  judge  this  commissibu  of  the  two-edged  sword 
of  Grod  put  into  our  mouths,  which,  if  you  are  left  so 
to  do,  it  will  cut  you  in  sunder  from  the  piriesence  of 
our  God  to  all  eternity ;  for  our  God  is  a  consuming 
fire,  who  did  pronounce  Us  cursed  to  eternity,  had 
we  not  obeyed  his  voice;  therefore  we  perfectly 
know  whoever  is  left,  great  or  small,  to  speak  evil  of 
this  commission,  which  God  hath  put  unto  us,  by 
calling  it  blasphemy,  delusion,  a  devil,  or  lie  ;  in  so 
doing,  they  have  sinned  asainst  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
must  pensh,  soul  and  body,  from  the  presence  of  our 
God,  elect  men  and  angels,  to  all  eternity ;  ibr  God 
hath  chosen  us  two  only,  and  hath  put  the  two- 
edged  swcxrd  of  the  Spirit  into  our  mouths,  as  before- 
said,  that  whom  we  are  made  to  pronounce  blessed^ 
are  blessed  to  eternity,  and  whom  we  are  made  to 
pronounce  cursed,  are  cursed  to  eternity ;  and  this 
power  no  mortal  can  take  out  of  our  handt,  neither 
will  our  God  any  more  give  such  power  unto  men 
whilst  the  world  endures.  Therefore,  you  that  are 
judges  of  this  earth,  be  wise  and  learned,  and  meddle 
wil£  those  things  which  you  know  in  this  world  only, 
and  call  jiot  your  God  to  account  at  your  bar ;  for 
whoever  arraigneth  a  prophet  at  his  judgmentnieat, 
it  is  all  one  as  arraignmg  his  Grod,  for  a  prophet  com- 
eth  in  the  name  and  power  of  his  God  ;  therefore  he 
that  despiseth  the  prophet,  despiseth  him  that  sent 
him;  J^flin,  we  declare  fit>m  the  Lord  Jesus,  if  any 
magistrate  pretends  to  be  a  preacher  of  tlie  Gospel, 
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•fl  'no'l.riMilr  :  >,.  )  -i;;  |  ;  t  >M<»fj  hrii;M.nr;f|  xH  fri  i\V\ 
\.\^<  tirfl  nrifi  f!  f  t-iqr'-.:>  t>nf|":q  "ilj  ril  >>i(p'j|)  hwh  1 
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sure  of  that  God,  that  neither  will  nor  can  ^ve  his 
glory  to  another. 

MyiearFrkmdi 

Be  not  deceived  with  men's  crafty  words,  who 
have  no  true  spiritual  distinction  in  them ;  for  if  anv 
mortal  man  have  dwelling  in  him  the  eternal  Spirit*  all 
the  motions,  thoughts,  words  and  actions  of  that  man 
must  needs  be  as  pure,  holy  and  powerful  as  God 
himself,  because  thou  knowest  they  proceed,  from  a 
pure,  holy,  and  glorious  spirit.  But,  of  the  contrary, 
if  thou  peiiceivest  a  measure  of  light  only  abiding  m 
thee,  which  thou  in  mercy  hast  received  from  an 
everlasting  Jesus  without  tiiee,  then  thou  often  seest 
darkness  in  thee  asr  well  as  light ;  for  lieht  entei^ 
not  into  sinners  to  make  them  spiritusu  gods  one 
over  anothi^,  but  shini^  into  them  to  discover  their 
natural  enmity^  continually  warring  against  a  Grodof 
eternal  love  towards  them ;  and  not  only  so,  but  to 
prevent  alsto  their  former  darkness  from  tyrannizing 
m  them  for  ever,  yea,  and  to  consolate  their  elect 
brethren  by  their  spiritual  experiences. 

'Whetefor^  from  a  divine  gift  which  I  have  freely 
received  from  ah  unerring  Spirit,  I  say  unto  thee, 
that  those  men  which  labour  to  persuade  their 
hearers,  that  if  they  diligently  barken  to  Uie  light 
tlKat  is  in  them, '  they  may  attain  to  such  a  power, 
as  to  be  dead  in  this  body  from  all  kind  of  mward 
d^neas,  sin^  or  ev3,  have  uttered  the  felsiest  doctrine 
tKat  \eVer  ^  declared  to  men.  Moreover,  if  die 
light  of  lifb^temal  be.  thy  guide,  thou  must  needs 
know  ttieui  it^asiieither  the  justifying  light  of  Christ 
wtthlik^  ni^,' ndi  nor  the  spirit  of  Christ  without 
mtaii  tUitind^ed  llioie  men  to  speak  or  write  to  the 
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people ;  but  it  w^  their  ofro  lying  iin^ginatioa 
)rhich  hurri^  them  about  to  tx^get  proselytes  to 
thetiMselves  in  the  man  Christ  Jesus's  stead,  who  alone 
M  Qod  QV^r  all,  bk$$edfor  ever  md  ever.    Amen, 

He  that  is  born  of  God  sinneth  not ;  that  is,  he  is 
oot  left  to  bis  own  heart,  to  comnjit  the  unpardoaahl? 
sin  of  unbelief  in  the  true  God,  in  despising  the  spirit 
pf  Christ  Jesus,  to  be  the  only  Lord  God  of  his  sqdva- 
ti(Ma.     He  that  bdievetk  ihall  be  Mved.  but-he  that  ^- 
lievcth  not  is  condemned  already ;  not  because  he  hath 
not  believed  in  a  God,  or  Christ  that  is  within  him, 
but  because  he  hath  not  believed  in  a  personal  God 
or  Christ  that  is  without  him,  whose  Divine  Majesty 
is  crowu^d   with   such   immortal,    bright,   burning 
glory,  that  if  be  did  not  veil  his  fiery  nature  within 
his  own  blessed  body,  the  glory  of  it  is  so  trapscen- 
ide»My  infinite,  that  he  in  m  moment  would  consume 
^1  created  beings  to  powder.     He  that  commiited 
that  sin  of  calling  God  a  liar,  which  is  the  sin  of  not 
bej^eving  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  aforesaid,  or  he 
thtit  maketb  glorious  pretences  of  unfeigned  Iqvc  to 
Chriit  and  his  tender-hearted  people,  and  yet  secretly 
lieth  »nder  the  power  of  carnal  fijtbiness ;  such  a 
,mafi  is  JK)t  ooly  ot  his  firfher  the  4evil,  (c.ufsed  Cain) 
b»l  he  also  is  a  very  devil  himself.  He  thai  sqith  he  hatfi 
nQ  sin  in  him^  is  a  Oifr,  and  the  truth  is  nfit  in  /liffi ;  that 
is,  he  that  saith  Christ  is  so  powerfully  risen  in  him, 
.  jbhat  all  moitions,  thought  and  desire  pf  sin  against 
God  or  roaa,  is  po'fectlv  done  away,  that  man  js  an 
'  horrible  I iar^  ana  a  deaoly  enemy  to  Itll  bumble  an4 
^bcoken  hearted  saints;    for  their  .>?aibural   re^lli- 
X)us  warrijagAgaiwt  tfee  tight  withiti  them,  and  the 
Lord;<tf  /Glory,  without  th^pj.     OJil    my  prtjcious 
iffie^f&t  whom  my  soul  ^ifitually  tuayelleth,  till 
pbQMWtArmly  e3taWiibed.lvi|:bgi0r49H^  w:hich 
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are  eternal,  not  with  empty  notions  proceeding  from 
an  imaginary  God  or  Christ  within  men,  only  which 
with  Syrenian  songs  is  very  pleasing  to  the  carnal 
ear,  which  may  delude  some  undiscerning  spirits  for 
a  season,  nor  with  pharisaical  looks,  sighs  and  groans, 
to  be  seen  of  men,  which  is  nothing  else  but  the 
effects  of  men's  crafty  words  and  gestures  proceeding 
from  man's  fleshly  wisdom,  which  is  abominable  in 
the  sight  of  our  God,  who  is  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
in  the  eternal  heavens  above  the  stars.  • 

-  Jkfy  beloved  Friend^ 

Give  me  leave  a  little  to  reason  with  thee,  about 
things  of  the  greatest  concernment :  what  excellent 
truths  above  other  men  hast  thou  heard  from  the 
<:hief  speakers  of  the  Quakers  ?  didst  thou  ever  hear 
them  speak  to  the  purpose  ?  or  speak  at  all  of  any 
God  or  Christ,  but  what  is  in  man  only  ?  or  didst 
thou  ever  hear  them  speak  of  a  bodily  glory  and 
misery  to  come  sensibly  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  saints 
in  the  highest  heavens,  and  lo  be  endured  by  the 
^erpent«  in  this  world  at  the  day  of  eternal  ac- 
counts ?  or  dost  thou  see  the  image  or  likeness  of 
the  true  Jesus  in  that  ministry  ?  the  true  and  living 
Jesus  rejected  not  the  company  of  publicans  and 
sinners,  even  when  his  light  appeared  not  in  them  ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  do  they  not  rashly  condemn 
those  men  that  soberly  oppose  them,  and  shun  the 
company  of  those  that  are  not  of  their  opinion,  as 
serpents ;  much  like  unto  those  hypocrites  of  old, 
^ho  said,  Stand  farther  off,  for  we  are  more  holy 
than  you.  Moreover,  in  all  their,  speakings  and 
writings  to  the  people,  do  they  not  make  a  grand 
idol  of  the  word  Light,  and  occasion  men  to  worship 
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it. aB  their,  only  God  ;  as  if  mere  ]sfords  wpre  to  be 
adored  without  a  person,  or  worshipped  within  the 
bodi^  o£  sinful  matt  as  a  God  :  or  as  if  those  that  en- 
joy true  light  in  them,  have  such  a  measure  of  God 
in  them,. that  they  stapd  in  no  need  of  any  God 
without  them  in  tb^  least. 


My  dear  Friend^ 

.  Thou  knowest  men  of  unstable  spirits,  child- 
like or  rather  fool-like,  are  easily  taken  with  every 
wind  of  doctrine  ;  but  if  thou  hast  a  spirit  of  true 
discerning  in  thee,  thou  wilt  be  made  thoroughly 
then  to  try  the  spirits  and  doctrines  of  men,  whether 
they  be  of  God  or  no,  before  thou  embrace  them  ; 
having  been  in  the  fire  of  the  devil  already,  I  hope 
thou  ha^t;gainf d  experience.  Wherefore,  for  thy 
clearer  sight  concerning  of  the  fallacy  of  all  speakers;, 
.>vhich:$ay:  the  Lord  Jehovah,  or  Jesps,  sent  them, 
ft  shall  giyCj  some  discovering  characters ;  he  that 
saith  tht,'  everlasting  spiritual  God  or  Father  bpcamc 
not  a  perfect  man  of  unspotted  flesh,  blood,  and 
bope, .  was  never  moved  by  the  spirit  pf  God  or 
Christ,  to  preach  or  speak  to  the  people  ;  or  he  that 
saith,  that  spirit  which  is  dwelling  in  the  glorious 
body  of  Christ  Jesus,  is  not  the  alone  everlasting 
Father,  God  and  Man  in  one  distinct  person  glorified,. 
ist  x?9p^  pf  Christ^s  messenger  ;  or  he  that  saith  God 
is  not  in  the  form  of  a  man,  but  is  an  infinite  spirit 
essentially  abiding  in  all  creaturesi,  .tihat  mao  is  a 
liar,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  him  ;  or  he  that  saith 
Christ's  godhead  died  not  in  the  flesh,  and  did  not 
quicken  and  raise  his  manhood  to  life  again,  and  in 
that  body  of  flesh  and  bone,  did  not  ascend  into  a 
kingdom  of  glory  in  another  world,  the  deep  things 
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of  God  i$  uitetl^  hid  froint  that  ii^an  ;  or  &6  that 
saith  all  niankind  proif^eeded  from  the  )6tiis  of >  the 
first  man  Adatn,  Is^  ignorant  of  the  two  Scripture 
seeds  (natiiely)  the  setid  of  the  woman »  atid  tbe  seed 
of  the  serpent,  th^refdrd  he  is  none  of  Christ^s  stodg- 
ing ;  or  he  that  saith  mens  souls  do  not*  die<  i^ith 
their  bodies,  and  sleep  together  in  the  dust  of  the 
earth,  till  the  Lord  Jesus,  by  the  mighty  power  of 
his  word  speaking  only,  do  raise  them  unto  life  again 
at  the  last  day,*^  that  man  is  in  deep  darkness,  not 
knowing  the  Scriptures,  or  the  power  of  God ;  or 
he  that  says  mens  bodies  only  perish  (and  not  tlie 
sbuls)  will  be  saved  at  the  last,  that  man  i4  a  liat^, 
and  the  tfuth  Is  not  in  hiin. 

JOear  tHcnd, 

Thus  far  was  I  moved  to  write  unto  thee,  as  ah 
eternal  witness  between  us,  when  the  secrets  of  all 
hearts  shall  be  opened.  If  thou  seest  good,  thoti 
mayst  present  this  epistle  to  the  view  of  those  men 
called  Quakers  ;  not  that  I  can  expect  a  good  issue 
from  any  of  them,  unless  God  hath  endowed  therii 
with  hearing  eard,  unjudging,  meek  and  pati^t 
spirits.  ^ 

Thine  in  all  eternal  excellencies, '         ■ 

JOHN  REEVE; 

Sepeevt»erSO,  1654. 
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An  Epistle  of  John  Reeve  U>  Christopher  HUL 

•  r 

IN  tbe  eternal  true  Jesus,  my  aoiil  salutes  you 
all :  I  have  received  your  love^-tokens/  which  is.  a 
vessel  of  cyder  and  a  sixpence  :  my  joy  in  the  Lord 
is  encreased  by  your  coonmunion  with  each  other. 
I  trust  to  the  praise  of  his  glory,  his  light  and  lOve 
shall  abound  in  you  more  and  more,  for  the  strength^ 
eningyou  in  the  inward  man,  and  confounding;  all 
gainsayers  in  your  outward  conversations :  neither  I 
nor  my  wife  are  in  perfect  health ;  eipeot^ly  my 
wife,  who  is  very  ilU  and  has  been  so  about  sijt 
weeks:  so  hoping  of  your  wel£ire  to  his  infinite 
grace,  I  commend  you,  and  remain  your  friend  and 
brother  in  Christ  Jesus.    Out  eUer  brother.  . 

JOHN  REEVE. 

?•  S.  Brother  Christopher,  if  my  mother  comes 
up,  pray  tell  hei*  she  need  not  trouble  herself  about 
any  more  goods  at  present,  but  a  bolster  and  a  little 
more  covering  for  the  bed  ;  and  as  for  that  you  sent 
for,  you  shall  nave  it  next  week,  God  willing. 


A.-  -     ■  ..... 


/      ,' 


An  EpistJe  x^  John  Reevf  t^^  Ckriftqpker  Hiii,   dflted 
London,  Julp  it,  1T67V 

Ijovmg  Friend  in  pun  truths 

I  RECEIVED  the  six  shillings  arid  the  fiat, 
and  tbe  eijghteeii-pence  you  sent  me  t^  a  tak,eti^'  I 
am  ntit  a  little  joyed    fot    ©ur  brothef  Martyn's 
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likelihood  of  recovery,  with  your  wife's  safe  delivery. 
But  my  chiefest  rejoycing  for  you  all  is,  your  rieality 
to  the  things  you  have  received  from  our  ever-loving 
Father,  which  is  the  living  Jesus  in  a  bodily  form  ; 
this  is  a  riddle  to  your  elect  brethren,  even  through 
the  whole  world,  unless  it  be  to  a  few.  Oh  1  blessed 
are  you  that  you  are  of  that  num^ber,  unto  whom  it 
is  in  some  measure  unfolded  ;  for  by .  this  meians  you 
are  delivered  from  all  carnal  bonds  of  outward  ibrms, 
and  are  sate  down  in .  peace  through  inwaid  .enjoy* 
ments,  which  none  can  take  from  you. 

Brother,  I  shall  be  careful  in  what  your  mother- 
tti-law  requireth.  Thus  not  naming  any  more,  but 
my  tender  love  to  all  you  that  eiyoys  this  truth,  I 
commit  you  to  the  most  High,  and  remaiu  eternally 
yours  in  all  righteousness^  :     i 

JOHN  REEVE. 

P.  S.  My  wife's  kind  love  to  you  all. 


The  Prophet  Muggktan's  Blessing  to   Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Dickinson  of  Cambridge  y  dated  August  28,  1658. 

D^arTriendy  in  the  ttemel  Truthy  Elitabtth  Dickitnon;  fny  Lave 
remembered  unto  vou  and  j/out;^  Husband.  \a$  being  in  the  same 
Faith  also.  '  '     ^ 

I  AM  very  well  persuaded  of  your  eternal  hap- 
pinesSjj  and  I  would  willingly  pay  ui\to  yp,^,  as  our 
jLord  did  in  another  case  J:o.the  wornan  j[tat  was 
troubled  with  a  bloody  issue,  who^said  witliirjlier^^lf, 
that  if  she  could  but  touch  his  garment,  she  should 
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be  made  whole ;  and  according  to  her  faith  it  was 
unto  her,  for  she  felt  in  herself  that  she  was  healing 
of  her  plague,  and  not  only  so,,  but  she  had  assurance 
of  everlasting  life,  which  was  far  beyond  the  health 
of  her  body.  Which  faith  of  hers  did  draw  virtue 
out  of  our  Lord,  which  made  him  to  say,  that  virtue 
was  gone  out  of  him  ;  and  be  looked  round  about  to 
see  her  that  had  done  this  thing,  and  he  said  unto  her, 
daughter^  thy  faith  has  made  thee  whole^  go  in  peace, 
and  be  whole  of  thy  plague  ;  as  if  our  Lord  should  say 
it  was  her  own  faith  that  did  fetch  virtue  out  of  him, 
and  it  was  her  own  faith  that  did  heal  herself;  as  if 
he  had  no  hand  in  the  thing,  he  was  but  the  object 
of  her  faith  ;  it  was  her  feith  that  did  drptw  that  from 
the  object;  and  so  it  is  with  you,  John  Reeve  and 
myself,  the  chosen  Witnesses  of  the  Spirit,  we  having 
the  commission  and  burden  of  the  Lord  upon  us. 
We  are  made  the  object  of  your  faith,  and  as  your 
faith  is  strong  in  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  so 
shall  the  virtue  flow  from  it  to  your  eternal  rest  and 
peace,  so  that  you  shall  be  perfectly  whole  as  to  the 
relation  to  the  fears  of  eternal  death,  as  that  vif  Oman 
was  in  her  body  of  the  bloody  issue;  and  your  faith 
being  in  me,  as  the  abject  ia  relation  ttf  the  commis- 
sion of  the  Spirit,  it  is  your  fiaitb  will  make  you 
.whole;  for  my  faith  is  in  you  concerning  your  eternal 
happiness.  Let  yours  be  in  me,  and  you  shg.ll  fare 
no  worse  than  I  do  ;  for  you  sfe^ll  have  the  end  of 
your  £aith)  even  the  salvation  of  your  souU  as  well  as 
i  ;  and  that  you  may  be  sure,  I  do  declare  you  one 
of  the  blessed  of  the  Lord  to  all  eternity.  But  as  for 
those  fears  that  do  arise  in  you  from  the  weakness  of 
your  nature,  or  from  a  distemper  in  nature,  I  cannot 
prMnise  you  deliverance  from  it,  but  it  is  very  pro* 
^  bable  that  the  assumuge^if  ei^nml  lifQ  will  mitigate 
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and  weaken  the  other*  I  thought  good  to  write  these 
few  lines  unto  you  for  farther  confirmation  of  your 
eternal  happiness  a^ter  death. 

No  more  at  present,  but  rest  your  faithful  friend 
and  trne  prophet  of  the  Lord, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 


ul»  Epistle  from  tkt  Prophet  Muggieton  to  Chrbiapkcr 
HHiy  dated  January  2,  I66O.  This  concerning  Gtascton 
to  h  given  with  Care  to  his  loving  Friend^  Christopher 
,Hith  ot  Maidstone  in  Kent. 

Loving  Brother^  Christopher  Hilly  in  the  Spirit  of  this  Commission, 
and  to  mU  the  rest  of  the  Believert  of  this  Camnussion  at  Maidstone 
.    m  Etnty  I  send  gmUmg, 

I  WOULD: have:  you  tQ  seriously  wivA   ft«i 
^tjoosidpr  these  lines  as  follows, 

:  There  htth  of  la*e  dagris  teappen^td  a  great  ideal  6i 
idifferqnce  between  wnw  of  tbe  believers  of;  this  coito- 
:p»ission  here  in  .London^  and  Laiwreooe  CJaitoa ; 
\fjbereby  tiae  bdievears  have  complained  to  roe,  that 
iL^wrenceClaxtoh  bath  carried  himself  so  proud  and 
,4otd-like  over  otbers  that  have  been  of  a  lower  com- 
)preheiisiaiii>tba»  himeelf ;  likdwise  he  Jtiath  been  ao 
.fqll  of  itftthy  o^vetous  avarice,  which  haxh  upt  hid  ao 
^roucb,  48  the  very  oolour  or  show  of  natural  ntg^teous- 
tni^so  in  \^ .  SOi  I,  takiog  these  tMngs  into  t^oosidera- 
^tlfffiy^fd  send  my  daii^ter  to  toll  biia^  that  if  he  did 
^fKenim  bb  spiriiUai  pride  .aay  more^  tJbat .  J.  wo»\d 
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take  away  bis  commission  from  him ;  which  he  at  the 
first  did  seem  very  scornful  at,  as  if  he  could  stand 
by  virtue  of  John  Reeve's  Words  without  me,  as  did 
afterwards  appear ;  but  yet  concerning  my  daughter's 
words  concerning  my  authority,  he  did  seem  hypocri- 
tically to  submit,  and  to  acknowledge  himself  to  be 
but  a  servant  unto  me,  and  unto  the  believers  of  this 
commission.  But  it  hath  appeared  since  to  be  other- 
wise, and  that  there  was  a  cursed  pride  that  lay  in 
his  heart ;  and  for  that  purpose  he  hath  written  a 
book,  called  The  lost  Sheep  found;  where  in  the  latter 

5 art  of  that  book,  he  hath  proudly  exalted  himself  in 
ohn  Reeve's  place  ;  for  he  hath  quite  excluded  me 
out  of  die  commission ;  so  that  there  is  none  now  but 
John  Reeve  and  he  that  hath  the  spiritual  commis- 
sion ;  therefore  you  shall  find  in  that  book,  and  more 
especially  in  the  epistle  of  that  book :  whereas  he  doth 
-call  it  very  often  our  commission ;  so  there  is  no  true 
confidence,  as  he  says,  but  in  our  commission  :  his 
meaning  is  John  Reeve  and  himself,  for  he  hath  quite 
excluded  me,  and  hath  gotten  himself  into  John 
Reeve's  chair  and  place  ;  therefore  I  would  have  you 
seriously  to  mind  and  peruse  that  part  of  the  book 
which  doth  treat  upon  the  commission.  For  I  sup- 
pose you  have  the  books  sent  unto  you,  as  well  as 
others  have  ;  there  you  shall  find  a  great  deal  of  spi- 
ritual pride  assuming  to  himself  those  high  titles 
which  never  did  belong  to  him,  neither  did  John 
Reeve,  nor  I,  ever  give  to  him  ;  which  books  of  his, 
with  other  words  and  passages  that  hath  happened  of 
late,  hath  made  an  everlasting  difference  between  us 
two  in  this  world  ;  therefore  I  would  have  you,  and 
all  the  believers  of  this  commission,  to  understand, 
that  I  bave  utterly  disowned  that  part  of  the  book, 
ihaX  doth  treat  of  the  commission ;  and  for  thatpur- 
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pose  I  did  send  my  daughter  to  burn  some  of  them 
before  his  face. 

Likewise  I  have  utterly  disowned  Lawrence  Clax- 
ton,  for  ever  being  a  messenger  or  bishop,  or  servant 
JSLXiy  more  unto  this  commission.  Neither  shall  I  own 
any  thing  that  he  shall  say  or  do  in  reference  to  this 
commission.  Therefore  I  do  exhort  you,  and  all  the 
rest  of  the  believers,  not  to  stumble  or  stagger  in  your 
faith  concerning  Claxton,  as  if  your  happiness  of  eter- 
nal life  did  depend  upon  believing  of  him  to  be  a  mes- 
senger or  a  bishop  ;  for  though  he  should  be  cut  oflf 
to  eternity,  yet  is  the  foundation  of  God  sure  and 
true  ;  that  is  the  commission  of  God,  as  it  was  given 
to  John  Reeve  and  Lodowicke  Muggleton,  by  voice 
of  words  from  God  ;  but  as  for  Claxton,  he  had  his 
commission  from  man ;  therefore  man  can  take  it 
away  again  ;  for  he  hath  stood  all  this  while  but  by 
my  assistance,  and  at  my  will  and  pleasure.  There- 
fore as  long  as  he  kept  himself  in  obedience  as  a  ser- 
vant unto  this  commission,  he  had  my  authority  and 
assistance  on  his  side  also. 

I  did  bear  with  many  infirmities  of  his  nature,  but 
this  spiritual  pride  of  his  hath  been  much  like  unto 
the  lost  angel,  which  thought  himself  as  fit  to  rule 
and  govern  as  his  Maker  was ;  nay,  more  fit,  and 
therefore  he  would  have  been  in  God's  room  and 
place,  that  he  might  have  governed  the  holy  angels. 
oo  likewise  this  Lawrence  Claxton,  not  thinking  it 
enough  to  be  $aved  by  this  commission,  or  to  be  a  bare 
messenger  or  servant  to  it,  but  hath,  angel-like, 
aspired  so  high  as  to  get  into  John  Reeve's  chair  or 
place,  and  so  he  is  now  become  the  chief  commis- 
sioner, which  is  far  above  a  servant  or  messenger  ; 
therefore  he  doth  very  often  in  that  book  call  it  our 
commission,  as  if  John  Reeve  and  he  were  the  only 
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CDminissioners,  and  that  I,  which  God  gave  to  be 
John  Reeve's  mouth,  is  quite  thrust  out,  so  that  I  am 
made  but  a  fellow-labourer  with  him  in  this  com- 
mission. 

But  Lawrence  C  lax  ton  shall  know  that  there  is  yet 
a  pifephet  in  Israel  that  hath  power  over  him.  For 
as  John  Reeve  was  like  unto  Elijah,  so  am  I  as 
Elisha,  and  that  his  place  was  but  as  Gehazi,  and 
could  stand  no  longer  than  my  will  and  pleasure  was, 
because  the  burden  of  the  liOrd  lyeth  wholly  upon 
me,  which  is  the  commission  of  the  Lord. 

Therefore  my  counsel  and  advice  to  you  all  of  this 
faith  is,  that  you  would  stand  stedfast  in  your  faith 
unto  the  doctrine  of  the  true  God,  which  hath  been- 
delivered  unto  you  by  John  Reeve  and  myself,  and^ 
that  we  two  are  the  last  Prophets  and  Witnesses  unto 
the  true  God  the  Man  Christ  Jesus. 

Again,  my  counsel  and  advice  unto  you,  and  the 
rest  of  the  believers  there  about  you  is,  that  you 
would  allow  Lawrence  Claxton  no  more  maintenance 
weekly  as  you  have  done  formerly ;  but  let  him  be- 
take himself  to  some  employment  in  the  world,  as 
well  as  the  rest  of  the  believers  do ;  for  I  do  not  see 
it  fit  that  he  and  the  serpent  his  wife  should  be  main- 
tained in  idleness  and  pride ;  for  there  is  no  more  use 
for  him  in  this  commission  ;  therefore  ta  what  pur- 
pose should  you  allow  him  any  maintenance,  which 
is  made  lower  than  yourselves  in  this  commission. 
For  I  have  utterly  disowned  him  upon  any  such  an 
account,  as  to  be  a  messenger  or  bishop,  or  servant 
anymore  unto  this  commission.  For  I  shall  not  own 
wlmtsoever^be  shall  write  or  speak  concerning  this 
commission  any  more  ;  for  it  will  be  well  if  he  have 
so  much  faith  in  this  commission  as  will  save  his  own 
stral.     Therefore  I  should  rather  advise  you  to  pre- 
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serve  some  part  of  that  which  you  did  allow  ClaxtoQ 
weekly  towards  the  re-printing  of  that  book  of  oura 
which  hath  tlie  dark  print,  and  towards  the  printing 
of  the  11th  of  the  Revelations j  for  I  shall  make  as 
much  haste  of  it  as  I  can ;  because,  I  suppose,  that 
this  will  be  the  last  that  ever  will  be  set  forth  by  this 
spiritual  commission :  for  I  cannot  conceive  that 
there  can,  or  need  be  any  more  spoken  concerning 
this  spiritual  commission,  than  hath  been  related  in 
all  our  writings,  and  will  now  be  in  thisofthe  11th 
of  the  Revelations. 

I  speak  this,  because  there  is  very  few  left  of  the 
dark  print ;  for  there  hath  been  more  enquiring  after 
them  of  late  than  formerly,  because  that  book  hath 
the  most  highest  and  heavenly  mysteries  contained  in 
it,  but  that  the  print  is  so  bad,  that,  it  doth  make 
every  one  almost  weary  of  reading  it. 

Therefore  my  judgment  is,  that  it  would  be  bet- 
ter work,  and  mtore  glory  to  God,  and  honour  to  this 
commission,  to  give  something  weekly,  for  or  towards 
the  printing  of  tliat  book  again  ;  and  let  Claxton 
shift  in  the  world  as  others  have  done  before  him  ; 
for  you  are  not  bound  now  I  have  disowned  him, 
not  to  look  no  more  upon  him  than  you  are  to  look 
upon  the  weakest  believers  of  this  commission ;  no, 
nor  so  much  neither. 

Therefore  let  not  your  thoughts  be  troubled  con- 
cerning Claxton  ;  for  most  part  of  you  did  believe  the 
commission  before  Claxton  came,  and  will  do  aft€fr 
he  is  gone ;  therefore  as  he  came  to  this  commisaion 
by  man,  therefore  by  man  is  his  commission  taken 
from  him  again ;  and  so  your  burden,  which  be  bath 
laid  upon  you,  may  be  taken  off  you. 

I  would  desire  you  to  read  this  letter  to  all  the 
believers  of  this  commission  there  about  you,  though 
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sotne  of  them  are  unknown  to  me,  with  my  love  to 
yourself  and  mother  Wylde,  and  Martyn  the 
thatcher,  and  Martyn  the  tanner,  and  his  wife,  and 
his  daughter,  and  all  the  rest  that  have  a  love  to  this 
commission.  I  desire  you  to  let  me  hear  from  you 
as  soon  as  you  can  conveniently. 

Written  hy 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON, 

The  last  true  Prophet  and  JVUness  unto  the  true  Gody 
tKe  Man  Christ  Jesus. 

P.  S.  You  may  send  to  me  in  Great  Trinity-lane, 
next  door  to  the  sign  of  the  Black-Boy  and  Hand, 
London,  Jan.  2,  I66O. 


An  Epistle  of  the  Prophet  Lodcmicke  Muggietons  to 
Christopher  Hiil,  S[c. 

To  his  Loving  Friend^  Christopher  HiUy  mdioaathe  rea  thai^ 
love  this  Commission^  or  that  are  in  the  Faith  of  it. 

FibruaryS,  1660. 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  being.datcd  Jan.  20^ 
but  I  having  other  occasions  of  late  than  ofdinary,  so 
that  I  could  not  send  you  an  answer  ;  because,  since 
I  have  disowned  Lawrence  Claxtoo,  thae  hath  been 
more  resorting  unto  me  than  £brmerly ;  fov  there  hath 
been  some  strangers  that  seemeth  to  have  great  affec- 
tion to  the  doctrine  of  this  commission,  and  some  of 
them  have  some  things  of  this  world  considerably, 
which  hath  {promised  me  to  be  sonde  assisbance  unto 
me  in  the  imprinting  of  the  dark  pointed  book  again ; 
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which  hath  encouraged  me  to  go  on  with  it ;  there- 
fore I  have  almost  prepared  it  for  the  press ;  which, 
if  the  printer  have  but  a  care  to  do  it  according  to  the 
directions  which  is  given  him,  it  will  be  a  most  excel- 
lent piece  of  work;  for  there  is  the  most  deepest  mys- 
teries contained  in  it  as  ever  was  penned  by  man  these 
thirteen  hundred  years,  or  ever  will  be  again  ;  there- 
fore there  is  much  looking  after  them  now  a  late,  but 
there  is  never  a  one  to  be  had  but  that  which  I  must 
print  the  others  by.  I  hope  it  will  be  ordered  so, 
that  it  will  be  very  delightsome  to  read,  so  that  peo- 
ple may  the  more  clearly  understand  those  deep  mys- 
teries contained  in  it ;  but  as  for  that  which  I  am 
about,  will  not  be  ready  for  the  press  yet  a  while,, 
though  I  have  almost  gone  through  the  heads  of  the 
chapters.  Yet  I  must  write  it  again  before  it  is  fit  for 
the  press,  which  wiil  take  a  great  deal  of  time,  which 
I  cannot  spare  as  yet,  because  this  dark  print  will 
take  up  some  time  in  the  correcting  of  it  fit  for  the 
press,  and  the  looking  to  it  when  the  printer  is  a 
doing  it,  that  it  may  not  be  spoiled  as  it  was  before. 
I  do  intend  to  put  it  into  the  press  in  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks  at  the  farthest ;  therefore  1  desire  you, 
that  have  faith  in  it,  if  you  can,  to  rabe  forty  or 
fifty  shillings  towards  it  in  three  weeks  or  a  month  ; 
but  if  you  cannot  do  so  much,  let  it  be  what  you  can  ; 
only  let  me  hear  before^  and  then  I  shall  order  things 
otherwise  here  in  London,  &c.  I  do  find  in  your  let- 
ter as  if  your  hearts  were  troubled  because  of  your 
tnteiings  beihg  put  down,  and  the  oaths  to  be  im- 
posed upon  you.  But  as  for  your  meetings  being 
put  down,  what  need  you  care  ?  Cann:ot  yoa  live  by 
your  own  faith  for  a  time,  without  meeting  together 
on  those  days  caUed  Skmdays  ?  Cannot  yt>u:  see  and 
taik  wit^  ode  another  as  you  see  occasion:  on  the 
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week  or  working- days,  for  what  you  suffer  upon  any 
such  account,  when  as  this  commission  layeth  no  such 
bond  upon  you,  but  rather  to  the  contrary  ;  for  as 
long  as  the  j>owers  of  the  nation  doth  forbid  you  to 
go  to  any  meetings,  do  you  obey  them,  and  keep  all 
at  home ;  but  if  the  powers  of  the  nation  doth  com- 
mand you  to  go  to  church  to  their  public  worship, 
then  I  say  you  are  to  suffer  what  penalty  ihe  powers 
of  the  nation  will  lay  upon  you,  rather  than  to  wor- 
ship in  the  house  of  Baal.  For  this  worship  of  the 
Spirit,  which  is  now,  hath  no  visible  forms  of  worehip 
at  all  belonging  to  it,  neither  is  there  any  necessity 
for  any  public  meetings  at  all.  So  that  as  for  your 
meetings  being  put  down^  there  is  no  cause  of  trouble 
or  sorrow  at  all,  but  rather  a  cause  of  joy.  But  the 
oaths  which  will  be  imposed  upon  you,  may  cause 
matter  of  trouble  upon  your  spirits,  because  I  cannot 
say  that  any  believer  of  this  commission  can,  with 
safety  and  peace  to  his  own  conscience,  take  any  of 
them  ;  botn  because  if  you  take  an  oath  of  allegi- 
ance, which  doth  seem  to  be  the  most  easiest  oath, 
yet  there  you  are  bound,  if  needs  be,  to  fight  for  the 
present  power,  or  else  you  must  break  your  oath ;  so 
that  there  is  great  inconveniency  in  taking  that  o^th 
to  a  tender  conscience. 

And  as  for  the  oath  of  supremacy,  it  cannot  be  un- 
derstood by  those  that  have  faith  in  the  true  God, 
that  the  king  is  the  supreme  head  of  the  church  of 
God,  or  that  he  is  their  defender  of  their  faith  ;  for 
the  powers  of  the  nation  if  they  did  know  of  it,  they 
would  rather,  instead  of  defending  and  upholding  it, 
overthrow  and  destroy  it ;  but  those  that  are  of  the 
same  faith  of  the  church  of  England,  the  king  is  the 
supreme  head  of  that  church,  and  the  defender  of 
their  feith.    Therefore  those  people  that  are  of  the 
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faith  of  the  church  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland, 
what  need  they  to  scruple  the  taking  of  the  oath  of 
supremacy,  seeing  they  are  of  the  same  church  as  the 
powers  of  the  nation  is  of,  as  aforesaid.  But  this 
oath  was  especially  intended  and  made  for  the  Pa- 
pists  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time  and  days,  but  now  it 
is  laid  as  a  snare  upon  all  the  free-born  people  of 
England,  that  they  might  find  out  all  those  whose 
consciences  are  tender,  which  dare  not  swear  at  all,  as 
there  are  many  here  irt  London  that  will  not  swear  at 
all ;  but  I  confess  that  you  that  live  in  the  country 
are  to  be  pitied  more  upon  that  account  than  we  that 
are  here  in  the  city ;  because  here  a  man  may  go  in  a 
crowd  and  never  be  missed ;  but  in  the  country  there 
is  no  place  for  a  man  to  hide  his  head,  but  they  will 
find  him  out.  So  that  my  advice  to  you  is,  that  you 
would  take  no  oaths  at  all,  not  that  hath  relation  to 
fighting  or  unto  public  worship :  for  how  can  you 
fight  for  to  defend  the  king,  when  as  you  are  not  to 
defend  yourselves,*  but  rather  to  suffer  what  the  pre- 
sent powers  doth  lay  upon  you  ;  only  this,  I  would 
advise  you  to  pay  according  to  your  abilities,  what 
taxes  soever  the  powers  of  the  nation  doth  lay  upon 
you,  whether  it  be  by  way  of  tithes  or  any  other 
taxes  whatsoever,  so  that  Cce^ar  mcy  have  the  things 
that  are  Qgtar's,  and  God  the  things  that  are  God's ; 
therefore  I  shall  ^ve  you  an  example  of  some  of  the 
Quakers  here  in  London  concerning  this  thing. 

There  was  in  the  time  of  the  late  troubles,  con- 
cerning those:  fifty  monarchy-men,  search  made  into 
eivery  house,  which  was  suspected  for  arms,  whereby 
they  took  many  of  the  Baptists  and  of  the  Quakers 
upon  suspicion ;  upon  wJbich  the  Quakers  were  car- 
ried before  a  justice,  which  justice  proposed  the  oath 
unto  them ;  one  o£  the  Quakers  answered,  saying. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


25 

'*  We  cannot  swear  to  defend  the  king,  for  we  cannot 
*'  defend  ourselves,  much  less  to  fight  to  defend  ano- 
**  ther ;  but  this,  said  he,  we  are  willing  to  do,  to  pay 
"  what  taxes  the  king  shall  lay  upon  us  to  the  utmost 
"  of  our  abilities ;  and  if  the  kmg  will  take  those 
"  goods  we  have,  he  shall  freely  have  them,  for  to 
"  swear  for  him  we  cannot  do  it/'  The  justice  being 
80  convinced  at  their  sincerity  in  that  thing,  sent  them, 
away  without  taking  any  oath  at  all,  and  bid  them 
go  home  to  their  own  houses  in  peace ;  but  on  tlie 
next  Sunday  following,  these  same  men  would  needs 
go  to  their  meeting  again,  notwithstanding  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  king  was  against  all  private  meet- 
ings, yet  their  zeal  was  so  great,  or  else  wilful,  that 
they  could  not  live  by  that  light  within  them ;  but 
must  needs  meet  together,  contrary  to  the  kings 
proclamation  ;  and  so  the  same  men  were  taken  at 
their  private  meeting,  and  carried  to  Newgate,^  and 
there  they  remain  to  this  day  ;  so  that  now  their 
suflFerings  is  rather  for  evil-doing,  than  for  well- 
doing :  seeing  they  are  not  required  to  meet  together 
on  the  Sabbath-day,  neither  by  God  nor  man.  No 
more  at  present  concerning  these  things  aforesaid,  but 
exhorting  you  to  hold  stedfast  in  the  faith  of  this 
commission  unto  the  death,  that  you  may  receive 
that  crown  of  eternal  glory  which  is  set  before  you, 
which  is  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and  the  right 
devil,  which  hath  not  been  so  clearly  manifested  since 
the  world  began,  as  it  hath  been  in  this  spiritual  and 
last  witnesses  of  the  Spirit. . 

No  more  at  present,  but  I  rest  your  brother  in  the 
true  faith  of  the  true  God, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 


P-  S.  We  are  all  well  in  London,  and  there  is  none 
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of  the  faith  here  that  I  know  of  that  have  had  the 
oaths  propounded  to  them  as  yet,  I  suppose  because 
the  number  is  few.  Your  Brother  Andrew  is  well^ 
but  as  for  your  brother  Ralph,  I  have  not  seen  him 
ever  since  he  came  from  you  out  of  the  country.  I 
pi'ay  let  me  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  you  can  conve- 
niently concerning  that  business  in  the  beginning  of 
the  letter. 

LondoHy  February  5y  1660.        Give  this  with  care. 


An  Epistle  of  the  Prophet  Lodowicke  Muggleton  to  Chris^ 
topher  Hilh  Feb.  25,  1660. 

Brother  Christopher^  and  all  the  rest  of  the  Faith  in  Kenty 

I  RESERVED  your  letter,  and  am  glad  to  hear 
that  you  are  so  well  satisfied  in  your  minds  concerning 
the  oaths,  and  the  other  things  therein  contained. 
But  as  for  the  money  I  made  mention,  that  cannot 
be  raised,  only  twenty  shillings  you  say  will  be  raised, 
with  their  names  that  doth  give  it.  I  am  very  well 
satisfied  with  that,  for  I  am  very  loath  to  be  so  much 
burthensonie  unto  those  of  the  faith  in  the  country, 
therefore  I  shall  press  the  more  upon  some  here  in 
London,  because  it  will  arise  to  a  great  deal  of 
money  more  for  the  printing  than  I  thought  it  would ; 
but  I  suppose  I  shall  raise  friends  that  will  enable 
me,  and  I  suppose  about  twelve  days  hence  th^ 
printer  wilj  begin  to  put  it  into  the  press,  therefore 
you  may  send  the  twenty  shillings  according  as  you 
have  expressed  in  your  letter* 
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.  Also  I  understand  by  your  letters,  that  Lawrence 
Claxton  hath  sent  you  a  letter,  wherein  he  doth 
declare,  that  he  is  the  same  in  Revelation  as  he  ever 
was,  and  thmks  by  pen  it  cannot  be  declared  what 
the  difference  was ;  but  when  he  shall  see  your  feces, 
he  shall  make  appear  what  the  differences  is  :  he  did 
send  a  letter  into  Cambridgeshire,  which  was  much 
to  the  same  purpose  as  yours  was,  only  there  was 
some  expressions  in  it,  which  expressions  are  such 
like  as  these.  Those  unheard  transactions  concern- 
ing him,  which  he  could  not  express,  but  when  he 
did  see  their  faces  he  would  open  the  difference  more 
clearer  unto  them- 

Therefore  I  would  have  you  observe  and  consider 
that  his  pen  and  his  tongue  together,  could  set  forth 
his  spiritual  pride  and  lordliness,  with  some  other 
practices  which  hath  made  this  great  difference,  but 
bis  pen  is  not  able,  nor  his  tongue  neither,  to  be 
humble  in  his  mind,  and  to  see  his  spiritual  pride 
and  filthy  covetous  avarice,  for  if  he  could,  his  pen 
might  as  easily  declare  what  the  ground  and  cause 
of  all  this  difSerence  is  as  well  and  better,  than  when 
he  shall  see  your  faces ;  but  he  doth  think  by  his 
goodly  words  and  presence,  as  being  the  same  in  Reve- 
lation as  ever  he  was,  to  overpower  your  spirits,  that 
you  might  think  that  the  difference  between  him  and 
I,  but  that  it  might  easily  be  reconciled.  Likewise 
your  desire  is,  that  I  would  send  you  word  whether 
you  may  relieve  him  as  a  believer  or  no:  My  an- 
swer is  this,  that  you  may  not  relieve  him,  neither  as 
a  messenger  nor  as  a  believer  of  this  commission, 
because  he  is  an  excommunicated  person  of  the  com- 
missioner himself,  and  is  separated  from  having  any 
union  with  me  in  spiritual  matters.  Therefore  you 
that  are  believers  in  or  of  this  commission,  ought 
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not  to  have  any  society  with  him  in  spiritual  matters : 
let  his  pretence  of  revelation  be  ever  so  much,  you 
are  not  to  mind  him  nor  regard  it,  for  it  is  nothing 
worth  unto  you,  for  what  the  conunissioner  doth  not 
own,  you  are  not  to  have  any  regard  unto  it. 

Therefore  let  not  his  pretences  of  being  the  same 
in  revelation,  nor  his  goodly  words  be  any  way  a 
means  to  trouble  your  spirits  about  it ;  for  he  is  cast 
out  of  heaven,  even  as  the  angel  was  from  the  pre- 
sence of  God  and  the  holy  angel  into  this  earth  ;  so 
even  is  Claxton  cast  out  of  heaven ;  that  is,  from 
having  any  communion  with  the  prophet  or  commis- 
•sioner  of  the  Spirit,  or  with  those  oelievers  of  the 
Spirit,  so  that  as  the  angels  was  cast  out,  not  only 
from  the  presence  of  God,  but  also  from  the  pre- 
sence of  the  holy  angels  ;  so  likewise  he  is  not  only 
cast  out  from  the  presence  of  the  prophet,  but  from 
the  presence  of  the  believers  also,  and  as  the  angel 
was  cast  into  the  earth,  so  likwise  is  he  cast  into  the 
world,  and  let  the  world  relieve  him,  for  that  is  large 
enough,  and  as  for  his  revelation,  if  he  hath  so 
much  in  himself  as  will  bear  up  his  own  soul  into 
eternal  happiness  it  is  well,  but  nobody  else  will  be 
ever  a  whit  the  better  for  it ;  for  I  would  not  have 
you  so  ignorant  as  to  think,  that  after  a  man  is  ex- 
communicated or  cast  out  of  this  commission,  though 
his  understanding  be  greater,  and  his  language  more 
glorious  than  in  any  one  of  the  same  faith,  yet  he 
Ihat  hath  the  least  knowledge  in  a  commission  is  to 
be  minded  and  respected  of  all  those  of  the  same 
faith. 

But  on  the  contrary,  if  a  man  have  never  such 
great  parts,  if  he  be  disowned  or  cast  out  by  the 
commissioner,  the  believers  are  bound  to  disown  him 
out  of  their  society,  and  not  to  relieve  him  as  a 
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believer  of  this  commission ;  only  this  I  shall  give 
the  liberty  to  do,  that  if  he  comes  amongst  you,  you 
may  eat  or  drink  with  him,  or  give  him  lodging  as 
you  would  unto  a  stranger,  but  not  to  mind  any  of 
his  sayings  with  reference  to  his  being  a  believer,  or 
to  what  I  have  done  concerning  him :  I  say  in  these 
things  you  are  not  to  mind  him  nor  regard  what  he 
shall  say  or  do  of  that  nature. 

No  more  at  present,  but  expecting  to  hear  from 
you  as  soon  as  you  can,  I  rest  your  Srother,  in  the 
true  faith  of  Jesus,  the  only  true  God, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON- 

London^  February  8S,  1660. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  prophet  Lodomcke 
Muggletofiy  to  pull  down  the  high  Exaltation  ofLaw^ 
rence  Claxton.  Dated  from  London,  December,  25, 
1660. 

Lawrence  ClasUm^ 

I  HAVING  seriously  considered  your  many 
foul,  proud  and  covetous  actions  since  you  came  to 
the  belief  of  this  commission,  but  more  efi^pecially  of 
late,  since  you  have  been  allowed  some  means  from 
the  believers  of  this  commission^  which  have  made 
you  so  lord-like,  that  you  are  grown  so  spiritually 
proud^  so  that  now  you  are  gotten,  in  your  own  con- 
ceit, to  be  the  chief  man  in  wis  spiritual  commission ; 
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so  that  your  pride  hath  grown  by  d^ees  so  high 
until  you  have  gotten  to  sit  in  John  Reeve^s  chair 
and  place,  so  that  you  are  got  up  as  high  as  you  can  ; 
therefore  it  is  high  time  for  you  to  fall. 

Therefore,  seeing  that  occasion  and  offences  will 
come,  that  the  secrets  of  the  heart  may  be  made 
manifest,  therefore  I  do  see  a  great  providence  in 
that  business  of  mason's  wife,  for  that  hath  been  an 
occasion  to  bring  forth  those  differences  which  have 
been  among  the  believers  of  this  commission  i  like- 
wise it  hath  been  a  means  to  insearch  the  bottom  of 
your  heart ;  for  ever  since  the  beginning  of  this  dif- 
ference, after  that  you  did  understand  that  your  com- 
mission was  like  to  be  taken  away  from  you,  you 
have  strove  with  all  your  might,  both  with  saint  and 
devil,  for  to  uphold  your  authority  without  me  ; 
therefore  you  have  made  use  of  your  beloved  Frances 
and  Ananias,  and,  Saphira-like,  you  have  consulted 
with  that  venomous  serpent  your  wife,  and  have 
made  her  your  council  in  all  spiritual  matters,  and 
that  I  did  perceive  by  the  serpent  your  wife,  in  that 
she  did  show  Mr.  Hatter  and  Mr.  Hudson,  that 
place  of  Scripture  concerning  Moses  and  Miriam, 
which  I  know  she  could  not  do  of  herself,  except  she 
had  heard  your  judgment  of  it,  which  conceit  of  yours 
on  that  place  could  do  you  little  good,  only  this 
your  judgment  on  that  Scripture,  with  your  conti- 
nual-consultation with  the  devil  your  wife,  hath  en- 
raged your  wife  so  fer  as  to  vaunt  herself  against  the 
believers  of  this  commission,  and  against  me;  for 
which  I  do  pronounce  your  wife  cursed  and  damned 
to  eternity,  thoilgh  she  hath  been  damned  by  John 
Reeve  already;  therefore  I  have  set  to  my  seal,  that 
John  Reeve's  damnation  shall  be  true  upon  her. 
'    As  for  yoiirselif,  because  you  have  strove  to  main- 
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tairi  your  authority  without  me,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose you  have  written  this  book,  wherein  you  have 
quite  excluded  me,  and  have  made  the  commission 
only  John  Reeve's  and  yours,  for  your  writings  do 
shew  forth  the  very  pride  of  your  heart ;  therefore  I 
do  declare  against  that  book,  and  against  you,  that  I 
do  renounce  and  disown  you  upon  any  such  account, 
as  to  be  a  messenger,  bishop,  or  a  servant,  any  more 
to  this  commission ;  neither  shall  you  write  any  more, 
or  speak  any  more  in  the  behalf  of  this  commission, 
for  I  shall  utterly  disown  whatever  you  do  or  say  of 
that  nature ;  neither  shall  the  believers  of  this  com- 
mission allow  you  any  maintenance,  neither  in  Cam- 
bridgeshire nor  Kent,  upon  any  such  account,  as 
looking  upon  you  to  be  a  messenger ;  for  you  shall 
become  as  one  of  the  least  of  believers  of  the  com- 
mission, and  you  shall  become  a  reproach  to  saint 
and  devil,  which  shame  and  reproach  shall  strike  ajs  a 
loathsome  leprosy  unto  you  during  your  life ;  for 
your  shall  never  come  to  any  honour  of  this  commis- 
sion any  more,  for  you  have  had  your  last  that  ever 
you  shall  have  in  this  world,  because  you  shall  koow 
that  your  have  kicked  your  heel  against  your  master, 
and  that  there  is  a  prophet  yet  in  Israel,  and  hath 
power  over  you ;  notwithstanding  you  have  made 
yourself  equal  with  John  Reeve,  you  shall  know  that 
John  Reeve  was  as  Elijah,  and  that  I  am  in  the  place 
of  Elisha,  and  that  you  are  in  the  place  of  Gqh^zi. 
This  is  my  resolution. 

Written  by  Lodowicke  Muggleton,  the  last  true  Pro- 
phet and  Witness  unto  the  true  God,  the  Man 
Christ  Jesus  in  glory^ 

December  85,  1660. 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 
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A  Cojn/  of  a  Letter ,  written  hy  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggletofty  to  his  loving  Friend  Christopher  HiU,  at 
Maidstone^  in  Kent,  Jan.  2,  I66I. 

Give  this  with  Care. 
Loving  Friend^  Chri$iopher  HiU, 

MY  love  remembered  unto  you  and  to  all  the 
rest  of  the  believers  of  the  commission  of  the  Spirit 
there  with  you. 

These  are  to  let  you  understand,  that  I  received 
your  letter,  dated  November  the  29th,  I66I,  with 
your  kind  token ;  and  the  eighteen  shillings  in 
money ;  and  it  came  very  seasonable,  because  I  have 
been  at  more  expence  of  late  than  ordinary ;  for 
my  daughter  Sarah  hath  bren  sick  of  the  yellow 
jaundice  ever  since,  and  doth  remain  so  still,  which 
was  the  cause  I  did  return  no  answer  all  this  while ; 
because  her  death  hath  been  much  feared  by  some 
in  London,  and  there  is  no  certainty  yet  that  she 
will  escape,  though  she  is  not  so  extreme  sick  as  she 
was. 

Also,  there  hath  been  another  trouble  upon  me  to 
add  unto  the  other,  which  is  this ;  I  bemg  a  long 
liver  in  the  parish,  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  be  chosen 
scavenger,  and  I  must  either  hold  or  fine  ;  and  if  I 
should  have  held  I  might  have  lost  nothing,  but  I 
should  have  been  entangled  with  oaths ;  therefore  I 
rather  chose  to  pay  down  the  fine,  which  was  twenty 
shillings,  before  the  parish  would  choose  another  in 
my  room. 
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Now  I  shall  write  a  few  lines  concerning  some  par*- 
ticular  things  in  your  letter. 

The  first  thing  is  concerning  some  that  do  profess 
an  acknowledgment  of  this  comnHSsion,  but  do  not 
live  the  life  of  it ;  because  they  go  to  publick  meet- 
ings, which  indeed  cannot  stand  with  true  faith  in  a 
commission.  For,  look  what  laws  a  commission 
doth  set  up  are  to  be  observed  by  the  believers  of  it ; 
and  the  laws  of  this  commission  of  the  Spirit  are  spi- 
ritual, and  do  worship  God  in  spirit  and  truth, 
without  any  visible  forms  of  worship,  as  the  worship- 
pers of  Baal  have ;  for  though  there  was  an  outward, 
visible  form  of  worship  set  up  by  Moses  and  the 
Apostles,  and  they  were  to  be  observ'^ed  in  their  times 
and  places,  because  they  had  commissions  from  God 
so  to  do;  and  the  believers  in  their  commissions 
were  happy  in  yielding  obedience  unto  them :  but 
when  public  worship  is  set  up  by  men,  without  a 
commission  from  God,  it  becomes  a  will-worship 
and  idolatry,  a  thing  which  is  an  abomination  unto 
the  Lord.  Therefore,  whosoever  shall  make  a  show, 
or  a  profession  of  faith  in  this  commission  of  the 
Spirit,  and  yet  go  to  worship  with  the  idolaters 
of  the  nation,  I  shall  not  look  upon  any  such  person  , 
to  have  any  true  faith  in  the  true  God,  nor  in  this 
commission  of  the  Spirit ;  neither  can  they  have  any 
true  peace,  nor  the  assurance  of  everlasting  life  ;  for 
he  that  will  not  deny  himself  and  take  up  his  cross 
for  truth's  sake  is  not  worthy  of  it :  and  I  am  sure, 
there  is  as  little  suffering  by  the  believers  of  this 
commission  for  their  faith  sake,  as  ever  there  was  of 
the  other  two  commissions. 

Again,  this  commission  of  the  Spirit  doth  lay  as 
little,  and  less  bonds  upon  the-  believers  of  it  than 
any  of  the  other  two  above  mentioned  did ;  for  this 
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commission  requires  nothing  but  faith  in  the  heart, 
which  works  by  love,  without  any  outward  ordi- 
nances of  visible  worship,  which  is  a  great  burthen 
to  bear  to  those  that  are  under  them. 

It  would  ask  a  whole  sheet  of  paper  to  clear  this 
thing ;  but  I  suppose,  that  they  which  are  truly  en- 
lightened in  the  power  of  the  three  several  commis-^ 
sions,  may  understand  and  be  satisfied  in  what  I  have 
said  in  this  letter,  and  in  those  books  of  ours  that 
you  have  amongst  you,  concerning  the  worship  that 
doth  belong  unto  the  three  several  commissions,  they 
all  of  them  diflFering  one  from  the  other,  neither  is 
the  one  bound  to  observe  the  other  ;  but  every  com- 
mission, and  the  worship  belonging  to  it,  is  to  be 
observed  by  the  believers  of  it,  in  its  time  and  place, 
when  it  is  in  being,  and  not  when  it  is  out  of  date. 

The  other  thing,  which  is  of  concernment  in  your 
p  letter,  is,  that  you  have  a  monthly  contribution,  and 
your  desire  is  to  have  my  judgment  in  it,  which  is 
very  pleasing  unto  me,  and  I  do  like  it  very  well,  it 
being  a  good  work,  and  I  am  glad  that  you  are  so  free 
amongst  yourselves ;  because  it  was  always  against  my 
nature  and  spirit  to  lay  any  engagement  and  burthen 
upon  the  believers  of  this,  commission,  neither  shaH 
I :  but  in  regard  you  are  free  to  lay  it  on  yourselves, 
^  it  being  sure  a  good  work,  I  do  freely  give  you  my 
consent  unto  it ;  therefore  do  as  your  own  freedom 
gives  you  leave  and  prosper.  So  resteth  your  friend 
in  the  true  faitli. 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

LondonyJan.2y\66\. 

My  kind  love  remembered  tinto  yourself  and  all 
the  true  believers  in  those  parts  in  general^  *s  if  it 
wefre  ia  paHicokr  to  every  person. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  hy  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton  to  Mrs*  Dorothy  Carter^  near  Cheit&fieid^ 
bearing  date  February  19j,  I66O. 


Zjoving  Friendy 

THOUGH  unknown  to  me  in  the  natural  or 
visible  sight  of  the  body,  yet  by  that  invisible  discern- 
ing which  I  have  of  your  spirit  by  those  few  words 
which  you  have  made  mention  of  in  your  letter, 
wherein  I  find  that  the  spirit  of  truth  hath  blown  upon 
your  heart,  in  that  it  hath  made  you  willing  for  to 
seek  and  to  enquire  aflter  the  knowledge  of  these  two 
witnesses.  Therefore  I  sihall  give  you  a  word  Or  two 
to  inform  you  who  these,  two  witnesses  are,,  and  in 
some  measure  how  thfeir  testingionv  is  received :  there* 
fore  I  would  have  you  to  mind  and  observe  these 
lines  as  followeth. 

That  as  there  are  three  that  bear  record  in  Heaven» 
Thejather^  the  word  and  the  spirit ;  and  these  three  are 
one,  that  is,  these  three  ate  ene  distinct  person  in  thbform 
of  a  man  ;  so  likewise  there  is  three  thqf  dothbeMr  witness 
on  earthy  namely,  the  spirit,  water  and  blood,  and  these 
three  do  agree  in  one.  Now  observe,  those  three  upon 
earth,  are  these  three  commissions  whiph  should  be 
acted  forth  upon  the  stage  of  this  world.  Whi^ 
three  commissipn^  are  these. 

First.  The  commission  of  Moses  and  the  prophets* 
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Secondly.  The  commission  of  Christ  and  the 
apostles. 

Thirdly.  The  commission  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which 
commission  of  the  Spirit  is  now  extant  in  the  world  at 
this  day,  and  hath  been  here  in  England  these  nine 
years,  and  the  sound  of  it  hath  gone  through  many 
parts  of  Christendom,  as  in  this  part  of  England, 
Scotland,  Ireland,  New  England,  Virginia,  Sarba- 
does,  and  many  other  places,  1  will  not  here  mention  ; 
but  the  doctrine  of  the  commission  of  the  Spirit  hath 
been  very  little  received  in  the  world  ;  but  the  most 
that  hath  received  it,  is  here  in  liOndon,  and  in  Cam- 
bridgeshire, and  in  Kent. 

In  these  three  places  there  is  a  few  that  is  very 
well  grounded  in  the  belief  of  this  spiritual  commis- 
sion ;  but  one  cause  why  there  is  so  few  that  doth  re- 
ceive it,  is  because  there  is  no  visible  forms  of  worship 
belonging  to  this  spiritual  commission,  but  doth  alto- 
gether consist  of  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God  and 
the  right  devil,  with  the  place  and  nature  of  Heaven 
and  Hell,  with  the  forms  and  nature  of  angels  and 
the  mortality  of  the  soul. 

And  upon  these  six  principles  in  the  knowledge  of 
them  dependeth  all  the  eternal  happiness  of  man. 

Therefore  because  it  will  be  too  tedious  to  write  all 
these  things,  I  have  sent  you  a  book  ;  these  books 
that  were  written  by  these  two  witnesses ;  they  are 
bound  up  together,  and- they  will  inform  you  who 
those  wo  witnesses  are,  with  thjeir  names,   and  the 
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voice  of  God  that  spake  to  tbem^  and  their  m^ssages^ 
with  their  doctrine,  which  th^  should  sgt  forth 
with  many  deep  mysteries  which  is  hard,  to  b^  undeiy 
stood. 

Likewise  I  have  sent  you  some  books  of  his  which 
he  hath  written  in  behalf  of  this  commission  ;  ai^  a^ 
for  the  names  of  those  two  prophets,  you  will  find  themi 
in  the  books,  and  the  place  where  they  live ;  only 
one  of  them,  since  the  book  of  the  Mortality  of  th^e 
Soul  was  written,  is  dead ;  namely,  John  Reeve,  but 
Lodowicke  Muggleton  is  yet  living  in  Great  Trinily-^ 
lane,  over  against  one  Mills's,  a  Brown  Baker.       , 

There  is  in  that  book,  which  is  bound,  all  that  was 
written  by  the  two  witnesses  and  prophets  themselves; 
and  there  is  laid  down  in  thp^e  Writings  the  true 
grounds  of  all  divinity,  which  doth  consist  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  true  Uod,  and  the  right  devil,  with 
the  knowledge  of  the  two  seeds,  is  those  two  keys 
that  doth  open  the  gates  both  of  Heaven  and  hell , 
and  there  is  none  now  in  this  world,  that  hath  the 
keys  given  unto  them,  but  these  two  prophets  and 
witnesses  of  the  Spirit  only. 

Written  hjf 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON, 


The  last  true  Witne$s  and  Prophet  unto  the  Man  Christ 
Jesusy  glorified. 
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It  wflW-your  lot' to  ctoiploy  &  'man  for  to  buy  those 
books  which '^ath  been  damned  by  the  prophet's 
daughter^  some  ieight  or  nine  months  since,  for  op- 
posing qf  those  books  ;  and  the  revelation  of  his 
commission ;  therefore  the  man,  remembering  these 
books,  and  the  sentence^  will  neither  undertake  to 
carry  them,  nor  to  Iky  down  the  money  for  them; 
because  he  hath  a  prejudice  both  against  the  books 
and  the  persons  that  wrote  them.  Therefore  I  shall 
desire  Mrs.  Griffith  ^r  to  take  some  course  that  these 
books  may  be  conveyed  to  you,  and  let  her  give  or- 
ders how  they  toayibe  sent,  and  how  the  money  may 
be  conveyed  ^6  hdt  again  ;  for  then  I  shall  desire 
Mrs.  Griffith  to  set  her  name  to  the  direction  of  this 
letter.      -  ^ /''' 

LODOWlCKE  MUGGLETON. 
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A  Copy  of  a.  Letter  'written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowkke 
Muggleton,  to  Mrs.  Dorothy  Carter  pf  Chester^eldp 
Feb.  16,  1661. 

Friend  Dorothy  Carter y 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  bearing  date 
February  3,  1661,  wherein  I  perceive  you  have  re- 
ceived some  books,  and  a  letter  from  me,  whereby 
you  have  received  some  refreshment  of  heart,  and  so 
understand  in  some  measure  those  great  and  high 
mysteries  contained  in  them  ;  and  having  one  daugh- 
ter which  is  partaker  with  you  in  the  faith  of  this 
commission  of  the  Spirit,  which  I  am  very  glad  to 
hear  of,  desiring  that  your  faith  and  hers  may  grow 
to  perfection  here,  and  to  eterual  glory  hereafter: 
and  I  have  so  much  the  more  hopes  of  it  because 
there  is  so  few  of  you,  because  truth  hath  but  few  oJ 
its  side,  nor  never  had,  because  the  world  is  given 
woto  reason,  the  deviVs  bands,  he  being  the  elder 
brother :  but  faith  the  younger  brother,  bis  kingdom, 
i^  an  everlasting  kingdom  ;  but  a  strait  and  narrow 
ffftte  or  way  that  leadeth  to  life  eternal ;  for  there  is 
but  one  truth,  the  way,  and  the  life ;  ami  there  is 
90  finding  this  way  without  a  guide  ;  and  there  can 
be  no  true  guide  except  he  knoweth  the  way  himself; 
^nd  none  can  know  the  way  to  life  eternal,  but  he 
th^t  hath  a  commission  from  God :  he  knowing  the 
deep  loysteriea  of  the  true  God,  and  the  right  devil, 
^th  eliew  them  to  the  seed  of  faith,  by  declaring  by 
word  and  pen,  that  strait  and  narrow  way  that  lead« 
eth  imto  life,  which  very  few  do  find,  because  there 
)»  but  few  ambassadors  and  shepherds  chosen  of 
God  J  that  is,  one  prophet  at  a  time>  one  Jesus,  one 
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Peter  that  had  the  keys  of  heaven  and  hell  ;  and 
now  in  this  commission  of  the  Spirit  but  two  chosen 
witnesses  of  the  Spirit,  and  one  of  ihem  is  not;  so 
that  I  am  as  Elijah  said  in  another  case,  I  am  left 
alonCy  neither  will  there  be  any  more  sent  of  God  after 
me  while  the  world  endures.  And  as  for  these  perse- 
cuting times,  they  are  nothing  in  comparison  of  what 
hath  been  suffered  by  the  beHevers  of  the  other  two 
commissions ;  nay  people  hath  and  doth  suffer 
great  things  for  a  lie,  even  to  whipping,  imprisonment, 
banishment,  and  death  itself,  for  a  lie:  but  the 
believers  of  this  commission  are  loath  to  part  with  a 
little  money,  but  will  rather  worship  Baal  than  to 
pay  such  a  tax  as  the  powers  of  the  nation  doth  lay 
upon  them,  for  such  a  neglect  of  going  to  the  public 
meetings  ;  for  I  cannot  advise  any  one  that  hath  true 
light  in  them,  to  darken  that,  by  going  to  worship  a 
felse  God  ;  for  no  man  can  serve  two  masters,  neither 
can  a  man  worship  God  and  Baal :  for  if  God  be  to 
be  worshipped  in  spirit  and  truth,  then  let  not  the 
same  man  worship  the  devil  with  falsities  and  a  lie ; 
for  whosoever  doth  so,  will  darken  their  own  light; 
and  so  lose  the  peace  of  their  own  minds,  and  the 
assurance  of  their  eternal  happiness,  for  to  save  them- 
selves a  little  in  this  world.  And  as  for  the  book  of 
the  interpretation  of  the  eleventh  of  the  Revelations,  I 
have  finished  it,  and  prepared  it  ready  for  the  press, 
supposing  it  will  be  the  last  that  will  be  set  forth  by 
this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  and  finding  such  great 
difficulties  to  get  it  printed,  the  times  being  changed, 
and  the  great  charge  that  must  be  laid  out  upon  it, 
I  was  minded  to  lay  it  aside  for  a  time,  to  see  if 
there  should  be  any  alteration  in  church  government. 
But  there  is  some  here  in  London,  and  elsewhere  in 
the  countries,  which  have  a  great  desire  to  have  it  out 
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now,   but  it  will   cost  so  much  money  that,  it  will  . 

hardly  be  raised  ;    for  the   printing   of  the  Divine  / 

Looking  Glass  did  cast  me  much  behind  hand,  and  1 

this  will  cost  more,  because  the  times  are  so  trouble- 
some concerning  printing,  that  I  have  much  ado  to 
persuade  the  printer  to  do  it  at  all,  being  not 
licensed  :  yet  he  printing  the  Divine  Looking  Glass, 
and  the  Mortality  of  the  Soul,  and  other  books,  in 
relation  to  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  he  is  willing 
to  undertake  to  do  it,  but  not  without  extraordinary 
gain,  more  than  he  had  for  the  Divine  Looking  Glass. 

Therefore,  I  would  desire  you  or  any  other  of  your 
acquaintance,  that  have  any  affections  unto  truth,  if 
they  have  any  freedom  in  themselves,  to  contribute 
something  towards  the  printing  of  it,  what  they  are 
made  free  to  do  :  I  should  not  lay  a  burthen  upon  V 

any  if  1  had  it  of  myself.  f 

.    The  printer  will  have  ten  pounds  when  he  hath  t 

finished  it,  and  ten  pounds  he  will  have  down,  besides  j 

other  charges  upon  it :  he  doth  intend  to  set  about 
a  matter  of  twelve  day  hence,  and  doth  intend  to 
finish  it  by  Easter.  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  from 
you  before  that  time,  if  you  can  with  conveniency  ; 
also,  I  do  intend  to  see  you  sometime  this  summer. 
I  shall  give  you  notice  when  I  do  intend  to  come : 
but  I  would  willingly  have  this  book  out  first. 

No  more  at  present,  but  my  love  remembered  unto 
yourself,  your  daughter,  and  Edward  Frewterill.^ 

Your  Friend,  in  the  true  Faith  of 
Jesus,  the  only  Wise  God, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 
My  daughter  remembers  her  love  to  you,  and  to 
Edward  Frewterill,  being  glad  to  hear  of  your  love  to 
truth. 
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An  Episile  of  the  Prophet   Lodowirke  Muggkton'i  to 
Mrs.  Ellen  Sudhnry.     Feb.  17,  lC6l. 


Friend  in  the  truefiUky  Elkn  Sudburify 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  but  no  date  unto 
it ;  but  for  the  substance  of  it  doth  favour  of  true 
light,  which  doth  arise  from  the  seed  of  faith  in  you, 
in  receiving  the  declaration  of  this  commiasion  of 
the  Spirit,  which  is  as  light  set  upon  a  hill,  or  in  a 
candlestick,  to  give  light  unto  all  in  the  houae»  and 
not  to  be  put  under  a  bushel. 

For  every  commission ated  man  is  the  caodle  of 
the  Lord,  which  gives  light  unto  the  whole  house  ; 
which  house  is  tte  seed  of  faith,  as  it  was  said  by 
Moses,  That  be  wm  faitbftd  in  all  bia  house  :  that  is, 
he  was  fiuthful  in  all  his  commission,  which  was  ol 
the  iaw»  he  being  the  candle  of  the  law,  to  emlighten 
the  seed  of  reason  in  the  outward  letter  of  the  law. 
And  this  commission  of  the  Spirit  is  the  candle  of  the 
Lord  to  enlighten  the  seed  oi  faith  in  t\»  spiritual 
understanding  of  the  Scriptures,  which  doth  consist 
but  upon  six  principles  :  As  to  know  the  true  Grod, 
his  form  and  nature,  the  right  devil,  his  form  and 
nature,  the  place  and  nature  of  heaven,  and  the  place 
and  nature  of  hell,  the  persons  and  nature  of  angels, 
and  the  mortality  of  the  soul. 

Upon  the  knowledge  of  these  six  principles  de- 
pendeth  the  eternal  happinesa  of  loaja  ;  i^Uher  can 
any  maa  come  to  the  knowledge  of  tbem  bui  \>y 
this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  candle  ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


the  Lord,  to  light  the  seed  of  feith^  the  way  to  «ter- 
oal  blessedness.  And  though  I  have  named  six  prin- 
ciples^ yet  whosoever  doth  but  understand  two, 
namely,  the  true  God,  and  the  right  devil ;  upon 
these  two  dependeth  the  other  four,  with  many  deep 
mysteries,  which  will  flow  from  the  knowledge  of 
these  principles  aforesaid. 

And  as  for  your  emptiness  and  weakness,  in  k^ 
spect  of  what  you  have  formerly  bad,  I  am  very 
glad  of  it ;  there  is  the  more  room  for  truth,  to  fiU 
your  heart  up  with  faith  and  experience  in  the 
heavenly  mysteries,  which  is  declared  by  the  wit- 
nesses of  the  Spirit ;  for  many  thousands  are  «o  fuU 
of  their  own  righteousness,  and  of  talk  upon  the 
letter  of  the  Scrixrtures,  that  there  va  do  room  for 
truth  to  enter  into  their  hearts.  These  now,  in  this 
commission,  aFO  in  the  same  condition  as  those  were 
in  Christ's  time,  which  had  eyes,  but  did  not  see, 
and  had  ears,  but  did  not  hear,  €uul  ^had  hearts  but 
did  not  understand.  And  the  cause  was,  ami  is  stitt, 
men  and  women  being  so  full  of  their  own  righteous*- 
ness,  which  is  of  the  law,  tba^  there  is  no  voem  in 
theii*  hearts  for  truth,  which  is  the  irighteousness  of 
&iith,  to  have  any  entrance  into  them. 

But  the  thing,  which  is  of  Ite  greatest  weight  in 
your  letter  is^  concerning  the  sin  against  the  Hloly 
Oho&t ;  which  haith  lain  heavy  upon  you,  yott  feariBg 
you  hatd  committed  it  1:^  vquesttoning  tiie  trttthi^ 
the  Scriptuises,  and  C^smflA  to  ^tkotim^ij^od. 

I  would  litrve  youto  take  notice  of  this,  that  none 
can  commit  the  sin  against  the  Holy  <]Hiost,  but  that 
mah  or  woman  that  hath  despised  prophecy.  Naw 
you  cannot  despise  prophecy  except  you  do  oppose, 
vilify,  and  speak  evil  of  that  man  that  is  sent  of 
€kKl,  that  hath  the  spirit  of  prophesy ;  for  this  I 
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would  have  you  to  know,  that  there  can  be  no  sin- 
ning against  the  Holy  Ghost,  but  in  the  time  of  a 
commission ;  for  if  a  man  be  sent  of  God,  he  is  sent 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  whosever  doth  despise  that 
man,  that  is  sent  of  God,  he  despiseth  him  that  sent 
him,  and  so  he  cometh  to  commit  that  unpardonable 
sin,  which  will  never  be  forgiven  him  in  this  world, 
nor  in  the  *  world  to  come :  and  this  was  committed 
in  the  days  of  Christ,  and  in  the  apostles  commission, 
as  you  may  know  by  these  words  of  Christ  to  the 
Jews,  when,  as  they  said,  he  cast  out  devils  by  Belzebfib 
the  prince  of  devils.  Here  they  called  the  holy  Spirit 
of  Jesus  a  devil,  and  this  was  that  sin  against  the 
Holy  Ghost.  And  so^  you  may  see .  in  Acts,  the 
apostles  and  Stephen  amusing  the  rulers  of  the  Jews, 
saying,  j/ou  always  resist  the  Holy  Ghost  as  your  fathers 
did ;  and  this  resisting  of  the  Holy  Ghost  was  that 
unpardonable  sin.  And  there  have  been  more  men 
and  women  that  have  sinned  against  the  Holy  Ghost 
within  these  ten  years,  than  there  hath  those  thirteen 
hundred  and  fifty  years ;  for  I  know  of  near  upon  a 
thousand  that  have  sinned  that  sin,  for  which  they 
have  been  damned  to  eternity ;  for  which  we  have 
given  then^  the  sentence  of  condemnation  for  no 
other  sin,  but  for  the  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  in 
that  thej  have  despised  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  be- 
cause they  had  it  not  themselves  ;  for  it  is  the  nature 
of  reason  to  despise  prophesy,  being  convicted  of  its 
own  wisdotn  or  legal  righteousness  of  the  law.  For 
this  I  do  by  infallible  rule  of  faith  in  the  Scriptures 
know,  iand  by  my  own  experience  these  ten  years, 
that  there  hath  been  more  religious  persons,  who  had 
an  outside  righteousness,  hath  committed  the  sin 
against  the  Efoly  Ghost,  for  which  they  have  been 
damned  to  eternity.    I  may  safely  say,  almost  forty 
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to  one  that  hath  had  no  righteousness  in  them  at  all  ; 
for  no  man  or  woman  can  commit  the  sin  against  the 
Holy  Ghost,  but  in  the  time  of  a  commission,  nor 
then  except  he  doth  despise  that  prophet,  messenger 
or  minister,  which  is  sent  of  God  for  his  doctrine, 
and  in  so  doing  he  hath  committed  that  unpardon- 
able sin,  which  vety  few  religious  persons,  that  hath 
talked  with  me,  or  seen  our  writings,  that  hath 
escaped  it. 

Xjoving  Friendy 

I  have  now  finished,  I  suppose,  my  last  book  of 
the  interpretation  of  the  eleventh  of  the  Revelations, 
and  have  prepared  it  ready  for  the  press :  and  there 
is  many  here  in  London,  and  elsewhere  in  the 
country,  that  have  a  great  desire  to  have  it  out, 
but  it  will  cost  such  a  deal  of  money  the  printing, 
that  it  will  be  much  ado  to  be  raised  ;  for  the  print- 
ing of  the  Divine  Looking-GIass  did  cast  me  much 
behind  hand,  and  this  will  cost  more,  because  the 
times  are  so  troublesome  concerning  printing,  that  I 
have  much  ado  to  get  it  printed  at  all.  But  the 
printer  knowing  of  me,  I  printing  so  much,  concern- 
ing this  commission,  knowing  that  they  are  dispersed 
unto  private  persons,  and  not  sold  public  in  the  sta- 
tioner's shops,  he  is  willing  to  undertake  it  with  some 
more  gain  than  formerly. 

Therefore,  if  there  be  any  of  your  acquaintance 
that  hath  any  affection  unto  truth,  if  they  have  any 
freedom  in  themselves,  to  contribute  something  to- 
wards the  printing  of  it ;  >«rhat  they  are  made  free  I 
AaU  not  lay  any  burthen  upon  them  no  where :  if  I 
can  get  mdiiey  enough  to  pay  the  printer  one  half 
down>  he   will  set  about  it  a  matter  of  ten  days 
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lience,  and  the  other  half  must  be  paid  when  he  hath 
done,  which  is  supposed  will  be  about  Easter. 

I  shall  desire  to  hear  from  you  before  that  time,  if 
you  can :  I  do  intend  after  this  is  out  to  see  you  this 
summer. 

.  I  have  had  a  letter  since  I  had  yours,  from  your 
aunt  Carter,  and  am  glad  to  hear  of  her  faith  and 
confidence  in  the  truth,  and  of  the  aflfection  that  is  in 
her  daughter  unto  truth.  I  do  intend  to  send  her  an 
answer  unto  it. 

No  more  at  present,  but  rest  your  friend  in  the 
true  faith  of  Jesus^  the  only  God  blessed  for  ever, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

London^  Feb.  17^  1661. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton^  to  the  Believers  in  Cambridgeshire, 
bearing  Date  from  London,  Aug.  9,  1661. 

Brother  Dickinson^  and  io  ^l  the   reit  of  the   Believers  in 
Cambridgeshire^ 

MY  love  remembered  unto  you  and  your  wife, 
and  unto  all  the  rest  of  our  friends  there  with  you. 

My  writing  unto  you  this  time  is  to  certify  you, 
that  my  daughter  is  come  well  home,  and  I  am  in- 
formed by  her,  that  you  and  other  of  the  believera 
doth  expect  that  I  should  come  into  those  parts  this 
Bartholomew-tide,  because  I  did  send  a  letter  a 
great  while  ago  somewhat  to  that  purpose,  because 
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then  I  did  expect  that  my  daughter  would  have  come 
up  to  London  long  before  that  time  ;  but  since  she 
did  not,  my  mind  is  altered  as  to  that  thing  ;  because 
I  do  not  see  it  necessary,  nor  convenient  to  come  this 
year,  because  my  daughter  having  been  there  so 
long  with  you,  hath  set  such  a  fire  about  the  country, 
that  will  not  be  quenched  in  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks  time,  therefore  not  convenient  that  I  should 
come  suddenly  after  her. 

Therefore  my  desire  is,  that  you  may  be  stedfast 
in-your  faith,  and  that  will  rectify  and  uphold  you  in 
the  midst  of  all  opinions,  and  be  not  fearful  and  un- 
believing, that  is^  afraid  of  every  reed  that  is  shaken 
with  the  wind  :  for,  consider  your  sufferings  for  your 
faith  in  these  times  cannot  extend  unto  death,  as  it 
hath  in  other  commissions. 

And  yet  you  see  how  the  believers  in  other  com- 
missions have  suffered  the  spoiling  of  their  goods, 
and  the  passing  through  death  itself,  rather  than 
shrink  in  their  faith.  And  you  see  the  martyrs,  which 
had  no  foundation,  but  an  infinite  spirit;  yet,  if  they 
should  have  flinched  from  their  faith,  they  would 
never  have  been  able  to  have  gone  through  those 
fiery  trials  as  they  did  ;  which  faith  of  theirs  did  cany 
th(?m  through  death  itself  with  great  joy;  for  none 
can  tell  what  the  power  of  faith  is  until  it  be  tried. 

Now  there  is  none  of  your  trials  that  are  the  be- 
lievers of  this  commission  of  the  Spirit^  that  can 
reach  so  far  as  death,  nor  surely  to  any  punishment 
on  your  bodies,  only  some  charges,  or  perhaps  im* 
prisonment,  which  is  not  worth  the  naming,  and  who 
would  sell  faith  and  a  good  conscience,  and  the  as- 
surance of  eternal  life,  for  a  mess  of  pottage  !  which 
many  a  one  at  this  day  hath  so  done,  and  will  do. 

I  perceive  by  my  daughter,  that  your  thoughts  are 
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as  if  I  should  not  have  such  affection  to  you  as  I  bod 
before,  because  our  brother  Burton  is  come  away 
from  you.  I  would  have  been  glad  if  it  had  been  so 
appointed,  that  he  might  have  stayed  with  you  yet ; 
nevertheless  my  love  and  desire  shall  be  nevertheless 
unto  you,  and  shall  come  and  see  you  as  when  he  was 
there  ;  for  if  he  should  have  stayed  there  I  should  not 
have  come  this  year,  because  of  those  th'ngs  aforesaid, 
and  the  hinderance  of  that  book  that  is  now  in  hand. 
Therefore  I  shall  desire,  in  the  bonds  of  peace,  that 
ye  love  one  another,  and  bear  with  one  another's 
weakness,  so  that  the  weakness  be  not  absolute  sin  or 
wickedness ;  for  you  are  but  few,  and  have  many 
enemies,  therefore  walk  as  children  of  the  light,  that 
you  may  know  the  end  of  your  faith,  which  is  a 
crown  of  eternal  life  ;  that  you  may  receive  the  end 
of  your  faith,  which  God  the  righteous  Judge,  shall 
give  unto  all  those  whose  faith  doth  hold  out  to  the 
end  in  the  belief  of  the  true  God,  which  hath  been 
declared  by  this  commission  of  the  Spirit. 

My  love  remembered  unto  Charles  Cleve,  Thomas 
Parke,  and  goodman  Dovie,  and  the  widow  Adams, 
and  her  daughter  Anne,  and  goodman  Warrboys  and 
Singleton,  and  his  wife,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  faith* 
And  when  your  conveniency  will  serve,  certify  them 
concerning  my  not  coming  to  see  them  this  time« 

No  more  at  present,  but  rest  your  friend  in  the 
eternal  truth,  the  last  commissioner  of  the  Spirit, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Augu$t  9, 1661, 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  the  Prophet  LodowicJce 
Muggleton^  to  Mrs.  Ellen  Sudbury,  bearing  date 
November  28,  1661. 

Friendy 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter,  though  unknown 
to  you  in  the  body  ;  yet  I  perceive  by  your  letter, 
that  light  hath  shined  into  your  heart,  by  the  decla- 
rations of  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  which  I  de- 
sire may  increase  and  grow  in  you,  so  that  you  may 
become  wiser  than  your  teachers,  or  that  society 
which  you  have  been  formerly  acquainted  with,  not- 
withstanding it  is  counted  weakness  and  ignorance  in 
you  ;  yet,  if  your  faith  doth  grow  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  doctrine  of  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  your 
weakness  will  be  stronger  than  their  strength,  and 
your  ignorance  will  prove  wiser  than  their  wisdom  ; 
because  their  wisdom,  which  counts  your  wisdom  ig- 
norance, is  the  wisdom  of  reason,  which  is  the  devil, 
and  your  wisdom  is  the  wisdom  of  faith,  which  is  the 
wisdom  of  God  ;  because  it  leads  you  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  true  God  and  the  right  devil,  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  place  and  nature  of  heaven,  and  the 
place  and  nature  of  hell,  with  the  persons  and  nature 
of  angels,  and  the  mortality  of  the  soul. 

Upon  the  knowledge  of  these  six  principles  dc- 
pendeth  the  eternal  happiness  of  man,  in  which  Jacob 
^mon  was  utterly  ignorant ;  yet  he  doth  talk  of  a 
God,  and  a  devil,  and  of  angels;  but  knows  nothing 
of  the  person  and  nature  of  them.  Yet  his  philoso- 
phical light  was  above  all  men  that  doth  profess 
religioD,  until  thi«  commission  of  the  Spirit  came  forth, 
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which  hath  brought  Jacob  Bemon's  light,  and  many 
other  high  lights,  down  very  low  within  these  ten 
years,  as  you  may  read  in  our  writings,  if  you  have 
them  all,  and  if  you  have  them  not  all,  send  to  me, 
and  I  will  help  you  to  them,  and  they  will  inform 
you  further  than  I  can  by  word  or  pen. 

The  books  that  were  written  by  us,  the  witnesses 
of  the  Spirit,  are  these  : 

First,  A  Transcendant  Spiritual  Treatise. 

Secondly,  An  Epistle  to  the  Ministers. 

Thirdly,  A  Letter  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London. 

Fourthly,  A  Remonstrance. 

Fifthly,  A  Divine  Looking-Glass. 

Sixthly,  The  Mortality  of  the  Soul. 

These  were  all  written  by  us  the  ministers  of  the 
Spirit* 

There  is  one  more,  which  I  shall  set  forth,  which 
I  suppose  will  be  the  last  that  will  be  set  forth  by  me. 
It  is  The  Interpretation  of  the  Eleventh  Chapter  of  the 
Revelation^  which  is  much  desired  by  many. 

You  speak  as  if  I  had  some  thoughts  to  come  down, 
and  that  somebody  did  speak  something  to  that  pur* 
pose :  but  I  do  not  know  why  they  should  say  so  ; 
for  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did  say  any  such  thing, 
neither  had  I  any  ground  to  say  so,  because  I  do  not 
know  any  one  in  those  parts  that  hath  any  such  affec- 
tions to  me,  or  to  the  doctrine  held  forth  by  me,  ex- 
cept it  be  one  Dorothy  Carter,  and  one  Edward 
Frewterill,  at  Chesterfield,  else  I  know  none  by  name 
in  those  parts  that  hath  any  affections  to  these  things. 
Now  this  Edward  Frewterill  was  a  great  Bemonist 
before  he  had  heard  of  our  books ;  yet,  nevertheless, 
I  am  encouraged  by  your  letter  to  come  and  see  you, 
but  it  will  be  next  summer  first,  and  then  I  am  to  go 
into  Cambridgeshire,  ancj  that  is  a  quite  contrary  way 
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from  you ;  yet  I  am  unacquainted  in  those  parts,  yet 
I  have  been  at  Harhorough,  in  Northamptonshire, 
and  at  Ashby  de  la  Zouch,  in  Leicestershire  ;  there 
have  been  some  of  my  name,  which  did  live  at  Not- 
tingham, they  were  of  kin  tome  ;  but  kindred  hath 
been  of  little  value  to  me  from  a  child.  If  you  be 
acquainted  with  Dorothy  Carter,  and  £dwara  Frew- 
terill,  let  me  know  it,  and  whether  you  had  the  books 
by  their  means  or  no. 

No  more  at  present,  but  rest  your  friend  in  the 
faith  of  the  true  God  the  Man  Christ  Jesus  in  glory, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

You  may  direct  your  letter  to  me  as  you  did  before, 
in  Great  Trinity-lane,  over  against  the  Lion  and  the 
Lamb. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton,  to  Mrs.  Ellen  Sudbury.  April  7 9  1662. 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  dated  March  28,  with 
the  inclosed  to  Mr..  Hatter,  which  he  coming  to  my 
house  at  that  same  time  the  letter  came,  I  gave  unto 
him,  at  which  he  was  very  glad  to  see,  and  he  reading 
of  mine,  was  the  more  refreshed  in  his  mind  to  hear  of 
your  love,  feiith,  and  stedfastness  in  this  commission 
of  the  Spirit.  Also  I  shewed  it  to  my  daughter,  and 
to  others  of  the  faith,  which  doth  much  rejoice  at 
your  faith  and  satisfaction  you  have  in  the  under- 
standing of  the  truth,  in  that  you  are  made  partaker 
with  us  in  the  like.precious  feith,  which  doth  consist 
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in  the  right  understanding  of  the  true  God  and  the 
right  devil ;  the  rise  of  the  two  seeds,  and  the  dis- 
tinction of  the  three  commissions,  which  no  more  in 
the  world  doth  know  at  this  day,  but  the  believers  of 
this  commission  of  the  Spirit  only ;  because  they  have 
no  true  spiritual  foundation  as  a  rock,  but  their  foun- 
dation is  upon  the  sand,  even  all  the  teachers  in  the 
world,  and  the  Quaker's  principle  or  foundation  is 
the  worst  of  all  ;  though  it  seemeth  to  be  the  best  of 
all  in  righteousness  of  life;  yet  the  worst  of  all  in 
point  of  doctrine  :  and  that  they  will  find  in  the  end, 
though  they  mav  flourish  for  a  time ;  for  no  Quaker, 
nor  any  other  that  hath  heard  of  this  commission  of 
the  Spirit,  and  of  the  doctrine  declared  by  it,  and 
doth  not  understand  it,  and  believe  it,  they  cannot 
be  saved,  let  their  holiness  of  life  be  never  so  much ; 
for  God  hath  not  regard  unto  the  righteousness  of 
life,  except  it  doth  proceed  from  faith  in  the  true 
God ;  which  no  Quaker,  nor  any  other  man  hath, 
but  those  that  have  faith  in  this  commission  of  the 
Spirit.  Therefore  it  is  that  they  do  all  fight  against 
the  true  God,  and  against  the  commission  of  the 
Spirit ;  but  I  am  refreshed  at  your  experience  and 
growth  in  grace  and  knowledge  of  the  true  God ;  and 
in  that  you  have  eyes,  and  can  see,  as  Christ  said 
unto  his  disciples.  Blessed  are  your  eyes,  for  they  see ; 
for  many  hath  eyes,  but  they  see  not.  Also  I  am  glad  to 
see  that  your  understanding  is  enlightened  to  see  the 
true  interpretation  of  Scripture,  which  is  given  by 
this  commission  of  the  Spirit;  and  this  book  of 
The  Eleventh  of  the  RevelaHom  is  very  little  else  but 
interpretation  of  many  {^ices  of  Scripture,  besides 
the  chaptar  itself,  which  will  enlighten  the  under- 
standing in  the  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  more  than 
all  that  hath  been  written  bdbre ;  therefore  I  have 
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sent  ybu  three  of  them  ;  because  if  there  should  be 
amr  others  besides  yourself,  that  should'  have  any 
affection  to  them  besides  yourself,  let  them  have 
them ;  but  I  shall  leave  that  to  your  discretion,  do 
what  you  will  with  them. 

1  received  a  letter  from  Edward  Frewterill,  and 
jour  jtunt  Carter,  with  the  money,  bearing  date 
March  the  19th,  166 1  ;  but  I  have  not  sent  them 
any  answer  as  yet,  nor  no  books;  but  I  do  intend 
to  send  this  week,  if  the  carrier  be  in  town. 

And  as  for  my  coming  down  into  the  country,  I  do 
much  rejoice  at  your's  and  your  aunt  Curtis's  aflFec- 
tionin  desiring  of  me  to  come,  which  I  do  intend  to 
do,  but  I  think  it  will  be  about  James-tide,  for  I 
must  go  ittto  Cambridgeshire  about  Midsummer,  and 
after  I  hav6  been  there,  I  do  intend  to  see  you.  So 
being  in  haste^  I  rest  your  friend  in  the  true  faith. 


LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 


Mr.  Hatter  remembers  his  love  unto  you.  My 
daugtiter  remembers  her  love,  with  others  of  the 
4itqr  ^nto  you. 

Lfmiony  April  7th,  1662. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggieton,  to  Mrs.  Dorothy  Carter^  of  Chesterfield, 
bearing  date  April  12,  1662. 
Loving  Friend  in  the  true  Faiths  Dorothy  Cattery 

I  RECEIVED  the  thirty-five  shillings  of  Hol- 
land's man.  Also  I  received  the  inclosed  letter  as  it 
was  directed. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  of  your  faith  in  this  commission, 
^  and  of  your  aflFections  and  forwardness  in  things  of 
Uiis  nature,  and  of  your  daughter's  faith  in  the  true 
God.  I  shall  not  write  to  you,  but  of  those  things 
that  are  expected  by  you,  that  is,  of  my  coming  down 
to  see  you. 

I  do  intend  to  come  about  James-tide,  for  I  must 
go  about  Midsummer  into  Cambridgeshire  ;  that 
journey  is  but  short,  I  can  return  again  in  twelve  or 
fourteen  days  time. 

In  the  mean  time  you  may  read  over  this  book, 
which  I  believe  will  give  you  more  light  in  th^  Scrip- 
tures, than  all  that  ever  you  have  read ;  I  have  sent 
you  six  of  them*  Let  Mr.  Frewterill  have  one ;  as 
for  the  Test,  dispose  of  them  as  you  please.  If  there 
be  any  need  for  any  more  of  them,  send  to  me,  and 
I  will  send  them.  I  have  sent  three  to  your  cousin 
Sudbury  on  Monday  last,  by  the  Nottingham  car- 
rier ;  he  goeth  forth  on  Monday. 

No  more  at  present,  but  my  love  remembered  to 
you  and  your  daughter,  having  an  intent  to  see  you 
at  the  time  appointed.  I  rest  your  friend  in  the  faith, 
as  it  is  in  Jesus, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Mr.  Hatter  and  my  daughter  remember  their  loves 
unto  you,  and  your  daughter,  and  Mr.  Frewterill. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton,  to  Mrs.  Bladdweli,  a  Believer^  hearing 
date  May  30,  1662. 

Friend  Mrs.  BladdweUy 

I  UNDERSTAND  by  Mrs.  Chitwood  and  my 
daughter,  that  you  are  desirous  to  be  declared  one  of 
the  olessed  ones'  of  the  Lord  by  me,  which  I  do  be- 
lieve that  you  are  of  that  seed  which  is  appointed 
unto  eternal  happiness,  therefore  you  have  been  pre- 
served even  to  the  last  hour,  which  is  the  eleventh 
hour  of  the  day  ;  for  the  twelfth  hour  is  the  hour  of 
eternity,  when,  as  no  man  can  work,  neither  will 
there  be  any  need  of  the  work  of  faith  any  more,  be- 
cause eternity  enters  in  at  the  twelfth  hour. 

I  say  you  have  been  preserved  as  Nicodemus  was, 
to  be  born  again  by  the  words  of  Christ,  when  he  was 
old ;  so  now  for  you  to  be  born  again  by  this  com- 
mission of  the  Spirit,  when  you  are  old,  it  is  a  thing 
which  I  have  not  known,  no,  not  since  this  commis- 
sion hath  been  upon  me,  that  one  so  old  as  you  are 
should  believe  truth,  when  it  is  declared,  even  at  the 
last  hour.  It  cannot  be  expected  by  me,  neither  of 
God  himself,  that  you  should  grow  to  any  maturity 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and  the  right 
devil,  with  many  other  heavenly  mysteries,  as  if  you 
were  but  in  the  sixth  or  ninth  hour  of  your  age  ;  but 
it  is  well  for  you  that  ever  you  was  bom,  that  you 
were  of  that  seed  that  was  capable  to  believe  in  this 
commission  of  the  Spirit,  when  as  you  did  hear  of  it, 
which  is  a  great  Providence  unto  you,  being  caught 
in  the  net  of  eternal  happiness,  which  is  the  com- 
m^ission  of  the  Spirit,  before  you  departed  this  life. 
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But  however,  whetheryour  understanding  or  know- 
ledge do  increase  or  no,  so  as  to  discourse  to  the  con- 
vincing of  others  that  are  enemies  to  truth,  yet  let 
your  feith  be  strong  in  what  you  have  received  by 
reading  in  those  books,  which  have  been  written  by 
the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit,  and  in  vindication  of  this 
commission,  and  you  shall  fare  no  worse  than  I  my- 
self shall  do.  In  which  faith  you  so  living,  and  so 
dying,  (I  not  questioning  you  in  the  least)  I  do 
declare  your  soul  and  body  happy  and  blessed  to 
eternity, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON, 

One  of  the  last  tzx>o  Witnesses  and  Prophets  of  the  Com- 
mission  of  the  Spirit  unto  the  High  and  Mighttf  Ood,  the 
Man  Christ  Jesusy  in  Glory. 

May  30,  1668. 


The  Prophet  Lodowicke  Muggieton's  Blessing  to  Mrs* 
Sarah  Short.  Transcribed  from  a  Copy  drawn  fronk 
the  Original.     Given  to  her  by  him^  June  2,  \^^. 

Dear  friend,  in  the  eternal  Truth,  Mrs.  Short, 

I  UNDERSTOOD  by  a  word  or  two  that 
Mrs.  Chitwood  spake,  that  you  were  not  well  sa- 
tisfied in  those  words  that  I  spake  unto  you  concern- 
ing y6ur  eternal  happiness,  as  if  I  did  not  look  upon 
you  to  be  of  the  seed  of  faith,  or  one  of  the  blessed 
of  the  Lord,  because  I  bade  you  not  be  troubled  in 
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your  miijd  concerning  that,  for  you  should  fare  no 
worse  than  myself  did,  and  what  could  I  say  more ; 
for  if  I  had  not  looked  upon  you  as  one  of  the  seed 
of  £dth,  I  should  never  have  said  so  unto  you  ;  for 
I  never  did  say  so  unto  any,  but  unto  those  which 
I  do  really  believe  to  be  of  the  seed  of  faith,  espe- 
cially ui^to  those  that  do  ask  it  out  of  singleness  of 
heart,  as  1  do  believe  you  did  ;  but  this  I  would  have 
you  to  consider,  that  a  prophet  cannot  give  faith  and 
revelation  unto  any,  whereby  they  may  find  those 
refreshments  and  joy  of  heart.  It  must  arise  from 
your  own  seed  of  faith,  neither  can  it  arise  so  in  you 
as  it  doth  in  others,  neither  can  it  be  expected  of 
you,  because  you  are  not,  neither  have  you  been 
exercised  with  the  trouble  of  this  world  as  others  are* 
And  then  again  the  weakness  pf  ypur  nature  is  such, 
that  you  cannot  exercise  your  mind  aboul;  the  busi* 
ness  and  lawful  affairs  of  this  world,  which  would  be  a 
great  refreshment  unto  nature,  as  it  were  the  assur- 
ance of  eternal  lifei  is  which  nat;itre  hath  denied  unto 
you  ;  but  it  is  well  for  you  that  eyer  you  were  born, 
that  you  were  of  that  blessed  seed,  that  will  beliappy 
in  the  end.  I  should  be  glad  that  your  faith  might 
grow  as  strong  as  that  woman^s  did,  which  w^s  trou- 
bled with  the  bloody  isisue,  that  if  she  could  but  touch 
our  Lord's  garment  she  should  be  whole ;  and  ac- 
cording to  her  faith  it  was  upto  her,  apd,  not  only 
so,  but  she  had  the  ^aw*ance  of  eternaJ  life  beside  ; 
for  virUie  went  out  of  oijr  iiord  not  only  to  cure  the 
bloody  issue,  but  the  peace  and  satisfaction  of  her 
mipd  concerning  a  life  to  come*  Therefore  it  is  said 
he  looked  round  about  to  see  her  that  had  done  this 
thing,  and  he  said,  Dmghfer  thy  faith  h^th  made:  thee 
rthok  ;  ga  in  peace. 

H^TO  you  may  se^,  it  wasi  not  our  Lord  that  did 


Digitized  by 


Google 


M 

give  her  faith,  but  it  was  her  own  faith  which  made 
her  whole,  both  natural  and  spiritual ;  neither  can 
any  prophet  give  faith  to  any,  neither  doth  God  him- 
self give  faith  to  any,  it  must  arise  from  its  own  seed. 
You  may  say  then,  why  doth  the  Scripture  say,  that 
feith  is  the  gift  of  God  ?  To  which  I  answer,  for 
these  two  reasons  ;  because  the  seed  of  faith  is  of  his 
own  Divine  nature,  and  that  breath  of  life,  which  God 
breathed  into  Adam,  was  that  breath  or  seed  of  faith ; 
and  whoever  is  partaker  of  the  seed  of  Adam,  they  are 
of  the  seed  of  faith  ;  so  in  time  it  doth  arise  out  of 
that  seed  into  art,  so  that  the  creature  come  to  the 
peace  of  assurance  of  eternal  life.  And  in  this  sense 
it  may  be  said,  that  feith  is  the  gift  of  God,  because 
God  gave  the  seed  in  the  original  unto  Adam,  and 
not  in  particular  unto  every  person,  as  hath  been  a 
long  time  vainly  imagined  through  the  ignorance  of 
man  not  knowing  the  two  seeds. 

Secondly,  it  may  be  said,  that  faith  is  the  giflt  of 
Grod,  in  that  he  hath  chosen  prophets  and  ambassa- 
dors to  preach  faith.  Therefore,  saith  Paul,  Faith 
cometk^  by  hearing  tl$e  Word  of  God  preached^  and  how 
can  he  preach  except  he  he  sent. 

The  meaning  is  this,  that  the  act  of  feith  cometb 
by  hearing  the  Word  of  God  preached  by  me,  or 
more,  that  is  sent  of  Grod,  but  the  seed  and  roots  of 
feith  was  in  them  that  did  believe  before,  and  not 
immediately  given  of  God,  as  I  said  before. 

But  in  regard  God  did  send  messengers  to  preach 
faith,  and  so  that  seed  is  awakened,  and  cometh  to 
act  itself  forth  in  power,  so  as  to  justify  themselves 
towards  God,  and  towards  man  ;  for  being  justified 
by  feith,  we  have  peace  with  God. 

And  in  this  regard,  it  may  be  said,  that  faithf  is  a 
giflof  God,  in  that  he  hath  sent  men  to  declare  truth. 
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and  so  them  that  beheve  them  may  be  said  to  receive 
faith  from  God  ;  for  he  that  receiveth  a  prophet,  in 
the  name  of  a  prophet,  receiveth  him  that  sent  him ; 
and  whoever  receiveth  a  prophet,  in  the  name  of  a 
prophet,  shall  receive  a  prophet's  reward,  which  re- 
ward is  eternal  life ;  for  prophets  have  little  else  to 
give.  And  if  it  be  well  considered  it  is  enough,  and 
5U5  the  woman's  faith  did  draw  virtue  from  our  Lord, 
so  there  will  virtue  go  from  the  commission  of  the 
Spirit  as  to  your  eternal  happiness.  Let  your  faith 
wholly  depend  upon  it,  and  you  shall  fare  no  worse 
than  myself  doth :  you  shall  have  the  end  of  your 
faith,  even  the  salvation  of  your  soul. 

And  that  you  may  be  sure  I  do  declare  you  one  of 
the  blessed  of  the  Lord  to  eternity.  I  thought  good 
to  write  these  few  lines  unto  you,  for  your  further 
confirmation  of  your  eternal  happiness  after  death./ 

Your  faithful  Friend, 

and  true  Prophet, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Jiin<8,  1662. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
MuggUton^  to  Mrs.  Dorothy  Carter,  of  Chesterfield^ 
bearing  date  July  14,  1662,  from  London. 
Loving  Friend^  in  the  eternal  Truths  Dorothy  Carter, 

MY  love  remembered  unto  you  and  to  our  friend 
Mr.  Frewterill. 
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I  undei-stand  by  your  letter,  tha^  you  received  the 
six  books,  and  how  you  disposed  of  some  of  them, 
and  of  a  maid  that  liveth  with  you,  that  is  brought 
to  believe  this  commission,  which  I  am  very  glad  to 
hear  that  one  so  young  should  be  called  by  this  de- 
claration of  truth,  even  as  my  daughter  was,  even  at 
the  sixth  hour  of  the  day,  that  is,  in  their  in&ncy  'r 
for  there  is  but  the  sixth  hour,  ninth,  and  eleventh 
hour ;  for  the  twelfth  hour  is  the  hour  of  eternity. 

The  sixth  is  youth  or  childhood,  the  ninth  is  mid- 
dle age,  the  eleventh  hour  is  old  age,  which  is  the  Fast 
hour,  then  cometh  the  twelfth  hour,  which  is  the  hour 
of  eternity. 

I  do  know  but  of  two  that  are  called  at  the  eleventh 
hour,  not  these  ten  years,  but  at  the  sixth  many,  but 
most  of  all  at  the  ninth  hour  of  the  day,  that  is,  mid- 
dle age. 

Also  vou  desired  a  book  all  bound  together,  for  that 
maid's  brother,  which  Mr.  Hatter  did  send  in  my  ab- 
sence. I  hope  you  did  receive  it ;  I  am  glad  to  hear 
of  your  faith  and  refreshment,  that  you  find  in  this 
commission  of  the  Spirit,  in  the  understanding  of 
those  things  declared-  by  this  commission.  I  make 
no  question  but  that  you  shall  increase  in  faith, 
light  and  life,  to  the  opposing  of  all  those  blind  and 
dark  lights,  the  Quakers,  that  have  no  God  but  what 
is  within  them,  and  that  light  within  them  will  be 
found  in  the  end  to  be  but  darkness ;  and  then  how 
great  will  that  darkness  be  I  I^br  their  God  and  their 
light  within  themselves  Will  perish  to  eternity;  for 
though  they  seem  to  be  the  b*st  of  all  the  seven 
churches  in  righteousness  of  life,  and  do  suffer  more 
by  the  powers  ofthe  nation  than  any  other,  yet  they 
are  the  worst  of  all  the  seven  churches  in  point  of 
doctrine;    for  they   are  absolutely    the    sipirit   of 
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antichrist,  which  deniethi  both  the  Father  and  the 
Son;  for  though  the  other  churches  do  deny  the 
Father  to  be  a  person  in  the  form  of  a  man,  yet  they 
will  acknowledge  that  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  is  now 
in  heaven,  in  that  body  that  suffered  death  ;  but  these 
Quakers  do  deny,  that  the  same  body  of  flesh  is  now 
living,  therefore  the  spirit  of  antichrist,  which  de- 
nieth  both  the  Father  and  the  Son  to  be  a  person  ; 
for  those  Quakers  are  but  the  very  influence  of  John 
Robin's  witchcraft  spirit,  he  being  the  antichrist  in 
this  last  age,  which  did  shew  such  signs  and  wonders 
as  is  written  of  by  John   Reeve,  and  many  more  !\ 

strange  things  than   what  was   written,  which  was  '\ 

acted  in  my  house  by  some  of  his  prophets,  which 
I  am  an  eye-witness  of  before  I  had  any  knowledge  of 
God,  or  knew  what  did  belong  to  a  commission, 
neither  will  any  of  his  prophets  or  disciples  own  any 
such  thing  now,  though  they  know  that  this  witch- 
craft power  was  taken  from  him,  and  so  from  them, 
by  that  sentence  of  eternal  death,  which  John  Reeve 
had  pronounced  upon  him. 

Therefore  it  matters  not  whether  the  Quakers  do 
believe  any  thing  concerning  him  or  no. 

Are  the  Quakers  so  simple  to  think,  that  any  of 
John  Robin's  disciples  will  tell  him  the  truth  how 
they  were  bewitched  by  him  ?  No,  nor  no  other  man, 
neither  could  we  ourselves,  if  we  had  not  had  a  know- 
ledge above  him,  and  a  commission  too,  we  could 
neither  have  brought  down  his  power,  nor  have 
known  how,  and  by  what  means,  he  did  procure  it, 
with  divers  other  actions,  which  his  disciples  did  act, 
which  I  shall  relate,  if  need  be,  when  I  see  you. 

The  thing  of  concern  in  your  letter  is  concerning 
these  words  of  Christ :  Swear  not  by  heaven^  for  that 
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is  God's  throne,  nor  by  the  earth,  for  that  is  his  footstool ; 
and  so  in  another  place,  bade  them  swear  not  at  all. 

I  know  your  desire  is  to  know  in  what  sense  it  may- 
be said.  Swear  not  at  all. 

You  may  remember  it  was  said  by  Christ,  Let  your 
conversation  be  yea,  yea,  and  nay,  nay,  for  what  cometk 
more  is  evil. 

These  words  of  Christ  were  not  to  his  disciples,  but 
to  those  Jews  that  were  under  the  law  of  Moses. 

Therefore  it  is  that  Christ  doth  expound  the  law, 
shewing  what  was  said  of  old,  and  then  giving  in  his 
judgment,  which  is  thus  :  It  was  said  of  old,  thou  shalt 
not  forswear  thyself,  but  shalt  perform  the  vow  that  thou 
hast  made,  and  so  forth,  but  I  say,  swear  not  at  all, 
neither  by  heaven,  and  the  like. 

.  Which  words  (Stvear  not  at  all)  was  only  to  beat 
men  off  from  swearing  to  unrighteous  things,  and  from 
swearing  vainly  in  their  common  discourse,  as  it  is 
usual  amongst  men  in  these  our  days,  as  they  did 
swear  by  heaven  in  those  days,  and  by  the  eartn,  and 
by  the  city,  and  by  a  man's  head,  and  those  things 
did  they  in  their  common  discourse.  Therefore  it  was 
that  Christ  said.  Let  your  yea  be  yea,  and  your  nay,  nay^ 
be  all,  for  need  you  use  swearing  in  your  common  talk 
or  dealings,  for  swearing  in  this  kind  is  evil ;  for  do 
not  they  do  so  now-a-days  ?  Will  not  men  swear 
by  their  faith,  which  true  faith  is  the  nature  of  God, 
which  they  know  not?  They  will  swear  by  God,  and 
yet  know  him  not ;  they  will  swear  by  God's 
blood,  and  yet  they  do  not  believe  that  he  had 
any  blood  ;  and  so  God  damn  them,  and  yet 
they  are  loth  to  be  damned,  with  many  other 
oaths,  which  are  frivolous,  in  their  common 
discourse,  which  becomes  evil  and  ein  to  them  that 
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practise  it,  and  a  guilt  upon  the  consciences  of  those 
that  use  it. 

I  would  not  have  you  think,  that  these  words  of 
Christ  did  take  you  off  from  all  swearing  at  nil,  not 
as  the  Quakers  do  blindly  imagine,  that  will  not  be 
a  witness  in  any  business ;  let  it  be  of  bonds  con- 
cerning money,  or  other  cases,  in  which  they 
know  that  the  innocent  will  suffer  and  lose  their 
right,  for  want  of  their  witnessing  to  it ;  and  they 
must  do  it  in  that  form  and  order,  that  the  law  of 
the  land  hath  ordained,  else  a  man's  word  is  worth 
nothing,  though  it  be  never  so  true;  and  the  un- 
righteous hath  gotten  the  better  for  want  of  an  oath, 
and  the  innocent  hath  lost  his  right,  through  the 
blindness  and  ignorance  of  those  that  strain  the  let- 
ter of  the  Scriptures  beyond  the  intent  of  them, 
neither  can  the  judge  help  the  innocent  in  such  a 
case. 

But  as  for  those  oaths,  that  are  imposed  upon  the 
Quakers  and  other  people  now  of  late,  it  is  utterly 
unlawful  for  any  one  that  hath  any  light  or  tender- 
ness of  conscience  in  him  to  take  ;  for  he  that  takes 
it  receives  the  mark  of  the  beast,  either  in  the  fore- 
head, or  in  the  hand,  he  shall  not  be  suffered  to  buy 
or  sell  else.  He  that  receiveth  the  mark  in  the  fore- 
head is  he  that  doth  take  the  oath  willingly  ;  and  he 
that  receiveth  the  mark  in  the  hand  is  he  that  doth 
take  the  oath  against  his  will,  only  for  fear  of  im- 
prisonment, or  the  suffering  of  loss  in  their  estate  ; 
neither  shall  they  be  suffered  to  buy  or  sell  except 
they  receive  the  mark  in  their  hand.  And  this  is  the 
state  of  this  land  at  this  day. 

It  will  be  well  for  those  few  of  this  faith  that  are 
preserved  from  that  pollution  upon  the  mind. 
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It  will  be  too  tedious  to  speak  what  might  be  said 
concerning  oaths,  therefore  I  shall  let  it  alone  until 
I  see  you,  and  then  I  shall  inform  you  further  in  it, 
which  will  not  be  long  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter ; 
for  I  do  intend  to  set  out  of  London  on  the  28th  day 
of  July,  being  Monday  :  I  do  intend  to  come  to 
Nottingham  first.  I  cannot  give  our  friend  Mr. 
Frewterill  any  certain  knowledge  where  or  when  he 
should  meet  with  us  ;  for  I  know  not  as  yet  whether 
Mr.  Hudson  will  have  two  horses  or  no ;  he  hath  one 
for  himself,  for  he  is  going  into  Lancashire  to  some 
friends  there  ;  so  that  we  know  not  whether  we  shall 
go  any  further  than  the  carrier  or  no. 

So  with  my  love  remembered  unto  yourself,  and 
Mr.  Frewterill,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  faith  with 
you,  I  rest 

Your  Friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 


There  is  a  letter  inclosed  of  Mr.  Frewteriirs,  which 
should  have  been  sent  to  you  when  I  was  in  Cam* 
bridgeshire.  He  remembers  his  love  to  you,  and  is 
glad  to  hear  of  your  faith  in  the  truth. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton,  to  Mrs.  Ellen  Sudbury y  July  19,  1662. 

Friend  in  the  Faith  of  the  true  God,  Ellen  Sudbury ^ 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  dated  May  26,  with 
a  letter  inclosed  from  our  friend  in  the  same  faith, 
Dorothy  Carter ;  but  I  could  not  send  you  an  answer 
until  now.  I  had  but  one  day  to  stay  in  town, 
after  that  I  received  yours ;  but  I  gave  order  to  our 
friend  Mr.  Hatter  to  write  unto  you,  and  to  send  the 
book  which  your  aunt  Carter  wrote  for,  which  I 
hope  did  come  to  your  hands  accordingly,  though  I 
have  heard  nothing  of  it.  Also  I  do  much  rejoice 
to  hear  of  your  growth  in  the  faith,  and  in  your  un- 
derstanding, being  enlightened  so  as  to  see  the  foun- 
dations of  all  saving  truths,  by  the  belief  of  this 
commission  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  not  a  little  re- 
freshment unto  me  ;  though  the  present  peace,  and 
eternal  salvation,  will  redown  unto  yourself;  or 
though  I  was  left  alone,  even  as  the  prophet  Elijah 
was,  and  as  the  prophet  Esaiah,  who  saith.  Who  hath 
believed  our  report  f  Or  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the 
Lord  revealed?  Yet  should  I  not  think  nevertheless 
of  the  commission,  neither  is  there  any  saving  truth, 
but  in  a  commission :  and  as  you  say  well,  though 
you  have  been  a  professor,  or  seeker  after  the  truth, 
yet  you  never  found  the  like  effect  wrought  in  you, 
as  you  have  done  since  you  were  acquainted  with  us, 
the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit ;  which  1  perceive  by  your 
letter,  you  are  given  to  understand  the  form  and 
-  nature  of  the  true  God,  the  form  and  nature  of  the 
right  devil :  and  that  it  was^  the  Godhead  that  suf- 
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fered  death  upon  the  cross:  and  that  the  believing 
of  this  is  to  eat  his  flesh,  and  drink  his  blood  ;  and 
this  will  quench  the  thirst  of  sin  ;  for  it  was  for  sin 
that  he  shed  his  blood,  therefore  it  is  said  in  Scrip- 
ture, In  that  he  died,  he  died  unto  sin  ;  that  is,  to  sa- 
tisfy sin,  which  could  not  be  satisfied  but  by  the 
blood  of  God,  neither  would  there  have  been  any 
eternal  damnation  unto  the  seed  of  reason,  which  is 
the  seed  of  the  serpent,  but  by  his  quickening  again 
into  life ;  so  that  by  his  passing  through  death  to 
Ufe  again,  he  hath  purchased  eternal  life  for  the  seed 
of  faith,  and  eternal  death  to  the  seed  of  reason. 

These  sayings  will  be  counted  hard  sayings  by  most 
men  and  women  in  the  world  ;  but  blessed  are  they 
that  understand  them  and  believe  them,  which  I 
perceive  you  do  ;  for  what  greater  faith  can  there  be 
in  any,  than  to  understand  the  form  and  nature  of 
the  true  God,  the  form  and  nature  of  the  right  devil, 
and  to  believe  the  Godhead  life  to  die,  as  it  is  held 
forth  in  this  commission  of  the  Spirit. 

I  may  say  by  you,  as  our  Lord  said  in  another 
case;  where  he  saith.  That  he  had  not  found  such  faith, 
no  not  in  Israel:  so  may  I  say  that  I  have  not  found 
such  strong  faith,  not  in  one,  that  never  saw  none  of 
us,  nor  spake  with  us :  I  may  say,  I  have  not  found 
such  £Btith,  no  not  in  England  ;  and  be  sure  that 
such  a  faith  can  never  fail,  because  it  is  built  upon  a 
rock,  even  upon  the  commission  of  the  Spirit,  as 
Peter's  ivas  in  his  time :  and  when  Peter  had  made  a 
confession  of  his  faith  unto  our  Lord,  he  said,  Upon 
this  rock  will  I  build  my  church  ;  that  is,  on  this  faithj 
which  thou  art,  of  Peter,  so  that  the  gates  of  hell 
shall  not  prevail  against  it.  So  it  is  with  every  com- 
missionated  prophet,  his  feith  and  commission  is  the 
rock  for  all  the  seed  of  faith,  which  is  the  church  to 
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build  upon,  neither  shall  the  gates  of  hell  prevail 
against  the  faith  that  is  built  upon  this  commission 
of  the  Spirit,  no  more  than  it  did  in  l^eter's  commis- 
sion, which  was  the  commission  of  the  blood ;  but 
it  shall  be  a  rook  in  this  last  age.  And  I  am  glad 
for  your  own  sake  that  you  do  understand  so  well 
the  distinction  of  the  three  commissions ;  for  I  do 
find  that  those  that  do  lay  the  greatest  weight  upon 
the  commission,  do  grow  most  eminent  in  faith  and 
understanding. 

Yet  I  very  seldom  press  the  commission  upon  any 
except  it  be  to  some  wise  in  reason,  that  would  run 
away  with  the  doctrine  of  this  commission,  thinking 
to  be  saved  by  that,  without  the  commission  of  the 
Spirit ;  as  if  the  doctrine  that  we  declare,  may  be 
truth  and  saving,  but  we  ourselves  felse  messengers, 
and  so  in  danger  to  be  lost. 

These  things  do  I  meet  withal  sometimes,  having 
to  do  with  all  sorts,  and  all  dispositions  of  men, 
within  these  ten  years  :  and  I  do  find  now  of  late, 
that  this  commission  of  the  Spirit  hath  put  all  men, 
of  what  opinion  in  religion  soever,  unto  such  a  loss, 
that  they  know  not  which  way  to  turn  to  find  rest ; 
all  of  them  being  ignorant  of  the  true  God,  and  the 
right  devil ;  and  as  for  a  commission  of  the  Spirit, 
they  stop  their  ears  against  it,  even  against  that 
which  should  show  them  the  way  to  their  eternal  rest 
and  peace,  which  I  am  sure  cannot  be  but  by  this 
commission  of  the  Spirit ;  for  men  and  women  can- 
not lay  too  much  stress  upon  the  commission  :  for  if 
we,  the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit,  be  true  and  happy, 
(aa  I  know  we  are,)  then  all  those  that  believe  it 
shall  be  happy  also :  then  of  necessity,  all  otli^ 
opinions  that  do  hear  of  it,  and  do  not  believe  in  it, 
must  be  unhappy,  and  perish  to  eternity.    But  if  we 
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be  false,  (as  I  have  said  to  many  that  have  been 
damned  by  me)  then  shall  they,  and  all  the  world  be 
saved,  and  we  only,  and  those  that  believe  our  re- 
port, shall  be  damned  to  eternity. 

Thus  it  must  go ;  you,  and  all  the  seed  of  faith 
must  venture  your  eternal  happiness  upon  the  com- 
mission of  the  Spirit  declared  by  us,  the  chosen 
witnesses  of  God  ;  and  we  being  happy,  you  that 
believe,  shall  be  happy  also  ;  and  so  all  other  opi- 
nions whatsoever  besides,  which  hear  of  it,  and  do 
not  believe  it,  will  be  unhappy,  and  perish  to 
eternity. 

This  is  that  strait  and  narrow  way  that  leads  to 
life,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it ;  not  as  man  doth 
vainly  imagine,  that  men  may  go  to  heaven  in  every 
opinion  ;  no,  there  is  but  one  truth,  one  way,  one 
eternal  life ;  neither  is  this  true  way  to  be  found  but 
in  the  faith  of  this  commission  of  the  Spirit ;  and 
blessed  are  they  that  have  faith  in  it. 

I  did  think  to  have  come  to  see  you  a  week  before 
I  now  shall,  through  some  occasion  that  Mr.  Hud- 
son hath ;  but  I  do  intend  to  set  out  of  London  on 
the  28th  day  of  July,  but  whether  I  shall  come  any 
sooner  than  the  carrier  doth,  I  cdnnot  yet  tell ;  but 
I  suppose  you  are  the  first  tlmtl  shall  come  unto,  be- 
cause I  think  your  aunt  Carter  liveth  twenty  miles 
further  than  you* 

My  daughter  and  Mr.  Hatter  remember  their  loves 
unto  you,  rejoicing  to  hear  of  your  growth  of  faith, 
and  your  understanding  you  have  expressed  in  your 
letter  concerning  the  true  God  and  right  devil. 

This,  with  my  love  remembered  unto  you,  I  rest 
your  friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

London^  July  14,  1662. 
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A  Copy  of  the  Prophet  Lodowicke  Muggleton's  Blessings 
given  by  Mm  to  Mrs.  Ellen  StMibury,  Aug.  11,  1662. 

Jkar  Ftiend  in  the  true  faith  of  Jesus,  EUen  Sudbury, 

I  CALLING  to  mind  some  passages  in  your  let- 
ters soit  to  me  at  London,,  whidi  gave  great  testimony 
unto  .me.of  your  faith  in  the  true  God,  and  in  this 
commission  o£  the  Spirit,  which  I  find  since  £  have  seen 
you,  not  only  in  the  head  but  in  the  heart  also, 
which  my  heart  is  much  rejoiced  to  see  that  strength 
and  gtowth  of  faith,  which  you  have  in  these  things 
a&msaid ;  seeing  you  are  alone,  and  compassed  about 
with  devils,  baiting. at  you  as  a  deceived  person,  and 
now  I  know  it  will  be  so  much  the  more  because  I 
have  been  with  you  ;  for. that  Williain  Watson  hath 
been  here  at  your  aunt  Carter's  with  anothei^  scold* 
ing  £tn)e,.and  iiot  only: so,  incensing  some  others 
here  in  Chesterfield  against  me,  which  maketh 
people.  oilBhided  at  me^  yet  never  saw  me ;  so  that 
if  I  should  stay  long  here,  I  should  make  the  world 
toad. 

Also  it  is  upon  my  heart  to  be  sensible  how  your 
faith  will  be,  tried »  sfieing  you  are.  alone  ;.  -but  I  know 
according  to  youf  trials,  your  faith  shall  grow  in 
s^rengthy  And  I  considering  that  now  some  of 
those  of  the  Bemonist's  principles  being  damned, 
it  will  run  through  the  whole  body  of  them ;  so  that 
I  know  you  will  be  the  more  exclaimed  at  ^s  .4 
deceived  person :  but  I  know  your  faith  shall  not 
feiil,  but  increase  ih'  more  experience  and  knowledge 
ol  the. truth  i>f  thea^  things,  which  are  held  forth  m 
liiiB  oOBuniasion  of  the  Spirit.     . 
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Therefore,  for  your  further  assurance  of  your  etcr- 
Tial  happiness  against  all  gain^-sayers  whatsover,  I  do 
declare  you  one  of  the  blessed  of  the  Lord  both 
soul  and  body  to  eternity. 

I  thought  good  to  write  these  few  lines  unto  you, 
because  I  fear  I  shall  have  no  time  to  ha^e  any  talk 
with  you  ;  for  it  is  not  good  for  me  to  stay  here  any 
longer,  because  people's  minds  are,  and  do  begin  to  be 
incensed  much  agamst  me.  Therefore  it  is  my  in* 
tent  to  see  Mr.  Hudson  on  his  joumqr  thift  Monday, 
and  I  do  think  to  be  on  Tuesday  nsghb  at  your  house, 
or  on  Wednesday  at  the  farthest,  and  so  to  Ijondon. 
I  shall  call  and  see  you  before  I  go. 

I  cannot  tell  whether  it  will  be  coavenient  to  lie 
at  your  house  or  no,  I  cannot  tell  whether  khcm  foe 
freedom  of  both  sides^  but  1  shall  call  and  see  yo« 
however. 

No  more  at  present,  bot  rest  your  friend  in  the  true 
fiiihj  and  alone  prophet  and  witness  unto  the  Higfa 
and  Mighty  God,  tbe  Man  Christ  Jesua  in  glory, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETQN. 

Che$UrJieidy  Aug.  U,  1668. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodawickc 
Muggleton^  to  Mrs.  Dorothy  Carter.  Dated  Stfitenh 
*flrl2,  1668. 

I  RECEIVED  your  .tetter,  also  I  reoelved  tie 
linen  of  Holland's  man,  acQarding  as  yoir  speei^d  ia 
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jour  letter^  and  ma»  glad  to  hear  of  your,  and  the 
rest  of  the  faith  with  you^  of  your  refreshments  and 
further  enlightening,  which  you  and  they '  received 
by  my  society  that  small  time  I  was  with  you^  which 
I  am  gktd  to  hear,  and  do  desire  your  further  increase 
and  ^owth  ip  the  knowledge  of  the  doctrine  of  this 
commission  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  power  of  a  commis* 
sioQ  to  declare  blessing  and  cursing  to  eternity; 
which  fiiith,  depending  and  resting  upon  it,  will  give 
you  easily  to  see  the  happiness  of  the  one,  and  the 
misery  of  the  other ;  and  you  cannot  lay  too  much 
stress  upon  the  commission^  for  the  more  weight  you 
l^^y  upon  it^  the  more  comfort  and  assurance  of  your 
eternal  happiness  you  will  receive ;  neither  can  you 
expect  to  be  free  from  reproach,  envy  and  malice 
irom  that  seed  that  is  condemned  by  this  commission 
of  the  Spirit ;  and  though  they  may  seem  to  rejoice, 
and  make  light  of  it  for  a  season,  yet  their  damna- 
tion I  am  sure  doth  neither  slumber  nor  sleep,  neither 
will  the  eternal  happiness  of  the  true  believers  of 
this  commission  of  the  Spirit  slumber  nor  sleep,  but 
will  increase  from  life  to  life  ;  thfit  is,  the  faith  of  it 
shall  pass  through  the  life  of  assurance  into  life  eter- 
nal, the  unbelief  of  reason  shall  pass  through  the 
first  death  of  fear  and  unbelief,  into  the  second  death 
of  eternal  damnation,  where  the  worm  will  never  die, 
por  the  fire  never  go  out. 

These  things  are  hard  sayings  unto  the  seed  of 
reason,  but  plain  and  easy  where  £Eiith  is  deeply 
grounded  upon  a  rock,  which  rock  is  the  true  God,  and 
the  right  devil,  which  knowledge  hath  been  declared, 
with  many  other  heavenly  wisdom  and  mysteries  of 
this  commission  of  the  SfMiit,  which  faith  in  it  will 
abid^  the  greatest  blasts  that  reascm  the  devil  can 
blow,  though  it  be  even  to  death  itself;  therefore  it 
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is  said  by  our  Lord,  Fear  not  him  that  can  idll  the 
body,  and  hath  no  more. to  do,  but  fear  him  that  can  cast 
both  body  and  soul  into  hell  fire ;  as  if  he  should  say, 
that  the  death  of  this  life  is  but  as  the  killing  of  this 
body*  because  it  is  not  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour's 
work ;  but  the  second  death  will  be  for  ever ;  there- 
fore it  is  that  he  must  be  feared,  that  can  and  will 
cast  both  body  and  soul  into  helUfire ;  that  is,  God 
doth  kill  the  devil  reason  with  the  second  death,  and 
reason  the  devil  did  kill  God,  and  the  seed  of  faith 
with  the  first  death,  which  is  called  but  a  killing  of 
the  body,  and  hath  no  more  to  do,  because  reason 
the  devil  his  wrath  can  extend  no  further,  but  the 
wrath  of  God  extends  to  eternity. 

And  as  for  those  slavish  fears  which  you  had  when 
I  was  there  with  you,  I  do  suppose  too,  I  do  think 
that  some  of  them  were  occasioned  by  that  old  maid 
that  lived  with  you ;  but  this  you  may  be  sure,  that 
it  ivas  not  for  want  of  will  that  they  did  it  not,  but 
for  want  of  power,  for  I  find  opposition  in  all 
places,  both  in  city  and  country. 

But  all  opinions  being  under  the  hatches  of  perse- 
cutions themselves,  therefore  it  is  that  they  can  do 
nothing  to  me;  for  all  sects  and  opinions  in  religion 
are  against  me,  and  I  against  them  all. 

I  was  in  good  hopes  that  you  bad  seen  our  friend 
Ellen  Sudbury  before  now,  but  you  have  shewed 
me  the  cause;  but  I  hope  when  you  are  well,  and 
your  occasions  will  permit,  that  you  will  see  her.  I 
have  not  received  any  letter  from  her  since  I  came 
from  her,  only  one  from  her  husband,  the  day  after 
I  received  youf|^,  which  was  on  Saturday,  being  the 
sixth  of  September,  c  I  4id  send  him  an  answer  on 
the  eighth  of  Septauber.  It  may  fall  out  so  that  I 
may  see  you  and  her  there ;  but  if  not,  I  shall  be 
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glad  to  see  you  here  in  London^  if  your  health  and 
occasions  will  permit,  towards  the  next  spring.  In 
the  inean  time  let  me  hear  from  you  how  you  all  do, 
as  oflt  as  you  can.  I  got  very  well  to  Barnet-that 
Saturday  night,  and  am  very  well  at  this  time,  but  I 
have  not  heard  from  Mr.  Hudson  not  as  yet. 

No  more  at  present,  but  my  love  remembel^d  urito 
yourself  and  your  daughter  Elizabeth  Carter,  and 
Elizabeth  Smith,  and  to  Mr.  Frewterill  and  his  wife. 

So  resteth  your  friend  in  the  true  faith, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

My  daughter  Sarah  remembers  bet  lovfe  uhto  your* 
self  and  Mr.  Frewterill,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  faith 
with  you,  but  she  is  very  ill  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Hatter  desires  to  be  remeffibered  to  you. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  iy  the  Prophet  Lod&wicke 
Muggkton^  to  Mr.  John  Leavens^  hearing  date  Octo-- 
her  6,1662.  .'\ 

This  is  Mu  HaUcr's  Brother.  .         '^ 

I  HAVING  be 

that  have  travelled  t 
gion,  even  from  the 
it  is  the  last,  and  s< 
religion  or  principle 
it  is  in,  respect  of  j 
seven  in  matter  of  true  aocinne. 
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And  thou^  you  are  come  to  %he  purest  life  in 
respect  of  nghteousneas  towards  nien^  whicb  m^y 
^ive  sooie  peace^  because  every  action  hath  its  reward 
m  iU  whether  it  be  good  or  evil ;  but  as  for  the  true 
righteousness  of  &ith»  you  have  not  as  yet  tasted  of 
it,  because  you  have  so  true,  foundation  as  a  rock  to 
set  your  &ith  upon ;  for  tfa^  Quakers  principles  is 
but  a  sandy  foundation  for  a  mao'f  eternal  bappiqess^ 
as  well  as  the  others,  because  there  is  no  triie  spiri- 
tual principle  declared  nor  believed  by  none  of  the 
ministnr  of  the  seven  churches,  beoiuye  there  is 
none  of  the  ministry  of  the  Quakers,  nor  none  others 
that  hath  a  commission  from  the  true  God ;  there- 
fore they  cannot  declare  and  make  known  what  the 
form  and  nature  of  the  true  God  was  before  be  be- 
caoie  fleshy  nor  now  that  he  is  become  fiesh,  nor  the 
form  and  nature  of  the  right  devil,  before  he  became 
flesh,  nor  what  he  is  now>  though  no  man  can  see  any 
other  devil  or  devils,  but  man  and  woman,  that  is 
cloathed  with  flesh  and  bone ;  neither  doth  any  of 
the  ministry  know  the  place  and  nature  of  heaven, 
nor  the  place  and  nature  of  hell,  with  the  persons 
and  natures  of  angdf,  nor  Uie  mortality  of  the  aoul* 
Those  six  principles,  or  grounds  of  faith,  is  all  that 
iS  necessary  unto  salvation,  in  wbich  all  the  teachers 
of  the  world  are  ignorant  of,  but  this  commission  of 
the  Spirit  only. 

And  as  the  Quakers  ministry  is  the  seventh  and 
last  angel  that  wi^  sounds  till  time  be  tip  j^aore,  there* 
fpre  it  seemetb  to  carry  the  purest  show  in  rightepufs^ 
iness  of  life,  but  the  most  cursed  of  all  in  point  of 
doctrine  ;  and  the  spirit  of  it.  is  the  absolute  spirit 
of  Antichrist,  which  doth  deny  both  idie  Father  and 
tfce  Son;  for  though  they  do  CQvfess  a  Christ  within 
them,  yet  they  deny  the  very  per^^  of  >>od j  of 
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Christ  nmhout  them*  This  I  know  by  experience^ 
for  wbkh,  at  a  dispute  in  East-Cheitp^  there  was  five 
of  them  damned  to  eternity,  whereof  deorge  Fox 
the  yourtger,  and  John  Harwood,  were  two  ot  them ; 
Mid  a^for  Fox  the  elder,  he  and  Francis  Hewgill,  and 
JwAes  Burrotighes,  were  a)!  of  them  damned  devils 
eight  years  ago ;  and  not  only  those,  but  many  more 
M  the  Quakers,  and  many  other  opinions  whatso- 
ever; and  as  the  Quakers  are  the  last  angel  will 
sound,  tK>  is  (he  third  and  last  commission  of  the  Spirit 
conye  fi>rth  upon  the  earth,  which  is  to  finish  the 
ffiystevy  of  Ood,  and  to  encounter  and  oppose  ail 
spiritual  eounte^eits,  whether  it  be  in  Quakers,  or 
any  others^  whatsoeter^  because  thare  is  none  that 
batb  a  cott»nis^!on  from  God  •but'  us  twb;  neither 
can  any  man  truly  interpret  Scripture  but  us  two 
only,  neither  hath  uiy  man  the  knowledge  of  those 
things  aforesaid^  because  we  two  are  to  finish  the 
deep  and  secret  mysteries  of  God's  becoming  flesh, 
winch  Moses,  the  pophets  and  ap|6stle»  so  much 
hinted  at,  up  and  down  in  the  Scriptures,  so  that 
there  cannot  be^flie  asstrrance  of  eternal  happiness 
but  in  th«  b^ef  of  a  commissiMi^ 

Therefore,  think  you  what  you  will  of  yourself, 
and  of  the  Quakers  cHriBcipl6»,  it  y^  not  all  the  sanctifi- 
cation  of  life  whicn  you  or  they  can  do  that  will 
procure  your  peace  with  God,  except  you,  that  are 
not  under  the  sentence  of  this  commission,  do  come 
to  own  the  doctrine  of  the  true  God,  and  the  right 
devil,  which  is  held  forth  by  this  conmiission  of  the 
Spirit^  and  then  your  sanctification  of  life  will  add 
to  your  comfort  here,  and  to  your  glory  hereafter. 

I  write  not  this  unto  you  aa  expecting  you  to  be 
a  disciple  of  this  commission,  but  oecause  you  shall 
understand  that  there  was  a  true  prophet  in  these 
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which  7011  do  so  muc^  honour,  because  they  are  all 
dead^  and  tbat  now  the  deepest  mysteries  of  the  true 
God,  the  ri^t  d/evil,  with  many  other  heavenly 
secrets  which  lay.  hid  from  the  foundation  of  the 
earthy  but  now  revealed  both  by  word  and  power  by 
this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  or  spiritual  cmnmis* 
sion»  which  you,  and  loany  thousands  more^  cannot 
be  ignorant  of,  and  say  that  you  did  never  hear  of  it ; 
but  if  there  be  not  that  in  your  s^edj  that  should  lay 
Ihpld  of  life  whjsn  it  is  set  before  you,  then  the  seed 
is  appointed,  unto  cursings;  for  this  commission 
4Qth  set  li&ta«d  death  before  men^.^s  tnily  as  Moses 
did, set  life  a{id  death  before  the  people; of  IsnueL 

T^^Ae  liues  I  h^ive, written  unto  youj  tbi^you  mighty 
if  it  be  possibly,  qnderstand  truth,  that  is  now  alive  in 
thfs  world,  and  not  to  depepd  uppu  the  dead  letter 
qfthe  Scjiptures,  npr  upon  the  lying,  imaginations  of 
the  Quakers,  which  bids  you  hearken  tp  the  light 
irithin  you,  but  denies  the  person  of  the  true  («)d 
without  them.  ^    .  , 

So  resteth  the  last  true  witness  and  prophet  imto 
the  true  Grod^  the  man  Christ  Jesus  in  glory, 

;  .  LOPOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 


!■:>';  •'   .^  •'  ■    \  .  ..    ■    :   '■ 
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A  Copy  of  A  Let tet  from  the  Prophet  Lodowickd  Mug^ 
gieton,  to  Mr.  Richard  Sudbury^  dated  Nov.  3, 
1662. 

Friend  Richard  Sudbury^ 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  b6aring  date 
October  the  7th,  with  the  two  inclosed  letters,  and 
am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  so  far  enlightened  as  to 
onderstatid  any  of  these  things;  for  these  things 
trhichthe  commission  of  thfe  Spirit  hath  declared  are 
tot  common,  or  easy  to  be  understood,  but  must 
be  comprehended  by  the  single  eye  of  faith,  and  not 
by  the  right  eye  of  reason  ;  for  if  your  right  eye  of- 
fend, pull  it  out :  this  right  eye  is  the  reason  of  man, 
the  left  eye  is  the  faith  of  man,  and  these  two  eyes  do 
iee,  arid  the  sight  doth  arise  from  these  two  seeds ; 
fo  that  if  your  eye  be  single,  your  whole  body  will 
be  full  of  light;  but  if  you  look  upon  spiritual  things 
i*ith  both  eyes,  is'  double,  and  not  clear  sighted,  for 
reason  can  see  the  things  of  this  world  better  than  the 
things  of  eternity  :  and  the  eye  of  faith  doth  see  the 
things  of  God  better  than  it  can  the  things  of  this 
t^orld  ;  therefore  it  is  called  a  single  eye ;  and  the 
ifattre  fkith  vou  ha^e  in  this  conmiission  of  the  Spirit, 
the  more  clear  you  will  see  in  what  condition  the 
ti^hble  world  is  in,  and  how  it  lieth  in  darkness,  being 
totally  ignorant  of  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God, 
and  of  the  right  devil  ;  and  being  ignorant  of  these 
two,  they  toisS  of  afl  other  heavenly  mysteries  which 
flow  as  a  fountain  from  those  two  heads ;  for 
what  knowledge  can  go  beyond  the  knowledge  of  the 
tnr^  God  and  right  devil  ?  Have  not  many  men, 
pWloSophert  And  others,  lost  theii?  Irite,  nay,  their 
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lives,  to  fihd  out  God,  and  yet  could  not  do  it;  for  if 
they  could  have  found  out  God,  they  would  easily 
have  found  out  the  right  devil  ;  but  because  they 
sought  to  find  out  God  by  the  right  eye  of  reason, 
and  not  by  the  single  eye  of  faith,  therefore  they  lost 
their  wits  in  seeking  after  God. 

I  received  the  Quaker*8  letter  you  spoke  of, 
from  DcMTothy  Carter,  and  I  have  prepared  an 
answer  unto  it ;  I  do  intend  to  send  it  to  Chester- 
field, for  she  doth  desire  me  to  let  her  have  the  read- 
ing of  it  to  a  Quaker  there  also  :  I  would  have  her, 
or  Mr.  Frewterill,  to  take  a  copy  of  it,  before  it  comes 
to  you  to  Nottingham  ;  for  it  must  be  delivered  to 
one  Highfield,at  Nottingham  ;  and  whenltcomes  from 
Chesterfield  to  you,  if  you  will  be  at  that  trouble  to 
take  a  copy  of  it,  you  may  ;  but  you  must  make  as 
much  haste  of  it  as  you  can,  for  it  will  be  some  labour^ 
for  it  is  something  large,  it  is  almost  four  sheets  of 
papen  It  will  be  your  best  course  to  let  your  wife, 
or  somebody,  read  it  as  you  write  it,  or  else  it  will 
be  too  tedious.  I  do  intend  to  send  it  to  Dorothy 
Carter  on  Friday  next.  I  did  think  to  have  writ- 
ten a  few  lines  to  your  wife,  in  answer  to  her  letter, 
for  her  further  coiiiirmation ;  for  I  am  very  joyful  to 
hear  of  her  increase  in  faith,  and  assurance  of  eternal 
life ;  for  I  know  that  letter  was  her  heart,  though  not 
her  hand  ;  therefore  I  shall  only  remember  my  love 
to  her  at  this  time,  expecting  to  hear  from  you  and 
her  so  soon  as  you  can,  after  you  have  received  and 
delivered  this  Quaker^s  letter. 

No  more  at  present,  but  my  love  to  yourself  and 
all  friends  with  you,  which  are  few. 
Your  friend, 
LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

I  have  never  heard  from  Mr.  Hudson  since  Mr. 
Fre^yterill  and  I  parted  from  him  therein  the  country, 
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A  Letter  from  the  Prophet  Lodowicke  Muggiefon, 
to  Mrs.  Dorothy  Carter^  of  Chesterfeld^  dated 
November  7,  1662. 

Dear  friend  in  the  eternal  truth,  Dorothy  Carter ^ 

MY  love  remembered  unto  you  and  your 
daughter  Elizabeth^  and  Elizabeth  Smith. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  all  well,  and  of  your 
stedfastness  in  the  faith  of  the  true  God,  and  this  com- 
mission of  the  Spirit.  I  received  the  Quaker's  raiU 
ing  paper  you  sent  me,  and  I  have  given  answer  to 
it ;  and,  according  to  your  desire,  I  have  sent  it  you, 
and  if  you  please  you  may  let  that  Quaker  woman 
which  you  spake  of  see  it,  but  if  you  had  sent  me 
her  name,  and  the  bitter  words  she  spake  against 
this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  I  would  have  sent  her 
the  sentence  as  well  as  the  other ;  for  I  cannot  endure 
that  any  quaking  devil  should  escape  being  damned, 
when  as  they  despise  the  spirit  of  truth.  I  would 
desire  you  to  let  Mr.  Frewterill,  if  his  leisure  will 
serve,  to  take  a  copy  of  this  letter  of  mine,  for  it 
will  be  some  labour,  it  being  something  large ;  it  is 
almost  four  sheets  of  paper  ;  he  must  do  it  as  soon 
as  possible  he  can,  because  you  must  send  it  to 
Richard  Sudbury's  before  it  be  delivered  to  Thomas 
Highfield;  and  perhaps  Mr.  Sudbury  will  take  a 
copy  of  it  before  it  be  delivered  to  the  place  afore- 
mentioned ;  therefore  it  will  require  what  haste  you 
can. 

I  gave  Mr.  Sudbury  information  that  I  should 
send  it  to  you  first,  and  that  you  should  send  it  to 
him,  because  it  is  tq.be  delivered  to  that  town ;  for 
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Mr.  Sudbury,  in  his  letter,  doth  desire  if  I  send  any 
answer,  to  send  it  to  him,  and  he  will  convey  it  to 
you  ;  but  I  suppose  it  will  be  more  convenient  to 
3end  it  to  you  first,  seeing  it  must  come  back  ag^in 
to  Nottingham- 

No  more  at  present,  but  my  love  to  yoursdf,  Mr. 
Frewterill  and  his  wife. 

So  resteth  your  loving  friend  in  the  true  faith, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

I  would  willingly  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  you 
can  after  you  have  delivered  this  letter  to  th^% 
Quaker. 


A, Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Prophet  Lodovicffe  ]\£ttg^ 
gleton^  to  Christopher  ffiU,  November  16,  l6^ 

Xjovinsffrtend  in  ike  tfVefiiUby  CbristopAer  HiU^ 

I  RECEIVED  our  friend  Nicholas  Miles  bi» 
letter,  with  the  basket  of  pipping  he  sent,  yomr 
mother  also  hath  thpm  you  sent  to  her,  and  I  ha^ve 
sent  the  two  baskets  by  Nathaniel  the  hoyroan  a^ip ; 
you,  or  our  friend  Miles,  must  look  for  them  »t 
Milton,  for  I  have  directed  them  for  you  at  Maid- 
stone ;  but  I  perceive  since,  that  the  hoyman  doth 
not  come  there,  but  at  Milton  you  may  have  them  ; 
and  as  for  the  cyder  our  friend  speaketh  of,  Johi;^ 
White,  my  daug;hter'5  friend,  will  see  this  week  what 
may  be  done  in  it,  and  nejft  week  I  think  be  WiU 
§eud  you  word  what  may  be  done,  yea  ox  nay. 
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Also  I  uoderstand  by  your  letter^  that  pur  frieD4 
John  Martin  is  fallen  asleep,  and  th^t  he  hath  r^*- 
membered  me,  and  the  poor  saints  there  with  you, 
which  was  more  than  I  did  expect,  yet  h§  hath  given 
a  great  testimony  that  his  faith  was  grounded  upon 
the  truth  of  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  which  fruit 
and  effect  of  his  faith  would  yield  him  peace,  and 
in  the  end  eternal  life,  which  1  do  not  question  but 
he  shall  have  it  in  that  day  when  the  prophets  and 
apostles  and  saints  shall  receive  theirs.  For  he  that  re- 
ceives a  prophet  in  the  name  of  a  prophet,  and  a  saint  in 
the  name  of  a  saint,  he  shall  not  lose  his  reward ;  therefore 
I  would  have  his  wife,  son,  and  daughter  not  to  be 
troubled,  but  rather  be  comforted  in  this,  that  his  and 
their  names  are  written  in  the  book  of  life,  and  so  it 
will  be  well  with  them  on  the  other  side  of  death,  for 
this  first  death  we  must  all  pass  through,  but  blossed 
and  happy  are  all  those  that  shall  escape  the  second 
death* 

I  did  intend  to  have  seen  thero,**apd  all  the  rent  of 
friends  in  the  faith,  before  I  heard  of  this  letter,  this 
Christ-tide,  and  my  resolution  doth  bold  M  Ptill,  for 
J  mupt  get  out  of  thes  way  twp  or  thuee  days  before 
Thomas's-day^  b^c^use  the  parish  kath  pricked  me 
down  to  bear  office  this  Christmas,  or  else  fioQ.  The 
last  year  X  did  fine  for  scav^ng?F,  which  cost  me 
twenty  shillings,  apd  pow  they  have  chosen  roequesfc- 
mau,  which  i&ne  will  cost  thr^  or  four  {)oundi^  aii4 
next  year  it  will  cQ»t  as  tauch  mor^  to  be  oonstahle ; 
therefor*  I  innst  get  Qut  qf  the  way  a  fortnight  or 
thr^^  we«;ks,  ijuitil  th«  bi)«inei0  is  pver  }  m  I  sbaU 
either  i^oiapa  apfji  vi^it  yQu,  i>r  eteegn  to  Cambvidge. 

N9  wow  *i  PPfsept,  but  my  low  Jreaembeied  unto 
yourself,  and  w  goodman  Miles  and  hia  wife,  tbe 
^Mtewtlw#©^^»^dai^tw*aDdaH  th^  restofour 
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friends  in  the  feith  there  with  you,  not  forgetting 
your  mother  Wills. 

I  rest  your  friend  in  the  true  faith, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

London^  Navtmier  17, 1662. 

My  daughter  Sarah   desireth  to  be  remembered 
unto  you  all  ;  she  is  very  well  after  her  journey. 


j1  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton,  to  Mrs.  Dorothy  Carter  of  Chesterjleld, 
dated  from  London,  Nov.  28,  1662. 

Dear  friend  in  the  eternal  truihy  Dorothy  Carter, 

I  RECEIVED  your  letters,  wherein  you  have 
given  me  a  relation  of  things  concerning  that  letter 
I  wrote  to  Samuel  Hooton,  and  W.  S.  with  some 
other  passages  of  Susanna  Frith,  which  I  am  very 
well  satisfied  in,  and  have  sent  her  that  which  doth 
belong  unto  her ;  for  none  but  the  seed  of  the  ser- 
pent would  have  spoken  such  words  as  she  did  :  but 
as  for  those  few  lines  of  your  own  concerning  your- 
self, concerning  the  blessing,  I  did  always  look  upon 
you  to  be  one  of  the  elect  seed,  and  your  having 
faith  in  the  commission,  I  know  it  will  bear  you  up 
in  the  day  of  death  ;  but  yet  I  am  glad  you  are  so 
sensible  for  to  see  the  benefit  of  the  blessing  of  a 
prophet^  and  that  you  cab  discern  tiie  powerana  ope^ 
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ration^  the  curse  hath  upon  the  seed  of  reason,  even 
to  blast  and  wither  that  comfort  and  peace  they  had 
before :  so  on  the  contrary,  the  blessing  will  make 
their  peace  and  joy  to  flourish,  and  encrease  to  their 
further  eternal  happiness.  And  I  know  this  could 
not  have  been  desired  by  you  had  you  not  been  of 
the  seed  of  faith;  therefore,  in  obedience  to  my  com- 
mission, I  do  pronounce  you  justified,  blessed,  and 
happy,  both  in  soul  and  body,  to  eternity.  And  let 
not  your  thoughts  be  troubled  any  further,  but  de- 

fend  wholly  upon  it ;  for  you  shall  fare  no  worse  than 
myself  doth.  And  so  you  may  live  in  assurance 
here,  and  when  you  shall  pass  through  this  first  death, 
you  shall  enter  into  life  eternal,  where  you  shall  see 
your  God  face  to  face ;  also  you  shall  know  him  ac- 
cording to  your  faith,  him  you  did  believe  in,  which 
you  never  saw,  in  that  you  did  believe  in  the  com- 
mission of  the  Spirit,  which  you  have  seen. 

If  you  have  any  occasion  to  write  to  me  again,  vou 
must  do  it  within  this  fortnight  ;  for  I  am  going  into 
Kent :  I  go  a  week  or  ten  days  before  Christ-tide. 
The  occasion  of  my  going  is  because  the  parish  hath 
chosen  me  to  bear  offices,  either  I  must  hold  or  fine  ; 
the  last  year  I  did  fine  for  one  office,  and  now  they 
put  me  upon  another,  because  I  have  lived  long 
in  the  parish  ;  therefore,  to  prevent  them,  I  will  go 
into  Kent  for  a  matter  of  three  weeks,  'till  the  busi-  i^ 
ness  is  over.  **  ^ 

So  with  my  love  to  yourself,  your  daughter,  and 
Elizabeth  Smith,  Mr*  Frewterill,  and  his  wife,  I  rest 
at  this  present, 

Your  friend  in  the  true  faith, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 
IVouId  have  you  to  deliyer  the  inclosed  as  directed. 
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A  Ltitet  writien  ly  the  Prophet  Lod6nncht  Muggkt&H^ 
to  one  Suianndh  Frith,  a  Quaker,  beating  Date  the 
i6th  ffNov.  l66i,from  London. 

Sutannah  Frith, 

I  UNDERSTAND,  that  being  a  Qimker,  you 
wef  e  at  the  writing  of  that  letter  sent  unto  me  ftom 
Satuuel  Hooton,  and  W.  S.  Also  I  understand,  that 
you  cannot  see  any  fruits  frotn  the  believers  of  this 
commission  doth  bring  forth,  but  these  that  trere 
filthy  are  fikhy  still ;  for  you  see  some  disorderly 
irafkhig  in  some.  Also  you  think,  that  others  do 
fashion  themselves  too  much  according  to  (he  world; 
and  if  any  do  walk  disorderly,  or  litre  an  intemperate 
life,  it  is  not  my  desire  they  should  do  so ;  for  I  did 
always  love  a  temperate  life  from  my  childhood, 
much  more  notV^  since  I  came  to  understand  truth. 

Also  I  kfto^  that  those  that  do  Kve  an  intemperate 
life,  by  overcharging  their  natures,  in  what  kind  so- 
ever, they  loie  their  peace,  which  they  would  find  if 
it  were  otherwise :  yet  nevertheless,  this  is  rtot  a  sin 
unto  death,  though  I  do  not  encourage  any  one  to 
live  an  intemperate  life. 

Yet  you  may  remember,  that  it  was  the  practice  of 
Christ  himself,  to  keep  company  with  publieans  and 
sinnenr ;  therefore  the  scribes  and  pharise^,  which 
were  so  righteous  ihcn,  speak  evil  of  Christ,  saying, 
he  was  a  wine  bibber,  and  a  friend  of  publicans  and 
sinners ;  neither  did  Christ  pronounce  woes  to  any  as 
he  did  to  tbose  that  were  8a  righteous  in  their  own 
conceit ;  it  was  those  that  sinned  against  the  Holy 
Ghoi^f,  thai  unpantoUaMe  sin,  that  Will  &6Ver  be 
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^rgiven  in  this  world,  nor  in  the  world  to  oomie. 
And,  you,  by  the  light  of  Christ  within  you,  leading 
you  to  a  more  preciseness  of  life  than  others,  you 
have  taken  upon  you  to  judge  and  speak  evil  of  the 
commission  of  the  Spirit,  even  as  those  Jews  did  by 
the  righteousness  of  the  law  in  them,  they  spake 
«Til  and  blasphemed  against  Christ,  and  that  Holy 
Spirit  by  which  he  cast  out  devils,  by  calling  him  a 
deceiver,  a  blasphemer,  and  a  devil^  and  this  was 
that  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost :  so  have  you  sinned 
that  sin  unto  death,  which  is  not  to  be  pardoned ;  for 
you  have  not  only  been  with  others  that  have  writ- 
ten and  spoken  evil  of  this  commission  of  the  Spirit, 
in  giving  countenance  and  credit  to  the  evil  report 
of  others,  but  you  have  blasphemed  against  the 
Holy  Spirit  that  sent  me  ;  by  calling  the  commission 
of  the  opirit  a  deceit,  lies,  and  a  false  Spirit ;  which 
hath  clearly  discovered  unto  me  what  seed  and  na- 
ture you  are  of,  you  being  one  of  the  seed  of  the 
serpent,  you  have  sinned  against  the  Holy  Ghost* 
Therefore,  in  obedience  to  my  commission,  I  do 
pronounce  Susannah  Frith  cursed,  and  damned, 
soul  and  body,  from  the  presence  of  God  elect,  men, 
and  angels,  to  eternity. 

Perhaps  you  will  say  as  you  did  by  Samuel  Hboton, 
and  W.  S.  that  you  will  not  matter  it ;  but  if  you  cah 
make  as  light  of  it  as  I  do  that  give  judgment  upon 
you,  it  will  be  well  for  you  ;  for  I  am  well  satisficjd 
in  giving  judgment  against  any  person  that  doth  sin 
against  the  Holv  (Jhost,  more  than  any  one  thing 
.whatsoever.  Neither  am  I  willing  that  any  Quaker 
devil,  nor  any  other  should  escape,  that  speaks  evil 
of  things  they  do  not  know ;  for  I  am  no  m6re 
troubled  at  their  condemnation  than  the  judges  of 
the  laud  ane,  when  they  give  judgment  according  to 
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the  btw,  for  a  man  to  be  pot  to  death*  And  if  diat 
man,  Aa  coodemDed,  can  i*ake  as  light  of  it  ai  the 
judge  doth,  let  him  if  he  can.  So  will  it  be  with 
you,  and  many  hundreds  more,  (flatter  yourselves, 
and  make  as  light  of  it  as  you  wiii)  I  know  it  is  so 
decreed  by  the  Creator  ;  neither  will  your  light  of 
Christ  within  you  prevent  it,  because  you  havt 
despised  the  commission  of  the  Spirit  without  you* 

By 
LODOWICKE  MtJGGLETON, 

Que  cf  the  Two  last  TFUnestes  and  Pr^pheU^  umio  the 
High  and  Mighty  Gody  the  Man  Christ  Je$u$  im 
Glory. 


s:s 


-4  C^py  9f  ^  Letter  wrote  by  the  Prophet  Lodoreicke 
Muggieton,  to  Mr.  Richard  Sudbury,  bearmg  date 
ike  Qth  o/Decembet,  1662. 

Mir.  SuAury, 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  bearing  date  Sep- 
tember the  first,  in  which  I  perceive,  that  your  wife 
and  yon  did  expect  to  have  neard  before  now  how  I 
got  through  my  journey*  Also  I  did  expect  to  have 
heard  from  you,  or  Dorothy  Carter,  before  I  did  send 
unto  you  ;  which  letter  I  did  receive  from  her  the 
day  l>efore  I  received  yours,  and  she  speaketh  much 
to  the  name  purpose  as  you  do,  expecting  to  hear 
whether  I  came  well  to  London  or  no.  And  as  £br 
that^  to  certify  you,  I  did  come  weU  to  Bamet  that 
Saturday  ni^t,  and  am  well  now  both  in  body  and 
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mihd^  but  always  mMting  wif^  opposition  hotfa  io 
city  and  country;  for  kt  them  be  of  what  sort  or 
opinion  soever,  though  tliey  be  under  the  hatches  of 
persecution  themselves,  yet  will  they  be  against  me  ; 
so  that  it  may  be  said  by  me  as  it  was  said  in  anotb^ 
case  by  £sau,  that  his  hand  should  be  against  every 
one,  and  every  one's  hand  against  him. 

So  it  is  with  me,  every  opinion  in  the  world  is 
against  me,  and  I  against  every  opinion  in  the  workL- 
ijid  the  commission  of  God,  which  is  truth,  being 
given  unto  us  two,  shall  encounter  with  all  opinions 
and  sorts  in  the  world. 

And  whereas  you  say  you  understand  more  clears 
the  Baptist's  commission  counterfeited,  1  am .  ghtd 
that  you  understand  any  thing  that  is  truth.  I: 
could  wi^  that  you  might  understand  things  of  a 
more  high  eoocemment,  that  are.  written  in  those 
books  ;  as  concerning  the  true  God,  his  form  and  na^. 
ture,  the  right  devil,  his  form  and  nature,  the  persons 
and  nature  of  angels,  the  rise  of  the  two  seeds,  and) 
the  mortality  of  the  soul,  and  the  power  of  a  com* 
mission  ;  with  many  other  heavenly  secrets,  never  re^^ 
vealed  to  man  before,  which  are  plainly  declared  in 
those  writings,  if  understood.  And  though  you  do 
say,  the  Baptist  commission  is  counterfeit,  yetlper- 
ceive  you  are  not  clear  in  the  mortality  of  the  soul  ; 
therefore  your  desire  is,  that  I  would  give  you  the 
interpretation  of  those  verses.  Mat  xxvii.  51,  52,  53 
verses.  It  is  a  more  easy  thing  to  read  than  to 
write,  and  more  easy  to  ask  questions,  than  it  is  to 
answer :  nevertheless,  I  shall  give  you  some  answer 
to  those  things,  tihough  there  is  arguments  enough  in 
that  book  to  prove  the  mortality  of  the  soul,  and 
that  the  soul  doth  sleep  in  the  dust  until  the  resur- 
rection, to  any  man  that  hath  but  the  least  measure 
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of  ttue  light  in  him :  but  because  men  rtad  scrips 
tures,  that  do  seem  to  speak  to  the  contrary,  and  they 
being  not  alive  to  give  the  interpretation  and  mean* 
ing  of  their  own  words,  which  is  the  cause  that  people 
read  their  words,  and  not  understanding  them^  they 
go  away  unsatisfied,  and  loth  they  are  to  believe,  that 
God  should  send  any  messenger  or  interpreter  of  the 
Scriptures ;  but  would  fain  find  out  the  meaning  by 
the  reading  of  the  dead  letter,  which  they  never  can 
do;  no  more  than  the  eunuch  could  do  without 
Philip's  expounding  of  it  unto  him.  Neither  can 
any  man  understand  the  Scriptures,  except  there  be 
one  or  more  sent  of  God  to  give  the  interpretation  of 
than.  And  as  for  the  veil  of  the  temple  rending  from 
the  bottom  to  the  top,  and  the  stones  cleaving  asun- 
der, I  have  spoken  of  it  in  the  interpretation  of 
tlie  eleventh  of  the  Revelations  ;  yet,  for  your  further 
satisfaction,  I  shall  open  it  more  particularly. 

The  veil  of  the  temple,  which  was  rent,  it  was  an 
outside  building,  that  was  not  so  beautified  as  the 
temple  ;  so  that  no  man  could  see  the  glory  or  beauty 
of  it  but  by  piercing  through  the  veil :  and  this  tem- 
ple was  that  which  Solomon  built,  which  was  so 
highly  esteemed  by  the  Jews ;  and  this  veil,  which 
was  rent,  did  belong  unto  it ;  and  those  stones  that 
clave  asunder  did  belong  to  this  veil  or  temple. 

These  things  were  done  in  the  natural  only  to  shew 
tlie  power  of  Christ  s  death  ;  for  this  temple  was  not 
far  ^om  the  place  where  Christ  was  put  to  death, 
neither  doth  the  Scripture  speak  of  what  stones,  thicy 
were  that  clave  asunder,  nor  where. 

Therefore  it  must  be  believed,  that  it  was  those, 
stones  that  did  belong  to  the  veil  or  temple  ;  becajose 
they  did  signify  in  the  spiritual  these  two  things. 

Firsts  tl^  veil  being  rent  from  the  bottom  .to  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8A 

top,  did  signify  the  worship  of  the  law  of  Moses,  whieh 
was  a  veil  upon  the  people  of  the  Jews  face ;  so  that 
they  could  not  see  that  spiritual  and  heavenly  glory, 
which  was  in  the  believing  that  this  Jesus  was  the  Son 
of  God,  or  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 

Therefore  the  worship  of  the  law  of  Moses,  which 
was  a  veil  before  the  peoples  face,  was  now,  by  tlie 
death  of  Christ  rent  in  twain  from  the  bottom  to  the 
top  ;  so  that  the  reason  of  man  could  never  sew  it  or 
join  it  together  again  unto  this  day,  though  it  hath 
Veen  much  endeavoured  by  the  seed  of  reason. 
Therefore  it  is  said,  that  Moses  put  a  veil  upon  hh 
face,  it  did  so  shine,  that  the  people  of  Israel  could 
not  look  upon  it,  it  was  so  bright  and  glorious  ; 
which  veil  of  Moses  was  only  to  signi^  the  worship 
of  the  law,  which  was  to  be  rent  from  the  bottom  to 
the  top  by  the  death  of  Christ ;  that  is,  to  be  torn  in 
pieces,  not  fit  to  be  used  any  more  by  the  believers 
m  Jesus. 

And  this  did  the  natural  veil  of  Solomon's  temple 
rending  from  the  bottom  to  the  top  signify. 

And  as  for  the  stones  cleaving  asunder,  it  did  sig- 
nify in  the  spiritual  tlie  breaking  of  the  stony  hearta 
of  the  Jews  asunder,  and  the  Grentiles  too,  by  causing 
some  of  their  stony  hearts  to  break  in  pieces,  by 
faith  and  love,  in  believing  that  this  was  the  son  o^ 
God. 

Others  again,  their  stony  hearts  were  broken:  asun* 
der  with  wrath  and  envy,  because  the  worship  of 
the.  law  was  now  rent  in  twain  ;  so  that  they  could 
not  bavelife  by  tl»s  righteousness -of  the  Iftw,  wbidk 
made  their  hearts  of  stone  with  envy  even  readj^  to 
burst,  as  you  may  read  in  the  Acts,  conceming.jtMr; 
malice  towards  Stephen.  An4, fpr  the  earthqu^ce 
thepe  spoken  of, you  may  reid  in  the  book  oiil^  in- 
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terpretatian,  there  I  have  opened  it  80i)ieU)inglai|^  j 
so  that  there  needeth  no  more4o  be  said  of  that. 

But  the  thing  that  you  aim  at,  as  I  perceive,  is  con-^ 
cerning  those  dead  bodies,  which  slept  in  the  earth, 
and  arose  and  appeared  unto  many. 

First,  You  must  undeMand  the  power  of  Christ's 
death ;  and  secondly,  the  power  of  his  resurrection. 

You  find  at  his  death  the  veil  of  the  temple  did 
rend,  and  the  stones  did  cleave,  and  the  earth  did 
quake. 

These  things  were  done  at  .his  death,  by  the  power 
of  that;  but  the  graves  opening,  and  the  dead  bodies 
arising,  was  after  his  resurrection  ;  which  thing  was 
to  prove  the  power  of  his  rising  from  the  dead :  there* 
fore  he  raised  the  bodies  of  many  saints  which  slept, 
which  arose,  and  appeared  unto  many. 

Now  you  must  understand,  that  it  was  the  bodies 
of  the  saints  that  arose,  and  came  out  of  the  graves, 
and  appeared,  and  not  the  bodies  of  the  reprobate, 
that  hated  and  persecuted  him. 

Also  it  is  to  be  understood,  that  those  saints  that 
arose  out  of  the  graves  were  but  newly  fsAlen  asleep 
or  dead,  not  that  tbey  were  corrupted  or  turned  to 
dust,  as  those  are  that  have  been  dead  a  long  time  ; 
then  coiild  they  not  have  risen  with  the  same  bodies 
as  was  laid  in  the  graves,  but  they  were  raised  in  the 
same  nature  as  Lazarus  was,  that  had  been  four  days 
dead:  neither  were  their  bodies  spiritualised  as  the 
body  of  Christ  was  ;  that  is,  they  did  not  rise  spiritual 
bodies  ;  but  the  same  natural  bodies  that  slept  or 
died,  did  rise  again,  and  appeared  in  the  temple. 

You  do  not  read,  that  they  did  ever  speak  or  eat 
afterwards  a&  Lazarus  alnd  Christ  did  ;  for  Lazarus 
did  live  some  years  afterwards  in  that  natural  body 
which  was  bora,  and  then  died  again,  and  is  now 
asleep  in  the  dust  of  the  earth* 
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But  Christ's  body  rising  a  spiritual  body,  it  is 
alive,  and  behold  it  is  alive  for  evermore. 

But  you  may  say,  what  becatne  of  those  bodies  of 
the  saints  which  arose. 

To  which  I  answer,  their  bodies  lay  down  in  the 
same  graves  again,  and  there  shall  remain  until  the 
resurrection  :  only  this  was  done  to  shew  the  power 
of  Christ's  resurrection,  both  in  raisiog  up  of  himself 
from  death  to  life,  and  of  his  power  in  raising  the 
jsaiats  out  of  their  graves. 

Which  thing  was  but  as  a  little  fast,  or  hut  as  a 
sign  of  his  great  power^  which  he  hath  gained  to  himi- 
self,  by  his  death  and  resurrection,  even  |K>wer  to 
raise  the  seed  of  faith  to  that  eternal  happiness,  and 
to  raise  the  seed  of  reason  to  that  endless  misery,  which 
both  seeds  shall  find  at  the  general  day  of  resurrect 
tion  ;  when  it  shall  be  s^d,  Come  ye  blessed,  to  the 
seed  of  faith,  and,  Gro  ye  cursed^  to  the  seed  of  reason. 

And  if  you  consider  these  things,  they  noake  more 
for  the  mortality  of  the  soul  than  against  it. 

For  it  doth  not  say,  that  spivits  rose  oat  of  the 
graves,  but  bodies,  neither  did  spirits  come  into 
them. 

But  the  power  of  Christ^s  resitvrection  hnd  an  in^ 
fluence  on  their  bodies ;  which  did  cause thdr  bodies 
to  arise  to  shew  his  power  as  aforesaid.  ' 

More  might  be  said  on  this  thing ;  but  wbeie 
true  fiadth  is^  may  easily  be  undeirstood  the  truth  of 
it.  .  . 

So^  with  my  love  to  yonas-a  civil  maa,^  and)  to  your 
wile  as  a  true  beUerer,  I  rest» 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

SepieinberU^  1569. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  hy  the  Prophet  Lodawicke 
Muggletan,  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Carter^  of  Chesterfield, 
from  London,  dated  the  11th  cf  December,  1662. 

Dear  Friend^  EUnabeih  Carter^ 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  and  am  glad  to  hear 
of  the  benefit  that  you  have  received  in  the  belief  of 
this  commission,  and  of  your  further  joy  you  have 
received  by  my  being  with  you.  All  that  I  can  say 
in  it  is,  that  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  seed  of  faith  ia 
liuch  tender  age  should  spring  up  as  a  fountain  of  lir« 
ivk^  water  unto  eternal  life ;  and  the  more  strong  your 
faith  is  grounded  upon  this  commission  of  the  Spirit, 
the  more  firm  will  you  stand.  It  will  be  as  a  rock, 
which  no  storms  nor  winds  whatsoever  sh?tll  be  able 
to  make  it  fieill ;  for  every  commission  from  God  is  a 
rock,  and  whosoever  doth  build  upon  it  will  stand 
6ure,  when  as  the  sandy  foundation,  though  it  seem 
ever  so  strong,  when  the  storm  of  death  and  the  wind 
of  eternal  judgment  doth  come,  then  it  will  fall,  be« 
cause  it  was  built  upon  the  sand ;  for  this  personal 
God  is  the  Head  Corner-stone,  and  that  Stone  which 
is  laid  in  Sion  ;  and  blessed  are  those  that  build  upon 
it,  whi^h  none  can  do  but  those  that  have  a  fisuth  in  a 
commission. 

Therefore  all  that  seeming  shew  of  righteous »eis sin 
the  Quakers  ^uid  others,  it  will  avail  them  nothhig, 
because  it  was  built  upon  the  sand,  that  is,  upon  aa 
infinite  incomprehensible  spirit,  without  a  body^ 
which  is  but  a  sandy  foundation ;  they  will  find  sa 
in  the  end,  though  they  make  slight  of  a  God  that  ii^ 
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cloathed  with  flesh  and  bone,  yet  this  flesh  and  bone 
is  the  stone  which  the  builders  refused,  which  is  be- 
come the  Head  of  the  Corner.  Also  it  is  that  stum- 
bling stone  and  rock  of  offence,  which  every  man  doth 
stumble  at,  but  those  that  do  believe  in  this  com- 
mission of  the  Spirit ;  and  you  having  expressed  a 
great  measure  of  faith  in  this  commission  of  the 
Spirit,  all  that  I  shall  say  this  time  in  this  thing  is, 
that  you  may  grow  in  further  understanding,  faith, 
land  knowledge  of  these  things  until  you  come  to  the 
possession  of  that  eternal  happiness,  which  your  faith 
in  this  commission  of  the  Spirit  will  lead  you  unto. 


JX5or  Friendj   - 

I  have  sent  you  the  copy  of  Mr.  Hatter's  letter 
to  John  Leayins  ;  I  would  desire  yoii  to  take  a  copy 
of  it,  and  send  it  me  again,  because  my  letter  is  joined 
with  it.  I  shall  be  in  London  about  a  month  hence ; 
I  do  intend  to  take  my  journey  on  Tuesday  next;  so, 
with  my  love  to  your  mother  and  Elizabeth  Smith, 
Mr.  Frewteril  and  his  wife,  I  rest 


Your  Friend  in  the  eternal  Truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 


i^ 


M 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  uritten  by  the  Prophet  Lodowkke 
MuggletoHj  to  Mrs.  Ellen  Sudbury^  from  London, 
bearing  date  December  15>  1662. 

Dear  Friend  in  the  true  FaUh^  Ellen  Sudbufy^ 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  with  the  inclosed, 
and  I  have  read  it  over,  and  I  find  very  little  in  it 
more  than  th^^  was  in  the  other ;  nay,  the  other  was 
the  chief  master-piece,  only  towards  the  latter  end  of 
this  doth  give  me  better  satisfaction  than  the  other 
did,  because  in  the  latter  end  of  this  letter  doth 
plainly  shew  what  their  God  is  which  they  believe  in, 
which  is  no  other  but  what  the  Heathen  philosophers 
did  declare^  and  something  of  Jacob  Bemon*s  philo- 
sophy ;  neither  did  it  arise  from  their  own  revesatiou 
or  experience,  nor  from  the  seed  of  reason  within 
them,  but  merely  by  reading  other  folk's  works  :  for 
I  could,  if  it  were  of  necessity,  shew  you  a  book  that 
doth  speak  the  veiy  same  words,  and  doth  give  the 
very  same  definition  of  God  as  they  do  ;  for  every 
Heathen  philosopher  will  say,  that  God  is  love,  and 
life,  and  wisdom,  and  glory,  with  many  other  excel- 
lencies in  himself,  and  yet  not  to  be  defined  or  dis- 
tinct, neither  is  he  to  be  known  by  his  creature. 

To  what  purpose  then  did  God  send  prophets  and 
apostles  into  the  world,  to  tell  people  of  such  a  God 
as  cannot  be  defined,  nor  made  known  unto  man  ; 
when  as  those  that  speak  the  Scriptures,  their  de- 
clarations were  only  to  bring  men  to  the  knowledge 
of  God  ;  therefore  it  is  said  in  Scripture,  it  is  life 
eternal  to  know  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ, 
whom  thou  hast  sent* 
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It  is  but  turning  the  words  thus :  it  is  life  eternal 
to  know^  that  this  Jesus  Christ,  which  is  sent  into  the 
world,  is  the  only  true  God ;  for  it  is  better,  and  a 
more  safe  way  for  a  man  to  believe,  that  a  mere  mor* 
tal  man  is  a  God,  than  to  believe  God  to  be  an  infinite 
Spirit  without  a  body :  for  can  there  be  love,  life, 
wisdom,  and  glory  acted  forth,  and  yet  have  no  per^ 
son  or  body  to  act  in  ?  Can  a  man  love  his  wife  if 
she  have  never  a  body  ?  Yet  by  these,  people  must 
love  Grod,  and  yet  he  hath  no  person  at  all,  neither 
can  he  be  defined  nor  known,  which  is  contrary  to  the 
apostle  John's  faith ;  for,  saith  he,  if  thou  doest  not 
love  thy  brother,  whom  thou  doest  see,  how  canst 
thou  love  God,  whom  thou  didst  never  see.  And 
because  we  never  saw  God  with  this  natural  eye,  will 
it  follow  therefore,  that  we  must  believe  that  he  is 
no  formal  person  at  all ;  when  as  the  Scripture  doth 
call  upon  men  to  love  the  Lord  their  Grod,  with  all 
their  hearts,  and  with  all  their  strength,  which  is  im- 
possible for  men  to  do,  if  Grod  had  no  person  at  all ; 
Day,  and  not  only  a  person,  but  the  very  person  and 
form  of  a  man,  else  a  man  could  never  love  God ;  for 
men  doth  love  God  because  he  is  like  God,  for  eveiy 
thing  doth  love  its  like;  therefore  it  is  that  God 
loves  man,  because  man's  person  and  form  is  the 
image  and  likeness  of  God,  therefore  God  loves 
man. 

Indeed  I  need  not  write  these  things  to  inform  you, 
for  you  have  given  great  testimonies  of  your  faiths 
light,  and  knowledge  in  a  personal  God,  which  this 
commission  of  the  Spirit  doth  declare,  which  faith  of 

}  TOUTS  shall  bear  you  up  above  all  philosophy  kaow- 
edge  whatsoever. 

But  I  write  these  things  that  you  may  see  the  more 
clearly  the  vanity  and  emptiness,  and  how  unsatis* 
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fied  that  feith  is  to  the  mind  whose  God  hath  no  fonn 
nor  person  at  all,  which  I  know  your  own  experience 
can  witness,  you  having  been  acquainted  with  the 
Bemonist's  principles*  You  know  what  satisfactior 
you  found  in  it,  and  what  you  find  now  in  the  laitli 
of  this  commission  ;  for  the  faith  of  this  commission 
will  uncover  all  the  cloathing  of  every  opinion, 
though  never  so  seeming  righteous,  whereby  their 
nakedness  will  be  seen. 

Dear  Friend^ 

I  would  desire  you  to  send  this  letter  inclosed 
as  it  is  directed. 

I  would  have  sent  by  the  Chesterfield  carrier  on 
Friday  last,  but  he  was  gone  a  little  before  I  came ; 
therefore  I  thoijight  good  to  put  you  to  the  trouble  to 
send  it  to  her,  because  I  am  going  into  Kent  this 
Wednesday  :  and  about  a  month  hence  I  do  intend 
to  be.  at  home  again,  therefore  for  the  present  I  shall 
rest,  with  my  love  to  you  and  your  husband, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

My  daughter  Sarah  and  Mr.  Hatter  desireth  to 
remember  their  loves  to  you  and  your  husband. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  this  Prophet  Lodowicke 
MuggletoHy  to  Sir  Thomas  Twisdcm^  dated  from 
Rootamm  Kent,  January  6,  1663,  as  followeth. 

I  UNDERSTAND  that  you  are  a  judge  of  the 
civil  law  of  the  land,  and  thai  you  are  so  by  commis- 
sion from  the  king  :  I  suppose  that  you  are  the  man 
.which  I  have  heard  much  of  in  London,  commended 
for  honour  and  renown  in  the  wisdom  and  knowledge 
in  the. civil  laws  of  England,  else  I  suppose  you  would 
not  have  been  choseQ  for  that  great  place ;  which 
authority  of  yours  I  do  own,  and  have  always  been 
obedient  to  the  civil  laws  of  the  land,  both  to  you  and 
all  other  judges,  neither  did  I  ever  break  any  of  the 
kind's  laws,  neither  in  the  old  king's  time,  noj*  now 
in  this  king's  time ;  for  I  never  did  bear  arms  againsi 
his  father,  nor  for  no  power  then  in  being,' neitbe: 
have  I  had  any  meetings  at  my  house,  nor  have  beei 
at  any  no  where  else,  not  since  his  majesty's  resto- 
ration, nor  many  years  before ;  so  that  it  seems  very 
strange,  that  I,  being  a  free-born  man  of  England, 
and  a  freeman  of  the  city  of  London,  and  one  that  hath 
fined  for  many  offices  of  the  parish  where  I  live, 
I  say  it  is  somewhat  strange  that  I  should  not  have 
so  much  liberty  as  to  come  into  the  country  to  set 
my  wife's  mother,  with  other  relations,  but  I  must 
be  hunted  after  as  if  I  h&d  committed  some  treaaOO 
or  felonies;  which  things  I  am  more  innocent  of^  I 
think,  than  any  man  in  the  world  is  at  jthis  day.  And 
yet,  throu^  the  ignorance  and  darkness  of  men  aiid 
womep,  which  know  neither  the  law  of  God  nor  the 
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law  of  the  land,  they  have  reported  strange  things 
unto  you,  which  have  caused  you  to  have  a  bad 
opinion  of  as  pure  a  truth  as  ever  was  spoken  by 
prophet  or  apostle,  and  to  look  upon  me  to  be  a  de- 
ceiver :  but  I  would  have  your  honour  to  be  careful 
what  judgment  you  give  of  spiritual  things  before 
you  know  the  cause  why,  lest  you  sin  against  the 
Holy  Ghost,  a  sin  which  will  never  be  forgiven,  nei- 
ther in  this  world,  nor  in  the  world  to  come ;  for 
though  you  are  knowing  above  most  men  in  the  law  of 
the  land,  and  can  give  judgment  accordingly,  even 
as  tlie  demerit  shall  deserve,  yet  God  hath  not  made 
you  the  judge  of  spiritual  and  eternal  matters,  neither 
are  you  to  judge  of  blasphemy  against  God :  Grod 
himself  is  the  only  judge  in  those  matters,  and  those 
whom  be  hath  chosen,  anointed,  and  sealed  for  that 
purpose,  viz.  Rii  prophets  and  apostles,  and  those 
whom  he  hath  sent  now  in  this  last  age  of  ihe 
world. 

But  I  suppose  you  know  and  do  read  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, that  the  prophets  and  apostles  of  old  were 
counted  by  the  generality  of  people  in  their  time  to 
be  blasphemers  and  deceivers,  and  were  persecuted 
thereupon ;  nay,  the  Lord  Jesus  himself  was  put  to 
death  upon  that  account^  as  may  be  read  in  the 
Scriptures. 

And  this  I  say,  those  which  persecuted  men  upon 
the  account  of  blasphemy  (they  having  broke  no  civil 
law  of  the  land)  I  say  they  would  have  been  the  same 
to  the  prophets  and  apostles  of  old,  and  to  Christ 
himself^  if  tney  had*  been  living  in  their  time. 

Also  I  understand  you  have  a  desire  to.  see  one  of 
my  books.  Now  I  do  not  conceive  that  you  desire 
to  see  it  in  love  only,  bat  that  you  might  see  what 
you  could  pick  out  of  it,  that  you  might  have  where- 
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withal  against  me,  that  you  might  persecute  me  the 
more. 

Yet  nevertheless,  I  am  not  afraid  of  your  seeiog 
my  writings,  nor  ashamed  of  the  doctrine  contained 
therein  ;  nay,  1  am  not  afraid  if  the  king's  majesty 
himself  should  see  it ;  for  my  writings  are  more  for  the 
honour  of  the  king,  than  any  dishonour. 

Therefore,  if  you  please  to  send  a  messenger  or 
ijarrier  to  London,  where  I  live,  aad  send  money, 
they  bhall  have  it,  for  they  cost  a  great  deal  of  mo- 
ney the  printing,  neither  will  I  lend  any ;  for  I  find 
by  experience,  that  when  books  be  lent  they  are  worse 
liked  than  when  they  are  paid  for :  but  if  I  had 
thought  that  you  had  desired  to  see  it  in  love,  you 
should  have  had  not  only  one,  but  three  or  six  pre- 
sented unto  you  to  peruse. 

But  I  think  most  magistrates  and  people  have  for«- 
got  the  Scripture  language,  which  saith,  forget  not 
to  entertain  strangers ;  for  some  in  entertaining 
strangers  have  entertained  angels :  as  righteous  Lot 
and  faithful  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  divers 
others,  that  have  received  prophets  in  the  name  of  a 
prophet,  and  so  have  received  a  prophet's  reward, 
which  reward  is  no  less  than  the  blessing  of  eternal 
life  ;  which  I  suppose  all  men  wouVi  willingly  have ; 
biut  instead  of  receiving  a  prophet  in  the  name  of  a 
prophet,  the  people  receive  him  as  a  blaspkeiaer,  9. 
liar,  and  deceiver,  and  persecute  him,  and  so  instead 
of  a  prophet's  blessing  they  receive  a  curse  of  eteimal 
damnation. 

This  I  know  to  be  true^  by  great  experience,  these 
twelve  years;  for  i  have  found  niQre  tqiaElioe  in  the 
country  where  I  have  been  a  stranger  and  a  pilgrim 
(a8  most  prophets  were)  nay  they  will  neither  receive 
me  themselves,  nor  si^er  others  that  would  ;  yet  1 
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meddle  with  no  man,  neither  do  I  invite  any  one  to 
come  where  I  am,  but  would  rather  they  would  for- 
bear coming  near  me ;  for  most  people  come  to  me 
only  to  try  me,  to  catch  words  out  of  me,  as  the 
Scribes  and  Pharisees  did  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
that  they  might  have  something  to  accuse  me  of  to 
the  rulers. 

But  I  hope  you  being  a  ruler  of  the  people  (for 
every  judge  is  a  ruler)  will  not  be  an  accuser  and  per- 
secutor yourself ;  but  if  you  be  I  shall  be  made  able 
by  the  powei*  of  faith  to  bear  it. 
'  And  what  I  have  written,  and  the  sentences  I  have 
and  do  pronounce,  1  shall  willingly  (if  the  laws  of 
England  will<loit)  seal  it  with  my  blood. 

Sut  it  would  be  better  and  more  commendable  to 
do  as  Nicodemus  (a  ruler  in  Israel)  did,  which  came 
to  Christ  by  night  to  ask  him  questions. 

Surely  Nicodemus  did  not  come  to  entrap  and  catch 
Christ  in  his  words,  whereby  to  have  something  against 
him  to  persecute  him,  but  asked  questions  in  love, 
desiring  to  be  resolved  ;  which  was  a  good  character, 
that  this  ruler  came  to  Christ  in  love,  and  that  he  was 
an  elect  vessel. 

It  would  be  good  for  all  rulers  if  they  could  follow 
his  example  in  spiritual  matters;  for  indeed  rulers 
are  to  be  learned  and  wise,  to  declare  the  matters  of 
this  world  (as  David  doth  say  in  the  Psalms)  for  God 
hath  chosen  few  rulers  to  be  prophets  to  declare  his 
mindi  And  that  is  the  very  cause  so  many  tillers 
did  persecute  the  prophets  and  apostles*;  you  laay 
read,  that  the  rulers  of  Israel  did  persecute  the  pro- 
phet8>  and  the  rulers  of  Israel  did  persecute  the 
apostles: 

Likewise  I  have  had  my  share  of  persecution  by 
the  fulers  of.England,  for  these  twelve  years;  but 
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wbiat  they  apd  all  perBecuting  raJers  j^ve  got  by  it 
vill  do  jtbern  but  little  goqd^  fpr  they  procuf'ed  i>o  \qss 
than  the  sentence  and  seal  of  eternal  daoination  to 
themselves ;  neither  will  they  be  delivered  from  it ; 
for  no  persecutor  of  a  prophet,  a^  he  js  a  prophet,  can 
be  saved,  that  prophet  not  being  guilty  of  the  breach 
of  itba  civil  law  of  the  land. 

Tfajscefore  it  19  good  for  judges  and  rulers  pf  the 
laud  to  mind  the  place  they  are  set  in^  ajOfd  to  jydge 
of  tbc«e  jthings  they  kjiow,  v^z.  the  laws  of  the  land : 
and  let  them  do  righteous  judgment  according  to  the 
known  law  of  the  land,  and  they  shall  do  well,  and 
not  to  meddle  with  that  which  God  hath  reserved  to 
himself,  and  will  give  power  and  judgment  in  spiritual 
matters  to  whom  he  please. 

Therefore  I  should  desire  you  to  persist  no  further 
in  persecuting  of  men  for  spiritual  matters,  lest  you 
persecute  the  truth  instead  of  a  lie,  and  call  that 
blasphemy  which  God  doth  own  to  be  revealed  by  hi? 
Holy  Spirit,  and  so  come  within  the  compass  of 
blasphemy  ^igainst  the  Holy  Ghost,  a  sin  that 
never  will  be  forgiven  in  this  world,  nor  iu  th?  world 
to  come. 

Neither  would  I  have  you  to  think  scorn  to  be  ad- 
vised by  one  so  low,  and  you  sq  high ;  for  my  power 
is  as  gi;eat  in  spiritual  matters  as  yours  }s  in  things  of 
najbure. 

^od  as  your  conmus^ion  is  to  be  JMdge  frpm  the 
king  Avhich  I  dp  owo,  sois  my  commission  iu  spiritual 
thingp  frpi?  the  Kiqg  of  Heaven. 

And  as  your  cpmnussion  will  bear  you  put  in  JiU 
tilings  you  do  according  to  the  law  of  the  land ;  so 
will  my  commission  from  God  bear  me  out  in  wh?it 
I  do  upo{i  a  spiritual  ^c<}unt. 

I  hav^  been  more  Jarge  than  I  did  intend,  bwt 
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things  of  this  nature  cannot  be  expressed  in  few  words, 
as  other  things  may  be ;  but  I  shall  say  no  more  at 
present,  but  rest, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

And  if  you  would  be  any  further  informed  of  me, 
and  my  writings,  you  may  have,  for  twenty-pence,  a 
book,  at  my  mother  Martyn's,  called,  TheQ^aktr^s 
Neck  broken^  that  will  inform  you  further  both  of  me 
and  my  writings. 

From  Rooiam  in  Kent^ 
Jamuxry  6,  1668. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  hy  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Aluggletorij  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Carter^  dated  April 
3,  1663 

'     My  dear  Friend^  Elizabeth  Carter^  % 

I  READ  over  your  letter,  and  though  the  lines 
of  your  letter  are  but  few,  yet  I  find  they  are  ver}' 
pithy,  and  full  of  substance ;  which  I  am  much  re- 
joiced to  see,  and  so  much  the  more,  in  that  one  so 
young  should  grow  so  far  in  perfection  of  fstith,  as  to 
know  that  the  words  Or  writings  of  faith  should  speak 
peace  to  the  soul  of  a  believer,  and  to  cast .  yourself 
^upon  this  rock,  and  if  you  perish,  to  perish  there; 
which  you  have  done  well,  for  you  cannot  but  grow 
in  peace  aixl  satisfaction  that  casts  itself  upon  a  true 
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prophet,  it  is  as  if  they  did  cast  themselves  upon  God 
hiiBself,  for  a  true  prophet  is  in  God's  stead,  and  they, 
that  receive  him  so,  shall  receive  a  prophet's  reward, 
which  is  no  less  than  eternal  life. 

For  this  I  would  a  little  inform  you  further^  that 
there  is  no  man  nor  woman,  but  they  must  have  some 
prophet  or  minister  or  other,  to  pitch  their  faith  upon, 
else  they  cannot  be  quiet  in  thenr  minds,  except  they 
be  Atheists. 

And  seeing  there  is  a  necessity  that  there  must  be 
a  sandy  foundation  and  a  rock,  or  a  fsAse  and  a  true  ; 
and  this  sandy  foundation  is  so  large,  that  almost  all 
the  world  doth  build  upon  it ;  and  the  rock  is  so  little, 
that  there  can  but  few  build  upon  it ;  it  hath  but  one 
Chief  Comer-stone,  even  God  himself;  but  the  world 
builds  all  upon  the  sand  that  have  never  a  comer- 
stone  at  all  to  bear  up  their  building,  when  the  storm 
of  death  comes. 

Therefore  you  may  see  what  a  multitude  of  mes- 
sengers, ministers,  and  ambassadors  there  is  in  this 
world,  of  all  sects  and  opinions,  and  every  one  of  the 
messengers  have  store  of  people  which  do  build  upon 
them,  which  may  be  evident  to  a  discerning  eye  that 
they  all  build  upon  the  sand  ;  and  that  there  should 
be  but  one  true  prophet  in  the  world  at  this  day,  and 
that  such  young  ones  as  you,  and  Elizabeth  Smith, 
should  build  upon  this  commission  of  the  Spirit, 
which  is  a  sure  rock  of  salvation. 

There  are  other  young  ones  in  other  places,  which 
I  find  to  be  rather  more  confident,  and  do  grow  more 
in  the  faith  of  this  commission  than  some  that  are  of 
older  years.  The  cause  why  it  is  so,  is,  because  they 
were  catcht  in  faith's  net  before  any  other,  form  of  re^ 
ligion  had  laid  hold  on  them. 

I  write  these  few  lines  to  you  for  th«  further  con- 
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fimuition  and  growth  of  your  faith ;  sotbat  you  mawr 
receive  the  inore  full  asmitslnce  here  in  this  life,  whidi 
is  an  hundred  fold;  and  in  the  life  to  come,  life 
everlasting. 
]fJo  more  at  prfeseht^  but  my  loVe  to  yourself. 

I  rest  your  friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWfCKE  MUGGLETON. 

April  S,  l6t)S. 

i(  Hi JippgsaaiaMi        n  i  i  iim 

A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Ij>domcke 
Mtiggkton^  to  Mrs.  Dorothy  Carter^  of  Che^ittficld^ 
hearing  date  Aprils,  1663. 

Dear  and  loving  Friend  in  the  true  Faithy  Dorothy  Carter^ 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  with  your  daughter's 
inclosed,  and  am  glad  to  hear  you  are  well  in  health, 
and  more  especially  in  your  faith  and  confidence  of 
this  commission  of  the  Spirit ;  and  1  do  find  every 
where,  both  in  city  and  country,  that  those  that  do 
lay  the  greatest  weight  upon  this  commission  do  find 
the  greatest  peace  and  sati§fa6fiofi  in  their  minds,  and 
are  the  more  able  to  encounter  with  opposition  where 
they  meet  with  it ;  for  it  is  a  hard  matter  for  any 
of  this  fiiith  to  escape  being  opposed,  because  this 
commission  and  the  faith  of  it  fight  against  all  the 
World- 
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For  this  being  the  faith  of  God's  electa  it  fights 
against  all  sects  and  opinions  in  religioiT  in  the  worlds 
and  all  opinions  bare  a  faith  ia  that  opinion  they  are 
of;  but  it  is  but  the  faith  of  devils,  whatsoever  they 
pretend.  Why  ?  Because  there  is  none  knows  the 
true  God,  in  his  form  and  nature  ;  and  how  is  it  pos^ 
sible  that  any  man  should  have  true  ^tb,  and  yet 
not  know  the  true  God. 

Therefore  that  faith  which  is  built  upon  a  fidse 
God  amst  needs  be  no  other  but  the  fitith  of  devils : 
thei^fore  how  few  is  there  in  the  world  at  this  d^ 
that  can  sav  as  Paul  did,  I  have  fought  a  good  Jigkt^ 
t  have  Jinisned  my  cour9e,  I  have  k^t  the  faith^  and 
henc^orth  there  is  laid  up  forme  a  crown  ^righteousness^ 
wMm  Qjod  the  righteous  Judge  shall  give  f  Can  any  one 
fight  the  fight  of  faith,  and  yet  not  know  the  true 
God^  And  that  is  the  verv  cause  so  many  die  unsa^ 
tisfied  in  death ;  because  tbey  know  not  tl^  true 
God,  yet  they  despise  that  man  that  should  dedare 
him  unto  them  ;  but  they  would  have  God  to  do  it 
himself,  and  yet  their  God,  in  their  imagination  is  so 
big,  so  infinite  and  incomprehensible,  that  he  caxH 
not  be  known  nor  comprehended  by  his  creature. 
And  yet  they  would  have  this  unknown  God  to  save 
them. 

Therefore  you  that  are  enlightened  in  ydur  under-^ 
standing,  who  can  by  £stith  compreh^od  what  the 
true  God  is,  m  his  form  and  nature,  you  may  see 
how  the  whole  world  lyeth  in  wickedness,  ignorance, 
and  darkness  ;  neither  can  the  world  fight  a  good 
fight  of  faith ;  no,  none  can  truly  do  so  but  those  that 
have  believed  our  report. 

You  speak  in  your  letter  of  a  man  that  came  out 
of  the  North  ;  it  will  be  well  for  him  if  dt  be  given 
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him  truly  to  understand  these  things ;  but  I  have 
beard  nothing  of  him  as  yet. 

This  letter  of  yours  came  when  I  was  in  Cambridge-: 
shire  ;  I  have  been  little  at  home  since  Christ-tidie  ; 
and  the  very  morning  that  I  went  into  Cambridge- 
shire, I  received  four  letters  from  Mr,  Hudson,  two 
of  them  from  Quakers  there  in  Lancashire,  which 
Mr.  Hudson  would  have  me  send  the  sentence  tp 
those  two  Quakers  and  to  a  Presbyterian  minister, 
which  I  have  had  no  leisure  to  send  till  now :  the 
same  day  as  I  deliver  yours  to  the  carrier,  I  shall  send 
his.  He  is  well,  and  remembers  his  love  to  all  our 
friends  of  the  faith.  I  have  remembered  yours  and 
Ellen  Sudbury's  love  to  him. 

Also  I  have  received  since  I  came  home  a  Quaker's 
letter,  and  a  copy  of  Edward  Bourne's  letter,  of  Mrs. 
Griffith,  which  1  cannot  have  leisure  to  answer  at  pre- 
sent ;  but  I  do  intend  to  send  an  answer  the  next  re- 
turn of  the  carrier.  My  daughter  is  pretty  well  reco- 
vered of  her  sickness ;  she  received  your  kindness 
which  you  sent,  of  Mr.  Griffith,  and  desire th  to  re- 
member her  kind  love  to  you  and  your  daughter,  I 
think  her  husband  doth  intend  to  write  to  you  him- 
self;  therefore  I  shall  say  no  more,  only  my  love  re- 
membered to  yourself,  Elizabeth  Smith,  and  the  rest, 
Mr.  Frewterill  and  his  wife,  with  my  love  to  Ellen 
Sudbury,  when  you  can. 

So  resteth  your  Friend  in  the  eternal  Faith, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON: 

London^  April  3y  1663. 
Mrs.  Griffith  remembers  her  kind  love  unto  you. 
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A  Copy  oj  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton,  to  Mrs.   Dorothy  Carter,  bearing  date 
from  London,  May  8,  1663. 

Afy  dear  Friend  in  the  eternal.  TnUh,  Dor<4ky  Carter, 

I  HAVE  had  a  great  desire  to  have  sent  to  you 
before  now,  but  I  have  been  much  hindered  by  other 
occasions,  but  it  is  not  for  want  of  love  that  I  did  not 
write  to  you  before  now  ;  yet  I  am  much  straitened 
for  time  as  ever  I  was,  but  I  having  finished  an  an- 
swer to  Richard  Famesworth's  letter,  and  taken  a 
copy  of  it,  have  sent  it  to  you,  with  Edward  Ber- 
nard's letter;  so  that  if  you  think  good  to  take  a 
copy  of  this  Richard  Farnesworth's  letter,  you  may, 
before  you  deliver  it ;  it  will  be  some  labour,  but  it 
will  be  necessary,  though  it  may  be  hereafter  it  may 
be  put  in  print. 

For  there  are  some  friends  here  in  London,  that 
are  very .  desirous  to  have  this  letter  of  Richard 
Farncsworth's  with  my  answer;  and  that  letter  of 
Samuel  Hoo ton's  and  W.  S.  which  they  sent  to  me 
.first,  and  my  answer  of  the  four  sheets  to  them^ 
printed ;  which,  perhaps,  I  may  trouble  you  for 
some  small  matter  towards  the  printing  of  them  t 
but  the  captain  that  is  the  most  desirous  to.  have 
them*  printed,  hath  a  son  that  did  own  this  commis- 
sion, and  he  is  dead  beyond  the  seas,,  in  a  place 
called  Antego,  which  is  a  great  grief,  to  his  father, 
both  in  respect. as  henvas  in  the  fiiith  of  this  com- 
mission,  and  in  respect  of  his  temporal  estate^  for  be 
'  had  a  great  charge)  with  him  of  his  lather's. 
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So  that  I  do  not  know  how  things  will  fall  out  as  to 
that,  but  when  such  a  thing  is  resolved  upon^  I  shall 
give  you  notice  of  it. 

So,  being  in  haste  I  shall  only  remember  my  love 
to  yourself,  and  to  your  daughter,  and  Betty  Smith, 
and  all  the  rest  of  our  friends  of  the  faith  therewith, 
if  there^be  any  ;  not  forgetting  my  dear  friend  in  the 
true  faith,  Ellen  Sudbury.  I  long  to  hear  how  she 
and  her  husband  doth. 

So  resteth  your  Friend  in  the  true  Faith, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

I  should  be  glad  to  bear  from  you  ^tsisoon  as  you 
can.  My  daughter  JSarah  and  her  Husband  remein- 
ber  their  kind  loves  unto  you,  and  so  doth  Mr. 
Hatter,  with  many  other  friends  unknown  to  yqu,  yet 
remember  their  love  to  you. 


A  Letter  of  Me  Prophet  Lodowicke  Muggleton's  to  Mr. 
Richard  Sudbury^  May  19,  1668.  - 

Loving  tMend,  Richard  SuMury^ 

I  RECEiyED  ycrtir  letter^    bearing  date  the 
first  of  May,  1662. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  youaffe  in  faealtfa,  and  more 
especiaUy  diat  you  do  understaad  something  more 
than  you  did  when  I  was  with  you,  cdr)the  form:. mid 
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nature  of  God^  and  the  form  and  nature  of  the  right 
devil ;  and  the  difference  betwixt  the  seed  of  reason^ 
and  the  seed  of  faiths  and  the  nature  of  a  commission. 

The  knowledge  of  these  things  when  they  are 
sunk  deep  into  the  heart  and  do  not  remain  only  in 
the  bead ;  I  say  they  ^dll  make  you  wiser  than  your 
fathers,  and  will  yield  you  more  peace  and  satis&c** 
tion  to  your  mind»  than  all  the  religions  and  opi« 
nKMis  in  the  world  besides  can  do ;  because  the  know* 
ledge  of  these  things,  it  gives  a  peace  which  the 
world  cannot  give;  nor  no  righteousness  which  is 
acted  or  wrought  by  the  seed  of  reason,  let  it  be  ever 
so  pure^  it  is  but  the  righteousness  of  the  law  ;  and 
by  the  deeds  of  the  law  shall  no  flesh  be  justified, 
but  by  the  ri^teousness  of  faith  are  we  justified  in 
the  sight  of  God,  and  hath  peace  in  God ;  and  this 
justification  and  peace,  it  doth  arise  from  the  seed 
of  faitii  which  is  God's  own  nature,  and  this  is  that 
which  is  called  in  Scripture  the  divine  nature  of 
Gknl ;  where  it  is  said,  speaking  to  believers.  We  art 
partaken  of  kU  divine  nature :  now  if  God  hath  a 
divine  nature,  of  necessity  he  must  have  a  person, 
for  there  can  be  no  nature  of  God,  angels,  man,  nor 
any  other  creature  nor  things  but  it  must  have  a 
person  or  substance  ;  now  a  spiritual  substance  hath 
a  nature  as  well  as  that  which  is  natural. 

So  that  God  having  a  divine  nature,  he  must  needs 
have  a  spiritual,  heavenly,  and  divine  substance; 
and  according  to  the  faith  of  the  Scriptures,  this  sub- 
stance of  Gem  is  no  other  but  the  form  of  a  man, 
and  this  God-Man  is  no  other  but  Christ  Jesus,  which 
is  the  Alpha  Omegas  the  beginning  and  the  end,  thejirst 
and  the  last,  he  that  was  dead  and  is  alive,  and  behold  he 
is  aUvefor  evermore.  Neither  can  there  be  any  true 
peace  to  any  upon  the  earth,  but  in  the  believing  it 
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was  God  that  poured  out  his  soul  unto  deaths  abd 
rose  agaii),  and  is  now  living  in  that  same  body;  and 
the  fistith  in  this  gives  true  peace  to  the  mind  here, 
and  the  assurance  of  eternal  life  hereafter,  irhich 
can  never  be  known  but  in  and  by  a  commission, 
this  being  the  last,  and  of  the  highest  nature  ;  which 
I  am  glad  that  you  do  confess  a  belief  in,  which 
is  more  than  I  did  think  you  would  have  done  when 
1  was  with  you,  for  you  being  wrapped  up  and  en- 
tanaled  with  Jacob  Bemon's  principles  and  disciples 
with  a  little  smatch  of  the  Quakers,  that  tbere  would 
have  been  no  room  for  truth  to  take  place  in  yokr ; 
but  I  see  now  it  is  otherwise,  for  now  you  would 
wish  to  see  me ;  but  when  I  was  with  you  I  could 
discern  no  such  thing,  neither  can  I  tell  as  yet  whe* 
ther  ever^I  shall  see  you  again,  except  you  do  come 
to  London  about  some  business.  I  shall  be  glad  to 
see  you,  but  if  ever  I  have  any  occasion  to  coine 
within  twenty  or  thirty  miles  of  you,  I  shall  come 
and  see  you. 

I  understand  by  your  letter  that  you  are  got  into 
the  bishop's  court,  that  is  a  thing  that  is  common 
every  where  in  the  countries,  but  as  for  us  at  London, 
we  are  very  quiet  as  to  that ;  so  people  will  forbear 
meeting,  and  pay  tithes  and  taxes,  they  may  live 
quiet  enough  here  ;  but  I  have  been  in  Cambridge- 
shire and  spent  the  most  part  of  this  winter,  and 
they  are  cited  into  the  bishop's  court  for  not  going 
to  church,  and  some  for  not  baptizing  their  chitdren, 
tis  you  are,  but  there  is  none  of  this  faith  that  doth 
go,  except  one  or  two  that  are  weak  and  fearful,  and 
loth  to  part  with  a  little  money  to  preserve  a  good 
conscience  free  from  idolatry;  but  some  of  our 
friends  have  been  cited  in  very  oft,  and  would  not 
appear,  but  at  last  the  apparitors  did  arrest  them 
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with  a  writ  to  appear  at  the  Quarter-Sessions,  and 
there  they  were  made  to  pay  ten  shillings  a  piece,  so 
that  they  could  do  them  no  further  harm  for  sijc 
month's  time ;  others  again,  if  they  did  appear  at  the 
first  summons,  they  paid  seventeen  shillings,  and 
were  discharged  ;  for  it  is  only  a  money  business. 

Therefore  my  advice  to  you  is  to  give  the  appari- 
tor his  fee  ;  if  you  do  give  him  something  more  than 
what  is  stated  by  their  laws,  perhaps  he  will  put  out 
your  same, ,  if  not,  appear  at  the  court,  and  pay  the 
charges  of  it;  for  there  is  no  oaths,  nor  any  thing 
else  imposed  upon  you,  but  only  pay  the  charges  o£ 
the  court  and  be  gone  ;  but  if  you  let  it  run  tiU  your 
be  suspended,  that  will  be  taken  off  for  eight  shillings,, 
for  it  is.,  only  to  get  money:  now  there  is  some 
baptists,  and  others,  that  will  not  pay  any  money  at 
all^  so  that  they  do  proceed  to  excommunication: 
now  what  the  event  of  their  excommunication  is  I 
cannot  hear,  but  I  do  advise  all  our  friends  rather 
to  part  with  a  little  money,  for  that  is  it  that  all 
courts  do  look  for ;  and  so  preserve  their  temporal 
well-being,  and  their  conscience,  free  from  idolatry  ; 
fbr  mopey  is  Caesa^^'s,  Therefore  give  Ccesarthe  things 
that  are  Ccesars^  and  God  the  things  that  are  his;  for 
all  tribute  and  taxes  which  is  laid  upon  the  people^ 
by.  the  power  of  the  nation,  whether  it  be  the  spiri- 
tual courts  so  called,  or  the  civil  courts,  it  is  all 
Csesar*s  tax,  and  so  ought  to  be  paid  by  all  those  that 
love  peace  of  conscience  better  than  money, 

Therefore  my  advice  is  that  you  would  do  as  before* 
said,  for  I  know  a  little  money  will  let  you  free  in  this 
matter. 

No  more  at  present,  but  my  love  to  yourself..  I 
rest. 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Maj^  19, 166S. 

O  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


loe 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
MuggUtaUy  to  Mrs.  Ellen  Sudbury  ^  bearing  date  from 
Jjmdon,  May  the  IQth.  1663. 

Dear  Friend,  in  the  true  FaUh,  Ellen  Sudbury. 

I  AM  glad  to  hear  a  few  lines  from  yon,  and 
though  you  have  not  been  well  in  body,  yet  I  per- 
ceive you  have  grown  more  strong  in  the  faith  of  this 
commission)  and  in  the  assurance  of  eternal  life, 
which  is  the  chiefest  and  greatest  thing  that  can  be 
attained  in  this  life ;  which  &ith  of  yours  shall  carry 
you  up  here  in  this  life,  and  not  only  so,  but  accord^ 
ing  to  your  faith  it  shall  be  unto  you^for  you  shaU  see 
your  God  face  to  face,  in  that  kingdom  of  eternal  glory. 
And  this  faith  which  you  have  in  this  commission 
of  the  Spirit,  is  that  earnest  of  the  Spirit  which  is  th^ 
evidence  of  things  not  seen^  and  the  substance  of  things 
hoped  for.     There  is  no  knowing  of  God,  nor  any 
things  above  the  stars,  but  by  faith,  therefore  without 
faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  God,  neither  can  a  man 
please  himself  without  faith,  for  great  and  wonderful 
things  have  been  done  by  the  power  of  faith  ;  and  yet  the 
peace  of  mind,  and  the  assurance  of  eternal  life,  is 
greater  than  all.     For  the  time  was,  when  as  I  would 
nave  given  the  whole  world  if  it  had  been  in  my 
power ;  xiay,  I  would  willingly  ^have  laid  down  my 
life  to  have  procured  favour  with  God,  or  to  know 
my  eternal  happiness,  but  could  not ;  but  now  eter- 
nal life  is  freely  given  me,  made  known  to  me,  I  am 
not  so  willing  to  lay  down  my  life  as  I  was  befcH'e ; 
for  before,  I  thought  to  procure  peace  with  God  by 
suffering,  which  could  not  be ;  but  now,  by  faith,  I 
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have  obtained  the  assoranoe  of  eternal  life  without 
laying  doMm  my  life. 

So  that  whsU:  I  suffer  now  it  is  from  life^  and  not 
to  gain  life^  which  all  men  which  have  not  this  fstith 
do  suffer  to  gain  life,  and  not  from  any  true  life  of 
faith ;  neither  can  they  say  the  life  that  they  live  is 
by  the  feith  of  the  true  God,  as  we  can,  for  if  God 
hath  never  a  person,  (as  they  say)  there  can  be  no 
true  £^ith  at  all:  therefore  be  not  you  discouraged 
because  of  the  fewness  that  believe  or  receive  this 
commission  of  the  Spirit;  for  if  there  should  be 
none  but  yourself  in  those  parts^  yet  your  faith  and 
blessedness,  which  hath  been  declared  upon  you, 
shall  bear  you  up,  and  confirm  you  the  more,  both 
of  the  truth  of  the  Scriptures,  and  of  the  doctrine 
that  is  held  forth  by  thjs  commission  of  the  Spirit, 
for  the  Scriptures  are  full  of  sure  examples ;  here 
and  there  one,  that  did  receive  a  prapJ^et  in  the  name  of 
a  prophet.  And  as  for  William  Watson's  t^npting 
of  you  to  speak  evil  of  me,  I  know  that  is  the  nature 
of  the  devil  so  to  do.  And  as  for  his  going  up  and 
down  with  Richard  Farnesworth^s  letter,  saying  that 
he  durst,  and  himself  ^peak  evil  of  me,  that  belongs 
only  to  the  devil  so  to  do,  especially  those  that  are 
damned  by  me ;  for  it  is  not  Richard  Farnesw^rth'g 
letter^  nor  all  the  men  in  the  world,  iand  letters,  that 
can  or  shall  takeoff'  his  dunnalion  again.  But  if 
William  Watson  do  but  read,  or  hear  my  answer 
read  to  Richard  Fameswoith^s  letter,  be  wiU  have 
small  cause  to  boost  of  that  letter # 

I  hope  our  friend  Dorothy  Carter  hath  taken  a 
oopy  of  it  before  now,  expecting  that  she  will  send 
it  to  you,  though  I  did  not  clesire  her  sd  to  cio  wh«n 
leeHtit,  yet  I  hope  youhave  it  bc^re^^you  receive 
this. 
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Therefore  let  the  devil  Watson,  and  all  th6y  that 
are  under  the  sentence  of  this  commission^  rage  and 
do  what  they  can,  thejr  shall  never  take  away  that 
assurance  of  eternal  life  from  you,  neither  shall  they 
deliver  themselves  from  that  damnation  which  I  have 
pronounced  upon  them. 

No  more  at  present,  but  my  love  to  yourself. 

I  rest  your  friend  in  the  eternal  Truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  hy  the  Prophet  Ij)dowicke 
MuggletoUy  bearing  date,  from  London,  June  19^ 
1663. 

Dear  and  loromg  Friend  in  the  eiemal  Truth,  Dorothy,  Carter, 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  bearing  date  May 

.  18th,  1663,  and  am  glad  to  hear  of  your  health,  and 

more  especially  of,  your  faith  and  confidence  in  this 

commission  of  the  Spirit,  for  that  will  make  your  life 

bpth  comfortable  here,  and  happy  hereafter. 

I  had  given  you  an  answer  before  now,  but  that 
J,  Vf9$  to  go  into  Kent  at  that  time  when  I  received 
ypfirs,  and  was  there, a  niatter  of  eight  or  ten  days; 
but. now.  being  at  home. again,  I  shall  give  you  an 
answer  to  those  things  of  most  concernment  in  your 
letter 

j  The  ;l^rst  thin^  is,  I  am  glad  your  daughter  hath 
so  ^ood.an  opinion  of  Richard  Sudbury,  £^  to  give 
tei^timov^  of  his  iaith  in  this  commission ,  of  the 
Spirit. 
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Indeed  I  do  find  by  his  writings  that  he  is  very 
much  enlightened  in  the  knowledge  of  many  things 
which  this  conimission  doth  declare,  to  what  he  did 
when  I  was  there :  also  I  do  see  by  his  letters  that 
there  is  love  to  truth,  which  was  not  in  him  then.     * 

Indeed  I  did  little  expect  that  ever  he  would  have 
received  the  doctrine  of  the  true  God^  and  the  right 
devil;  not  in  the  love  of  it.  But  this  I  will  say,  he 
will  know,  to  h:s  everlasting  peace,  the  difference 
between  Jacob  Bemon^s  doctrine  and  the  doctrine  of 
this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  which  he,  nor  no  other 
can  do,  but  by  faith  in  this  commission  of  the 
Spirit. 

I  hope  he  and  his  wife  are  well,  and  those  friends 
that  were  to  be  at  your  house  this  Witsuntide. 

The  second  thing  is,  that  you  and  Mr.  Frewterill 
are  cited  into  the  bishop's  court,  for  which  you  woukl 
have  my  advice* 

I  shall  give  you  the  same  advice  as  I  do  all  other 
believers  in  the  countries,  for  they  are  cited  into  the 
bishop's  court  every  where  in  the  countries ;  some  of 
the  believers  do  pay  their  monies,  and  so  they  piro- 
ceed  no  further ;  yet  they  lye  liable  to  be  cited  agaia 
every  month,  but  I  da  not  hear  they  are  so  extreme 
as  to  do  it,  for  it  is  but  to  get  a  crown  or  an  angel  a 
year  of  you,  that  is  all  they  look  after ;  and  if  a  man 
be  able,  he  had  better  do  it  and  pay  it,  for  his  quiet* 
ness  sake,  than  to  stand  it  out.  Others  again  that 
are  poor,  are  excommunicated  quite,  and  so  they  ro^ 
main,  and  that  is  as  far  as  they  can  go. 

I  do  not  understand  that  the  bishop's  courts  have 
any  such  power  not  as  yet  to  strain  upon,  any  man's 
goods  for  the  charges  of  the  court,  according  td  th^ 
old  law  formerly  they  had,  but  except  the  Pirfia- 
meat  do  revive  and  ratify  that  law  a^iew,  they  dare 
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not  put  it  in  execution  :  elae  exdommunicaction  can 
go  no  further .  t^an  thus,  that  i?  to  say,  you  shall  be 
caat'Oiat  of  the  chuidi,  so  that  you  shall  not  be  parv 
takers  of  the  ordinances  of  God,  not  as  to  receive 
the  s^raments;  .and  if  you  die,  you  shidl  not  be 
buiied  in  l^e  churdi-yard,  nor  haye  Christian  burial, 
as  they  call  it ;.  and  if  you  have  any  debts  owing  to 
yoy,  you  1  shall  not  have  the  benefit  of  the  hiw  to  get 
your.own. 

These,  and  such-like,  are  the  effects  of  excommiv* 
nication:  liierefore,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  better  to 
give  them  their  fees  now  while  it  is  but  little,  so  you 
can  keep  the  mind  free  from  oaths  and  worship  ;  it  is 
better  let  them  have  some  of  your  money,  for  that  is 
the  world's  God;  for  money  will  buy  off  excommu«* 
nication,  condemnation,  and  worship ;  and  all  that 
the  bishop's  courts  can  do,  or  they  aim  at,  is  but 
money,  for  if  you  be  danmed  afterward  they  care 
not,  so  they  can  but  get  your  moncr ;  therefore  you 
seed  not  much  trouble  yqurself  about  that,  for  a 
little  money  will  deliver  you  out  of  that  trouble. 

We  are  very  quiet  here  at  London  as  to  that,  but 
only  taxes  go  on  more  and  more ;  but,  as  for  wor^ 
ship,  it  is  not  here,  so  we  do  not  meet  nor  n^ect 
paying  of  iythes,  we  worship  who  or  what  we  will ; 
the  cause,  I  believe,  is  of  the  sectary  party,  four  for 
one,  if  not  more,  so  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to 
bring  iiie  people  to  an  uniformity  of  worship  ;  and  for 
imtcbing  of  schools,  the  bishop's  licence  will  boid 
good,  for  there  is  a  friend  of  mine  of  this  faith, 
whkh  did  ke^  a  school  before  the  kins  came  in,  but 
when  the  bishop's  courts  were  settled  mey  would  not 
let  him  keep  school  without  a  licence,  and  that  was 
a  hard  noatter  to  get  without  swearing,  or  going  to 
church:  he  went  to  i the  secretary  m  the  bisbop's 
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bouri:^  Wing  of  his  accjualntdnce^  and  tbld  him,  if  hH 
would  fcelp  him  to  a  hcence  he  Voiild  giire  him  con-J- 
teilt ;  the  secretary  told  him  he  cotrld  not  well  do  it, 
feicJe]^  he  would  show  himsblf  at  churchy  or  swear* 
My  friend  ssUd  he  could  not  sWear,  nof  gtJ  tochiirfchi 
iatnd  if  he  could  not  do  it  without  thos^  ti»ro  things,  hte 
niiist  lay  it  down  So,  at  the  last,  the  officer  did 
pr^mite  t6  get  him  one :  and  so  he  did,  llrithoiit 
irt*^earip^  at  going  to  church ;  it  cost  toy  Mend  but 
sijt:  shilhngs  and  eight  pence,  and  ^o  he  left  his  cbn- 
sciietice  free  from  offence.  And  because  you  may 
sie^  thdt  this  School*master  is  one  of  this  faith^  I 
hdve  ieht  you  a  letter  of  his,  Ivhich  he  sent  to  ia6 
lately,  but  I  iirould  have  you  send  it  me  again  as 
sooti  as  you  can ;  he  liveth  near  Cambridge,  but  it 
^iS  at  the  bishop's  court  at  Cambridge  that  he  had 
fai^r  licence.  '  ;  * 

And  as  fot  that  Evans  at  Nottingham;  I  do  not 
know  the  man,  neither  was  he  of  our  society,  for  I 
know  all  that  have  been  of  our  society,  ami  have 
slunk  away ;  there  is  none  of  them  jbhAt  dare  speak 
evil  of  tliat  which  they  did  fortniirly  own,  neither 
was  there  eyer  any  families  tuinfed  by  fbllowiiig  us,  but 
many  families  have  been  bpheld  and  preserved  by 
U8.  How  i^  it  possible  that  any  families  should  bcf 
ruined  by  us,  When  we  never  lay  any  bUrthem  upoii 
aby ;  fot  my  J)krt,  all  the  while  that  John  Reeve  Was 
living,  I  never  had  two^pence  of  all  the  believers  in 
England^  except  it  was  of  one  gentleman,  but  havd 

rnt  ihany  a  pound  for  the  Commission-sake  ;  for  I 
believe  I  was  above  forty  pounds  the  worse  in  toy 
eftate  for  this  commission,  fipr  I  did  not  live  of  the 
Gospd,  as  the  apostles  did,  without  working ;  I  have! 
befen  more  true  in  that  particular  than  ever  any 
apostle  was,  or  ever  any  Quaker  was,  for  there  can* 
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not  be  so  many  speakers  of  the  Quakers  but  thejr 
must  be  maiDtained  by  their  disciples^  which  I  never 
was,  neither  was  John  Reeve,  for  John  Reeve's  wife 
and  his  daughter  did  get  most  part  of  his  living,  for 
if  he  had  got  no  more  than  what  was  given  him,  it 
was  but  little,  for  he^  never  laid  no  burthen  upon 
any  ;  if  they  were  moved  to  give  him  sometimes  1^* 
Is.  6d.  oris.  6d.  so  it  was,  he  never  compelled  any, 
but  they  did  it  freely  of  themselv^es,  which  could  not 
ruin  any  femily ;  neither  was  he  ever  drunk  in  his 
life,  to  my  knowledge,  for  he  was  too  innocent  and 
sober-natured  a  man  to  be  drunk :  but  I  conceive 
this  Evans  is  mistaken  in  the  man,  I  believe  it  was 
John  Reeve's  brother,  for  he,  indeed,  towards  his 
latter  end,  was  grown  a  drunkard  and  sot,  and,  per- 
haps, this  Evans  was  of  his  society,  which  was  upon 
the  rant,  and  the  ranters  indeed  did  ruin  many  fami-» 
lies.  There  have  been  divers  others  that  have  laid 
aspersions  upon  John  Reeve,  because  of  his  brother's 
foolish  practice ;  but,  as  for  hin^elf,  he  was,  in  that 
point^  as  a  child  that  weaned  is  ;  but  no  body  can 
help  people's  believing  of  lies,  no  more  than  we  can 
help  believing  of  trut^. 

Therefore  let  the  Quakers  believe  what  they  will  of 
John  Reeve,  that  will  not  deliver  them  from  the  sen- 
tence which  he  and  I  have  passed  upon  them ;  and 
as  for  this  Evans,  but  that  I  think  he  is  mistaken  in 
the  man,  I  would  have  sent  the  sentence  to  him  for 
his  lies. 

And  as  for  my  coming  down  to  see  you,  I  cannot 
possibly  promise  you  at  present,  but  I  do  think  our 
friend  Mr.  Hatter  must  go  into  Yorkshire  about  a 
month  hence  at  the  farthest,  and  he  doth  intend  to 
be  one  night  at  Mr.  Sudbury'?,  for  that  is  in  his  way, 
so  that  he  cannot  come  to  you,  but  I  supppse  he  will 


Digitized  by 


Google 


116 

send  you  word  when  he  will  be  there,  so  that,  if  you 
can,  you  may  meet  with  him  there,  and,  if  I  can 
possibly,  I  will  come  along  with  him,  for  I  hdvea 
desire  to  see  you  all  over  again;  a'nd  the  .more, 
because  Mr.  Sudbuiy  hath  given  such  testimonies  of 
his  faith  in  the  true  God,  and  his  desire  to  see  me* 

No  more  at  present,  but  my  love  to  yourself,  your 
Daughter,  and  £lizabeth  Smith,  and  all  the  rest  of 
our  mends  in  the  Faith. 

Your  Friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

'  LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  hy  the  Trophet  Lodowicke 
Muggieton^  to  Mrs.  Dorothy  Carter  in  Chesterfield^ 
bearing  date  from  London^  July  the  18/A,  1663. 

Dear  Friend, 

1  THOUGHT  good  to  give  you  notice,  though 
I  am  uncertain  myself,  but,  I  think,  Mr.  Hatter  will 
be  at  Mr.  Richard  Sudbury's  on  Wednesday  night, 
being  the  23d  of  July,  and  if  he  does  come,  as  I 
suppose  he  will,  for  he  must  come  then  or  not  at  all, 
for  he  cannot  stay  above  a  day  longer  if  he  comes  at 
all ;,  and  if  he  comes  out  on  Monday  or  Tuesday,  I 
do  intend  to  come  along  with  him,  but  if  he  doth 
not  come  at  all,  I  will  come  myself  the  next  week 
after;  but,  if  you  can,  be  at  Ellen  Sudbury's  on 
Wednesday  next,  that  you  may  see  Mr.  Hatter,  for 
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\ie  goes  no  nearer  yau  than  NoitiDgbam ;  and  if  you 
do  1066  your  labour  in  seeing  bim,  you  mi^y  take  com- 
fort in  seeing  your  pousin  Sudbury^  £ov  I  Cfannot  give 
tbe  certainty  of  it,  yet  I  thougbt  good  to  8ep4  by  the 
post  tbis  Saturday  night,  else  I  could  pot  convey  apy 
notice  qf  it  to  yqU|  for  l^e  m^st  come  at  a  day's  warn^- 
jng,  so  that  no  letter  copld  be  conveyed  unto  you, 
peither  c^n  Jie  stay  at  EUep  Sudbury's  but  one 
nisht ;  and  as  for  my  staying  with  you  longer  than 
^  qid  before,  that  I  cannot  do,  but  I  do  intend  tq 
stay  ^ith  yqu  about  so  Ions  time  as  I  did  before. 

So  being  in  baste,  I  shall  take  leave,  with  my  love 
remembered  unto  yourself,  and  unto  your  daughter, 
ftnd'Elizaheth  Smithy  and  aU  o^h^r  friends.    I  reat 

Your  friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  xppitten  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton^  to  TItoiftas  ^ighf€Ud^  Qardener  m  Notr 
tmghqm^  bearing  Date  from  Chesterjield,  Jufy  31, 
1663.  ■ 

Thomas  Higkfeitd^ 

I  UNDEI^STAND  that  you  are  a  Quaker,  and 
that  the  Quakers  do  sometimes  meet  at  your  bouse, 
so  that  you  cannot  be  ignorant  of  tliose  kttei^  of 
g^muel  Hooton,  and  W.  §.  whiclj  thev  sent  py  mp^ 
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and  of  my  answer  to  tbein,  as  sUso  that  letter  of 
^icbard  Fumesworth's,  and  my  answer  to  him. 

In  wbicji  letters  of  mine  yo^  may  see,  if  you  have 
but  thp  single  eye  of  fiiith,  why  I  do  oppose  that  anrt 
pf  people  pnore  than  any  other  sect  of  religion,  be- 
pavse,  as  I  haye   expressed  in   those  letters,   the 
Quakeps  are  the  greateit  fighters  against  God's  being 
^  jpenpu  of  himself  (pf  any)  they  being  led  and 
guiflet^  by  the  spirit  of  antichrist  in  t))is  last  age, 
^^cb  is  transformed  into  the  likeness  of  an  angel  of 
light,  for  that  the3&  \mve  got  their  God  all  within 
them ;  so  that  they  deny  Mod  to  haye  a  pcnon  or 
body  of  lys  own  without  them,  9q  thajt  th^  ace  that 
spirit  of  autichrist:  th?^t  dpth  deny  tjie  Father  and  the 
^pp,  tb^t  is,  tb^  deny  Je9^s  Cbruit  tQ  have  become 
in  tVu|  flesh  \  I  p^eon  they  deny  Jesva  Christ  to  havie 
fl^  and  bone  of  hpsowpk^bii^  is  i\m  ^ftme  flesh  and 
bone  that  he  suffered  death  in ;  I  sc^  that  same  flesh 
^d  bone  is  now  living  i^  heaven  above  the  stars,  ^od 
not  as  \he  Quakers  do  vainly  ima^ne  him  to  be,  all 
diffusfed  into  spirits,  and  so  he  is  gotten  into  them  ; 
^d  this  is  tl)^t  ¥^hipb  they  call  the  light  of  Christ  in 
them,  apd  so  they  fay  thait  Chri<^  w  in  them  from 
that  Scripture,  ^h^e  it  is  said»  Know  ye  not  that 
Christ  is  fn  you,  «xcfpi  yont  be  reprphates ;    never  con- 
sidering tl^t  ^jing  ip  S<aipture,  Let  Christ  dusUin 
youf  hearts  hff  fa^,    Now  that  Mrhich  dvroUs  in  a 
man's  h^^urt  by  i^ith,  it  dotb  not  dwell  in  a  man's 
beart  in  its  peifpp  a^  essence,  £or  if  one  maahad 
tb$  person  ^d  m^^.^  ^f  <^Qd  in  his)>  thenl  say  God 
/ban  be  in  ope  particular  |>ei!son,  asbe  wasintbs  body 
pf  Cbrift ;  tberefofe  it  is  said  is  Scripituie,  That  Hkc 
jyiness  ofth^godkead  tkpeK  hdiiy  in  him,  that  is,  Ibe 
es^nce,  subst^npe,  spirit  9Pd  being  of  God  was  com" 
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passed  all  within  that  body  of  Christ,  which  was 
flesh,  blood  and  bone  in  the  state  of  mortality,  and 
so  the  godhead  life  was  made  capable  to  suffer  the 
pains  of  death  ;  therefore  it  is  said  cohcerningChrist*8 
death,  that  he  was  offered  up  through  the.et^mal 
Spirit,  so  that  the  eternal  Spirit  quickening  into  life 
again,  it  raised  that  flesh  and  bone  again,  and  in  the 
raising  again  it  was  made  spiritual,  and  so  became 
capable  to  ascend  above  the  stars,  where  he  now  is 
in  that  same  body  which  he  suffered  death  in ;  so  that 
Christ  cannot  be  in  every  man*s  body,  hot  in  his 
spiritual  person  and  essence,  but  he  may  dwell  in  all 
men's  hearts  by  faith,  though  he  be  not  in^he  world 
at  all ;  if  men  have  but  so  much  feith  as  to  believe 
that  flesh  of  Christ  to  be  the  flesh  of  God,  and  that 
blood  of  his  to  be  the  blood  of  God ;  this  is  to  eat 
his  flesh,  and  drink  his  blood,  and  so  they  shall*  never 
die,  th^t  is,  that  eternal  death  ;  so  that  it  is  not  the 
light  of  Christ  within  a  man  that  will  delivtt  from 
eternal  death,  butfistith  in  the  person  of  Christ  with- 
out a  man.  This  I  know  to  be  truth,  I  being  one  of 
the  two  last  chosen  witnesses  of  the  Spirit,  to  declare 
what  the  form  and  nature  of  the  true  God  is,  the 
form  and  nature  of  the  ri^t  devil ;  the  place  and 
nature  of  hell ;  and  the  nght  heaven ;  the  person 
and  nature  of  aneels ;  the  mortality  of  the  soul ; 
with  many  other  heavenly  mysteries  which  do  arise 
from  the  knowledge  of  these  six  heads,  wfrich  hath 
been  declared  in  our  writings,  which  I  do  sut)][)ose  you 
cannot  be  ignorant  of,  and  you  being  of  that  forin, 
and  others  of  the  Quakers  ;  therefore,  by  virtue  of 
my  conunission,  I  am  moved  to  write  these  lines  Anto 
you,  I  knowing  that  the  Quakers  are  led  and  guided 
by  the  spirit  of  Antichrist,  which  is  nothing  else 
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but  the  devtl  transformed  into  an  angel  of  light ;  but 
that  light  within  them  being  darkness,  it  is  the 
greatjest  darkness  of  all  the  ^even  churches. 
,  And,  though  you  in  that  way  do  seem  to  be  the 
mo^t  pure  in  shew  and  righteousness  of  life,  yet  your 
rightepusness  of  life  is  but  legal,  which,  is  nothing 
else  but  the  righteousness  of  tl^  law,  which  no  flesh 
sjhall  be  Justified  by;  for  that  which  you  call  the 
light  of  Cbrist  within  you,  is  nothing  else  but  the 
light  of  the  moral  law  which  is  written  in  your  seed 
and  nature,  which  is  reason,  which  doth  cause  your 
thoughts  to  accuse  and  excuse,  which  is  no  other  but 
what  tl^e  heathens  had  before  the  law  was  given  to 
Moses  \  but  as  for  the  righteousness  of  faith,  you 
Quakers  are  totally  ignorant  of,  and  so  not  being  jus^ 
tified  by  faith,  you  cannot  have  peace  with  God, 

Therefore  do  not  you  think  that  the  righteousness 
of  lif(?  can  ^ave  you,  for  it  is  but  the  righteousness. of 
the  law ;  and  though  you  ought  not  to  leave  this 
righteousness  of  the  law  undone,  because  it  is  good 
amongst  men,  but  nothing  but  faith  in  the  true  6od, 
and  that  righteousness  that  flows  from  it,  can  justify 
the  mind,  and  give  true  peace  as  to  eternal  happiness, 
which  is  impossible  you  Quakers  should  have,  seeing 
you  deny  the  object  of  faith,  which  is  the  body  and 
flesh  and  bone  of  God, 

I  write  riot  these  lines  unto  you  as  expecting  you 
to  decline  your  principle,  for  you  are  too  deeply  ri- 
veted in  that  lie  to  come  to  truth  ;  yet  because  you 
shall  be  left  without  excuse,  I  have  written  these 
lines  unto  you,  that  you  may  know  there  is  a  true 
prophet  now  in  England,  which  hath  declared  truth 
unto  you,  or  set  life  and  death  before  you ;  but  it  is 
the  nature  of  your  principle  to  chuse  death  rather 
than  life  ;  therefore,  by  virtue,  power  and  authority 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ISO 

« 

of  my  cdiAiilissitfn,  I  do  charge  and  comtiiaiKi  yoii 
(as  I  hare  done  taany  of  the  preachers  of  the  other 
six  churches)  that  yoa  trouid  leave  off  speaking  or 
preaching  of  that  lying  doctrine  which  the  Quakers 
teach^  which  is  to  mind  the  light  within  them^  bdt 
deny  the  body  and  person  of  Christ  without  them; 
neitner  hive  you  any  commission  to  do  as  you  do,  for 
the  light  #ithin  a  man  was  never  a  sufficient  com- 
missiot):  to  make  a  m^tn  H  ministef,  me^scinger^  or 
embassador  of  Christ. 

Theteforift,  if  you  shall  exercise  the  office  6f  a  pubJ 
He  J!)i»eachei*,  or  gath^  the  people  to  meet  at  your 
hduse  upoti  a  religious  account  (for  you  do  but  de« 
cc^e  yourteltes,  and  other  ignorant  and  silly 
peof>Ie;)  therefore,  if  you  shall  do  any  of  these 
things  aforesaid,  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  then, 
for  this  your  disobedience  unto  this  commission  of 
thfe  Holy  Spirit,  I  do  pronounce  you  cursed  and 
damned,  both  in  soul  and  body,  from  the  presence  of 
God,  elect  men  and  angels,  to  eternity. 

Wriiikfi  by 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLEtOl^, 

One  of  thetwo  last  WUnessa  and  Prophets  unio  the  HigH 
ond  Mighty  Godf  the  Man  Christ  Jesmy  in  Glory. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggletorij  to  Goodwife  Wylds^  William  Youngs  and 
Thomas  Martyn  of  Kent y  dated  from  London^  August 
27,  1663. 

I  UNDERSTANDING  that  you  three  are 
fallen  in  your  minds  from  that  true  faith,  and  spiri- 
tual worship,  which  doth  belong  to  this  spiritual 
tommission,  and  so  have  given  up  yourselves  to 
worship  as  the  priests  of  the  nation  do  ;  for  I  under- 
stand  that  you  three  do  all  go  to  churchy  to  save 
yourselves  from  suffering  a  little  damage  in  your  out^ 
ward  estates,  which  you  will  find  contrary  to  your 
expectations.  I  thought  that  you  had  been  very  well 
satisfied  about  that  the  last  time  I  was  with  you  ; 
but  your  faith  was  not  tried  as  it  is  now. 
•  Yet  you,  Goody  Wylds,  had  no  intent  to  go  to 
the  public  worship ;  then,  however,  you  did  pretend 
unto  me  it  was  but  for  the  trial  of  other  believers ; 
but  now  it  doth  appear  otherwise ;  and  Thomas 
Martyn  could  say  urito  you,  that  you  should  lose 
your  peace,  and  be  damned  to  the  grave's  mouth^ 
and  yet  he  himself  should  do  the  same  thing,  there 
being  at  that  time  no  trial  put  upon  him.  Oh ! 
how  strong  is  mens  faith  where  there  is  no  trial  of 
it ;  but  that  faith  which  doth  endure  the  fiery  trial 
to  the  end  shall  receive  the  crown  of  life. 

But  I  perceive  that  you,  because  you  were  blessed 
by  John  Reeve,  think  you  shall  not  be  damned, 
though  you  do  bow  youf  knee  to  Baal,  or  worship 
Baal ;  but  I  would  not  have  you  so  ignorant  as  to 
think,  that  you  can  shew  yourselves  at  church,  to 
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save  your  estates,  and  yet  not  to  worship  a  felse  God. 
Is  not  all  tlie  worship  of  the  nation  set  up  by  man  ? 
and  if  man  commafid  you  to  worship,  or  else  to  pay 
your  money,  if  you  do  obey  to  save  your  money^  do 
you  not  worship  as  the  nation  doth  ?  and  if  the  wor- 
ship of  the  nation  be  true,  then  the  worship  of  God 
in  spirit  and  truth  (which  this  commission  of  the 
Spirit  holds  forth)  must  be  false.  For,  deceive  not 
yourselves,  you  cannot  serve  God  in  spirit  and  truths 
and  give  your  bodies  to  the  worship  erf  the  nation ; 
for  where  the  heart  is,  there  is  the  body  also ;  and 
where  the  body  iS)  there  is  the  heart ;  and  it  can  be 
no  otherwise :  therefore  do  not  blind  your  eyes  a$  to 
think  that  you  may  shew  yourselves  at  church  to  save 
yourselves  from  sufferings,  and  yet  own  this  conuius«> 
sion  of  the  Spirit,  you  ar$  mightily  mistaken  if  you 
think  to  do  so.  But  I  have  learned  experience  by 
by  this  your  fall,  you  Goody  WyWs  and  Thomas 
Martyn,  which  were  the  strongest  in  faith,  revelation, 
and  experience  in  this  commission  of  the  Spirit  ia  all 
that  country,  and  yet  the  least  able  to  suffer  any 
thing  for  it,  notwithstanding  this  commission  of  the 
Spirit  hath  freed  you  from  abundance  of  bondagics 
and  entanglements  which  other  sects  do  undergo  ;  a 
yoak  which  our  fathers,  the  apostles  afld  saints,  did 
undergo  in  their  times.  These  things  this  commission 
of  the  Spirit  hath  freed  the  believers  of  it  from  that 
bondage,  which  all  other  sects  are  under  to  this 
day :  and  yet  now  there  is  a  little  trial,  how 
few  is  there  that  will  hold  out  to  the  end.  And  if 
your  faith  cannot  abide  the  trial  of  losing  a  little 
money  or  imprisonment,  what  would  you  do  if  it 
were  death  itself,  as  all  other  commissior?^  have 
suffered  death  for  their  worshipping  of  God  contrary 
to  the  worship  oT  the  nation  ;  neither  doth  this  tQta4 
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mission  lay  such  a  strict  law  upon  the  believers  of  it, 
as  Christ  did  upon  his  ;  for  except  a  man  would  for- 
sake father  and  mother,  wife  and  children,  house  and 
land,  for  his  sake,  they  were  not  worthy  of  him.  But 
you  will  not  forsake  the  tempation  of  your  husband, 
Bor  the  other  two  the  brawling  of  their  wives,  for  the 
Pith's  sake;  but  you  have  done  much  like  unto 
Abab ;  you  have  sold  yourself  to  work  spiritual  witch- 
craft, through  the  temptation  of  your  husband,  and 
their  wicked  wives. 

For  this  I  say  to  you,  that  temptations  will  come, 
but  happy  are  they  that  are  not  overcome  by  temp- 
tations ;  for  our  Lord  was  tempted  of  the  devil,  but 
not  overcome.  And  so  hath  all  prophets,  apostles, 
and  saints,  been  tempted  by  the  devil  without,  as 
well  as  by  the  devil  reason  within.  But  those  as 
have  overcoujp  the  temptations  of  the  devil  without, 
and  the  devil  within,  they  shall  come  forth  as  gold 
tried  in  the  fire.  But  I  perceive  you  three  have 
been  overcome  by  the  temptation  or  the  devil  with* 
out  and  within  both.  You,  by  the  devil  your  husband 
without  you,  and  the  other  two  by  the  serpents  their 
wives  without  them,  with  some  other  by-ends,  which 
your  reason  the  devil  did  lay  hold  on,  which  have 
overcome  the  seed  of  faith  in  you,  and  hath  carried 
it  captive  into  prison,  and  hath  made  shipwreck  and 
spoil  of  your  feith  ;  neither  do  I  think  that  you  will 
ever  be  delivered  into  that  liberty  and  assurance  of 
eternal  life  as  you  had  before  ;  for  you  have  quenched 
the  spirit  of  truth  and  revelation,  which  did  run  as  a 
river  of  living  water  in  you :  it  will  run  but  little  in 
you  now,  hardly  to  bear  you  up  into  the  assurance  of 
eternal  life ;  for  you  know  not  what  you  have  done 
in  forsaking  the  worship  of  the  living  God,  and  joined 
to  the  worship  of  the  nation.  For  if  their  worship 
«  Q  2 
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be  true^  then  this  worship  we  have    professed    is 
false. 

Again^  did  not  this  commission  of  the  spirit  deliver 
you.  Goody  Wylds,  from  all  our  sins,  which  were 
more  and  greater  than  ordinarily  is  committed  by 
other  people  ;  and  not  only  so^  but  your  faith  in  it, 
and  Thomas  Martyn's,  it  made  you  strong  in  faith, 
revelation,  and  experience,  above  all  in  that  country. 
It  was  a  crown  of  glory  upon  your  heads ;  but  you 
have  pulled  it  off  your  head,  and  trampled  it  under 
your  teet,  by  bowing  your  knee  unto  Baal,  for  you 
were  much  like  unto  Sampson  for  strength. 

!For  ^our  faith  and  revelation  in  this  commission  of 
the  Spirit  did  break  all  the  cords  of  the  Philistine's 
asunder  ;  that  is,  all  the  arguments  and  reasonings, 
which  other  sects  brought  from  the  Scriptures  to 
bind  you  withal ;  but  now  you  are  become  like, 
Sampson,  when  his  hair  was  cut  he  was  like  another 
man,  and  so  had  his  eyes  pulled  out. 

So  it  is  with  you,  you  are  become  now  like  other 
men,  for  your  eye  of  faith  is  pulled  out,  and  your  eye 
of  reason  will  be  pulled  out  shortly  also  ;  so  that  you 
will  be  as  weak  in  the  true  faith  as  other  men,  or  any 
other  experience :  for  the  devil  hath  caught  you  fast 
enough  now,  he  hath  got  you  to  bow  down  to  his » 
worship.  Let  it  be  out  of  hypocrisy,  or  out  of  sin- 
cerity of  heart,  the  devil  matters  not  for  that,,  you 
have  yielded  obedience  unto  him,  and  you  will  :liaye 
much  ado  to  get  out  of  the  snares  of  the  devil  to . 
your  lives  endj,  think  of  it  what  you  will ;  for  it  is  a 
dangerous  thing  to  find  that  grace  might  abound,  be- 
cause you  think  you  shall  not  be  damned  to  eternity 
for  it,  therefore  you  will  do  despite  to  the  spirit  of 
grace,  so  that  you  may  be  set  down,  like  prophane 
Esau,  who  sold  his  birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage. 
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What  have  you  done  less  than  he,  who  have  valued 
the  fears  of  the  Ic^  of  some  of  the  goods  of  this 
world  more  than  a  good  consoience,  and  faith  to- 
wards God|  which  gives  the  assurance  of  eternal  life, 
which  I  am  certain  you  will  lose  the  sense  of  ?  Neither 
will  your  mess  of  pottage  be  any  bigger  for  what 
you  have  done,  but  rather  the  less ;  for  it  must  be  as 
Christ  said  in  another  case,  he  that  is  mlling  to  lose 
Us  life  shall  save  it;  so,  on  the  contrary,  you  that  are 
williDg  to  save  your  mess  of  pottage,  you  shall  lose  it. 
For  I  say,  it  is  hard  for  the  devil  to  get  a  mess  of 
pottage  in  this  world  as  it  is  for  the  saint,  let  them 
bow  down  e*er  so  much ;  for  you  will  see,  in  a  short 
time,  what  profit  it  will  be  unto  you  in  jJbis  world. 
I^either  will  you  eat  your  mess  of  pottage  with  that 
peace  of  mind  as  you  had  before ;  for  this  art  of 
yours,  it  will  be  as  gall  and  wormwood  in  your  pot- 
tage ;  it  will  be  worse  than  playing  at  cards,  and  be- 
ing drunk,  or  all  the  sins  that  you  conunitted  in  the 
days  of  your  ignorance.  For  God  was  always  more 
angry  at  Israel's  worshipping  a  fiaJse  God,  than  any 
other  sin  whatsoever  ;  because  other  sins  were  infir- 
mities of  nature,  which  nature  cannot  avoid,  it  beingf 
naturally  prone  unto  itw  But  this  bowing  down  to 
worship,  that  which  you  know  to  be  false,  neither  do 
you  dp  it  because  you  own  it  to  be  truth,  but  only 
through  slavish '  fear  of  sujBTering  some  loss  in  this 
world ;  which  thing  is  worse  seven  times  than  if  you 
had  owned*it  to  be  the  true  worship  of  God,  as  other 
people  do. 

Therefore  do  not  deceive  yourselves,  and  count  it 
your  liberty,  as  if  you  had  more  liberty  in  point  of 
worship,  by  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  tnan  the 
rest  of  the  believers  have ;  for  some  of  the  believers  of 
this  commission  have  suffered  more  in  their  outward 
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estates  than  ever  yon  would  have  doof ,  yet  they  have 
thought  themselves  happy  in  that  they  kept  their 
hearts  pure  and  undefiled  from  that  spiritual  whore- 
dom to  worship  a  &lse  God,  or  bow  to  the  fistlse  wor- 
ship, contrary  to  the  faith  they  have  in  this  commis* 
sion  of  the  Spirit :  for  if  all  the  believers  of  this  com- 
mission of  the  Spirit  should  do  as  you  have  done,  it 
would  be  but  a  vain  thing  for  them  to  dispute  or 
plead  for  the  doctrine  of  the  true  God,  and  the  right 
devil,  with  many  other  heavenly  mysteries,  which 
no  other  forms  of  worship  do  know.     And  as  you 
have  been  instruments  to  publish  and  make  known 
this  doctrine,  which  thing  was  a  crown  of  honour 
upon  your  heads,  but  now  you  have  done  the  greatest 
dishonour  to  this  connnission  of  the  Spirit  that  could 
be  done ;  so  that  your  glory  will  be  your  shame. 
For  it  will  be  but  a  vain  thing  for  you  to  prbfess  any 
faith  in  this  commission  of  the  Spirit  any  more  ;    for 
I  shall  never  own  you  as  I  did  before;   neither  can  I 
have  that  love  and  affection  for  truth's  sake,  as  I  had 
before  ;  neither  do  I  care  for  ever  seeing  you  anv 
more.    Yet  I  shall  bear  the  shame  of  it,  and  though 
you  should  all  of  you  fall,  so  that  I  should  be  left 
alone^  as  Elijah  was,  yet  my  faith  shall  bear  me  up. 

And  if  you  find  the  same  peace  at  you  did  wben 
you  lived  intheobedience  of  faith  of  this  commisaon 
of  the  Spirit,  th^n  bath  God  revealed  no  truth  unto 
me. 

I  shall  say  no  more,  but  leave  you  to  the  worship 
of  the  nation,  and  as  ^Uen  from  the  true  fs^th  in  the 
ti'ue  God. 

lODOWICKE  MUGGLETON, 

Om  of  the  two  kitt  Prophet^  wOotheimsGod 
London^  Augmt  90,  166S. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton,  to  Chrittopher  Hill,  Sept.  23, 1663. 

Losing  Fiiiaid^  Ckrisiophir  Hill, 

^  I  RECEIVED  youTB,  with  the  letter  inclosed, 
therein  I  perceive  tmt  your  family  is  afflicted  with 
the  small-tpox.  K I  should  say  I  am  sorry,  for  it,  it 
would  not  ease  you  e'er  the  more ;  for  these  tbings^are 
natuml  to  all,  and  £dls  all  alike  toalL  Sothat  tinw 
puts  an  end  to  all  diseases,  and  to  life  itself.  So  that 
death  and  life  is  always  at  strife  onie  with  the  other^ 
and  so  it  will  be  as  long  as  the  world  doth  endure. 
But  when;  time  shall  be  swallowed  up  into  eternity, 
then  shall  there  be  no  more  death  to  the  seed  of  iaiili^ 
nor  no  more  life  to  the  seed  of  reason  ;  for  deatii  shall 
swallow  up  the  seed  of  reason's  life  and  heaven  into 
that  eternal  death.  So  on  the  contrary,  the  seed  of 
faith's  life  shall  swallow  up  that  death  and  hell  into 
eternal  life.  For  great  is  the  power  of  faith  and  the 
power  of  reason.  The  one  goes  into  the  power  of 
death  and  drunkenness,  and  the  other  jiito  the  power 
of  life  and  light  eternal* 

It  is  well,  and  I  am  ^ad  that  you  are  so  stedfast  in 
your  faith,  notwitlistanding  the  lastprodamation.  I 
wish  you  may  hold  out  to  the  end,  and  not  do  as  others 
have  done,  to  put  your  band  to  the  plough,  and  look 
back ;  that  is,  to  worship  God  in  spirit  and  truth, 
according  to  the  feith  of  this  commission  of  the  Spirit, 
and  then  to  turn  back  to  the  worship  of  the  nation, 
either  to  gain  or  save  a  suit  of  apparel,  which  is  but 
a  mess  of  pottage.  And  as  for  you,  mother  Wyld,  if 
that  were  her  excuse,  as  yott  toive  written,  for  her 
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going  to  church  to  try  their  spirits,  and  finding  the 
priest  to  be  a  devil,  and  therefore  she  would  not  hear 
him  any  more  ;  it  is  but  a  poor  excuse,  not  so  good 
as  Adam's  fig-leaves  were  to  cover  his  nakedness* 

Now  I  cannot  tell  whose  spirits  she  went  to  try, 
whether  the  saint's  spirits,  or  the  devil's  spirits ;  but 
let  it  be  which  she  will,  she  went  the  wrong  way  to 
try  spirits :  For  if  she  went  to  try  the  devil's  spirits, 
it  was  that  which  they  did  desire ;  so  that  the  devil 
Jtried  her  spirit  to  make  her  fell  down  and  worship 
him,  even  as  he  did  unto  Christ ;  so  that  Christ  did 
not  try  the .  devil,  but  the  devil  tried  him.  And  if 
Christ  had  3delded  tq  the  devil's  temptation,  as  she 
hath  done,  what  would  have  become  of  us  aU,  his 
own  hith  and  power,  and  the  faith  of  the  elect? 
.There  would  have  been  havock  and  shipwreck  made 
of  it,  and  the  devil  would  have  been  more  than  a 
jconqueror,  as  he  hath  been  in  tliose  three.  And  if 
she  did  it  to  try  the  spirits  of  the  weak  saints,  that 
was  as  much  as  to  tempt  the  spirit  of  truth.  For  when 
the  apostle  bad  the  believers  in  his  time  try  the  spirits, 
whether  they  were  of  God,  or  no,  it  was  not  that  they 
should  turn  back  again  to  the  worship  of  the  law,  for 
to  encourage  the  devils,  that  their  worship  is  right; 
and  to  weaken  the  &ith  of  the  saints.  This  is  not  the 
right  way  of  tiying  of  spirits :  they  had  better  have 
set  their  own  faith  to  have  been  tried  by  the  devil's, 
like  gold  in  the  fire.  I  am  sure  it  would  have  yielded 
them  mor^  peace  here,  and  more  glory  hereafter,  and 
as  good  a  livelihood  in  this  world  as  they  will  now 
have.  ^ 

And  as  tor  her  knowing  the  priest  to  be  a  devil,  she 
knew  that  many  years  before  she  came  to  own  this 
commission .  She  need  not  to  have  gone  to  church,  to 
have  known  that ;  for  she  knew  all  the  priests  of  the 
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ti^iidiiy  aad  of  a\\  sorts^  were  ialse,  and  not  sent  of 
God.  And  as  for  her  peace  and  satisfaction,  I  shall 
let  that  alone :  Yet  this  I  am  sure  of,  if  faith  hath 
hot  its  perfect  work  in  the  soul,  there  cannot  be  that 
jpetfect  peace-  Neither  did  •  I  slight  her  faithfulness 
to  this  commission,  but  did  honour  her  upon  that 
account  more  than  all  in  that  country ;  which  the  fall 
of  her  hath  done  more  mischief  to  the  commission  of 
tl^a^Sjpirit,  than  all  the  rest  besides :  for  if  she  and 
th^y  tad  not  been  declared  blessed  by  John  Reeve,  I 
should  not  have  mattered  it  so  much  ;  for  I  always 
had  a  great  FBspect  to  those  which  John  Reeve  did 
bless,  in  case  I  did  approve  of  them.  And  it  was  well 
.that  CWton  was  not  declared  blessed,  either  by  John 
Reeve,  or  myself ;  if  he  had,  I  should  nothave  excom- 
municated him  for  ever,  as  he  now  is.  But  I  see 
what  a  confusion  there  wift  be  with  the  believers  of 
this  commission  when  I  am  dead :  For  almost  all 
those  that  disadhere  unto  John  Reeve,  are  sotne 
dead,  and  many  of  the  rest  fallen  away  from  that 
«tfedf?istnress  of  faith ;  but  blessed  and  happy  are  they 
who  hold  out  tp  the  end.  She  might  have  said  to 
bear  it  With  patience,  had  she  given  no  cause  :  For 
I  do  never  use  to  write  so  sharply  without  a  cause  ; 
for  1  was  always  naturally  inclined  to  moderation^ 
patience,  and  long-suffering  with  such  weaknesses  in 
Ithe  saints,  iwbich  I  know  John  Reeve  woifld  never 
hav6  done  nor  borne. 

J  '  But  in,  podnts  of  worship,  God  himself,,  and  all  pro- 
jiiietS^atid  apostles,'  were  an^ry  at ;  for  that  is  astb6 
abipiaof  God's  eye  :  and  all  the  c 
Whcile  world,  persecution,  Jkilling 
iib^ut'  worship,  from  Cain  and  Abel 
of  the' world,  even  to  this  day,  and 
world,  and  so  forth. 
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Mn  Burton  would  have  Goodman  Miles  to  coine 
up  and  take  some  order  about  his  cyder ;  for  he  hath 
let  hi^  house  to  another,  and  that  man.  doth  want  the 
room;  so  that  he  will  not  let  it  stand  there, ;  He 
takes  possession  of  it  next  Tuesday,  therefore  let  him 
x^ome  as  suddenly  as  possibly  he  can. 

So  resteth  your  friend  in  the  true  faith, 

UODOWICKE  MUGGLETO^. 


A  C(ypy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodtmicki 
,    Mtiggteton^  to  Mrs.  Dorothy  Carter j  of  Chesterfield, 
bearmg  date  November  14,  1663. 

Dtar  and  lotigfg  Friend  in  the  true  faith,  Dorothy  Carter^    . 

I  DID  understand  l>y  your  last  letter^  bearing 
date  October  1,  1663,  that  Uie  next  week  but  ^  one 
after  that,  I  should  hear  from  William  Newpome; 
l)ut  I  have  not  heard  from  him  npt  yet ;  .but  I  beliieve 
some  occasion  or  other  is  the  cause  that  doth  hinder 
It. 

.  Also  I  perceive  by  your  letter  that  you  would  wil- 
lingljr  have  those  letters  of  mine  to  the  Quakers  put 
in  print,  which  in  my  last  letter  to  you  I  was  wilung 
to  have  let  them  alone  for  a  time ;  for  I  had  not  read 
over  his  printed  pan^phlet  when  I  sent  you  that  ^Iptter ; 
but  since  I  have  read  it  over,  and  have  shewed;  it  to 
souae  other  friends  in  the  faith,  and  they  are  very 
desirous  that  I  would  write  an  answer  to  that  printed 
pamplilet  of  Richard  Farnsworth^  andjpiit  it  m  print 
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with  the  other  letters  of  the   Quakers,   with  my 
answers  unto  them. 

It  would  be  the  greatest  discovery  of  the  deceit  of 
the  Quaker's  doctrine  of  any  thing  that  hath  been  yet 
written ;  so  I  know  it  well.  I  had  thoughts  when 
the  Iirterpretation  of  the  Eleventh  Chapter  of  the 
Revelations  was  printed,  not  to  have  printed  no  more ; 
but  seeing  truth  cannot  be  so  public  and  made  known 
t9>  the  world  without  printing,  because  every  one 
cannot  read  writing;  besides,  it  is  too  tedious  toy 
write  much ;  8o>,  for  the  desires  of  others,  and  that 
truth  may  be  made  more  known  in  the  world,  and 
that  the  Quakers  may  not  tyrannize  in  their  way,  as 
if  they  had  printed  such  a  thing  as  could  not  be 
answered;  in  consideration  of  these  things  I  have 
written  an.  answer  to  this  printed  pamphlet^  and  I 
have  spoken  with  the  printer  about  it,  and  wearie 
ahnost  agreed  concerning  it.  I  do  intfend  to  have 
that  letter  of  mine  lo  Edward  Bourne  printed ;  for 
that  was  the  first  which  did  anger  them.  Also  I  will 
have  Samuel  Hooton  and  Wiluam  Smith,  their  first 
letter  to  me,  and  my  answer  to  them,  and  Richard 
Famsworth's  first  letter  to  me,  and  my  answer  to  ity 
ah'd  my  answer  to  this  printed  pamphlet ;  all  these  I 
do  intend  to  put  in  print:  therefore,  what  you  shall 
be  wilKng  and  free,  and  our  friend  Mr.  Sudbury,  and 
if  there  be  any  other  there  that  is  able,  what  they  are 
free,  they  may  contribute  towards  the .  printing,  o£ 
them,  arid  I  will  send  you  some  of  them  down,  as  soon^ 
as  they  are  printed,  which  I  suppose  will  be  about  al 
^rtnight  or  three  weeks  hence ;  for  the  printer  dotK 
fS^ji  if  he  doth  not  do  them  in  that  time  he  will  not 
do  them  at  all. 

So  in  haste  I  rest  at  this  time,  only  my  dear  love  to 
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yourself^  and  to  your  daughter,  and  Betty  Smith,  and 
all  the  rest  of  our  friends  in  the  faith. 

.  Your  fitiend  in  the  true  fiedth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

*     London^  Ncvemker  14, 1663. 

My  wife  desires  to  be  remembered  to  you  all, 
though  unknown. 
,  Let  me  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  you  can. 


Jt  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Fropfiet  Lpdowky 
Muggleton^  to  Mrs.  Dorothy  Carter^  bearing  date  the. 
9/Jth  ofUfaoemhtr,  l663,  asfoUoweth.  '    f    '  t 

Dear  and  laving  friend  in  the  truffaUh  of  Jesus j  Doroihjf  Carter^ 

3  your  letter  and  the  twenty  shil-* 

Aland's  man.    I  am  very  ^ad  to. 

dll  well ;  and  also  do  und^rstai^ 

t  the  mayor  of  Chelsterfield  l^th 

ust  mak^einy  personal  appeariiJM:^^ 

hich  1  do  intend  to  do,,;tbat  ^i)ff 

I  Know  nothing  fo  tke.contraqrr 

ked  ccMinsel  about  it^  and  they  «^lt 

jput,  in  bailin  the  opeiij  cotixt^  J^ 

iiannot  remove  it;  so  that  I  must  be  forced  to  see  yoia 

Again ;  but  do  not  you  be  troubled  about  it^  /fop.  |i^I 

had  ten  thousand  damned  devils^  beforqme,j(  ^tifliila 
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not  be  afraid ;  neitber  can  they  do  any  great  mf  ttersi 
agaibst  me,  not  according  as  the  laws  of  England  stand 
at  this  time ;  so  that  the  envy  of  the  devils  cannot  go 
beyond  their  own  law,  only  it  will  be  some  charge  and, 
trouble  to  come  so  for ;  but  as  to  what  they  cando  .by 
tiieir  law,  I  danot  much  value  what  they  can  do  ,  for  J^ 
shall  justify  most  part  of  their  charge  which  they  hiatye. 
against  me;  and  the  more  I  suffer  for  it,  the  more^ 
Hotter  will  the  fire  of  hell  burn  in  those  that  ,af  e^  iny 
enemies.  *  ;  ;•   / 

And  as  for  Mr-  Pender  and  others  being  bound 
over  to  come  in  against  me  by  the  mayor,  I  say  it  is 
more  than  the  mayor  can  do,  except  th^  m^tyQ^  4o 
take  the  business  upon  himself  to  prosecute  and  per- 
aecude  me,  which  doth  notx^onoern  hiBki  for^hi  did 
what  was  bis  place  to^  do^.  and  thai:  was/ to  ebmtnit  mti 
tt>(piiion^  that  Mm  as  much  dd  -ooQcemedv  hiaiihirjbisi 
place ;;  neither  ira^  he  bounds  noh^  ijo  other  vbanvto'^ 
iritoess  mf  .wx>rds  against  md,  not  upon. any  penalty^; 
if  I  had  been  ttied  then,  much  less  now;  .but  if  t&e> 
maybr  and  others  their  inalice  be  £»  great  tbwiinds  iad^ ) 
tW^  tfainkiB^  to  ibake  great  mattters  of  tiiyrwprdg^ 
vbidiltkeyiurged  out  of  me,  which  I  ^hall  justify  iti> 
HKtiCtbeBJcbufii ib .thar internal  shame,. let!  theirilKitiie^ 
lJc^iwttai;itQafn:be!t»'mi,vl  shall  be  unufe:  td)fe  tax 
bectriCL .  Audi  iif'tbejTi  caxDbear  tbrin  eternal  tdrmenb 
as  well,  it  wiU.be  wc^  fbr'tiien»(.;buiif  there  be  naq/t) 
w^.tUall  baoi  pUeveirt  inyicaBdn^tb^re;)ai!idifreBtiii^ 
baiA,  irwdll;  jfiidt}(I>wiU49od>e9ibalvyoflr^ 
fimthef  befoife.  tttat  iimfe^  £  lodi  tbOiig^!)to^ 
vnittni  alfniR  Ixier.  te:  .Mr.  Pender,  tb  bbm  sh^edi 
Uim.  tUett  it  iivvlas.;mdtt  thiahithis^)  irayoiriobuki  dt)^'1kif 
bind  him  or  any  other  :ta!wil)nesiladaifci8trmev  therei 

theniaka!K.tU^do]}iikb  butiffibbeiiiatjrvrandiiin^ 
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have  bound  themselves  through  their  malice  to  pro- 
secute the  business,  all  that  the^  can  do,  is  tpsu-* 
poena  you  in  for  a  witness  ;  and  if  you  do  not  go,  what 
penalty  can  be  inflicted  upon  you  for  it  >  None  at 
all ;  but  some  through  ignorance  and  fear,  ancT  others 
through  malice  and  envy,  both  mixed  together,  will 
do  what  mischief  they  can  to  me ;  but  I  shall  be  able 
to  bear  it  all ;  so  that  I  shall  not  persuade  Mn  Pender, 
nor  no  other,  against  what  their  ignorance  and  fear 
will  lead  them  unto ;  but  I  being  in  haste  at  this  time, 
shall  say  no  more  in  that  busine«s» 

DearFriendy 

I  have  here  sent  yon  Charles  Cleve*s  letter  tinta 
Richard  Farnsworth ;  I  would  d^ire  you  <a  convey 
it  to  him  some  way  or  other.  I  would  have  you  r^d 
it  over  before.  I  do  think  it  will  be  too  tedious  to* 
take  a  copy  of  it ;.  yet  I  have  done  it  here,  because  of 
others  seemg  of  it  to  lend  it  about.  I  think  the  book- 
of  the  Quaker's  Letters  and  mine  will  be  out  the  next 
week,  and  the  next  week  after  I  shall  :send  you  some 
of  them ;  for  I  must  go  into  Keiit  a  week  before 
Christmas,  because  the.  parish  doth  intend  to  oboose* 
me  constable  this  year,  sol  slmll  preventitbem  ifl 
can.  I  go  to  my  wife's  mother,  iMittiftieri^e  twelve 
days  are  over  I  do  intend  to  come  againJi .'  1:  e- 

Our  friend  Mr.  Hatter  is  very  w^;  arsd  H6tb>give 
us  good  hopes  of  a  good  success  of  his  fousitiass^  out 
when  he  doth  intend  to  come  to  Lotidbn  heinaketh  no 
mention  in  his  letter.  He  waits  -  as  he  saithu  foit  his 
wife  to  be  delivered  of  child-birth,  and  if  the  do  well 
it  will  be  much  better  for  him.   : 

Our  friend  Mn  Hudson  <loth  intend  to.  come  io 
Londoi^  about  Candlemas  day^  and  he  says  he  i  will 


Digitized  by 


Google 


135 

come  by  Chesterfield,  to  see  you,  and  through  Not- 
tingham, to  see  Ellen  Sudbury. 

And  as  for  that  priest,  whose  heart  is  set  on  the  fire 
of  hefl,  that  fain  would  have  me  hanged  or  burned, 
the  same  measure  shall  be  meted  unto  him  which  he 
ivould  have  done  unto  me,  and  that  I  shall  let  him 
know ;  but  at  present  I  have  no  time  to  write  the  sen- 
tence unto  him,  nor  to  those  other  two  you  mention 
in  your  letter ;  but  if  I  can  when  I  send  the  books, 
I  will. 

So  I  shall  say  no  more,  but  rest 

Your  loving  friend  in  the  true  faith, 
LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

My  love  remembered  to  your  daughter  and  Betty 
Smith,  and  all  the  rest  of  our  friends  in  the  faith. 
My  wife  desires  to  be  remembered  unto  you  ill. 


^S^Py  of  a  Letter  written  by  tne  Prophet  L^ 
.         Muggleton^  Lpndotij  December, )i3j\l663.        ;  ; 

Loving  Friendj  Mr. , Sudbury,  [/'"'. 

11  tter,  with  your  wife's  in- 
closed,,  ir  you  are  all  well,  and  of 
ybiir  fai  a^  of  the  Spirit.  \  I  wish 
^ou  ma  te  in  it,  until  yoili1>e  as 
str6ifig  1  ipson  yr^'  itf  his  body. 
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"even  to  destroy  aihoiisaqd  Pjiili^tmes,  with  the  jaw 
bqne^of  an  ass;  so  the  power  of  faith  in  the  true  God 
ViU  ^^stto/  at  thousand  pf  the  seed  of  the  serpent, 
iir^  .Ifhe^^ord  of  tl]fw  so  it  doth  every 

WKere;  ;wbe^^    men  and    women    are    thoroughly 
^gfdiiiided  m  it ;  it  'hath  greajeflfedt  upon  the  seed  of 
the  serpent,  all  wellas  my  fiithhath.^  .,         ;^ 
"    Thj[s  I' k^oV  \>y  e^perichcer;  by  several ,  btdliever? 
^ftMsc6iiatoissi6nof  the  Spirit;  ;    . 

I  also  received  five  shillings  of  the  carrier,  *  v^'  ' 
Also  I  find  in  your  letter,  that  William  Wkfson 
would  ^willingly  h^ye.me  copae  to  Derby^  to  be  tried ; 
and  I  plWcetve',  rathfer  than  I  should  not  come,  he 
would Jbt^c^y^c^ges*  ,  X  do.  gjjp  hy  this  how  free 
the'  dtev^risito  Yne,1beciuse  he  doththiiik  there  is  some 
evil  intended  against  me,  ther^oje  be  wpuld  wil- 
lingly be  at  the  charge,  that  it  might  be  put  in  exe- 
pu^iif;  fo^  this  I  know,  that  if  there  was. any  good 
mteii^d' towards  me  there>  then  he  would  be  as  for* 
war(^io  give  na^ohey  for  me  to  stay  away:  but>!how- 
ver,  if  I  could  not  bear  my  own  charges,  nor  if  I  had 
no  friends  in  this  world  to  do  it,  yet  I  would  take  no 
mercy  of  him,  nor  any  other  that  is  under  th^  sen- 
tence of  this  conmiission  ;  I  never  did  it  to  my  know- 
ledgpA n(^^r  ipinQ^  .I.caa^e  forth  upon  this  account 
when  as.j[  had  iew^  friends  than  II  have  niajv ;  for  I 
\  have  rrfused'oith  work  and^lnoriey,  many  times,  of 
those  that  have  been  danmed  by  me,  which  they  wo^\d 
have  thought  themselves  the  more  happy  if  I  woilld 

[  would  BQt:  Jbtut  I  see^^  what 
J  in  at,  apd'^l:  is  vary  like  thf^t 

^  that  thin^,  and  yet»)«;'€^ep  nis 

.  iiQthii^to^the  contr^iy  yet^ 

nci  see  yQu.;before  I  go  Jo 
they  can  do  nothing  to  me 
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when  I  do  come  there,  not  according  as  the  laws  of 
England  stand  at  this  time ;  except  ignorance  of  the 
law,  and  envy  together,  doth  that  which  is  contrary 
to  the  law  ;  but  if  it  dot,  I  shall  bear  it :  but  I  shall 
inform  you  further  of  this  before  that  time. 

You  say  in  your  letter  that  there  is  one  there  that 
hath  a  mind  to  all  my  books^  and  if  you  mean  all  our 
books  bound  together,  thep  I  cannot  help  him  to 
them,  for  there  is  none  of  the  commission  books  left, 
not  one,  if  I  would  give  five  shillings  for  that  alone, 
that  being  the  ground  and  beginning  of  all ;  but  as 
for  the  Interpretation,  I  have  sent  you  one,  the  price 
is  two  shillings.  Also  I  have  sent  ten  of  those  newly 
printed,  and  the  price  is  twelve-pence  a  piece,  they 
being  very  chargeable  the  printing,  and  much  ado  to 
get  them  at  any  rate;  neither  would  I  have  you  to 
lend  them  to  Quakers  or  others,  but  if  they  will  buy 
them,  let  them  have  them,  and  if  they  do  not  like 
them,  when  they  have  read  them,  let  them  burn  them; 
or  do  what  they  will  with  them  ;  for  I  have  found  by 
experience,  a  great  deal  of  inconvenience  in  lending 
books,  for  when  people  see  them  for  nothing,  they 
like  them  the  worse,  but  when  they  have  paid  for  it, 
they  will  take  more  notice  what  they  read ;  neither 
will  those  books  of  the  Quakers  be  long  before  they 
be  all  gone,  for  most  people  do  desire  to  see  what 
these  things  mean,  they  having  a  good  opinion  of  the 
Quakers,  and  the  price  bein^  small,  there  is  few  will 
grudge  to  give  a  shilling  for  it ;  it  contains  ten  sheets 
of  paper,  but  if  that  man  aforesaid  hath  a  desire  of  all 
our  works,  I  do  think  that  William  Newcomb,  of 
Derby,  bookseller,  ciui  help  you  to  one,  for  he  had 
three  of  me,  and  I  hear  he  bath  not  sold  them  yeU  If 
yon  send  to  Dorothy  Carter  you  may  know  further  of 
it,  for  he  is  there  every  Saturday. 
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In  your  wife's  letter  I  understand  that  Mr.  Tomkin^ 
son  doth  desure  an  answer  to  his  letter. 

But  there  being  such  a  many  particulars,  to  answer 
whichy  if  they  were  answered  fully,  it  would  make  a 
great  volume ;  and  if  it  should  be  answered  ever  so 
ijhort,  it  would  be  very  large,  neither  have  I  any  time 
to  do  it,  neither  do  I  know  when  I  shall :  and  for  me 
to  take  such  a  deal  of  pains  to  please  the  unsatisfied 
fyiTtcy  of  one  particular  man,  it  would  be  but  a  vain 
thing ;  for  there  is  enough  written,  if  understood  and 
•believed,  to  satisfy  the  mind  of  any  man  or  womsui  in 
the  worid ;  for  if  those  things  were  answered  upon  bis 
desire,  in  a  month's  time  there  would  be  as  many 
more  places  of  Scripture,  as  needful  to  answer,  as 
those  he  hath  propounded ;  so  that  there  is  no  end  of 
answering  questions,  neither  will  the  reason  of  man 
ever  be  satisfied ;  for  if  there  be  not  a  growth  in  fkitb, 
upon  these  two  foundations,  viz.  the  true  God  and 
the  right  devil,  there  can  be  no  true  peace.  But  it  is 
much  upon  my  mind  of  late,  for  the  good  of  the  seed 
of  faith  in  general,  that  if  I  do  but  live  a  few  years 
longer,  and  have  my  liberty  to  interpret  the  chief 
principal  heads  of  the  whole  Book  of  the  Revelations 
of  St.  John,  for  the  eleventh  chapter  being  opened 
already,  it  will  the  more  easily  open  all  that  rich  ca- 
binet, where  the  seed  of  £aith  may  see  the  glonoi» 
treasure  of  heaven  ;  but  my  baste  is  great  at  prMdftt, 
therefore  I  shall  say  no  more  in  this  thing,  but  if  you 
please  you  may  send  me  William  Smitfa's  l^er,  aad 
your  answer,  when  you  send  to  me  again. 

And  as  for  Mr.  Hatter  he  is  very  well,  and  his  bu-^ 
siness  is  like  to  do  pretty  well ;  I  have  scwt  to  bim 
this  day  some  of  fiiose  books  i^ich  I  kaiow  will  be 
welcome  to  him,  because  he  doth  not  kaom  tfaM^  tk^j 
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were  printed.    Our  friend  Mr.  Hudson^  I  think,  will 
be  with  you  about  Candlemas. 

So  in  haste  I  rest,  having  much  business  tado,  and 
being  alone,  for  my  wife  is  at  her  mother's,  and  xny 
two  daughters  are  from  me;  the  one  is  married,  the 
other  is  m  Cambridgeshire,  and  the  latter  end  of  this 
week  I  do  go  into  Kent ;  I  do  intend  to  be  at  home 
again  at  the  twelve  holidays  end.  So  with  my  love 
to  yourself,  and  to  your  loving  wife,  with  my  love  to 
your  maid,  though  1  never  had  any  discourse  with  her, 
oeither  do  I  weU  know  her  if  I  should  see  her  again; 
yet  this  I  say,  I  do  look  upon  that  maid  to  be  one  of 
the  seed  of  faith,  and  that  it  will  grow  in  her. 

Your  Friend  in  the  true  Faith, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

London^  December  IS,  16^. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  hy  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton^  to  one  Bice  Jones,  at  his  House  in  Not-- 
tingham,  without  any  Date  or  Place  it  came  from,  as 
foUows^; 

Rke  Jonet^ 

ABOUT  a  twelve-month  since  it  was  I  saw  you, 
s^id  then  I  had  soiae  little  discourse  with  you ;  in 
wiuch  discourse  I  did  understand  what  principle  of 
rel^ioa  you  are  of,  whicb  principle  of  God  is  founded 

S  2   . 
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iipon  Jacob  Bemond'swriting^»  which  is  to  beliere 
that  God  is  an  infinite  Spirit  without  a  body ;  also 
Jacob  'Bemond's  angels  which  he  speaketh  so  much 
of  have  no  bodies,  neither  doth  he  describe  the  form 
and  nature  of  them,  neither  could  he  tell  what  tlie 
right  devil  is,  nor  the  true  heaven,  nor  the  right  hell, 
nor  the  mortality  of  tiie  soul,  no,  not  any  of  these 
things  did  he  truly  know  ;  neither  are  his  writings 
any  more  divine  or  heavenly  than  the  Heathen  phi- 
losophers ;  for  they  are  no  other  but  philosophy, 
which  proceedeth  from  the  wisdom  or  seed  of  reason, 
and  not  from  the  seed  and  nature  of  faith,  which  the 
Scriptures  were  spoken  and  written  by  ;  neither  can 
any  man  know  these  six  heads  before  mentioned, 
without  an  infallible  Spirit  so  to  do ;  neither  can  any 
man  interpret  Scripture  truly,  and  be  ignorant  of 
thoiBb  six  p]^inciples  aforesaid  ;  that  is,  to  know  what 
the  form  and  nature  of  the  true  God  was  before  hb 
became  flesh,  and  what  he  is  no\i^. 

Secondly,  What  the  form  and  nature  of  the  right 
devil  was  before  he  became  flesh,  and  what  be  is 
iiow. 

Thirdly,  Where  the  place,  or  heaven  of  glory  is; 

Fourthly,  Where  the  place  of  hell  and  shame  is. 

Fifthly,  What  the  persons  and  natures  of  angels 
dte. 

And,  sixthly.  To  understand  the  mortality  of  the 
soul. 

Upon  jthese  six  heads  sfandeth  all  those  heavenly 
secrets  and  mysteries  spoken  of  in  the  Scripture, 
they  being  hinted  at  by  the  prophets  and  apostles, 
but  were  hot  so  clearly  made  known  unto  the  soul  of 
man,  as  they  are  now  by  this  commission  of  the  Spirit; 
there  being  never  a  true  interpreter  of  the  Scriptures 
iti  the  world  at  this  day,  but  us  two,  the  witpesses  at 
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the  Spirit ;  for  God  hath  given  the  Scriptures  into 
our  hands,  so  that  none  ought  to  officiate  the  office 
of  a  minister  or  messenger  of  Christy  but  such  as  are 
approved  of  by  me- 

These  things  being  so,  I  thought  good  to  write 
these  lines  unto  you,  and  by  virtue  and  authority  of 
my-eommission  to  forewarn  you,  and  forbid  you  to 
exerciie  the  office  of  a  speaker  among  that  society  of 
the  Bemonists  or  Quakers,  nor  any  other  sects ;  for 
there  is  very  little  difference  betwixt  the  Bemonists 
and  the  Quakers,  only  the  Quakers  are  a  little  more 
precise  in  their  outward  lives,  but  for  your  doctrine 
and  theirs  it  is  all  one ;  for  your  (jod  and  theirs  is  all 
the  same ;  so  that  you  being  ignorant  of  the  true  God 
and  the  right  devil,  and  so  df  all  other  heavenly  and 
saving  truths  which  do  arise  from  these  two  heads ; 
neither  have  you  any  commission  to  exercise  the  office 
of  a  speaker  in  spiritual  things  ;  fortius  I  would  have 
you  to  know,  that  it  is  not  the  wisdom  of  reason  upon 
the  letter  of  the  Scriptures^  neither  revelation,  which 
you  call  the  spirit  within  you,  nor,  as  the  Quakers 
sdy,  the  light  of  Christ  within  them.  I  say,  none  of 
these  things  are  sufficient  to  authorize  you  to  be  a 
preacher  or  speaker  unto  the  people. 

Therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  of  my  com- 
mission, I  shall  do  by  you  as  I  have  done  by  many 
public  speakers  of  the  nation  (that  because  tney  had 
iieither  the  knowledge  of  those  things  before  ex- 
pressed, nor  commission  from  God)  to  lay  down 
their  preaching,  and  upon  the  pain  of  their  eternal 
damnation ;  so  likewise  I  do  say  unto  you,  being  a 
private  speaker  amongst  the  Bemonists  and  Quakers, 
tibat  ^  if  you  shall  exercise  yourself  in  the  way*  of  a 
public  speaker  in  the  society  of  those  people  called 
Bemonists  and  Quakers,  (for  you  having  not  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


us 

knowledge  of  the  true  God  nor  the  right  devil,  nor  a 
commission  from  God,  you  do  but  deceive  yourselves 

and  others) 

Therefore,  if  you  shall  not  lay  down  that  practice 
which  you  formerly  used,  but  deny  this  commission 
of  the  Spirit,  but  practice  the  same  still,  after  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  letter,  then  I  do  pronounce  you.  Rice 
Jones,  cursed  and  damned,  botli  in  soul  and  body, 
from  the  presence  of  God,  elect  men  and  angels,  to 
eternity. 

Wrkten  by 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON, 

One  of  the  last  Two  WUneaea  and  PnpheU^  vnto  the 
High  and  Mighty  God^  the  Mm  Chritt  Jestu  in 
Ghry. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodamcke 
Muggleton,  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Carter,  of  Chesterfield^ 
dated  April  19,  1664. 

Dear  Friend  in  the  eternal  truth  Mzabe^  Carter^ 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  bearing  date  April 
12, 1664,  in  which  I  understand  your  mother  is  gone 
into  Yorkshire,  and  that  she  hath  not  been  well,  which 
I  am  sorry  to  hear;  but  yet  I  hope  she  will  do  well 
agsunj  and  that  we  shall  see  yourself  e're  it  be  long, 
which  my  wife  and  others  of  the  faith  will  be  glad  to 
see  you;  and  as  for  my  getting  well  out  of  Cam* 
bridgeshire,  as  for  that  I  found  no  opposition  at  all 
there  at  that  time,  for  I  did  stay  but  two  or  three 
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days  in  a  place,  and  some  places  but  one  nighty  so 
that  there  could  be  no  great  notice  taken  of  me,  there 
being  a  great  many  of  the  faith  of  this  commission  of 
the  Spirit,  yet  many  of  them  are  excommunicated; 
but  what  will  become  of  it  they  know  not  as  yet ; 
but  none  of  our  friends  are  in  prison,  as  there  are  for 
meetings,  so  that  they  not  meeting  is  a  great  preser- 
vation to  the  believers  and  me  also.  And  as  for  your 
mother's  dream  causing  a  fear  to  arise  in  her  of  my 
being  in  prison,  dreams  do  not  always  prove  true ; 
yet  sometimes  they  do ;  for  when  I  was  put  in  prison 
there  in  Chesterfield,  your  mother  had  such  a  like 
dream  a  little  before  it,  which  did  prove  accordingly; 
but  now  there  is  no  such  thing,  not  as  yet ;  for  I  am 
very  well,  and  do  not  know  of  any  danger  in  that 
kind,  not  at  present,  though  I  have  many  enemies 
here  at  London  and  elsewhere,  and  some  more  fiery 
and  bloody-minded  here  in  London,  that  would  de« 
stroy  me  if  they  could  any  ways,  were  it  not  that  they 
fear  to  be  hanged  more  than  to  be  damned  to  eter- 
nity ;  because  they  look  upon  damnation  at  a  distance, 
but  hanging  is  near  at  hand  ;  but  they  will  find  the 
other  to  be  suddenly  enough  ;  and  I  am  much  threat- 
ened by  one  bloody-minded  man,  that  if  I  should 
pass  the  sentence  upon  his  wife,  that  he  will  do  great 
matters  unto  me ;  and  he  will  shew  the  book  to  t)ie 
king,  and  he  will  do  I  know  not  what,  nor  himself 
neither. 

So  I  hearing  what  wicked  words  his  wife  did  speak 
against  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  it  happened 
before  her  mother  had  told  me  what  the  words  all 
were,  that  the  maid  came  where  I  was,  and  so  I  did 
send  the  sentence  by  the  maid  to  her  mistress  by 
word  of  mouth  ;  the  mistress  sends  her  man  imme- 
diately in  great  wrath  >  desiring  ine  to  send  his  mis- 
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ress  the  sentence  under  haini  and  seal,  only  that  she 
hight  shew  it  to  her  husband,  he  being  a  solicitor  in 
pe  law,  thinking  that  his  malice  might  be  the  more 
vented  against  me  ;  but  for  that  I  matter  not,  so  that 
I  damned  his  man  also,  and  bid  him  tell  his  master 
that  he  was  a  damned  devil  also,  and  bid  him  do  his 
worst ;  yet  nevertheless  I  would  give  his  master  and 
mistress  both  their  damnation  in  writing,  and  let  them 
see  what  they  can  do  in  it ;  but  I  would  not  do  it  at 
present.  But  what  the  event  will  be  when  I  have 
sent  them  the  sentence  in  writing,  time  will  make  apr 
pear.  Therefore  I  shall  say  no  more  at  present,  but 
my  love  and  my  wife's  remembered  unto  your  mor 
ther,  and  Betty  Smith,  and  all  the  rest  of  our  frioids 
in  the  faith. 


I  shall  rest  and  remain  your  friend  in  the  true  faitl^ 
LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

lAmdon,Jprill9y\6&l. 


I  have  written  to  you  as  soon  as  I  can  ;  for  I  came 
to  London  but  on  Saturday  night ;  therefore  I  do 
expect  to  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  you  can,  and  how 
your  mother  doth. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


la 


4  Copy  of  a  liCtter  sent  by  the  Prop^t  X^pdowich  Mujb^ 
ghtoif,  tp  c(ne  Robert  Beake^  of  Coventry,  in  ^mwpf  tif 
cne  ihat  he  mote  to  Captain  Wildy^  July  11,  1664. 

Mr.  ^RxAert  Beake^ 

I  SAW  a  letter  of  youra,  bearing  date  July  8th, 
166^,  which  you  sent  to  Captain  Wildy ;  and  in  your 
h^t  to  hivk^  I  understand  the  Captain,  out  of  tove 
«rid  affection,  did  jend  you  some  books  4nd  paper 
Tvritings  to  peruse,  he  hoping  tiiat  yQurund^rsjtand-* 
mg'^trould  have  be^n  enh^hteneds  to  have  Men  the 
truth  of  those  things,  which  are  written  in  those 
4>ooks  and  papers;  or  at  least,  that  you  would  have 
'l>een  so  moderate  as  not  to  speak  aevil  of  things  yijMi 
^  not  know:  which  I  perceive  he  gave  you  a  hint 
of  it,  but  it  hath  proved  altogether  to  the  contrary. 
For  God  hath  hid  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  fiiom  the  wise  and  prudent  men  of  the  world ; 
for  thou^  they  have  eyes,  yet  they  see  not ;  and 
ears,  yet  they  hear  not ;  and  hearts,  but  understand 
not :  and  you  being  one  of  these  wise  and  prudent 
men  the  Scripture  speaketh  of,  the  mysteries  of  eter- 
nal life  are  hid  from  your  eyes,  because  you  are  of 
the  seed  of  the  serpent ;  for  this  I  would  have  you  to 
iknow  (though  it  be  now  too  late)  for  your  good,  that 
iWhoever  doth  speak  evil  of  these  books  and  papei^ 
which  the  Captmn  did  lend  ^ou,  are  the  seed  of  the 
torpent,  and  hath  sinned  against  the  -Holy  Ghost ;  a 
•in  that  will  never  be  forgiven  in  this  world,  nor  in 
'ttie  world  to  come ;  and  that  you  shall  find  to  your 
eternal  pun  and  s^iaine.    Think  pf  yourseif  wfae^ 
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you  wilU  for  you  have  shoved  your«elf  the  seed  of 
the  serpent,  a  s6n  of  the  devil,  in  speaking  evil  of  the 
Revelation  of  the  Spirit ;  which  hath,been  declared 
by  us  the  Witnesses  of  the  Spirit;  which  hath  been 
in  those  books  and  papers,  which  such  devils  as  you 
are>*  are  not  worthy  to  look  into  ;  biit  you,  firoin  your 
Pharisaical  righteousness,  and  wisdom  of  reason, 
from  the  letter  of  the  Scriptures,  haVe  proudly  took 
upon  you  to  judge  prophets  that  have  a  commission 
,lh>m  God,  and  to  condemn  their  rightieottsoebs  by 
itbe  letter  of  the  Scripture  ;  and  because  you^  ^s^jfi 
:9ee  that  you  deserve  to  be  damned^  I  sball  lel^ 
mwt  of  your  wicked  speeches  agaihst  those  bcfoks 
^d  jpapars;  in.  your,  letteri 

\Fir8tYwl  say,^  you  found  expiiesuons  therein^  99 

^undoutb,  that  ornde  your  soul  to  shrink  again* 

\  Answer,  ^s/to  diat  I  say,  truth  will  make  the 

.spirit  of  reason  to  shrink^  which  is  the  devil;   for 

imd  you  had  true :  light  in  your  understandiog»^  ide 

.stamd  of  shrinking,  you  would  have  rejoiced  ^dd  have 

'.been  glad,  because  the  doctrine  of   aalTatioA  .w«s 

;CQme  to  your  house.    For  every  true  prophet  hath 

salvation  attending  on  him,  and   bki^ed  are, t^^ 

tliat  receive  him  upon  that  account,  and  cursed  wiU 

:.they  be  that  despise  him  on  that  account 

-    Secondly.  You  say,  that  the  authentiques  theiieal, 

you   thought   was    to    be    tried  by  some    known 

iStandard  rule  and  balance,  and  the  word  of  truth 

being  most  sovereign,  you  applied  tbie  matter  and 

phrase  of  the  papers.    As  to  this,  I.  suppo^  ydur 

'meaning  is,  that  tfap  Scripture  is  the  word  of.tTutb, 

tmd  the  standard  rule,  by  which  would  try  the  pbra«e 

.of  those  papers ;    so  that  you  would  lay  .those  papers 

in  one  s(^,  and  the  Scriptures  in  the  othep,  artd 

ryou  found,  ^  I  perceive,  the  papers  too  light  in  thP 
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balance  witli   the  Sciiptute.     'Tbis^   I  suppose,  is 
your  meaning.  ^  . 

Answef^.  I  do  acknowledge^  that  the  Scriptures' 
are  the  word  of  God,  and  a  standing  rule ;  and 
that  which  will  balance  truth  and  error.  But  then  1> 
must  tell  youj  that  sdnie^body  must  put  truth  and^ 
error  into  the  balance,  who  hath  the  same  spirit  o# 
inspiration,  as  those  had  that  wrote  the  Scriptures^' 
fthat  is,)  their  doctrine  must  be  as  authentic  as* their's 
was,  else  they  cannot  give  tpue  judgment  betiTQeft: 
truth  and  error,  whieh  none  can  do  but  those  'tbat^ 
have  a  cotpmissiob  frbm  the  eternal  God,  as  those* 
had  that  spake  the  Scrrptutttfr.  Therefore,  for  you^ 
to  weigh  the  phrase  in  those  pap^rs^  in  the  balance 
of  the  Scriptures,  or  to  judge  of  any  thing  contained 
in  them,  by  the  letter  of  the  Scriptures,  you  do  but 
procure  your  own  damnation  by  it.  For  God  never^ 
chose  you,  that  you  should  know  truth  fix)m  error/ 
Dor  to  give  any  interpretation,  for  God  hath  chosen 
John  Reeve  and  myself,  and  hath  given  the  Scrips 
tures  into  our  hands,  and  hstth  given  us  more- know-* 
ledge  to  interpret  them^  than  B\h  the  men  in  the* 
world  at  this  day. 

And  yet  you  that  have  no  commission  nor  reve-- 
kttlOil,  will  undertake  by  your  reason  and  education,' 
to  judge  whether  things  be  agreeable  to  the  Scrip-* 
ture  or  no;  when  as  you  do  not  know  any  one 
principle  of  religion,  no  more  thim  the  ignorant^f 
man  that  is  doth  know  the  points  of  law  or  state 
affairs. 

Tkirdh/.  You  say  you  found  so  much  inequality  in' 
them,  that  if  you  did  admit  the*  one,  you  must  of' 
necessity  reject  the  other.  You,  through  ignoranee; 
of  the  spiritual  meaning  of  the  Scriptures,  do  judge^ 
S€fi  but  if  you  bad  unddrs^oodthe  doctrine  cootained^ 
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ill  those  books»  you  would  have  found  the  Scriptiires. 
and  them  to  agree,  so  that  you  would  have  admitted 
of  them  both.     But  I  see  it  is  hid  from  your  eyes. 

jRwir*A/y.You  say  vou  know  no  medium  in  the  case ; 
eithet  the  drift  or  design  of  those  papers  is  envious, 
tad  grossly  abusive  of  the  Spirit  and  way  of  righteous- 
fiessi  or  the  word  of  life  ana  salvc^n  is  spurious  and 
iinlse. 

Amwcr.  Here  vou  have  shewed  yourself  a  subtil 
Sftrpeot  What  drift  or  design  could  we  have  in  writ* 
ing  those  papers,  when  as  there  was  nothing  but  per«> 
aecution  abd  sufferings  did  and  doth  fall  upon  it,  and 
casting  our  estates,  smd  losing  all  our  natural  re- 
laiioiis ;  fbr  mien  that  go  upon  that  aecount  as  pro- 
jkbets,  and  have  such  a  dreadful  message  to  declare 
unto  the  wor^d  as  we  have,  shall  find  but  few  frienda 
in  the  worTd  to  receive  it,  therefore  our  drift  and 
design  as  to  the  world,  or  to  obtain  richer,  would  have 
been  to  little  purpose.— And  as  for  qur  errorri^  as  you. 
call  them,  grossly  abusive  of  the  Spirit,  and  of  the  way 
of  life  and  salvation,  h^re  yOu  have  belied  the  Hp^ 
Spirit  that  sent  us  forth  ;  for  the  wisdom  that  God 
hath  given  us,  hath  preached  the.  righteousness  of 
faith,  in  that  we  have  declared  the  true  God  and 
^2:ighfc  devil*  with  many  other  heavenly  my$t0ries  and 
aeerets  which  are  written  in  those!  books/ which  the 
Scripture  did  hint  at  but  darkly^  but  «ow  by  us  ^ 
witnesses  of  the  Spirit,  ntade  clear  to  the  seed  «| 
&ith  ;  so  that  instead  of  gi*os^y  abusing  the  Spirit  ot 
life  and  salvation,  God  hath  chosen  us  to  declare  tfae. 
true  righteotinesa  of  faith  and  ligbtt  and  life  of 
aialvation,  and  also  the  light  of  the  >^kriptuf ea,  which 
no  man  doth  truly  know  but  those  that  have  received 
it  from  the  commission  of  the  Spiriti  which  Ood 
l^tb;gifeo  »s[tD  dfctore;  but swchre^rpJMttes  aaypw 
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did  say  rM^much  by  tbe  luord  himielf  when  he  was  opoa 
earthy  is  you  do  by  me ;  but  as  they  had  their  reward 
for  their  blasphemy  against  him^  so  shall  you. 

Fifthly.  \ou  call  those  papers  and  books  false, 
and  no  way  the  foundation  of  your  faith  and  manners, 
and  do  say  that  God  hath  given  you  a  more  sure  word 
of  prophecy^  and  say  that  you  should  highly  tempt 
him  to  listen  to  any  insinament,  or  pretended  disco^ 
very  of  hia^wiil,  besides  what  therein  are  contained. 

Answer,  j^s  to  this,  I  would  have  you  to  know 
that  those  papers  and  books  are  the  foundation  of 
true  faitb^  but  as  for  manners,  that  I  shall  leave  to 
the  wisdom  ef  reason,  for  reason  the  devil  liveth  upoo 
manners,  for  the  seed  of  the  serpent  hath  no  faith  btit 
the  fietith  of  devils,  as  you  have ;  yet  such  subtil  ser-i 
pents  as  you  are  will  presume  to  say  that  God  fa^th 
given  you  a  more  nwire  word  of  prophecy,  wjben  as 
that  saying  wsus  never  spoken  to  you,  being  the  seed 
of  the  serpents  but  it  was  given  to  the  apostles,  and 
to  the  believers  of  their  doctrine,  and  it  is  given  unto 
us  the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit,  and  to  the  seed  of  iiitb, 
who  are  given  to  believe  the  doctririe  and  deelarafckm 
of  the  true  God,  and  so  they  understand  the  Soiip^ 
turest  and  know  them»  because  they  hav^  believed 
otur  report.  Also,  you  say  you  should  highly  tempt 
<prod  if  you  should  listen  to  any  insinuations  dor  pce^ 
tended  discoveries  of  his  will  besides  what  is  tfaci^iv 
contained. 

4s  to  that  I  sa^i  yoa  have  highly  ieobptekl  God,  ib 
that  you  did  not  listed  unto  us:  tile  prophets  hnd  wib^ 
neftses^  and  messengers  of  God,  who  only  cafa  inteiw 
pjret  the  Scripturesi  and  diaeover  the  will  of  God 
Whifh  is  contained  in  t^e  Scriptbres^  though  yoU  call 
Hi  iiyitiuators,  and  our  disc«¥eriee  bat  pnetend^dy 
^^%  a^l^piPoptiels.  were  stii^vied  $o  by  the  seed  bf  the 
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serpent ;  therefore  it  is  no  new  thing  for  us,  the 
witnesses  of  the  Spirit,  to  be  called  so  by  tha*  gene- 
ration of  wise  and  prudent  men,  that  think  they 
know  more  than  the  prophets  and  apostles  do  ;  nay, 
they  think  that  they  know  more  than  God  himself, 
and  yet  the  most  blindest  in  spiritual  matters  in  tlie 
true  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  of  any,  but  in  the 
matters  of  the  world  so  subtil  and  cunning  that  none 
can  go  beyond  them,  but  as  dark  as*  pitch  in  any 
true  knowledge  concerning  eternal  life. 
.  Sixtkhf.  You  advise  the  captain  to  poise,  therefore, 
in  the  balance  of  a  sincere  judgment,  the  e:<pressions 
contained  in  those  books,  and  if  he  find  not  a  direct 
repugnancy  therein  to  the  unerring  rule  of  righteous-^ 
Bess. 

AnsiKr.  To  this  I  say,  God  gave  you  rio  sincere 
judgment  in  the  Scriptures,,  nor  in  those  books,  neither 
do  you  know  the  unerring  rule  of  righteousness,  so  that 
you  are  very  unfit  to  pouie  in  the  balance  the  Scrip- 
tures of  truth,  and  those  books ;  for  if  you  had  known 
the  Scriptures  of  truth,  you  would  have  known  those 
books  to  be  truth  also,  and  no  direct  repugnancy 
against  one  another,  but  a  sweet  agreement;  for  the 
Scriptures  of  truth  are  a  sealed  book,  and  those  books 
of  ours  are  the  breaking  open  of  the  ^eal,  that  the 
seed  of  faith  may  see  the  truth  and  treasure  written 
within  the  Scriptures ;  but  the  serpent-nsi^  thinks 
himself  so  wise,  as  if  he  could  tell  or  know  God  from 
ibe  devil,  truth  from  error,  and  truth  to  be  error,  and 
error  to  be  truth.  This  was  always  the  practice  of 
the  seed  of  the  serpent ;  it  was  the  practice'  of  the 
Jews  to  the  prophets  of  old,  and  those  serpeAts  to 
Christ,  and  afterwards  to  his  apostles,  and  the*  seed 
of  the  serpent,  such  as  you  are,  doth  pratftibe  the 
same.thing  now  to  us  the  witnesses  of  tbe$pfi!iliy^yet^ 
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I  would  bave  you  to  know  that  it  46lh  not  lie  in  the 
captain's  power,  nor  yours  neither,  to  poise  in  the 
balance  the  Scripture  and  those  books,  neither  of  you 
being  clK>sen  for  such  a  great  work;   for  who  shall 
judge;  of  prophets  revelation  and  doctrine  ?    None 
will  presui^e  to  do  it  but  the  seed  of  thfe  serpent. 
Experience  hath  shewed  me  the  truth  of  thisr-*for 
xaany  hundreds  of  your  seed  have'  said  as  much  to  me 
as  you  h^ve  said^  whereby  they  have  been  put  in  the 
balance  of  eternal  damnation>  and  the  seed  of  &ith 
jbeing  but  few,  have  been  put  in  the  balance  of  eternal 
lifef  for  this  commission  hath  weighed  you  all  in  the 
balance,  and  you  the  seed  of  the  serpent  have  been 
found  too  light  in  the  balance;   for  God  bath  chosen 
Wery  true  prophet  to  weigh  in  the  balance,  so  that 
it  doth  not  belong  to  you,  nor  no  man  upon  the  eiurth 
at  this  day,  to  be  the  judge  of  us  the  witnesses  of  the 
Spirit,  but  God  only ;  for  we  only  know  the  unerrring 
rule  of  righteousness,  and  can  poise  in  the  balance  c^ 
^the  Scripture  the  seed  of  the  woman,  and  ihe  seed  of 
the  serpent ;  and  as  you  have.done  by  oiir  books,  so  have 
I  dope  by  you>^  I  have  put  you. in  the  balance  among 
the  reprobate  seed,  and  you  are  found  too  light,  iKyt- 
witbstanding  you  think  your  wisdom  and  knowledge 
in  the  Scripture  to  be  true  light;  but  it  being  the 
, wisdom  of  reason  the  devil,  aod  not  the  light  and 
wisdom  of  faith,  which  is  of  God,  it  will  be  found  the   . 
,^eatest  folly  and  darkness  of  all,  because  it  led  vou 
forth  to  despise  and  speak  evil  of  as  pure  a  trutn  as 
ever  was  spoken  by  prophet  or  apostle. 
*.     Severahiy.   You  wopld    have  it  demonstrated .  to 
your  understanding  what  we.  say  to  be  of  the!  Spirit, 
.jand^  in  cases  of  this  nature  you  must,  be  dealt  withal 
^  a  rational  creature,  and  not  a^  a  brute,  ■   .  , 

Anmer.   I  would  ask  you  .this  qu^tMSn^.  wibether 
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Moses,  and  proplieto,  Christ  and  apostles,  ^id  diretk 
their  speech  or  writings  to  rational  creatures,  or  to 
bmtes  f  Surely  the  prophets  messages^  and  the 
apostles  episdes  were  spoken  to  rational  men  an<t 
women,  and  not  to  brute  beasts.  And  havie  you  been 
dealt;  witiiat  as  a  brute,  and  not  as  a  rational  man  > 
AFe^hose  books  and  papers  which  3^u  have  perused 
so  uncouth,  as  if  they  were  more  fit  to  be  read  ^ 
l>rutes  thafft  to  ratioosd  creatures  >  Do  not  thoee 
books  and  papers  sjpeak  as  good  sense  as  any  other 
iwrstings 'whatsoever^  And  do  not  those  books  and 
|iapers^  imter pret  the  Scriptures  more  than  aliy  writ* 
angB  wbatsoeveir  ?  ^ 

If  you  W6Pe  not  >s tone-blind  in  spiritual  matters^ 
you  «K)ukl  have  seen  it,  so  have  you  not  b^en  dealt 
nidthal  ^as  m.  rational  man,  as  well  as  others  have  been ; 
nay^  the  more  dearer  the  seed  of  the  serpent  have 
jife  and' salvation  propounded  to  them,  or  set  before 
ithem^  the  more  he  <lespiseth  it ;  for  I  must  tell,  yoto 
iweveaot  worthy  to  look  into  those  books,  for  they 
ix»t  you  nothing  but  yom*  labour  to  read  them,  which 
if  you  have  not  liked  them,  you  might  have  returned 
^tkan  back  again ;  but^trutb  was  always  counted  by 
tihe  serpent  not*  worth  the  reading,  but  the  seed  of 
'fEtitb  taught  nothing  too  dear  for  truth,  but  was 
willing,  as  Christ  said,  to  forsake  all  for  the  truth's 
sake ;  but  the  wise  and  subtil  serpents  will  not  port 
with  a  penny  for  truth,  though  they  know  boob 
Hcaniiot  be  printed  for  nothing.  But  however  it  is 
well,  for  every  one  must  act  according  to  the  seed, 
(thosead  ^they  wre  of,  either  towards  eternal  life,  or 
eternal  damnation.  Also  I  ^o  wonder  Imw  you,  that 
iane.of  4he  6eed  of  the  serpent,  woiild  have  us  to  de^ 
monstrate  to  *your  understanding  *hat  which  we  w^ 
we liad  franthe Spirit. 
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To  this  I  say,  it  is  as  much  demonstrated  to  you 
as  to  any  others^  and  yet  others  believe  it,  and  have 
the  assurance  of  eternal  life  by  it,  and  you,  and  such 
as  you  are,  through  your  unbdief,  eternal  damnation 
by  it ;  for  we  the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit  are  made  a 
sweet  savour  unto  God  both  in  them  that  are  saved ^ 
in  those  that  are  damned;  and  what  demonstration 
would  you  have  more  than  the  declaration  of  the  true 
God  in  his  form  and  nature,  with  the  interpretation 
of  many  mystical  things  in  the  Scriptures,  which  all 
the  wise  and  learned  men  in  the  world  cannot  unfold ; 
but  I  know  by  experience,  that  the  serpent's  seed  doth 
look  more  at  some  visible  miracle,  and  yet  they  read 
in  the  Scriptures  that  the  greatest  prophet  that  was 
bom  of  woman  did  no  miracles;  so  are  we  dealt  with 
by  the  serpents  1n  this  last  age,  though  our  doctrine 
and  declaration  be  more  spiritual  and  heavenly  than 
those  that  went  before  us,  we  being  the  witnesses  of 
the  Spirit ;  yet  because  we  do  no  outward  miracles^ 
we  are  counted  by  the  reprobate  seed  to  be  fitlse 
prophets,  deceivers  and  liars,  so  that  we  cannot  de« 
monstrate  to  the  devil  understanding  bv  anv  visible 
sign  that  we  are  sent  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  but  time 
will  make  it  manifest  to  your  eternal  pain  and  shame. 

Eighthly.  You  say,  if  you  must  receive  that  for 
truth,  or  this  or  that  mian  that  saith  he  hath  a  revela- 
tion,  you  must  necessarily  then  let  your  Bstith  languish 
after  every  man's  revelation  ;  and  here  you  say  am  I 
a  poJor  soul  bewildered. 

Amwer.  To  this  I  say,  there  is  no  knowing  of  any 
revelation  to  be  true,  but  by  believing  of  it*  Did 
any  know  Moses  revelation  to  be -true  in  tteit  time, 
but  those  that  believed  him  ?  Did  any  of  those  Pha- 
risees  and  Sadducees,  that  came  to  John*s  baptism, 
believe  that  John  was  a  messenger  of  Christ  ?    Did 

U 
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any  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  and  hypocrites  be- 
lieve that  Christ  was  the  Son  of  God  ?  Yet  thej 
heard  that  John  the  Baptist  had  revelation  to  declare 
that rCbrist .was  the  Son, of  God/  notwithstanding  be 
$pake  nothing  else  but  revelation ;  yet  these  had  }^rd 
of  him  before,  but  saw  no  sign  by  either  of  th^m  botb^ 
but  others  that  believed  their  revelation,  not  expect- 
ing a  sign,  they  did  see  signs  also. 

So  tl^t  believing  the  declaration  of  meji  that  are 
living  is  the  only  way  to  establish  the  soul,  fqr  there 
is  no  true  rest  to  the  soul  but  in  pinning  their  faith 
upon  that  man's  sleeve  that  hath  a  commission  frpjgd 
God,  and  his  revelation  must  needs  be  true,  and  happy 
are  those  that  venture  their  souls  upon  it;  but  me 
^eed  of  the  serpent  thinks  himself  so  wise,  that  he  will 
allow  of ,  no  revelation  in  himself,  neither  will ,  he 
hearken  to  him. that  hath  a  revelation,  for  fear  his 
soul  should  be  bewildered  ;  for  the  devil,  not  knowing 
what  revelation  is,  he  will  be  so  wise  and  cunning  that 
he  will  neither  be  received  with  God  nor  with  man; 
and  this  is  your  condition,  you  will  not  hearken 
to  this  or  that  man's  revelation,  though  it  be  ney^r 
so  true,  lest  your  soul  should  be  bewildered. 

But  instead  of  your  soul  being  bewildered,  I  am' 
sure  your  soul  is  bewitched  with  ignorance  and  dark- 
ness in  the  Scriptures;  you  think  you  see,  but  are 
stark  blind,  and  have  ears,  but  are  deaf  as  an  adder : 
but  it  was  always  so  with  the  seed  of  the  serpent,  for 
they  always  thought  themselves  so  wise,  that  they 
could,  tell  whether  prophets  or . apostles  revelations 
were  true  or  no,  but  they  were  always  mistaken,  for 
they  ever  despised  and  persecuted  them  for.it,  eyen 
jas  you  do  by  me  and  my  revelation. 

Ninthly;  Here  you  say.  Oh  I  Sir,  your  soul  grieves 
within  you  that  those  poor  souls,  x|^ning.i|S.th|it 
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wrote  those  books,  should  be  involved  io  such  strange 
delusions ;.  certainly,  you  say,  a  greater  judgment 
cannot  be  from  the  Lord  here^ 

Answer.  Here  you  do  by  us  as  the  devils  did  by 
Christ,  they  pitied  and  shaked  their  heads  at  him  when 
he  went  to  suflFer,  as  if  they  did  grieve  that  he  should 
suflFer,  but  they  thought  within  themselves  that  he 
suffered  for  his  feult ;  that  is,  they  thought  he  was  a 
blasphemer,  a  deceiver,  a  liar,  and  took  too  high- 
things  upon  him,  and  so  was  under  a  great  judgment 
of  God.  Do  not  you  do  the  same  things  by  us  the 
witnesses  of  the  Spirit  ? 

You  sisiy  your  soul  grieves  within  you  that  we  pooif 
people,  as  you  call  us,  should  be  involved  in  such 
strong  delusions.  I  marvel  how  you,  being  the  seed 
of  reason,  came  to  know  what  a  strong  delusion  is, 
when  you  never  was  in  the  truth,  for  you  never  did 
know  truth  in  your  life;  for  I  must  tell  you,  it  is 
not  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  will  give  yoii 
to  know  truth,  except  there  be  a  true  interpreter 
ordained  of  God,  which  I  am  sure  you  never  heard 
none  ;  but  true  prophets  and  true  interpreters  of  the 
Scriptures  were  always  counted  by  the  seed  of  the 
serpent  to  be  strong  delusions. 

Therefore  it  is  no  new  thing  for  us  to  be  called  so 
by  you,  who  are  a  subtil  serpent ;  and  as  for  a  greater 
'judgment  from  the  Liord,  tnere  cannot  be  here. 

To  this  I  say  so  to ;  and  further  I  say,  that  if  we, 
that  wrote  those  books  and  papers,  be  strongly  de- 
luded, or  if  we  be  deltiders,  then  I  say,  let  the  judg- 
ment of  God  be  upon  us  here  and  hereafter ;  but  if  we 
be  true  messengers  and  chosen  witnesses  of  God,  as 
we  know  we  are,  then  I  say  it  had  been  good  for  you, 
and  such  as  you  are,  that  you  had  never  been  born ; 
tod  a  greater  judgment  cannot  be  from  the  Lord  thkn 


Digitized  by 


Google 


156 

there  is  upon  your  understapding,  for  God  hath  given 
you  up  to  slumbering  eyes,  that  you  might  despise 
the  light  of  heaven,  so  that  you  might  stumble  and 
iall  into  the  pit  of  eternal  damnation. 

Tenthly.  You  say,  it  were  worth  the  enquiry  by 
what  method  and  wiles  the  devil  doth  thus  infatuate 
poor  creatures* 

Answer.  Here  you  shew  yourself  a  devil,  in  that 
jou  do  not  know  what  the  devil  is,  nor  the  method 
and  wiles  by  which  he  doth  infatuate  or  deceive  poor 
creatures ;  for  this  I  must  tell  you,  that  the  devil  is 
always  mistaken  in  himself,  for  he  always  looks  upon 
the  devil  to  be  some  ugly  thing  or  spirit  without  him, 
when  as  indeed  your  own  soul  is  the  deviU  and  that 
you  shall  find  one  day ;  and  the  imagination  of  your 
own  heart  hath  in&tuated  your  poor  soul,  which  nath 
made  your  wits  to  go  in  this  method,  as  to  despise 
and  blaspheme  against  the  doctrine  of  the  true  God, 
|)y  us  the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit. 

Eleventhly.  You  say,  let  me  suggest  my  thoughts 
to  you  herein :  is  it  not  likely,  say  you,  that  th^  nrst 
entrance  into  this  snare,  was  the  perpetration  of  some 
conscience-wastinff  sin  which  followed  the  sinner,  that 
no  rest  could  be  obtained,  till  it  cast  off  the  word  and 
other  ordinances. 

Amwer.  Your  suggested  thoughts  in  this  particu- 
lar, is  no  other  but^e  suggestions  of  the  devil,  for 
your  thought  therein  doth  proceed  from  your  lying 
imagination ;  for  we  the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit  never 
committed  any  sin,  whereby  the  peace  or  our  con- 
science could  be  any  ways  wasted ;  for  this  I  must 
tell  you,  that  God  never  chose  any  to  be  prophets  to 
declare  his  mind,  but  such  as  had  escaped  the  jjollu- 
tions  of  the  flesh ;  and  if  we  had  not  been  kept  inno- 
cent, God  would  never  have  chosen  us  to  be  nis  mes* 
sengers ;  and  this  is  the  greatest  comfort  we  have  in 
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this  world,  that  we  can  justly  say  we  never  did  this  or 
that  evil  in  the  days  of  our  ignorance,  much  less  since 
we  were  chosen  of  Qod ;  and  this  is  the  very  cause, 
that  I  have  and  do  tread  upon  the  heads  of  the  serpents, 
by  virtue  of  my  innocency,  and  the  commission  of 
Ood*  I  am  made  as  a  wall  of  brass  against  many 
hundred  of  devils,  and  have  cast  them  down  with  the 
two-edged  sword  of  the  Spirit  that  is  put  into  my 
mouth ;  so  that  they  have  and  shall  fall  mto  the  bot- 
tomless pit  of  eternal  damnation,  into  which  place  you 
must  go ;  and  as  for  our  attaining  no  rest  until  we 
had  cast  off  the  word  and  other  ordinances* 

Answer.  To  this  I  say,  no  man  doth  own  the  word 
(if  you  mean  the  Scriptures)  more  than  we  do,  for  no 
man  in  the  world  doth  truly  know  the  word  but  us, 
and  those  books  will  testify  the  same ;  neither  do  we 
cast  off  any  ordinances,  neither  of  God,  nor  of  man; 
for  we  know  what  ordinances  God  hath  set  up  now  in 
these  last  days,  and  we  follow  and  practice  them,  and 
have  rest  and  peace  in  it ;  but  you  have  none,  be- 
cause you  are  a  traditional  follower  of  the  ordinanciss 
of  the  apostles ;  and  instead  of  entering  into  this  snare, 
as  you  call  it,  it  will  prove  a  snare  to  you,  and  it  will 
be  just  like  Peter^s  net,  which  catched  many  fishes j 
and  the  good  he  picked  out,  and  the  bad  he  cast  away  ^ 
so  it  is  with  the  commission  of  the  Spirit,  it  is  as  a 
net  or  a  snare  that  is  set  or  laid  to  catch  the  seed  of 
faith,  and  so  thev  are  brought  home  unto  God,  and 
happy  are  they  that  are  caught.  So  likewise  the  seed 
of  the  serpent,  they  are  caught  in  this  snare,  and  tbey 
are  cast  away,  even  like  the  bad  fishes,  that  is,  they 
tire  cast  into  the  pit  of  utter  darkness,  where  there?  is 
weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth  for  evermore ;  and  tWi 
stittre  are  you  fitUen  into  by  your  despising  thost 
btodks  and  papersf.    It  would  have  lieen  betterfor  you 
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but  not  much,  if  you  had  never  seen  them  at  all,  you 
would  have  been  damned  before,  but  you  would  not 
have  known  for  what ;  but  now  you  will  know  for 
what  you  are  damned  to  eternity  for,  and  in  this  re^ 
'  gard  it  had  been  better  you  had  never  seen  the  writings 
at  alL 

Twelfthly.  You  say,  let  the  first  broachersof  these 
wild  notions,  as  you  call  them,  deal  ingenuously  with 
God  and  the  world,  and  he  will  confess,  if  I  be  not 
mistaken,  that  there  is  some  wide  gash  in  his  con* 
science,  which  he  labours  to  dress  up  with  these  super- 
celestial,  if  not  diabolical  notions. 

Answer.  To  this  I  answer,  I  do  acknowledge  that 
we,  the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit,  were  the  first  broacbers 
of  these  wild  notions,  as  you  call  them  ;  and  I  do  in- 
genuously confess,  that  there  is  no  wider  gash  in  my 
conscience  than  there  was  before,  nor  so  much;  for 
my  conscience  is  as  truly  justified  in  declaring  these 
wild  notions,  as  you  call  them,  as  ever  Moses,  the 
prophets  and  apostles  were  in  breaching  their  doctrine. 
Y  ou  would  have  called  their  doctrine  wild  notions  if 
you  had  lived  in  that  time,  as  you  do  mine,  for  they 
did  meet  with  the  same  serpents  in  their  time  as  I  do 
now  ;  neither  do  I  dress  up  my  conscience  with  those 
super-celestial,  if  not  diabolical  notions,  as  you  call 
them ;  it  would  be  well  for  you  if  they  were  diabolical 
notions,  but  you  will  find  them  to  be  as  true  as  truth 
itself,  they  being  broached  by  the  Spirit  of  truth,tjiere- 
fore  you  are  much  mistaken  indeed,  for  the  devil  is 
always  mistaken  in  the  things  of  eternity,  and  never 
certain  in  spiritual  knowledge ;  for,  as  I  said  before, 
he  always  calls  God  a  devil,  and  the  devil  God  ;  truth 
he  calls  wild  notions,  and  the  imaginations  of  reason^ 
from  the  letter  of  the  Scriptures,  you  call  the  ordi- 
nances of  Grod.    And  this  I  am  sure,  all  the  noti^i^ 
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that  shall  arise  from  the  imaginations  of  reason,  and 
study  of  the  letter  of  the  Scriptures,  shall  never  dress 
up  the  gash  in  your  conscience  which  you  haye:madet 
by  speaking  evil  of  thinga  you  know  not ;  for  you 
have  such  a  gash  cut  in  your  soul  by  the  two-^dged 
sword  of  the  Spirit  that  is  put  into  my  mouth,  that 
there  will  be  no  balm  in  Gilead  to  be  had  to  cure  you, 
so  that  it  will  not  be  whole  to  eternity ;  and  I  shall 
deal  ingenuously  with  you,  thatareof  the  world,  that 
I  am  justified  of  Grod,  and  in  my  own  conscience  too. 

Thirteenth.  You  say  it  is  the  captain's  duty  and 
yours  to  stand  in  the  old  way,  and  to  repair  to  the 
law,  and  to  the  testimonies;  therein,  say  you,  we 
have  eternal  life,  because  they  testify  Christ  Jesus. 

Answer.  As  for  the  true  old  way,  I  think  the  cap* 
tain  nor  you  did  know  ;  for  how  could  you  possibly 
know  the  true  old  way  without  a  true  preacher  ?  And 
as  for  your  repairing  to  the  law,  and  to  the  testimony^ 
that  you  cannot  do,  because  you  know  not  what  they 
are,  only  you  have  got  those  words  out  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, but  know  nothing  truly  what  is  meant  by  the 
law  and  testimony;  for  whosoever  did  repair  to  the 
law  and  testimony,  they  were  to  be  tried  by  some 
commissionated  man  that  was  appointed  thereunto; 
so  that  God  hath  given  the  law  and  testimony  into 
our  hands,  who  are  the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit,  and 
you  are  to  be  tried  by  us,  both  the  captain  and  yoxk 
also.  And  I  do  find  by  the  law  and  the  testimonies, 
that  you  deserve  to  be  damned  to  eternity ;  for  you 
must  not  think,  that  because  you  read  the  Scriptures, 
and  find  such  words  there ;  I  say^^  you  must  not  think 
that  you  can  try  prophets  by  the  law  and  testimonies, 
when  as  you  were,  never  cnoi»en,  of  God  for  snch.a 
work ;  neither  do  you  know  what  the  law  and  tMti- 
jmony  is ;  though  they  do  testify, of  Jesus,  yet, will 
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not  you  find  eternal  life  by  them,  because  you  have 
judged  and  despised  those  whom  God  hath  chosen^ 
anomted,  and  sealed,  to  be  the  inteipreters  of  the  law 
and  testimony ;  therefore,  your  repairing  to  the  law 
and  to  the  testimony  now,  will  signify  but  little  benefit 
to  you  ;  so  that  now  you  are  in  the  old  way  of  your 
father  Cain. 

Fourteenth.  You  say,  and  his  promise,  he  that  doth 
his  will,  shall  know  of  his  doctrine,  whether  it  be  of 
God  or  man. 

'  Answer.  That  is  as  true  a  saying  of  yours,  that  he- 
that  doth  God's  will,  shall  know  his  doctrine;  but 
you  never  did  know  his  will,  therefore  you  know  not 
his  doctrine,  whether  it  be  of  God  or  man  ;  neither 
are  those  promises  in  Scripture  made  to  the  seed  of 
the  serpent,  such  as  you  are ;  but  the  promises  in  the 
Scriptures  were  made  to  the  seed  of  faith,  who  are 
made  to  believe  God's  messengers ;  and  so  they  come 
to  know  God  and  his  doctrine ;  for  the  doctrine  of 
man  cannot  declare  what  the  true  God  is  in  his  form 
and  nature,  and  those  books  do,  which  you  so  much 
despise ;  but  there  can  be  expected  no  better  from 
that  seed  you  are  of. 

Fifteenth.  Also  you  say,  what  shall  we  think  of 
those  precious  souls,  who  have  spent  themselves  for 
us  in  the  Lord ;  you  name  Hooker,  Cotton,  Helder- 
sham^  Marshall,  Burroughs,  and  Simpson. 

These  you  say  taught  us^  and  brought  us  anothw 
doctrine  thaw  is  contained  in  your  papers. 

AiwBtr.  Vou  may  think  what  you  will  of  them,  I 
know  them  to  be  faJse  ministers,  slnd  their  doctrine 
to  be  false  also^  because  they  had  no  conmiission  from 
God  to  be  ministers  of  the  gospel ;  for  he  that  preaches 
without  a  commission  from  God,  cannot  preach  true 
doctrine;  and  as  for  some  of  those  precious  souls,  as 
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ytm  call'them,  I  know  tbetn  to  be  danined  devils^;      f 
that  Cotton^  I  suppose^  was  of  New  England,  and 
that  Holland  Simpson^  I  suppose  you  mean,  was  of    / 
those  precious  souls  that  spent  themselves  for  you ;  it 
was  but  the  devil  that  spent  himself  for  the  devil,  for 
that  Cotton  I  know  to  be  damned  to  eternity;   there 
is  none  of  the  others  will  escape  you  speak  of,  before 
they  were  sekit,  though  we  the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit 
did  Hot  pass  the  sentence  of  eternal  damnation  upon 
them  all ;  yet  they  taking  upon  them  to  preach  the 
gospel  without  a  commission  from  God,  though  much, 
good  may  be  done  by  it ;  yet  it  will  be  said  unto  them 
oy  the  Lord  Jesus,  Depart  from  me  ye  xvorkers  of  iniquity^ 
I  huM  ye  not ;  for  Christ  will  know  none  but  those^  he 
faath  sent ;  and  as  for  that  Cotton,  I  am  as  certaia 
that  man  will  be  damned  to  eternity  as  Cain  and 
Judas ;,  if  they  escape,  then  he  shall ;.  and  as  for  the 
K^dier  of  your  gracious  souls,  as  yoii  call  them,  must 
to  damnation  also,  for  preachmg  without  a  commit 
•ion  from  God,  because  we,  the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit, 
did  not  pass  the  sentence  of  damnation  upon  them,  as 
we  did  upon  Cotton ;   so  they  have  not  the  seal  of  it 
as  he  had,  yet  they  were  all  false,  and  taught  a  false 
doctrine :  for  this  I  must  tell  you,  that  no  man  can 
teach  or  preach  true  doctrine,  but  he  that  is  sent  di 
God;  and  those  gracious  souls,  as  you  call  them,  did 
bring,  as  you  say,  another  doctrine  than  what  is  con- 
tained in  those  books  and  papers ;  for  how  can  a  man 
preach  true  doctrine,  who  knows  not  the  true  God, 
nor  the  right  devil ;  for  these  men  you  speak  of,  their 
doctrine  which  they  brought  in,  was  their  own  lying 
imagination,  which  they  did  imagine  out  of  the  letter 
of  the  Scriptures,  merely  from  the  strength  of  reason, 
evetkBs  a  fei^desman  doth  his  trade ;  and  as  tradesmen 
deoMve  others  that  are  not  skilM  in  that  art>  so  did 
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these  men  beciame' deceived  by.their  doctrine^  and 
you  and  the  oaptain,  with  many  hundreds  more,,  were 
deceived  by  them,  for  all  the  hearei-s  of  them,  so  long 
as  they  followed  them,  were,  and  are  as  blind  as 
beetles  in  any  spiritual  and  heavenly  matters ;  neither 
hath  God  forbid  them  to.  be  deceivers,  nor  you  from 
being  deceived  by  them ;  for  the  blind  hath  led  the 
blind,  -and  you  will  both  fall  into  the  diteh  of  eternal 
destruction  ;  and  as  we  and  our  doctrine  shall  einter 
into  our  master's  joy,  because  we  did  not-  go  before 
we  were  sent,  but  have  been  faithful  to  declare  the 
truth,  as  it  ib  in  Jesus,  the  only  wise  God,  Messed,  finr 
ever.  '       /» 

I  liave  spoken i)f  most  of  ihechief  things  contaiofed 
in  your  letter,  concerning  y^ur  wicked  speeches 
against  as  pure  truth  as  ever  was  f^poken  by  prophet 
or  apostle,  for  you  would  have  said  as  much  by  taem^ 
if  you  had  been  living  in  their  times,  as  you4o:bjr 
us  the  prophets  of  the  Spirit;  but  I  perceive  yon 
tbipk  to  deal  with  prophets  as  you  do. with  priests  of 
the  nation ;  you  can  «peak  evil,  and  find  fault  with 
them  and  their  doctrine  whqn  they  please  not  your 
humour ;  and  when  they  speak  any  thing  from  the 
letter  of  the  Scriptures  that  pleaseth  you^  you  are 

good  friends  again;  so  that  the  shepherd  and  his 
octrine  must  be  judged  by  his  sheep.  This  hath 
been  the  custom  of  formal  christians. -ever  since  the 
ten  persecutions;  but  you  must  not  think  to  do  ;SO 
by  prophets  that  have  a  commission  from  God ;  far 
he  is  no  true  minister  of  the  gospel  that  hath  no  power 
to  pronounce  those  blessed  that  reoeiyehh  doctrine^ 
and  those  cursed  to  eternity  that  despise  it;  therefore 
this  doctrine  and  commission  of  ours:will  seem  strange 
to  the  seed  of  the  serpent,  for  little  did  you  thinks 
w|ien  you,  met  with  those  books  and  papers,  )tbat  you 
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met  with  men  that  have  authority  from  God  ;  neither 
do  we  speak  or  write  as  the  Scribes,  viz.  as  the  priests 
and  speakers  of  the  nation ;  therefore,  because  you 
shall  know  that  there  is  a  true  prophet  in  England, 
to  give  judgment  upon  despising  spirits,,  in  that  you 
have  blasphemed  against  the  Holy  Spirit  that  sent  us; 
for  whosoever  receiveth  him  that  is  sent, "  receiveth 
him  that  sent  him,  even  God  ;  so,  on  the  contrary,  he 
that  despiteth  a  prophet,  despiseth  him  that  sent  him, 
even  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Jesus;  whic  g  you 

hkve  done,  and  that  in  a  high  nature,  ir  g  the 

doctrine,'  contained  in  those  books  and  {  erro- 

iiebus,  strong  delusions,,  and  the  wiles  <  devil, 

wild  notkins,  diabolical  notions,  with  many,  more 
wicked  speeches,  as  I  have  before  mentioned.  ^ 
•'  *  Therefore  in  obedience  unto  my  commission,  fat 
these  your  wicked  and  hard  speeches  against  the  doc- 
trine of  truth  declared  by  us,  the  witnesses  of  the 
Spirit,  I  do  pronounce  you  cursed  and  damned,  both 
in  soul  and  body,  from  the  presence  of  God,  elect 
men  and  angels,  to  eternity. 

Deliver  yourself  from  it  if  you  can. 

Writtenby 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Jul3f  11,  16M. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  hy  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggktofty  to  Mr.  Thomas  Tompkinson^  of  Slade* 
house,  in  Staffordshire,  bearing  Date  from  London^ 
December  9,,lQ6i. 

l^9vmg  Friend  Thomas  Tompkinson, 

,  I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  bearing  date  Octo* 
b^  2d,  1664,  with  the  token.  Also  I  have  perused 
vQur  letter,  but  had  not  time  to  ^ve  you  an  aqsirer 
Before  joow  to  it;  neither  have  I  tune  as  yet,  but  be* 
cause  I  am  to  go  into  Cambridgeshire  before  Christ* 
IMS,  I  shall  give  you.  some  lines  for  your  satisfaction 
faefo^re  I  go,  which  are  as  follow : 
,  t  have  iaiken  notice  of  sonepassages  in  your  letters 
which  I  shall  ^ive  some  answer  unto. 

The  first  thm^  is,  whether  Christ  did  know  hinsh^ 
self  to  be  the  only  God  when  he  was  in  a  state  of  mor- 
tality, or  no?  You  say  you  cannot  tell;  y^t  the 
seventh  chapter  of  out*  conunission-book  doth  say 
he  did:  but  Mr*  C]axton»  in  his  Wonder  of 
Wonders,  saith  he  did  not  know  himself  to  be  the 
only.  God. 

As  to  this  I  say,  it  h  riot  much  material,  whether 
Christ  himself  did  know  himself  to  be  God  the  Father, 
or  not,  when  he  was  in  a  state  of  morality ;  but  the 
comfort  and  benefit  that  will  redown  to  us ;  it  is  for 
lis  to  believe  and  know,  that  Jesus  Christ  was  in  the 
state  of  mortality,  and  is  the  only  God  and  everlast- 
ing Father.  So  that  the  happiness  that  will  be  unto 
us,  it  is  to  know  and  believe  that  he  is  the  onlv  God, 
and  everlasting  Father;  but  whether  he  knew  himself 
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to  be  80  at  that  time,  it  is  not  tnucb  materiaL  Yet 
it  is  my  &itli»  that  he  did  not  know  ;  but  my  happH 
ness  is,  that  I  know  him  to  be  so :  and  as  for  the 
apostles  knowing  him  to  be  the  only  God,  it  is  not 
much  matter  neither ;  but  that  happiness  that  is  in 
the  faith  in  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  is  to  know 
more  of  the  true  God  than  they  did. 

You  likewise  say,  for  the  most  part  you  pitch  upon 
this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  and  do  begin  to  close  in 
faith  with  those  six  principles  which  are  treated  on 
by  me;  and  further  you  say,  you  have  had  such 
strugglings  and  strivings  in  your  mind  about  your 
former  worship,  and  until  you  could,  in  somt  mea*- 
sure  resolve  to  close  with  me^  there  was  nothing  but 
trouble  and  vesa|;ion  in  your  souL 

/iFturthenpore  you  say  you  have  gone  ta  the  church 
by  fits;  but  now  you  are  r^olved  to  leave  it  bff; 
though  you  look  for  nothing  else  but  great  sufferings: 

Ai9  to  this  I  say,  it  is  well  that  you  do  for  tfab  mtost 
pact  pitch  your  faith  upon  these  six  principles;:  and 
it  would  be  better  far  you  if  you  did  venture  your 
whole  soul  upon  t^em« 

Andas  for  the  strugglings  in  your  mind^a3k>ut  woru 
ship,  thare  ooald  be  no  othej*  thing  expected ;  foorno 
Ann  can  serve  two  masters^  For  if  the  worship;  vf 
God  in  Spirit. and.  truth  be. the  true  worship,  that 
will  yield  peice  to  tho  mind,  a&  is.  held  forth  by  this 
tominussion  of  the  Spirit,  then^  ofn^essity,  thewori 
ship  ofthenation  niiWt  nee&ube.false,  aiid  sbproduc«i 
nothing  but  trouble.  Forifthe  wionhipof  Uientttibn 
w^Mild  givepeace  to  theoiind^  ami  the  as6uranc6^of 
eternal  life,  then  jbouM  I  haipe.faund.it  when  nii^ 
zeal  was  in  it,  and  many  inore  that  can  experience'it 
as  well  as  myself,;  wlio.hav^  believed  in  this  commis- 
sioiitdf  the  Spirit;  ;      , 
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Further  you  say,  that,  come  what  will  come,  you 
will  venture  your  salvatioD  upon  this  commission  of 
the  Spirit ;  and  that  you  do  feel  those  strugglings 
which  you  fDrmerly  had,  to  cease. 

Also  you  say,  be  this  truth,  or  no,  that  we  hare 
declared,  you  cannot  help  it;  but  must  now,  from 
that  seed  within  you,  venture  upon  it,  in  pitching 
your  faith  upon  this  commission  of  the  Spirit*  * 

And  further  you  say,  if  it  prove  a  rock,  then  you 
shall  be  happy,  and  your  soul  will  stand  for  ever; 
and  if  I  be  a  true  prophet,  then  shall  you  be:  safe,  and 
all  those  that  have  believed  it. 

To  this  I  say,*  it  is  well  for  you  that  there  is  such 
a  resolution  wrought  in  you,  aa  to  venture  your  soul 
upon  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  come  what  will 
come.  For  this  I.  say  to  you,  that  nothing  venture, 
nothing  have :  for  if  there  be  no  salvation  in  this, 
there  was  nevca:  none  in  any ;  so  that  eternal  life  is 
but  a  thing  ventured.  For  if  God  doth  speak  to  a 
man,  we  that  do  not  hear  him  speak,  yet  do  believe 
that  man  speaketh  truth,  who  saith  Grod  spake  to  him, 
we  must  venture  our  salvation  on  his  words,  ebe  no 
peace  will  arise  out  of  the  heart.  This  hath  been 
God's  practice  of  old  to  prophets  and  apostles  ;  and 
happy  have  they  been  that  did  believe  them,  and 
vaitured  their  salvation  upon  their  bare  words. 

And  so  it  is  now  by  John  Reeve  and  myself,  we 
being  the  last  two  chosen  witnesses  of  God ;  and 
whoever  doth  venture  their  salvation  upon  this  com- 
mission of  the  Spirit,  shall  not  miss  of  eternal  life,  no 
more  than  those  did  that  depended  upon  Jesus  Christ 
himself ;  so  that  true  faith  in  the  thing  will  make  your 
strugglings  cease,  as  with  relation  to  eternal  salvation  ^ 
neither  can  you,  nor  any  other,  hdp  their  believinr  in 
it,  but  happy  are  those  that  are  so  caught,  and  mat 
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venture  their  souls  upon  it»  it  will  prov^  a  rock  in- 
deed, and  safe  will  those  be  who  truly  build  upon  the 
commission  of  the  Spirit,  in  that  they  believe  us  to  be 
true  prophets*  We  are  as  true  as  truth  can  make  us; 
and  it  is  by  faith  that  I  myself  do  stand,  and  it  is  by 
faith  that  you,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  believers  do 
stand.  For  there  is,  nor  can  be,  no  surer  ataoding,  as 
to  things  of  eternity,  but  by  faith  :  so  that  you  that 
believe  shall  fare  as  well  as  I  myself;  and  if  any  would 
be  more  sure  than  I  myself,  they  must  seek  it  where 
they  can  find  it,  which  I  am  sure  is  no  where  to  be 
founds  but  in  believing  in  them  that  Grod  hath  sent: 

.  You  say  the  Ughtof  life,  which  floweth  from  the  in-* 
terpretation  of  Scripture,  you  of  late  have  tasted  of, 
in  that  you  have  believed  us  to  be  true  prophets ;  and 
that  is  a.  true  commission  which  hath :  proved,  to  a 
refreshing  of  heart  unto  you,  and  so  becomes  water  <^ 
life  unto  your  soul,  and  makes  you  to  see  the  truth  of 
our  doctrine.  : 

Aho  you  say,  tho'  your  faith  be  but  weak,  add  your 
knowledge  but  small,  yet  doth  it  put  forth  its  hand 
towards  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  and  i$  willing 
to  make  itself  known  unto  me,  that  so  it  may  receive 
refreshments  from  me,  as  it  hath  already  recei?ed  some 
golden  oil,  which  doth  so  chear  and  gW  your  h«art, 
that  you.  would  not  part  with  it  for  all  the  world  ;  fcwr 
you  do  perceive  now  that  you  do  receive  it  in  the  love 
of  it.  So  thiS'  I  say,  that  the  true  interpretation  of 
Scriptures  is  light  and  life  unto  the  soul  of  man.  For 
the  Scriptures,  when  they  were  spoken  by  men  who 
were  inspired  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  their  words,  were 
spirit  and  life  ; .  and  the  true  interpretajtion  .of  them 
is  as  water  of  life  unto. those  that  undonttand  theim.^; 
;  s .  For  the  same  Spirit  of  inspiration  that  sipake  .tlyem, 
4idput  life  into  them,  so  that  no  niail  can  truly  in? 
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terpret  them  but  such  as  have  the  same  spirit  of  re« 
velation  as  those  that  spake  them.  So  that  true 
interpretation  of  Scripture  will  be  as  water  of  life^  as 
the  speaking  of  them  was  spirit  and  life  :  for  in  the 
Scriptures  is  the  assurance  of  eternal  tife  to  be  fbund^ 
and  no  where  else ;  only  this^  they  must  have  a  true 
interpreter,  whieh  none  can  but  those  whom  God 
hath  chosen  for  that  purpose.  So  that  it  will  be 
happy  for  all  those  that  truly  understand  the  inter- 
pretation of  Scriptures,  which  I  perceive  you  do ; 
whiclK  have  yielded  you  some  refreshings  of  heart 
untoyou^  and  your  weak  faith  may  grow  to  be  strcmg, 
and  your  small  knowledge  may  come  to  be  great ;  and 
then  will*  your  refreshings  of  heart  oTerflow/and  con* 
tiDually  spring  as  a  rivdr  of  living  waters.  For  the 
•eed  of  fiuth  is  a  well  that  is  never  dry  wheii  it  is  built 
upoii  a  rock ;  for  when  a  commission  doth  sniite  the 
rock,  by  giving  the  true  interpretation  of  Scripture, 
there  will  come  water  of  life  out  of  it ;  especially 
iHbeji'  iC  is  received  in  the  love  of  it.  As  you  say  you 
do ;  it  will  be  as  golden  oil  to  glad  your  heart,  and 
water  of  life  to  quench  the  thirst^ of  sin,  which  is  of 
more  value  than  can  be.  expressed.  For  there  is  no 
balnA  but  in  Gi}ead,  even  a  personal  God-Man,  Christ 
Jesus^  whicb none  could,  ot  can,  declare,  but  us  the 
w&nesses  of  the  Spirit.  And  hapjpy  will  it  be  for  all 
those  that  venture  their  souls  upon  the  declaration^ 
and  dootrine  of  us,  the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit 

Vott  fuither  say,  before  you  did  receive  it  in  the 
head,  but  now  say  you  it  goes  down  into  the  h^art; 
and  so  your  soul  begins  to  deave  td  the  doctrine  «s^ 
eternal  life^  and  to  cleave  to  me  fts  the  only  prophet 
to^shew  the  way  to  this  life  eternal/    i         . 

And  in  the  latter  part  of  your  letter  you  say  you 
should  be  glad  if  you  might  receive  one  letter  jlrom 
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mOf  but  es[>ecially  to  hear  that  your  CQntlitioin  is  a 
condition  erf  safety,  which  would  be  more  joy  to  me 
than  all  the  ivorld's  riches ;  because  you  believe,  me 
.to  he  a  true  prophet,  and  so  are  able  to  judge  and 
discerivbetween  faith  and  reason. 
'  As  to  this  I  shall  say  but  little;  only,  this,  I  am 
glad,  even  foriyour  own  sabe,  that  truth  did  not  only 
remain  in  your  head,  but  is  gone  down  into  the  heart; 
which  I  make  no  question  but  it  will  take  deep  root 
there,  which  will  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit, 
even  the  fruits  of  faith,  which  is  love  to  God,  peace 
of  mind,  obedience  to  his  worship  in  spirit  and  truth, 
and  unto  the  assurance  of  eternal  life,  which  is  no 
where  to  be  found  now,  but  in  the  doctrine  of  the 
true  God  and  the  right  devil,  which  islield  forth  and 
^declared  by  us,  the  chosen  witnesses  of  the  Spirit : 
unto  which  you  have  given  sufficient  testiitiony  of 
your  faith  in  it,  and' that  you  do  cleave  to  the  doc- 
trine and  to  me,  as  the  only .  true  prophet  to  shew 
you  the  way  to  Vernal  life.  . 

And  as  for  your  condition  being  a  condjition  of 
safety :  to  that  I  say  your  condition  is  a  safe  con- 
dition ;  and  whoever  byildeth  upon  this  rock,  even  this 
con^mission  of  the  Spirit,  shall  never  fail.  And  for 
your  further  satisfaction,  that  your  joy  may  encrease, 
and  be  established  to, enable  you  to  suffer  in  the  day 
of  trial  when  it  doth  come, 

I  do  pronounce  you  one; of  the  blessed  of  the  Lord, 
l^of;h  in  soul  and  body  to  eternity^  which  is  of  more 
•peace  than  the  tongue  of  iq^  can  ejcpress.  > , 

*    *^'  Written  by  me^ 

r  LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON, 

The  Prophet  iof  the  Most  High  Gody  Hhe  Man  Christ 

-  *** **'••    JeiminOl&rt/r       '^  '"  •     ' 
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And  as  for  the  book  I  am  aboilt^  H  will  more  won*- 
derfully  open  the  Godhead  of  Christ,  than  ail  that 
hath  been  said  before  by  us,  with  many  other  mys- 
1:erious  things  opened  in  the  book  of  the  reVelationr, 
which  were  not  made  known  to  u&  before,  even  almost 
all  the  chief  heads  in  the  book  of  the  itevelation,  ex- 
cept those  that  I  have  treated  on  already;  but  I 
suppose  it  will  be  towards  £a8ter  before  I  can  accom- 
plish it,  and  when  it  iir^B^y  you  and  your  brother 
fibali  hear  of  it  And  in  the  mean  time  my  love  to 
•your  brother. 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLITTON. 


The  ptophet  Lodowkkt  Mnggletdn'^  Letter  to  WUliam 
Cieve^  near  Camhridge^  1665. 

WILLIAM  CLEVE,  I  t^ceived  your  letter  by 
'"  your  brother,  dated  March  the  3d,  16(fe,  which  Unes 
I  am  very  sttrry  to  hear  or  rfiid;  though  I  have 
heat-d  much  more  than  you  relate,  but  I  never  did 
love  to  hear  of  other  folks  sins,  but  always  love  to 
hear  of  their  righteousness ;  but  messengers  of  God 
are  always  troubled  with  other  people's  sins  more 
than  with  their  own,  deither  have  thesin^  of  others 
been  a  small  disgrace  and  disparagement  to  me,  be- 
<!ause  they  own  me  upon  a  spiritual  account,  to  ttiat 
I  even  could  wish  I  had  never  been  a  messenger  of 
God  ;  yet  I  knowing  it  was  the  portion  of  my  Lord 
himself,  and  others  of  his  messengers,  to  bear  the 
shame  and  reproach  of  the  sins  of  others,  I  am  made 
the  better  able  to  do  the  ^anie ;  fbf  the  shame  and 
reproach  of  other's  sins  doth  reflect  upon  me  and  all 
in  my  condition,  yet  the  punishment  of  sin  will  be  to 
them  that  act  it    And  whereas  ydil^bay  yon  vras 
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drunk  with  wine  and  beer,  and  upon  that  you  com^ 
mitted  adultery,  to  that  I  say,  if  it  had  been  but  an 
act  of  drunkenness,  or  a  bare  act  of  adultery,  though 
they  are  both  wicked  acts,  yet  they  would  have  beep 
more  tolerable  of  forgiveness  than  this  act  of  yours 
was  ;  for  you  acted  with  one  that  was  neither  maid, 
widow  n6r  wife,  but  a  common  wbore ;  and  not  only 
SO5  but  a  defiled  whore,  defiled  with  the  pox,  for  she 
ia  now  in  the  ho^tal  for  cure,  jand  3rou  having  to 
do  with  her,  you  have  received  of  the  same  diseases 
with  her  ;  for  Doctor  Powell  doth  affirm  you  have  it,, 
but  not.  quite  cured*  Also  he  doth  upbraid  Mr. 
Forti  me»  and  all  the  belieren  that  own  me ;  saying 
this  is, their  £aith,  they  can  ^t  the  pox  and  thea 
come  to  me  -to  be  cured  ;  he  speaking  this  to  Mr* 
Newsome  and  you«  so  that  we  are  all  ashamed  to 
own  such  believers ;  that  so  this  commission  is, 
mightily  ashamed  by  those  things  lying  heavy  on  us 
all.  But  I  have  no  occasion  to  aggravate  your  sins, 
but  would  rather  have  smothered  it,  neither  should  I 
have  discovered  it  to  any,  though  the  cry  of  it  hath 
been  sounded  in  my  ears  by  others ;  yet  I  stopped 
even  my  ears  against  it,  as  one  not  willing  to  hear, 
and  the  reason  why,  because  you  own  truth  ;  but  had 
not  the  power  of  truth  in  you,  which  power  I  could 
not,  nor  cannot  give  if  it  be  not  planted  in  your  na*- 
ture.  I  cannot  help  that,  and  as  for  my  speaking 
peace  to  your  troubled  soul,  I  would  to  God  I  could 
do  so,  afid  be  justified  in  my  own  conscience ;  but  I 
cannot  cipeak  peace  to  sins  of  that  nature,  though 
your  sin  is  not  that  unpardonable  «in  which  can  never 
-be  forgiven  in  the  world  to  come.  But  your  sin  is 
More  hard  to  be  forgiven  in  this  world,  than  the 
other ;  for  the  sins  you  have  acted  it  carries  the  curse 
tuMiediately  along  with  it  all  the  days  of  a  man's 
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4ife ;  butrthe  other  aforesaid  may  do  trell  enougti  in 
this  life  ;  but  tihe!  curse  will  follow  hereafter.  So 
that  this  is  all  that  I  can  sajr  unto  you^  that  for  my 
part  I  shall  neither  justify  jou  nor*  ootidemn^  you ; 
neither  will  God  condemn  you  himself  for  it ;  but  if 
you*  can  by  your  faiths  repentance  and  >  newness  of 
life,  encoimter  with  your  sin,  and  recover  the  peace 
of  your  conscience^  arid  the  health  of  your  body,  I 
shall  be  very,  glad  you  may;  for  dn  is  a  strong 
enemy.  £ 


•  So  I  must  leave  your^&iih  and  the  guilt  oi  your 
sin  to  strive  together,  and  which  getteth  the  victory, 
will  be  Lord  ;  and  so  I  rest  in  sorrow  for  you, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
J  Muggleton,   to  Mrs.  Ellen  Sudbury^  London,   Febf 
10,  1665. 

•  :  Dear  Friend  in  the  tiemal  Truth,  Ellen  Stdbkry,      / . 


.  y 


I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  but  when  it  was 
written  I  know  not,  being  not  dated  ;  but  however, 
I  am  glad  to  see  your  own  hand-writing,  and  more 
glad  to  hear  of  your  health,  and  of  yourhusbvid's 
health  also.  Likewise,  it  is  no  small  comfort  to  me, 
to  hear  that  vou  are  so  sensible  of  the  beaefit  you 
•have  received  by  believing  in  the  true  God,  and  that 
peace  and  satisfaction  you  do  find  in  the  death  of 
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God.:  and  as  you  sajn  Jiooe  can  take  it  fi^oiit  you ; 
indeed  none;  can  take  it  from  you;  for  yoiir  faith 
being  .built  upon  that  rock»  all  the  powers!  of  bell 
cannot  prevail  against  it^  not  so  n^uch  as  to  raise  a 
doubt,  or  a  question  within  you,  as  concerning  your 
eternal  happiness*  Thfe  experience  doth  teach  me 
the  truth  of  it,  and  so  I  believe  it  doth  you,  with 
divets  others  also.  And  this  true  faith  in  you,  it  will 
be  as  a  well  springing  up  to  eternal  life,  which  will 
cause  your  peace  and  joy  to  fill  up,  and  overflow,  slnd 
run  over ;  which  thing  is  hid,  the  knowledge  of  it, 
from  all  people  in  the  world ;  but  only  those  that 
build  their  faith  upon  a  true  commission.  And  this 
I  may  spieak  further  for  your  comfort^  that  thkis  the 
best  time  for  the  seed  of  faith  tp  Jiye  in,  as  hath  been 
since  the  creation  of  the  world,  notwithstanding  the 
many  troubles  that  are  in  the  world  at  this  day,  and 
more  troubles  are  yet  like  to  ensue.  But  happy  are 
those  which  have  a  peace  which  the  world  cannot 
ffiye.  Foi:  as  many  prophets  Mid  righteous  men  did 
desire  to  see  that  day  as  the  apostles  did,  v^hen  Christ 
was^  upon  earth,  so  I  say  many  of  the  holy  and, elect 
;seedv:that  have  died  these  ;fowrt^Di  hundred. yie^rs, 
h^ye 'd^ired  to  see  that  day  which  we  see,,  ^ut  could 
not;  for  what  happine^  ctm  be  gresater  unto  naaq, 
thaq  to  know  his  eternal  happiness  in  this  life  ?,  wt^c^ 
thing  cannot  be  made  known  but.by  a^copupiasion 
frjom  God :  so  that  now  h  th€(  b^t  time,  in  relation 
to  truth,  that  ever  shall  be  to  the  .world's  end.  ;  ;  r 
So,  being  in  haste,  I  shall  tak^  leave^  having  UtfJe 
,or  no  temporal  news^  oply  tiu§,  .th^,  sickness  i?  veiy 
little  now  in  London ;  but  it  is apposed  this  sumine;r 
.will  produce  n^i^ch  trouble  Qth^rways,  both  by  se?i 
and  land ;  but  time  iirill  shew.  tiiQ  ^ecjts  what  th^y 
will  be* 
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So  I  »ball  saj  no  more,  only  my  love^  with  my 
wife's  love,  remembered  to  yourself,  and  to  your 
husband  ;  supposing  you  have  received  John  White's 
letter  before  now ;  I  rest  and  remain. 

Your  friend  in  the  true  faith, 

r 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Lonipm,  Ftinary  10, 1660. 


A  Copy  of  a  LsUtr  vritien  by  the  Prophet  Ltnlpwicke 
Muggktm^  to  Mrs.  Dorotfnf  Carter,  of  Chesler/teld, 
bearing  date  Feb.  7,  16(55. 

Dear  Friend,  parotky  Carter, 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  about  two  Weeks  ago 
concerning  a  young  man,  called  John  Matten ;  indeed 
I  have  been  so  busy  about  a  troublesome  business  for 
a  friend  ever  since,  so  that  I  could  not  spare  time  to 

F've  yon  an  answer,  neitlier  is  it  yet  quite  ended,  but 
suppose  that  thb  week  it  will ;  yet  because  I  would 
not  have  you  stay  too  long,  I  slmll  give  you  an  answer 
Its  short  as  I  cto. 

First,  I  perceive  this  young  man's  heart  was  not 
right,  when  he  said  to  Thomas  Marsden,  that  the  devil 
had  his  mysteries,  as  well  as  Gcid  had  his  iiiysteries. 
The  thine  wiasti'ueeiioueH,  but  I  perceive  the  words 
proceeded  from  A  taaughty  heart,  or  seed  ;  that 
is  to  say,  those  words  were  spoken  in  way  of  vilifying, 
or  slighting  the  mjrstery  of  God.  But  to  let  that  pass : 
I  perceive  he  was  snutten  a  little  upon  it,  but  did 
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recover  his  peace  again.  But  after  this,  I  perceire^ 
he  being  in  league  with  a  maid^  who  was  contrary 
inindecl,  yet,  for  fear  of  iosing  her  \o^e,  add  her 
friendS)  and  his  awn  friends  lave^  and  feafs  of  per-^ 
secution  together,  thd  temptatioa  of  these  things  did 
cause  him  to  go  to  church,  even  against- th^  light  of 
his  6wti  conscience,  and  sa  withdrew  his  affections 
from  you,  which  formerly  h6:had. : 

Now  I  say  these  are  sad  omensi  or  signs  t  for  ti'oth 
is  a  straight  and  narrow  way,  yet  the  seed  of  faith 
may  easily  go  through  this  narrow  gate;  that  is,  kee(> 
the  heart  entire  to  the  doctrine  and  worship  of  this 
commission  of  the  Spirit. 

Thirdly^  I  perceive  he  is  afraid  he  is  not  of  the  elect 
seed,  ana  that  if  he  were  sure  of  his  eternal  Imppiaess, 
he  would  not  matter  the  maid,  nor  any  of  the  suffer^ 
ings  of  this  world,  and  such  like. 

Indeed  I  cannot  blame  the  man  for  making  such  a 
sure  bargain  with  God,  that  if  God  would  give  htm 
eternal  life  in  one  hand,  and  the  losses  of  the  worlds 
and  the  things  he  doth  affect,  in  the  other  haitd,  I 
confess  then,  if  he  shouid  refuse  eternal  life,  and 
embrace  the  other^  he  would  be  counted  a  very  ibol  t 
but  it  was  always  God's  practice  to  propound  unto 
mm  and  #omen,  that  if  tbey  would^fioroake  fiither  and 
mother,  brother  ami  s»ier,  nay^  wile  and  children^ 
for  his  sake,  then  they  should  mceive  cterpal  life.^ 

So  that  Man  must  ibrsake  ail  those'  things  that 
offend  the  conscience  for  it)!  and  trust  unto  God  who4 
ther  he  will  give  uietenn^l  lifebt  to,  and  not  that  he 
should  give  us  the  assurance  of  eternal  life  first,  fivl 
who  is  it  but  they  would  forsake  this  worlds  so  they 
might  have  a  better  bargain  first  ?  ^t  msLU  tnust 
9«e  God  tiu^  heart  first,  aad  trait  teOoA for  the  ie- 
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ward,  ^and  no  doubt  but  God  will  gi^e  men  a  better 
things  for  he  is  faithful  and  true. 

.And  as  for  his  marrying  one  of  this  faith,  let  that 
&11  how  it  will,  you  need  not  matter  that,  if  the:$eed 
within  him  doth  not  lead  him  to  it,  let  him  alone  in 
that  matter ;  and  as  for  the  trouble  of  his  miod»  aad 
his  fear  of  the  loss  of  heaven,  I  cannot  see  how  it  can 
be  otherwise;  for  when  a  man  shall  seem  to  rjeceive 
truth,  and  rejoice  in  it  foi^  a  season,  and  afterwards 
fkll  awaj'for  fear  of  some  loss  of  friends,  and  pecsecu* 
tion;  smd  not  only  so,  but  worship  contraiy  to  the 
light  of  his  conscience  :  I  say,  these  things  will  caude 
trouble  of  heart  enough,  and  his  condition  bad 
enough* 

,  AikI  as  for  my  administering  to  him:  to  this  J  say, 
that  I  cannot  tell  how  to  administer  comfort  Unto  him, 
not  for  the  present  in  this  thing,  so  likewise  I. shall 
Adbunister  no  discomfort;  but  in  regard  he  hath  not 
NfiAed  the  iinpardonable  sin,  though  his  sija  waa  very 
liigh  it ;  therefore  I  shall  leave  it  to  the  s6ed  within 
him  to  work  it  out ;  so  that  I  shall  neither  help  him 
in  it,  nor  disable  him  to  encounter  with  it ;  but  if  he 
hie  of  the  true  seed,  he  will  overcome  it  in  time,  and 
be  settled  in  the  truth; and  peace  of  his  mind. 
j  Thiri  ds  the  considemtion  1  hiave  of  your  letter*  and 
pfjhis- condition,  and/  tu^cordiugly  you.  may  deinean 
yoursdtf  in  your  judgment  tmd  carriage  to  hitn,  aayoi;! 
$bdll  .see!  how  the  seed  doth  work  in  hinii,  eiti»er  for 
peace  or  troublejineither  do  you  provoke  him  to 
^titeto  me,;bu;t  Jet  things  proceed  from  himself  what 
he'is  moYisd  Yiinfco.        1  .  >;      ; 

-  >1  viteivtA' yhvt  dauglitiec's,letlen,-diited:Eebruary 
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10,  with  the  letter  inclosed  to  Mrs*  Ward,  and  ac- 
cordingly I  delivered  it  unto  her,  and  I  receive^  of 
her  tn^etity  shillings  according  tb  your  ^e^re^'  I  shall 
pay  the\ thirty  shillings  in  Gf^acechurch^treet  as  soo  n 
as  I  can  meet  with  the  party.  Also  I  .marvel  you 
speak  never  a  word  whether  your  mother  received 
[Elizabeth  Slater's  book,  with  a  letter  by  the  carrier 
of  Chesterfield.  It  was  sent  about  a  month  ago. 
:  I /confess  I  received  this  letter  from  you  J  concern- 
ing John  Gratton,  about  that  time  you  should  have 
received  the  book;^  so  I  did  expect  to  have  heard  of 
the  k*eceiviog  of  it  in  the  next,  but  I  heard  not  a  word 
Off  it>;' but  I  hope  it  doth  not  miscarry,  though  men<^ 
tiomtig  of  it  be  forgotten.  .  ; 

i>]  Sot  not  to  trouble,  you  any  further,  only  my  love  to 
yourself,  and  all  other  friends  with  you*    We  are  all 
pretty  well  here  at  London  at  present. 
•    .    '.      .        .      ;  ,  .  ,  '        ^    ^     .   -.     '  /  J 

So  i;  rest  and  remain  your  friend  in  the  true  faith, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

:l^(ioi/Februarjfi7^  1665. 


i  Weishali  be  glad  to  see  your  daughter  according  to 
theitiifeyou  sj>cak  of. 


Z 
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A  Cpfy  of  [a  tetfer  mitten  by  the  Prpphet  Lado^pfJae 
Muggietfin  t^  Charles  Ci&ae^  a  Beiwver  cfJhe  Omt 
mission  of  the  Spirit,  Iknng  then  neirt*  unto  Cambridge: 

ha^  IHrieni  CImkM  Ck^e^ 

.,  .  I  HAVE  perused  your  lines  concerning  your 
}>rot:her»  and  as  for  the  writing  or  speaking  himself^  I 
maitler  it  not^  biit  Jike  it  the  better  that  jou  luoriteiit^ 
to  I, know  the  better  that  yjQu.  are  hbt.  ignorant  bo^ 
things  are.  witl^  binii  though  I  knew  n^ore  of  tUe;bii^-» 
ness  before  than  he  hath  related  to.  yon^  or  tl^tyou 
dp  yet  know,  as  you  will  perceive  in  these  lines  to 
him..  »  !.;•,,''•    :;*  ■. 

And  because  you  may  not  think  it  stmnge  that  Ji 
will  nor  cannot  speak  peace  to  him,  as  I  have  done 
tp  others,  Jou  may  know,  that  I  never  kntewi  jfcy  sin 
like  unto  this,  5>ince  I  knew  truth,  but  Mr.  Nusom^s 
on\y.  But  when  I  considere<}  that  Nusom  got  his 
mischief  before  he  came  to  own  truth,  besides,  it  was 
hid  from  my  eyes  that  he  hacj  t^iCrppJ^jj  but  jt^  went 
under  the  name  of  canker ;  for  had  1  known  what  it 
had  been,  and  by  what  means  he  got  it,  I  would  not 
hjiye  fipoken  pea'cei  linto  him^r^^let  ihis;  re()bnti3mc6  be 
ever  so  true  or  great;  but  my  ^o?4'^>>^f^^^''^ 
could  not  call  it  back  again  when  I  did  know  of  it ; 
for  sins  of  this  nature  are  not  common,  for  those  sins 
always  carry  the  curse  with  them  :  so  that  I  cannot 
speak  peace  to  such  sort  of  sinners  if  I  know  it :  for 
these  two  men  owning  of  me  hath  brought  more  dis- 
grace to  me  and  this  commission,  than  all  the  sins  of 
all* the  believers  in  England  besides ;  and  not  only  to 
me,  but  to  all  others  of  the  same  faith :  so  that  I  am 
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vc^ry  sorry  fotyou  aFsa,  in  tTiat  yoiih  affiftiitions  are  re^- 
laBed  tA  him  by'llie  bdnd  oF  nature  a:s*w^n  as  <yf  pro^ 
fession,  and  the  more  in  that  no  balni  can  cure  that 
sore  but  the  blood  of  God.  And  his' faith  must  arise 
out  of  its  own  seedy  and  be  very  strong,  else  that 
wo6tid  sin  ha£h  made  will  not  be  cured.  So  that  I 
shall  neither  judge  him  to  be  of  the  right  seed,  nor,  of 
the  reprobate  seed,  but  should  be  glad  he  might  re- 
cover the  peace  of  his  mind  by  feith,  soberness,  and 
chastity ;  for  if-he  can  da  that,  it  will  dth  well,  for  no 
such  gross  sinners  will  go  unpunished  in  this  life. 
Aad  whereas,  you  say  he  is , resolved  to  persevere  i,ti 
the  heVm  ofmh  conttnissibn  though  he  pterishw     ; 

TTothftt I  sAy^  there  is  no  dangfer  of  perishiftg  in 
tb^^betief.  of  trotii,.  biif  ft  preservatioii  and  telessing.  in 
it ;  so  that  for  my  part,  I  had  rather  no  inan  should 
believe  it  but  myself  alone,  if  they  should  perish  by 
it ;  for  si niiers  cannot  say  they  lose  by  jtruth,  no  not 
in  this  life,  but  it  is  sin  that  doth  cause  men  to  perish 
in' tbi^Jif<t  and  tba4;' which  is  to  come;  fcir  such  be- 
lievew^  ar e  a  great  disgrace  and  reproach  to  truth; 
^nd/bettecitllmd'been  for.sijch  they  had  never  owned 
ituthi/midfptm'v^ho,  then  should  not  truth  have  been 
dhptj^t^d  Ascmw  it  is.'  But  these  things  nmst  be 
hi>nu^  l^  pHtphetsr  atd  paints;  for  this  1  must  telt 
yfiti^':that  the  doctor  seith,  that  your  brother*s  body 
wto  Aiorieilbul  with  that  cursed  distemper  procored 
byithat  unclean  woman,  far  more  than  sAt»  Nusoib's 
W4i0^.  whiicih  grew  so  long  upon  him. 
'  J:tho<^Jit  good  tb  give  you  a  hint  of  these  things, 
bebatise  I  peordeive  he  hath  made  you  acquainted  withr 
piai^t)QlF  bistiih ;  for  had  not  the  curse  followed  tbe^^ 
W  would  never  have  confessed  it  to  you,  noi!  to  none 
alive;  s^r that  you  may  do  as  you  pleaske»    liet  him 
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hea^  this  letter  J;o  you>  or  not,  which  yoQ  t^hiji^  ^^Or 
y^nienjt,    So  I, shall  say  np  more  at  present;  butr^ 

/  Your  friend  in  the  true  faith, 

LODOWICKE  KUPGLETOK. 

'JLiondorif  Jifarchi&y  1665, 


i'li'i  'III  lidtta    : 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  bt/  the  J^rajph^t^  Zo^wick^ 

MuggletQUy  to  Mr.  Thomas  Tompkvmfk^  of  Stdide^ 

.    hmsey  in  Staffordshire,  heating  J^alUf  torn  Lokdm, 

Mardin,l665.  ■      '^  -;;■■''  '^  •'.';..":'/:"•; .! 

Dear  Frieta  in  the  true  f'aMi  ^onkU  Tonilph/iiofu 

:     ' ,' ;  -  '  ■  '"^ ;  \-  .i  :•  '\  '  M;    .'   •  :  ■■ ... 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  by  a  friend,  William 
Half,i\fhidh  came  lately  from  MVs.  Carter  (it  was 
dated  Feb*  11,  1665,)  and  T  am  glad  to  bear  of  year 
joy  andoon&dehce  in  the  truth!,  and  that  your  wife  is 
so  stedfast  in  the  faith  of  this  comtnis^kinof  the  Spirits 
She  will  lose  nothing  by  it,  neither  ia  tfiis  life,  nor  in 
the  life  to  come,  if  she  hold  out  to  the  end;  neither 
i^eed  you  much  to  wonder  how  much  faith  diould 
hold  all  the  reprobates  in  the  resurrection  to  etCTuity. 
For  I  say  unto  you,  this  earth  is  big  enough  to  hold 
them  a31,  if  th^  were  ten  thousand  4:iroes  ten  tlioiisand 
more  than  tb^e  is,  or  will  be,  at  the^mdof  jt&e  wmid. 
Ibf  consider,  half  the  world  will  beisaved;  odunt<Aih 
dren  of  the  elect  seed,  and  the  reprobate  seed  ji  for  all 
obildiien   will  ibe;  saved  dying  in   thci#i  ^^hildhood  ; 
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tboagb  of  the  reprobate  seed,  they  shall  be  raised  to 
the  same  glory  the  angels  are  in,  from  whence  their 
father,  ^he  >jQ6t  angel,  feJJ.   ,  -.  t 

An4  asibr  your  ^ing  chosen  church  wardeni  the  aext  .  ^ 
year,  my  advice  unto  you  is,  that  if  they  choose  you, 
either  fine,  or  else  hire  a  man  in  your  rooto,  atid  he 
will  take  a  churchwarden^s  oath ;  for  it  is  unlawful 
for  any  believers  to  take  that  oath,  or  to  serve  that 
place  here  in  London.  Any  man  whose  conscvience 
is  tender,  or  not  tender,  niay  either  fine  or  hire, 
which  he  please;  for  there  is  ti^ry  few  plad^  of  this 
nature  in  England,  but  money  will  biiy'ttiehi' but) 
butifimen  will  go  against  the  Hghtof  their  dwd  con- 
sdence  to  jave  Uieir  money  (ils  I  haV'e  krtd^  d^nie 
do)  I  cannot  help  that;  but  it  is  better  to  (^t'wif fir 
silver,  than^^  to  part  wiib  peace  of  ctonsciettfce^;**  - ;  v  /- 
-  I  perceive  yoo  have  received  John  White' si  Jgttet^  j 
io  Iishall  say  nothing  unto  that,  hor  codderiii))gith<d 
thing  you  speak  of  in  yo^r  letteir,  bl^t  I  slieVecfhini 
your  letter,  and  I  suppose  his  l^tt^r  >^o  y<Mi  d<Mh^  spe^ 
cify  sctonetbing  ooncetding  the^thiogyoi;^  speak  ^f. 
Bat  what  contract  is  between'  yon  two  i  knoW  >ri6t; 
but  a  little  glimpse  of  it,  -  so  I^sbalt  leavei  i<!  tot  ^otf 
tiPO'id<trealt;abotat'iltJ'-''l  -f'^'V  i.'^;  .  i;  :  1  /diUv:  i 

This  ]$)aliatprb«ehtpohly:^yl«)ve  to  y^trrfifelfd^^^ 
your.wife/.  add  ihat  Nvis  >are^Hvell;$(tpi[^       ^'tteit 
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J  Copjf  of  a  Letter  witten  by  t^ef  J^ophet  Lodbreicke 
MuggietoTit  to  Mr,  Josepfiffhi^reorthy'a't.l^Sbots- 
Bromefy,  in  Stafordshwe^  beark^S  ^^^  ^f^V  19» 
1665.;  .:    :  .    '■■  ■ 

l\ RECEIVED  a  ktter  from  you,  bearing  date 
April  1§;  1665.  i 

:  J«  j^ur  letter  I  fiQ4  something  of  the  seed. of  faith 
tQ  arista  in  you  cOQceriiing  this  cammissioii  of  the 
SpGit^  though  there  is  not  that  full  satisfaction;  not 
as  yet,  i^  tbei  thisg  dedftred  by/us»  the^  vitnesaes  of 
the  Spirit;  is  thete  isi  in- others,,  who  have imore  ex- 
perience ^  the:  doctrine  of  the  true  God  and '  the  right 
deviU  with  itajpy;  Qther  heavenly  secrets  docbred  by 
us>  tbtai  you  have:  hea^rd  of  yet. 

Nevertheless^  yoUr  fiiith  ihtinoiie  may  arise  to  that 
perleot  aaitujranee  nnd  full  satisfaction  in  your  mtind 
94  it  hathi  io  .many,  icrthdrs  at .  thi$r  day. 

Further,  I  must  tell  you,  that  thfire  bads  not  been 
aiuan  up«dE^  the  ^aj1;h  that ihath. had:  tbeaksuraaice  of 
etefrtal  life  abidingiin.htijaii  not.thii. iSitt yeaw, ; -till 
this  commission  of  the  Spirit  came  forth i. into  tbe 
world, 

'Yet  this  I  sa;y,  maiiy.veaje  saved ithraugh  election 
in  that  time,  but  had  no  assurance  of  it  in  themselves; 
for  this  ift  tile  great  benefit  ^peoI)l^.  have  by  a  com- 
mission, they  do  by  faith  attain  to  the  assurance  of 
their  particular  election,  and  so  .consequently-  to  the 
assurance  of  their  eternal  salvation.  And  it  is  to  be 
attained  to  no  other  way,  but  by  faith  in  him  whom 
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Gifd  doth  tertd :  for  the  ini^  amhas^ors  of  Ood  da 
decl9r0  what  the  true  God  is  in  hi»  form  afad  nature, 
and  what  the  right  devil  is  in  hia  form  and  nature,  the 
plaiM  fupkd  nature  of  heaVeri»  the  place  and  nature  of 
heU».  .the^pi^i^oDS  and  natures  of  an^b,  ^.nd  the 
n^Oftality  of  tl^  soul 

On  the»S: six  principles,  the  knoirtedgeof  them,  de- 
pi^lidtfth  ,$J1  the  etertitkl  iMppineai  of  majikind. 

These  six  principles,  and  many,  more  faeayenly 
4ec!r^,.  which  yei'e  never*  made  kncwn  before  by 
pi^ph^t  Of  Apostle,  are  declared  and  pUbli^ed  by 
i:|s,  th^  ivitnesses  of  the  Spirit,  in  those  writings  set 
fbjfth  b^  us.  , 

And  as  ^ou  say,  if  you.had  Iceftd  them  all,  modtof 
your  queries*  if  not  all,  would  have  been  answered. 

But  I  perceive  you  have  had  but  a.  little  of  themj 
and  hpw  the  case  is  with  you, 

I  shfdll  ^e  so  much  pains  a$  to  give,  answer  to  ymii 
^i^rie^,  though  there  is  greater,  thingpjn  print,  and 
that  which  will  satisfy  the  he$rt  of  man  if  understood. 

But  to  satisfy  your  desire,  I  shall  answer  71s.  foW 
lowje^:  .  .,■    .  ,'...;,;.•.     :■  .':  ;;..  .   <    '. 

First.qnery  is,  WbiBther)Qo<ij:hfttb.  elected laofaie 
men  |,n4  .'^omen  to  eternali^ppioi^,  andliteprobhtod 
others  untQ endless, miSftSyi/Or^ifltpK')  .    .:.-...  . :;  i    I 

Answer.  As  to  this  I  say,;;That  Qft^ktHh  elActed 
9ome;raen  and  womfiin^to  ^t£xna|:happiQC)}s^;tod  k«- 
probated  others  to  ^diess  mi^l^.     >m //     d 

Thbwas  the  faith  of  JV(osc9S^,.,the  prophets  atid 
apostles;  ^^o  it  is  the^^faiiJa  pC  v/i$  tj^e  MpfmHb of 
the  3pirit:    for  Qod;g^i^  ,ijaitp,,Ji(foseP,  f\xfULh>ime 

W<^''.  u]  1  .  'ioi.'.'l  .i;.;>  .:■>     ■  .:',;LA 'io  <.:<>«  Oil.' 

This  -:^8ft  spo^ept  m  jrgl#i<^;tp  Phajr^^h^  gpd  .<|9  rcr: 
^ePjavv»:j8ff»eifc .  smd  withrel^qn  to  Jacob  4m4  iBiau. 
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Therefol'^  it  is  that ;  the  ap65llb  Paul  dotb  instance 
Jacdb  abd'>£$au,  to- those  Jews  id  hi«  timb  that  did 
qtiestiiM  XJiid^s  election.    :    :  '/:.:. 

':  Ali  tbei  aipostles  preached  cf  election^  but  mors 
especially  -the  apostle  Paul  doth  use  many  ai^mentB 
for  it,  as  may  be  read  in  the  epistle  to  the  Romans ; 
Mt\adt  ftfe^'tras  mighty ^troing  in  his^  fqith  for  election 
and  repbodbdtion;  for  who  s&alll  lay  any  thitig  to  this 
charge  otfGod^s  elect?        -  /.    . 

/  iSo  thari  yott^tmist  mind^  tbtt  if  there  be  A  nnttbe^ 
of  pbo[ile  eleptbd  of  God,  there  must  of  necessity  .thd 
other  ntunber  of  people  be.  reprobated  of  God ;  for  if 
all  were  elected,  what  need  there  be  any-  talk  of  re^ 
prdbationy  or  eternal  damttation^ 

And  if  attyi  shalt  say'it  was  a^tethporal  reprobatidn; 
^B.mBiiy  bai^' done. 

To  that  I  say,  the  election  and  reprobation  the 
Scripture  speoketh  of^  it  was  altogether  in  relation  to 
bi  spiritual  and  eternal  happiness;  for  if  God  loved 
Jacob  and  his  seed>  and  hated  Esaii  and  bis  seed, ^  hie 
was  reprobated.  '-     ^         -     .    . 

So  that  there  is  two  seeds,  namely,  the  iseed  of 
AdamJ  abd!  the  seed  of  >*the  serpent ;  Esau  being  the 
teridfof  I  th^  serpent,  I ^th^refote  reprobated  j  Jacob 
being  the  seed  o^  %hfe  iWomfeto,  that  is,  the  sefed  of 
Ijkdamv  <ihei<efoi^eJedtyd:    .        .  • . 

-  'S<l> itha* 'there. being*  two  *s^s,  there  must  needs 
be  election  and  reproba^oh^  for  both  cannot  be  saved. 
This  wat  ;tbfe^ ^ith  ^of  Ihe  ^ophets  and  apostles,  and 
is>thft-feith'of4«  the  witriessesoftlie  Spirit.  '^f^' 

•^  ^^coto^  ^uery.  -And  as'for  thote  Who  are-  so  electfedj 
Vtteth A- fey  generation  ttcifordihg^t^  birtW  wbV  are 
the  sons  of  Adam  to  eternal  felicity,  and  those  ykith 
are  the  son^  of  Cain  to  endless  miserjf^  or  ndt?      - 
•    Answer-  'To  this  I  sayV  That  the  dectton  of  God 
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it  Jieth  m  the  seed  ;  that  is,  the  seed  of  faith.  Who 
arc  the  sohs  of  Adam,  are  all  elected ;  for  all  the 
seed  of  Adam,  Which  do  become  persons,  so  as  to  be 
bom,  they  are  all  elected.  Only  this  is  to  be  minded, 
that  election  comes  by  generation;  not  that  God 
doth  elect  persons  after  they  are  born,  but  in  the 
seed :  so  that  when  the  seed  of  faith  doth  get  the 
pre-eminency  in  the  conception,  and  so  a  man  ot 
woman  comes  to  be  born,  they  may  be  said  to  be  of 
the  elect  seed4  But  no  person  can  know  his  parti- 
cular person  elected,  but  by  feith  in  the  true  God  ^ 
which  true  God  cannot  be  known  but  by  a  prophet, 
as  Moses,  the  prophets^  and  apostles,  and  us  the  wit^ 
nesses  of  the  Spirit,  who  were  chosen  witnesses  of  God* 
.  So  that  election  comes  by  generation,  but  no  man 
or  woman  can  know  they  are  of  the  elect  seed  but  by 
believing  in  those  messengers  whom  God  doth  send ; 
and  their  doctrine  and  declaration  being  true,  the  be- 
lievers of  them  do  come  to  the  certain  assurance  of 
their  election,  both  in  the  seed  and  of  their  persons. 
So  likewise  it  is  on  the  contrary  with  the  reprobate ; 
tliat  is,  when  the  seed  of  reason  gets  the  upper-hand 
in  the  conception,  and  so  a  man  or  woman  comes  to 
be  bom,  they  may  be  said  to  be  reprobated  persons, 
they  being  reprobated  in  the  seed,  for  reason  is  the 
seed  of  the  serpent ;  so  that  the  whole  person  is  so  to 
be  reprobated,  being  the  serpent's  seed,  though  he 
knows  it  not.  But  he  that  doth  know  his  own  elec* 
tion,  shall  as  certainly  know  another  to  be  jsl  repro*- 
bate  ;  for  he  that  doth  not  know  certainly  another  to 
be  a  reprobate,  I  say  he  doth  not  know  certainly  h\^ 
own  election.  I  speak  not  this  of  children,  but  of 
those  capable  of  men  and  womens  estates. 

Third  question.   How  a  man  may  knoAV  whether  he 
be  of  the  elect  seed  or  not  ? 
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Answer.  To  this  I  §ay,  as  before,  that  it  is  known 
in  believing  the  true  messepgfsrs  of  God.  So  a  man 
comes  to  know  his  own  electipq,  and  ai^qthor's  repro^ 
bation  ;  and  in  knowing  a  map's  own  electionj  be  h^^th 
certain  assurance  of  his  own  eternal  h^ppipess,  and 
certain  assurance  of  the  reprobate's  eternal  misery. 

Fourth  question.  Whether  aftef  the  l^elief  of  this 
commissioni  there  will  be  any  divine  liglit^  as  a  ti^tir 
moqy  evidencing  in  the  believer's  spirit  a  perfe<?t 
assurance  of  his  election,  or  pot  ? 

Answer.  As  to  this  I  s^y,  t)iat  thprpi^  in  the  ^^ 
belief  of  this  commission  a  divine  Ught5  that  doth 
witpess  and  evidence  in  the  spirit  of  true  believers  qi 
it,  that  doth  give  perfect  assprance,  both  qf  their 
election,  apd  of  their  eternal  salvation.  This  many 
can  witness  untq  at  this  day  in  JE^igland,  and  some  m 
those  parts  where  thev  five  beyond  the  seas. 

Fifth  question.  Whether  for  resolution  of  any  spi-^ 
ritual  doubt,  or  removal  of  any  eternal  calamity,  a 
mail  may  address  himself,  by  prayer,  tp  the  diyine 
majesty,  or  not  ?  .. 

Answer.  To  this  I  say,  we  lay  no  bonds  upon  any 
believers  in  that  case,  but  leave  it  to  their  own  free- 
doms. For  this  I  see  by  experience,  tjiat  spn^e  be- 
lievers, whose  faith  is  weak  in  the  time  of  temporal 
calamities  and  troubles  iii  eternal  things,  will  make 
sonie  application  unto  God,  and  it  doth  procure  some 
satisfaction  to  their  spirits,  either  to  bear  it  more 
patiently,  and  willingly  submit  unto  it,  or  else  tl^ey 
find  deliverance  from  it ;  yet  God  takejih  aq  ^;^oticeoif 
their  prayer,  for  the  deliverance,  it  doth  cqm^  from 
the  seed  within  them ;  for  God  doth  pot  ^orlj  by 
outward  and  visible  deliverance,  as  h^  ^id  forn%erly> 
but  more  spiritual  and  invisible,  becsLi<se  thisi  }$  the 
commission  of  the  Spirit.  ' 
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So  likewise  some  believers  of  this  commission,  their 
faith  is  so  strong  that  they  do  not  make  any  supplica- 
tion unto  God  in  the  time  of  temporal  calamity,  and 
by  faith  they  bear  it,  and  do  find  as  good  deliverance 
as  those  that  do  pray. 

So  that  whetlier  you  pray,  or  pray  not,  it  is  faith 
and  knowledge  that  doth  deliver  in  the  day  of  trouble; 
so  tliat  you,  or  any  believer  of  this  commission  of  the 
Spirit,  DMy  do  what  they  will  in  the  matter,  even  as 
their  spirits  ate  moved  unto,  or  their  understandings 
ate  informed  ;  for  it  will  do  no  hurt,  if  it  do  them 
BO  good,  if  they  know  not  how  to  satisfy  themselves 
Qthcrwise. 

Sixth  question.  Whether  this  commisSioti  dotli' 
require  the  observing^  or  keeping  any  one  day  parti- 
culiirijy  or  particularly  apart,  for  the  service  of  God, ' 
as  the  two  former  commissions,  or  not  ? 

Answer.  To  this  I  say,  that  this  commission  doth 
not  observe  any  one  particular  day,  for  any  worship, 
or  service  of  God,  as  the  former  did;  because  the 
beiieversof  thisconnnissiondo  worship  God  in  spirit 
and  truth.  For  no  people  under  the  sun  doth  worship 
God  in  spirit  and  truth,  but  the  believers  of  this 
commission  only  :  so  that  every  day  is  a  sabbath  unto 
Us^;  As  to  the  rest  of  6ur  minds  concerning  our  eter- 
nal bapptness,  we  can  say  we  have  rested  from  all  our 
labour,  as  God  did  from  his  creation  :  so  that  we  are 
not  bounl'  up  in  our  minds,  as  all  outward  worship- 
pers are,  to  meet  every  first  day,  and  so  bring  them- 
selves into  trouble,  for  that  which  God  doth  not 
coBftiQand *  For  though  God  commsinded  the  apostles 
to  observe  the  first  day,  and  they  laid  the  same  upon 
their  believers,  that  is  nothing  to  Englishmen ;  for 
this  is  to  mind  that  people  are  to  observe  every  com- 
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mission  in  its  time  and  place.  So  that  when  Moses 
and  the  prophets  commission  was  in  being,  the  peo- 
ple ought  to  obey  it;  every  commission  in  its  time 
and  place ;  so  when  Christ  and  his  apostles  commis- 
sion was  in  being,  the  people  in  that  time  ought  to 
obey  it ;  sp  now  the  commission  of  the  Spirit  is  in 
being,  that  ought  to  be  oibeyed.  And  look  what 
worship  is  set  up  by  these  three  commissions,  in  their 
-  time  and  place  they  ought  to  be  obeyed,  though  they 
diflFer  one  from  another ;  nay,  they  are  observed  and 
obeyed  by  the  true  believers  of  them,  and  not  as  all 
the  world  doth,  to  observe  them  traditionally ;  for 
Quakers  and  all  other  opinions  do  observe  the  sabbath^ 
or  first  day,  but  traditionally. 
I  Seventh  question.  Whether  it  may  be  any  matter 
of  conscience  for  a  man  to  put  off  his  hat,  or  to  use 
the  language  of  thee  and  thou,  or  to  give  titles  of 
honour  to  the  great  men  of  the  earth  ? 

Answer.  To  this  I  say,  that  it  is  no  matter  of  con-* 
science  for  a  man  to  put  off  his  hat,  but  is  only  a  civil 
custom  used  in  the  nation  where  we  live ;  neither  is 
it  any  tie  laid  upon  the  conscience  of  any  man,  neither 
by  Christ  himself,  neither  by  any  prophet  or  apostle; 
neither  do  we  read  any  where  in  Scripture,  that  men 
were  required  to  keep  on  their  hats,  though  the  blind 
Quakers  do  make  it  one  of  the  chiefest  articles  of 
their  faith  ;  and  as  for  the  language  of  thee  and  #Aoti, 
that  may  be  used  or  not ;  for  a  man  to  tie  himself  to 
thee  and  thou  to  all  persons,  as  kings  and  ms^trates, 
this  is  but  a  traditional  practice,  imitating  prophets 
of  old,  who  were  equal  with  kings,  nay,  whom  princes 
have  called  them  Lord,  yet  every  sHly  man  and  wo- 
man, if  they  get  to  be  Quakers,  they  will  cry  thee  and 
tbgu  to  kings  and  magistrates  of  the  earth  ;  nay,  they 
Vould  count  it  a  great  sin  if  they  should  do  otherwise. 
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This  is  a  mere  taking  up  of  prophets  and  apostles^ 
words  by  tradition. 

And  as  for  giving  titles  of  honour  to  the  great  men 
of  the  earth,  to  that  I  say,  that  great  men  of  the 
earth,  as  kings,  princes,  and  magistrates,  they  are 
called,  in  Scripture,  Gods,  though  they  die  like  men. 
And  we  find  in  Scripture,  that  prophets  and  apostles 
have  given  titles  of  honour  unto  kings  and  magistrates, 
as  prophets  have  said  to  kings,  O  king,  live  for  ever : 
As  Daniel  and  Paul  said,  Oh  king^  Agrippa!  and 
nobie  Festus :  so  that  prophets  and  apostles  did  give 
titles  of  honour  to  magistrates.  But  if  it  be  your  lot 
to  see  that  letter  which  I  have  sent  to  Thomas  Taylor, 
in  Stafford,  that  would  inform  you  further  in  these 
things.  If  you  do  enquire  for  Thomas  Barnet,  of 
UtOxeter,  perhaps  he  will  shew  it  you  ;  and  if  you 
did  but  see  that  book  of  mine,  called  The  Quakers 
Neck  Broken,  you  would  see  further  in  those  things. 
I  suppose  William  Newcombe,  of  Derby  town,  a 
bookseller,  can  help  you  to  it. 

Eighth  question.  Whether,  after  the  belief  in  this 
commission  of  the  Spirit,  a  man  may  fall  back,  or 
not ;  if  so,  whether  there  be  a  possibility  of  return- 
ing again,  or  not } 

Answer.  As  to  this  I  say,  after  a  true  belief  in  this 
commission  of  the  Spirit,  there  is  no  possibility  to 
fall  away,  (that  is)  if  there  be  true  feith  in  the 
heart ;  but  if  it  be  but  a  brain-knowledge,  or  only 
in  the  head,  he  may  fall  back  away,  and  never 
be  renewed  again.  For  this  I  must  tell  you,  that  all 
those  that  did  seem  to  own  the  apostlfes  doctrine  of 
the  gospel,  and  did  afterwards  decline  from  it,  and 
turn  to  the  law  of  Moses,  they  may  be  said  to  hare 
faith  in  the  headj  and  not  in  the  heart.  For  node 
can  be^uly  said  to  fall  away,  but  thbse  that  fell  away 


Digitized  by 


Google 


190 

from  the  truth  ;  and  none  can  declare  truth  but  he 
that  is  sent  of  God.  Now  the  apostles  bekig  sent  of 
God,  all  those  that  did  seem  to  own  theif  doctrine  in 
their  time,  and  did  afterwards  decline  from  it,  and 
turn  to  the  law  of  Moses,  they  may  be  said  to  fall 
away,  that  they  had  no  trufi  faith  in  the  iieaf t,  but 
in  the  beM  oiily.  For  there  can  be  no  falling  away, 
not  properly,  but  they  that  fall  away  from  truth,  or 
from  a  true  commission,  when  it  is  in  being  upon  the 
earth.^  For  men  may  fall  away  from  all  opinions  of 
religion,  or  faith,  upon  the  earth,  and  yet  be  safe 
enough ;  because  aH  opinions  in  religion  in  the  whole 
world  are  taken  up  by  tradition  from  the  letter  of  the 
Scriptures, 

And  so  mens  faith  become  traditionai  also :  set 
that  meft  may  easily  fipill  away  from  that  traditional 
faith,  and  yet  be  never  the  woirfee**  But  if  any  shall 
fall  from  that  faith  he  did  seem  to-  have  in  a  true 
commissionated  prophet,  he  shall  i^ver  return  again, 
but  will  certainly  be  damned  to  eternity.  But  if  true 
foith  doth  arise  out  of  the  heart,  he  shall  stand  sure, 
and  never  fall ;  but  shall  have  the  testimony  and 
assurance  in  hink<>elf  of  eternal  salvation.  For  this  I 
have  observed  by  experience,  since  God  made  me  a 
messenger  to  declaare  his  will,  I  have  observed  tbtee 
sorts  of  fsiitb)  or  conditions  in  i^an.  Some  men  1 
have  seen  to  have  faith  and  knowle<)ge  in  the 
^ad,  and  not  in  the  heart:  others  again  J:  ha:ve 
observed  to  have  faith  and  true  knowledge  in  the 
befurt,  and  not  u^  the  head.  Others  again  I  have  ob- 
served to  have  true  faith  and  true  knowledge  tn  the 
head  and  the  heart.  All  these  things  I  know  by  es> 
p^ence.  Now  there  is  bvt  one  ojf  these  three  that  Js 
capable  to  fall  away^  namely,  he  that  h4th  it  in  tt^ 
head  pnly  ;  yet  if  a  true  prophet  hath  but  charitable 


Digitized  by 


Google 


191 

thoughts  of  him  that  hath  it  in  tha  head  onlyi  he  shall 
stand  the  longer.  But  if  thQ  pro  phets  good  thoughts 
shall  be  t^isn  from  him,  he  will  ^1  immediately,  and 
his  hopes  within  him  will  perish  and  die.  But  if  men 
shall  have  true  faith  in  the  heart  and  head  hotb,  or  in 
the  heart  oqly  in  this  conmiission  of  the  Spirit,  they 
shall  never  ^11  away,  but  shall  have  the  assu^^auee  of 
eternal  life  abiding  in  them.  This  many  believers  in 
this  commission  can  witness  so  at  thit  day« 

Thus,  as  short  as  I  can,  I  have  given  you  an  answer 
to  your  queries,  which  may  somewhat  more  satisfy 
your  mind  as  to  your  queries;  but  in  the  reading  of 
the  books,  as  to  the  true  doctrine  conc^ning  the  true 
God  and  the  right  devil,  and  the  interpretation  of 
Scripture,  the  books  will  give  a  great  deal  better 
satisfaction  to  the  spirit  if  understood. 

There  is  a  young  man  of  this  faith  that  saw  your 
letter,  hath  sent  you  a  book,  called.  The  Interpreta- 
tion of  the  11th  of  the  Revelation,  by  your  friend 
John  Terry,  with  a  letter  also;  his  name  is  John 
Saddingtoq :  so  that  if  satisfaction  be  not  found  in 
the  commission  of  the  Spirit,  1  say  it  will  be  found 
no  where.  For  this  I  must  tell  you,  that  whoever 
owns  free-will,  as  to  the  saving  of  his  soul,  afiter  he 
hath  heard  of  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  and  of 
the  doctrine  of  eleo^ioq.CKi^  pepfob^tipn,  declared  by 
us,  the  witnesses  of  th$  Spirit,  I^ss^  such  \y:ill  pieiish 
toe  ...      .  'j^^ygjj^^  be  ev^r  so  grea^ 

or  t  hat  they  will,     For  Mqkp 

did  le  pf  election  and  reprQbAr 

tion  against  ftee-pwill^  sayingj, 

i'  «  k  flr  in  kirn  (h»t  t1*me1hi  }f^t 

^Wik*  i  ...    :  .  •    '  •  r  . 
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Also  it  is  the  fkith  of  us  the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit, 
and  of  the  believers  of  it,  who  can  witness  in  their 
own  spirits,  that  they  are  elected,  and  have  certain 
and  full  assurance  of  their  eternal  salvation,  and  as 
certain  that  others  are  reprobated  to  endless  misery. 

But  I  ahall  say  no  more  at  present,  but  rest  and 
remain. 

Your  friend  in  the  true  faith  of  Jesus,  the  ooly 
true  God, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Lo9i4w,  May  19,  1665. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton,  to  one  John  Hyde,  living  m  Jewen,  a 
bookseller,  bearing  date  October  27,  1665. 

JbhnHydcy 

I  AM  informed  that  you  have  very  much  ex- 
Maimed  a^inst  me,  as  if  I  had  dealt  unjustly  with 
eyoo,  as  if  I  had  done  you  a  great  deal  of  wrong,  and 
not  only  so,  but  that  I  did  gripe  and  exercbe  lordshi)> 
over  the  consciences  of  others  to  keep  myself  in  idle* 
iiess.  These  are  the  best  of  your  expressions ;  so 
that  I  shall  not  take  much  notice  of  them,  though 
you  have  shewed  the  naughtiness  of  your  heart,  and 
a  lie  in  it.  But  the  thing  I  would  discover  unto  you, 
and  wherein  your  heart  hath  not  been  right  is  thb : 
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did  not  you  proflfer  to  bind  me  a  quarter  of  a  hundred 
of  books  single  towards  the  printing,  because  you 
could  not  spare  money,  and  that  you  would  have  one 
for  yourself;  indeed  I  was  unwilling  you  should  do 
it,  and  was  loth  to  accept  of  it,  and  I  said  I  would 
pay  you  for  what  you  did  bind  for  me,  not  expecting 
that  you  should  be  at  the  charge,  no  not  so  much  as 
to  buy  onCy  or  to  work  one  out  in  binding ;  but  you 
pressed  upos/  me  again  and  again  to  make  up  the 
quarter  of  a  hundred.  And  you  may  remember  I  did 
ask  vou,  in  Mr.  Medgate*s  shop,  whether  you  did  in- 
tend to  have  one  of  them  altogether  for  the  binding 
of  a  quarter  of  a  hundred  ?  and  you  said  you  would 
have  one  single.  Mr.  Medgate  doth  remember  it. 
But  if  you  would  have  had  them  altogether,  you 
should  have  had  them  altogether,  for  that  would 
very  near  have  been  worth  the  binding  of  them,  for 
you  did  ask  me  but  5d.  apiece  to  bind  them,  neither 
are  they  worth  any  more. 

Likewise,  did  not  you,  when  I  was  with  you,  with 
Mrs.  Carter's  book  concerning  the  silver  bosses,  when 
I  paid  you  lU.'for  her  book,  and  my  wife's  book,  did 
you  not  then  ask  me  to  send  so  many  books  as  would 
make  up  the  quarter  of  a  hundred,  which  was  fifteen 
then  wanting.  So,  through  your  pressing  of  me  unto 
it,  I  did  send  by  my  wife,  fifteen  to  makje  it  up ;  for 
this  I  must  tell  you,  if  you  had  not  pressed  me  to  it, 
I  would  have  bound  no  more  than  what  I  had  present 
need  of,  but  would  have  paid  you  for  those  ten  that 
were  done  before,  and  there  would  have  been  an  end 
of  that  business.  For  you  might  have  had  so  much 
reason  in  you,  that  I  would  not  go  bind  so  many 
books  to  lie  by  me,  for  they  will  go  off  as  well  un- 
bound as  bound.  So  that  the  thing  would  have  been 
no  benefit  to  me  to  lay  out  so  much  money,  and  take 
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it  in  by  6dL  at  a  time,  perhaps  it  may  be  a  year  or 
two  before  I  receive  the  money  in  again. 

Again,  if  you  did  not  intend  to  perform  your  pro- 
mise, why  did  you  keep  back  that  one  book,  accord* 
ing  to  your  agreement,  as  if  you  meant  to  perform 
your  promise ;  for  if  you  did  repent  of  your  promise, 
you  should  have  sent  that  book  also,  and  a  line  or 
two,  that  you  tiid  repent  of  your  promise,  and  I 
would  have  sent  you  money  to  tlie  full,  though  they 
were  bound  contrary  to  my  desire-    But  through  the 
wicked  hypocrisy  of  your  heart,  you  take  ofienceiit 
me,  and  rage  and  rail  against  me,  as  if  I  were  an  un- 
just n»n^  or  had  done  such  an  unjust  deed  to  you,  by 
cutting  off  such  a  sum  which  you  did  expect*     But 
this  I  would  have  you  to  know,  that  it  was  never  my 
nature,  when  I  was  in  my  lowest  estate  in  this  worldf, 
to  covet  or  encroach  upon  any,  to  get  any  thing  from 
them,  no  not  to  the  rich ;  and  as  to  the  poor,  I  was 
always  tender  of  taking  any  thing  from  them,   but 
would  rather  add  unto  them,  even  of  that  little  that 
I  had ;  though  I  had  power,  and  now  have  power, 
to  command  what  I  think  iit  of  those  I  know  can  or 
mteyr  perform  it,  yet  I  never  did  in  my  poverty,  much 
less  now  in  my  plenty ;  for  I  considered  their  condi- 
tion to  be  mine  own,  and  that  I  would  not  have  been 
dealt  so  by ;  so  that  the  power  I  now  have,  did  no 
ways  alter  my  natural  temper  in  this  matter  •,  nditlier 
have  I  got  this  plenty,  whereby  I  stand  in  no  need  of 
any  man,  but  all  men  do  stand  in  mone  need  of  me, 
than  I  do  of  them*    I  say  I  did  not  get  this  plenty 
out  of  the  saints,  but  Providence  hath  given  it  me  by 
my  wife,  else  perhaps  I  might  have  been  more  ferott^ 
biesome  to  some  of  the  richer  sort  of  saints  than  now 
I  am.    But  to  let  that  pass :  I  will  shew  you  wherein 
y(*u  have  shewed  the  greatest  pitee  of  hypocrisy^ 
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that  I  have  found  in  any  man  or  woman,  since  I  came 
to  know  truth :  for  you  have  acted  ju^t  like  Ananias 
and  Saphira  the  Scripture  speaketh  of,  who  pretended 
to  bripg  in  their  whole  estates^  and  lay  it  at  the 
apostle's  feet,  as  if  they  were  true  believers  of  the 
apostle's  doctrine,  but  the  root  of  bitterness  was  in 
their  hearts  ;  they  pretended  one  thing,  but  did  ano- 
ther; that  is,  kept  back  part  of  what  they  pretended 
^o  give  unto  God.  For  whoever  maketh  a  covenant 
with  ajn  apostle  or  prophet,  he  maketh  covenant  with 
God;  and  so  Ananias  became  a  liar  unto  the  Holy 
Ghost,  in  that  he  did  not  perform  what  he  pretended 
to  do.  And  you  may  read  what  the  eflfect  o£  that  sin 
4id  amount  unto ;  for  if  he  had  not  freely  and  volun- 
tarily pretended  such  a  thing,  he  might  have  kept 
bis  estate  and  his  life  both ;  for  who  required  that 
thing  at  his  hand  ?  For  he  might  have  done  with 
his  own  estate  what  he  would,  but  when  it  was  given 
ijnto  God  he  could  not;  even  so  it  is  with  you.  Did 
I  require  any  thing  of  you  towards  the  printing  of  this 
book  ?  Was  it  not  your  own  proffer  ?  Who  required 
these  things  at  your  hands  ?  But  you  pretejnding,  as 
Ananias  did,  to  be  one  that  did  believe,  you  would» 
88  other  saints  did,  offer  up  a  sacrifice  unto  Grod,  to 
help  to  promote  th^  truth.  And  because  I  did  accept 
of  it,  you  revile  and  speak  evil  of  me,  as  if  I  had  done 
you  wrong.  Have  you  not  ^one  as  Cain  did,  offered 
up  a  saopfice  uptp  God,  that  God  will  not  accept  of, 
but  reject  it  altogether?  For  if  the  messenger  of 
God  doth  reject  it^  it  is  as  if  God  did  reject  it ;  for 
jmy  sou)  doth  abhor  such  a  piece  of  hypocrisy,  that 
shall  pi:etei;id  to  give  any  thing  for  the  honour  and 
gk>ry  of  God,  and  then  repent  of  that  deed,  and  not 
only  so,  but  revile  and  speak  evil  of  those  they  give 
it  unto ;  ^r  this  I  iqus^  t?ll  you,  that  your  ain  ia  as 
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bad  as  Ananias  his  sin  was  to  Peter ;  for  you  have  not 
only  lied  unto  the  Holy  Ghost,  but  have  spoken  evil 
of  it  also ;  for  I  am  as  true  a  prophet  as  Peter  was  an 
apostle ;  so  that  Ananias  did  tell  a  lie  unto  the  Holy 
Ghost  no  otherwise  than  what  was  in  Peter,  And 
have  you  not  done  the  same  unto  me,  though  not  in 
the  same  manner :  for  this  I  must  tell  you,  it  is  a 
dangerous  thing  to  dally  with  edge-tools ;  that  is  to 
say,  it  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  make  covenant  with 
prophets,  and  not  to  perform  your  covenant,  though 
you  lose  thereby.  You  must  not  think  to  deal 
with  them  as  you  did  with  other  men.  But  seeing 
you  have,  through  the  hypocrisy  and  deceitfulness  of 
your  heart,  acted  like  Ananias  and  Cain,  as  aforesaid, 
your  sacrifice  is  rejected  of  me,  and  of  God  also ;  for 
I  shall  not  accept  of  it,  neither  will  God  afford  you 
any  peace  in  it,  but  altogether  on  the  contrary. 

But  this  is  not  all :  I  understand  that  you,  out  of 
the  pride,  malice,  and  stubbornness  of  your  heart, 
even  with  great  wrath  and  gnashing  your  teeth,  you 
expressed  yourself  thus,  that  if  I  did  damn  you,  you 
would  damn  me,  and  that  you  had  as  great  power  to 
damn  me  as  I  had  to  damn  you,  if  not  greater,  or  to 
that  purpose.  Likewise  you  said,  that  I  could  not 
damn  God's  elect.  I  cannot  damn  God's  elect ;  but 
if  you  had  been  one  of  God's  elect,  he  would  never 
have  suffered  you  to  have  fallen  into  such  a  deep 
pit  of  eternal  destruction ;  neither  can  any  man  be 
sure  of  his  election,  but  by  faith  in  the  commission 
of  God.  But  I  will  not  stand  to  dispute  that  now, 
though  I  could  give  many  reasons  for  it.  Also  you 
did  threaten,  that  if  I  did  damn  you,  then  you  would 
discover  me  what  I  am,  as  if  you  would  persecute 
me,  and  those  of  this  faith,  but  in  what  manner,  arid 
how,  I  know  not     But  because  you  may  execute 
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your  ihalice,  I  shall  give  vou  occasion  enough  to  do 
it,  for  I  had  as  lief  you  should  do  it  as  any  other,  if 
you  can  ;  for  I  shall  serve  you  as  Christ  did  Judas, 
be  gave  him  a  sop,  on  purpose  that  Judas  might- be- 
tray him ;  so  likewise  you  shall  have  a  sop  given  you, 
that  if  it  is  possible  you  may  do  as  Judas  did ;  so  that 
your  own  fears  and  words  may  come  upoil  you  ;  for 
you  have  said  many  times,  that  you  thought  you 
should  be  damned  bv  me,  when  as  I  thought  not  of 
any  such  thing,  so  that  you  said  you  had  as  good  be 
damned  at  first  as  at  last.  This  fear  hath  been  in 
your  heart  ever  since  that  business  of  Mrs.  Harris, 
ever  since  your  heart  hath  fallen ;  and  according  to 
the  thoughts  of  your  heart,  it  is  now  come  upon  you. 
Therefore,  for  this  wicked  piece  of  hypocrisy,  about 
the  books,  and  not  only  so,  but  for  your  unjust  be- 
lying me,  as  if  I  had  a  desire  to  encroach  upon  you, 
and  upon  others,  and  your  proud,  malicious,  inso- 
lent speeches  against  this  commission  of  the  Spirit, 
with  many  other  wicked  speeches,  which  would  be 
too  tedious  to  name,  thererore,  by  virtue  of  my  com- 
mission received  from  God,  I  do,  for  these  wicked 
things  aforesaid,  pronounce  John  Hyde  cursed  and 
damned,  both  in  soul  and  body,  from  the  presence  of 
God,  elect  inen,  and  angels,  to  eternity,  by 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON,, 

Omoftbe  two  Ja$i  PropheU  mid  Witneitei  io  the  High  and 
MigtiyGpdy  the  Mw  Christ  Je$mm  Glory. . 

You  may  now  shake  hands  with  Mr^  Colel^roo^e, 
for  your  portions  willbe  both  alike,  only  I  would 
advise  you  to  take  the  mociey  for  binding  the  bpoks, 
there  is  7s.  6df/inclofiQd  in  yoy^  M^^i  you  iad  as 
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fiocl  receive  it  as  not,  for  God  hath  nejected  it,  and 
have  rejected  it.     And  further,  if  you  will  carry 
that  one  book  more,  which  you  have,  to  Mr.  M«d- 

fate's,  you  shall  have  3$.  for  it,  and  then  you  will 
ave  your  full  price  for  the  quartern  of  books,  at  the 
rat^  of  54,  arpiece,  which  was  your  own  demand, 
and  st9  you  may  be  rid  of  the  doctrine  ag  well  as  of 
the  eommi^siwn. 

I  would  wish  you  to  let  that  book  go  aJso,  that 
yo»>  may  hav«  your  money  altogether;  for  it  bath 
cost  you  dear  enough  in  all  reason,  so  that  it  is  great 
pity  you  shouJd  naipji  of  it. 


T^ 


A  Ctfpy  of  a  Letier  written  by  the  Ftaphei  Lodcmcke 
Mugght(m,  to  Mr.  Jlforfyn,  Minister  of  Orwell,  in 
Cambridgeshire,    dat^d  from  Londofh  Jtmary   16, 

I  WDEB^tAI^P  tlw*  yw  tiad  »  dmm  to 
see  me,  and  to  have  some  discourse  with  me,  and 
thf^  yoviyrtT^  at  tk  place  iQ  One^y ,  t^  enquire  for  me. 
And  not  only  so,  but  you  brought  also  with  you  the 
lliigii  CQiutaMe,  and  petty  ooastabloy  ^od'  another 
man,  to  discoufse  with  tne.  Do  yiMi  think  that  any 
man  that  liatU  any  wisdom,  that  pan  give  any  reason 
o^lilsways,  would  think  that  your  intent  was  gbod,  to 
bring  your  armi^  with  yoii,  to  ^scourse  with  a  naked 
man ;  and  not  onty  an  army  of  men,  V^t  great  officers 
of  the  t^mpojrad  sword,  that  they  might  not  only  bear 
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witness  of  what  words  should  pass  between  you  and 
me,  or  catch  me  in  what  questions  you  should  ask 
me ;  but)  if  they  could  have  got  nothing  of  me  worthy 
of  persecution,  then,  by  virtue  of  the  power  of  those 
two  constables,  you  would  have  laid  hold  on  me,  as 
a  deceiver  of  the  people. 

These  things  have  been  acted  by  such  serpents  as 
you,  in  former  times,  to  prophets,  apottles,  and  to 
Christ  himself.  How  oft  did  the  totiesta  and  LevitCB, 
such  as  you  are,  tempt  the  Lord  JesiM,  b;^  asking 
bim  questions,  thinking  to  catch  him  in  his  wor4is« 
fhtit  they  might  havetherewitlml  to  accuse  him  before 
the  temporal  pow^ ! 

It  is  not  long  since  that  I  waa  served  so  by  a  priest 
or  minister  so  called ;  and  so  caused  th«  temporal 
laagistrate  to  commit  me  to  prison.  But  what  this 
minister  got  by  it !  It  was  no  less  than  eternal  d Am* 
nation,  which  will  assuredly  be  upon  himt  as  it  is 
upon  murtheriog  Cain,  Who  killed  hisbvoiher;  iind 
Judas,  who  betrayed  his  master;  for  how  is  it  possible 
any  persecuting  spirit,  who  persecute  tnen  tor  con* 
science  sake,  not  breaking  any  temporal  law,  should 
escape  the  damnation  of  hell  ?  For  this  I  must  tell 
fcm,  that  persecution,  merely  ^rconscienee  sake,  is 
the  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost ;  tAft  move  especiftHy 
for  men  to  persecute  true  prophets  upoti^^e  account 
of  decdvers,  there  is  no  pardon  hr  Ihw  sin«  IBdt  1 
have  found  by  e«peri«noe  whtft  the^wer  of  :i^  ptfo^ 
phetis,  ittd  I  have  foand  by  >  experience 'al9o,  thaiC 
iHMie  are  ^  great  enemies  to  tt>ae  prophets,  'fls>tii0M 
called  the  ministers  of  the  natioa  are.  I^&d  tlitt 
prophets  in  the  ktw  were  petiscfcnted  sioi«-  by^^iboile 
sort  of  men  than  tittf ;  and'I  htf^e  fou)ilUll6oBesoiit'Of 
mien  more  active  than  any  in  persee<i!itio4i.'  Sotbtft 
tbe  seed  of  the^old  ^rpent,  the  d^vil',  it  ddth  ran  in 
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the  line  of  those  sort  of  men ;  it  is  as  natural  for  those 
sort  of  men  to  persecute  for  conscience  sake^  and  per- 
secute prophets^  and  so  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost, 
as  it  is  for  fish  to  swim  in  the  water ;  so  that  I  do  no 
ways  admire  the  thing,  but  do  see  it  must  be  so,  and 
it  can  be  no  otherwise.  But  this  I  would  have  you  to 
know,  that  if  your  intent  had  been  real,  then  would 
you  have  come  alone,  and  have  discoursed  with  me 
privately,  and  not  to  bring  great  officers  of  the  parish 
with  you,  to  hear  us  discourse  :  so  that  your  intent 
tions  were  not  good  towards  me,  but  by  consequence 
very  evil ;  and  it  was  the  ready  way  to  have  procured 
the  sentence  of  eternal  dapination.  But  in  r^^ard  I 
do  not  Jh^  that  you  did  any  ways  revile  and  3peak  evil 
of, me,  or  of  the  doctrine  declared  by  me,  by  calling 
i%  blasphemy,  or  me  a  deceiver,  or  such  like  tetms^ 
whatsoever  your  intent  was  in  bringing  those  men 
with  you, 

Th^  things  considered,  I  shall  wave  the  sentence 
of  damnation  upon  you  at  the  present,  for  this  your 
wicked  intent  towards  me ;  only  this  yoke  I  shall  put 
upon  your  neck,  by  virtue  of  my  commission  from 
God: 

,  The  thing  is  this,  I  understand  that  you,  being  a 
pretended  minister  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  (I 
suppose  you.  will  own  yourself  a  true  minister  of  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ ;  else  what  do  you  get  up  into 
a  pulpit  to  preach  to  the  people  ?)  lor  yet  you  pro- 
S^ing  yourself  a  minister  of  Christ,  I  hear  you  pre- 
sent, or  cause  to  be  presented,  divers  of  your  p^ish- 
ioners  for  not  coming  to  church.  Is  this  the  practice 
of  a  true  minister  of  Christ  ?  Surely  no.  Did  you 
ever,  read  in  Scriptures,  that  any  minister  of  Christ 
did  so  ?  Do  you  follow  the  example  of  the  good  shep- 
herd ?    The  Lord  Christ  speaketh  of  the  good  shep- 
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herd  having  an  hundred  sheep,  and  one  of  those  sheep 
went  astray,  the  good  shepherd  left  the  ninety  and 
nine  to  seek  that  which  was  lost,  or  gone  astray; 
and  when  he  had  found  it,  what  did  he  do  to  it  ?  He 
brought  it  home  in  his  arms,  and  did  nourish  it  and 
cherish  it,  and  took  more  care  of  that  which  was  lost, 
oir  gone  astray,  than  he  did  of  all  the  rest,  that  never 
went  astray*  This  is  the  property  of  a  good  shep- 
herd. 

The  moral  is  this :  every  true  minister  of  Christ  is 
a  shepherd,  and  the  people  of  his  parish  are  his  sheep, 
and  the  shepherd  doth  feed  his  sheep  with  such  hea* 
Venly  pasture;  that  is,  with  such  saving  doctrine, 
l^hich  giVeth  the  sheep  assurance  of  everlasting  life ; 
ik)  that  their  souls  are  fatted  with  the  joys  of  heaven, 
in  the  full  assurance  of  everlasting  life ;  and  this  hea- 
venly pasture,  it  casteth  out  all  fear  of  eternal  death. 

This  ought  to  be  your  practice  and  your  power,  if 
you  were  a  chosen  minister  of  Christ;  but  now  con- 
traiy  to  a  true  minister  do  you  act :  for  if  any  of  your 
sheep  be  gone  astray  to  error,  as  you  call  it,  and  dis- 
senf  from  yoxxv  worship,  then,  instead  of  bringing 
them  home  in  your  arms,  and  giving  them  bread  to 
eat,  and  water  to  drink,  to  nourish  their  bodies,  and 
good  admonition,  exhortation,  and  the  true  interpre- 
tetion  of  the  Scriptures,  to  feed  their  souls;  instead  of 
this,  you  present  them,  and  labour  to  excommunicate 
them,  and  send  forth  the  constables,  church-wardens, 
and  officers,  to  apprehend  them,  to  bring  them  before 
the  temporal  magistrates,  and  so  cast  them  into  pri- 
son, or  else  get  the  wool  off  their  backs,  and  leave 
them  bare. 

Is  this  the  practice  of  a  true  minister  of  Christ  ?  I 
suppose  any  conscientious  man  would  be  ashamed  to 
own  himself  a  minister  of  Christ,  and  yet  do  these 
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things  ;  but  it  is  the  custom  of  most  national  ministere 
to  do  so ;  therefore  I  do  not  marvel  at  it ;  because  I 
know  ttiere  is  none  of  you  chosen  ministers  of  God ; 
but  being  chosen  by  men^  ye  act  as  men,  yea^  as 
wicked  men* 

And  seeing  you  are  made  a  minister  by  meq,  and 
from  men,  and  not  from  Christ,  why  are  yoa  not 
contented  with  that  wages  that  men  have  appointed 
for  you,  and  let  mens  consciences  alone. 

Inerefore  I  shall  say  iinto  you  as  John  Baptist  said 
unto  those  soldiers  that  asked  him,  saying,  And  what 
shall  we  do  ?  You  know  his  answer  was,  T^ey  should  be 
content  with  their  wages^  and  do  violence  to  no  man.  So 
I  say  unto  you,  be  you  contented  with  that  wages  the 
parish  hath  allowed  you,  and  present  and  persecute 
no  raan  for  his  conscience. 

So,  as  I  am  a  minister,  messenger,  and  ambassador 
chosen  of  God,  by  virtue  of  ray  commission  from  him, 
I  shall  lay  this  burthen  upon  you. 

That  if  you  shall  present,  or  cause  the  constableSj 
church-wardens,  or  other  officere,  to  present  any  man 
or  woman  under  ypur  ministry,  for  matters  of  oon- 
science,  or  for  not  coming  to  church,  let  the  people 
be  of  what  opinion  soever  (always  provided  they  pay 
you  what  is  allotted  for  you^  and  the  parish,  and 
state-assessments ;)  but  if  you  shall  present,  or  cause 
to  be  presented,  any,  for  the  causes,  aforesaid,  after 
the  receipt  of  these  lines ; 

Then,  from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  only  wise 
God,  I  do  pronounce  you  cursed  and  danmed,  both 
in  soul  and  body,  from  the  presence  of  Grod,  elect 
men,  and  angels,  to  eternity. 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  ^y  the  Prophet  Lodawicke 
'     Muggletonf-to  Mr.  WiiUam  Fershall^  High  Constabk 

ofOrwellj  in  Cambridgeshire,  bearing  date  from  Lor^ 

don^  January  the  19th,  1666. 

Sir,      ^ 

I  HAVE  heard  of  you  these  four  or  five  yeare^. 
and  I  always  heard  a  good  report  of  you,  for  a  mode- 
rate spirited  man,  and  that  your  spirit  is  naturally 
inclined  to  peace  and  quietness;  and  that  you  are 
not  naturally  incHned  to  persecute  any  man  for^  his 
conscience  in  point  of  worship  :  yet  I  hear,,  through 
the  instigation  and  desire  of  tne  priest  of  your  parish, 
that  you,  with  the  petty-copstables,  and  the  priest, 
did  consent  together,  pretending  to  see  me,  and  to 
have  some  discourse  with  me.  And  now  what  your 
intent  was  in  it,  I  shall  leave  that  to  yourself;  but 
that  I  know  that  your  intents  could  not  be  good 
towards  me :  for  I  know  if  you  follow  the  advice  ofi 
your  minister,  your  intent  cannot  be  good,  but  alto^ 
gether  evil;  for  it  hath  been  the  practice  of  the 
priests  and  Levites,  in  all  ages,  to  persecute  the  truth,. 
and  true  prophets.  So  they  did  by  the  Lord  Jesus. 
himself;  for  it  was  always  their  practice  to  propound 
questions  to  entrap  and  ensnare  the  messenger^of  the 
Lo^d ;  and  when  they  have  words  from  a  man,  so  as 
to  ground  persecution  upon  it,  then  they  turn  it  over 
to  the  temporal  magistrate,  and  oflScers  of  the  civil 
government,  to  put  their  wicked  malice  and  hatred 
of  truth,  under  the  pretence  of  high  blasphemy,  or 
else  horrible  opinions,  or  great  errors :  I  say,  they 
turn  it  over  to  the  temporal  powers,  and  the  temporal 
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officers  must  put  their  wicked  minister's  intent  in 
execution* 

This  I  know  by  experience ;  for  I  hare  tasted  o( 
the  priests  cruelty  before  now. .  And  this  I  suppose 
would  have  been  the  case  now,  liad  the  priest  and  jou 
met  with  me..  But  I  am  sorry  that  such  men  as  you 
should  be  priest-ridden,  to  go  a  persecuting  strangers 
at  his  desire  and  request,  without  a  warrant :  surely 
you  did  it  out  of  ignorance,  not  knowing  the  power  of 
an  hi^h  constable,  that  he  may  choose  whether  he 
will  stir  in  such  cases  without  a  warrant ;  or  else  you 
did  sympathize  with  the  minister,  Mr  Martyn,  in  his 
wicked  design  towards  me.  One  of  these  two  must 
be  the  motive  to  move  you  to  go  along  with  him^ 
But  I  shall  impute  it  to  the  want  of  the  knowledge  of 
your  own  power,  rather  than  any  desire  of  persecu- 
tion in  you.  Therefore  suffer  me  to  give  you  a  word 
of  advice,  and  do  not  think  scorn  that  such  a  onie  as  I 
should  give  you  advice ;  for  I  have  given  some  judges 
of  the  land  advice  in  point  of  persecution  for  con- 
science ;  how  that  judges  of  the  land  ought  to  mind 
the  laws  of  the  land,  and  to  give  righteous  judgment 
according  to  law,  and  not  to  meddle  with  mens  con- 
sciences in  matters  of  worship;  the  conscience  be- 
longeth  to  God*  What  have  judges  to  do  with  errors 
in  judgment,  there  being  no  laws  of  the  land  broken, 
they  ought  not  to  meddle  with  any  thing  but  what 
belongelh  to  the  temporal  law ;  so  you  being  hi^b- 
constable,  you  ought  to  mind  the  place  you  are  m ; 
you  are  to  keep  the  temporal  peace  where  you  live, 
and  if  any  warrant  come  irom  any  higher  than  your- 
self, if  it  be  for  treason,  murder,  felony,  tumults^  or 
such  like,  you  are  to  search  houses,  or  raise  aid,  and 
take  prisoners  such  as  arc  found  guilty  of  such  crimes, 
or  suspected  to  be  such  persons,  with  many  other 
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soch  things  of  the  like  nature;  yet  all  tbetse  things 
belong  to  the  temporal  laws :  what  is  this  to  spiritual 
matters  ?  What  if  a  man  be  accounted  a  blasphemer, 
an  heretick  or  deceiver,  by  an  ignorant  clergyman, 
or  shall  dissent  from  his  parish^-church,  through  the 
tenderness  of 'hii  conscience,  will  you  exercise  your 
temporal  power  to  punish  such  men  as  never  did  you 
wrong,  nor  cannot  break  any  Of  the  laws  of  the  land  ? 
Yet  because  men  are  not  of  your  opinion  of  religion, 
therefore  they  must  be  apprehended  and  persecuted 
to  please  the  minister's  malicious  iiumour. 

Therefore  this  charge  I  shall  lay  upon  you  by  vir- 
tue of  my  commission  from  God,  that  if  ever  the 
minister  of  the  parish,  or  any  other,  shall  desire  you 
to  send  after  me,  or  any  other  person,  upon  a  spiritual 
account ;  but  if  you  shall  voluntarily  s^ek  to  satisfy 
the  wicked  wills  of  persecuting  spirited  men,  being 
not  forced  unto  it  by  a  warrant,  you  ought  not  to 
stir  at  the  request  of  any  one  whatsocvw.  For  if  you 
do  persecute  me  upon  this  account,  there  being  no 
temporal  Hw  broken,  or  aby  other  person  ibr  con- 
science sake :  if  you  shall  4o  these  things  aforesaid^ 
after  the  receipt  of  these  lines,  you  will  commit  that 
unpardonable  sin  i^nst  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  so  be 
found  a  fighter  against  God,  and  by  consequence 
dalnned  to  eternity.  For  what  have  you .  to  do  with 
a  man  that  is  a  free-bom  man.  of  Fkiglfuldy  as  yioi^ 
self  ist  that  cometb  peaceably  to  see  ma  friends;  P  Do 
we  at  London  serve  any,  of  your  country-people  so  ? 
Do  we  molest  any  of  you,  be  you  of  what  persuaiion 
soevi^r,  provided  you  break  not  the  king*s  peace  i?  ^ 

I  would  have  you  to  consider  th^se. things  aforesaid 
before  it  be  too  late,  and  remember  you  weie  fore* 
warned  by  one  of  the  two  la&t  prophets  and  ;witnesses 
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of  iht  Spirit  unto  the  High  and  Mightf  God,  the 
Man  Christ  JesdS  in  Glory. 

Written  per  met 

LGDQWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

JUtttdoMf  Jammjf  19,  1068. 


4  C<^  oj  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  iMUmicke 
M^ggletm^  to  Mr„  Jama  Brooke,  bearing  dalejrvm 
.  hmdoKf  MarchSO,  1666,  directed  to  Mik-End,  near 
Stepna/, 

Frimi  Jamef  Broeke, 

I  RECEIVED  a  letter  from  you,  wherein  I 
perceive  vou  have  heard  and  seen  divers  papers  con- 
eeniing  the  Jews :  and  further  you  say,  that  I  am 
charged,  as  though  I  were  in  an  error  concerning  the 
Jews  call,  as  doth  appear  as  they  say,  (that  is,  1  sop- 
pooe^enemies  do  say)  from  tiie  46th  chapter  of  The 
3>ivine  Looking*<3rias8 :  so  that  it  seems  that  it  doth 
IH  upon  you  as  a  great  weight  and  burthen,  so  that 
yon  see  no  way  to  get  it  off  you. 
:  Also  you  desire  to  be  satisfied  of  me  what  the  Lord 
hath  TevQaied  to  me  concerning  those  people  of  the 
Jews  so  much  spoken  of,  that  you  might  be  satisfied 
yourself;  sMd  tiiat  you  might  stop  the  mouths  of 
others,  who  are  gainsayers,  that  do  upbraid  you  with 
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this,  that  it  doth  now  plainly  appear,  as  they  say, 
that  I  hav<e  not  truth  on  my  side,  in  regard  that  I 
have  written  of  no  calling  <^  the  Jews  into  their  own 
land,  vrhm  the  contrary  (say  they)  is  already  m»o 
nife^. 

I  was  tinwillifl^  to  give  any  answer  to  these  thioes; 
because  the  thing  is  of  no  concermnent  whether  uie 
Jews  he  called  into  their  own  land,  or  not,  what  ia 
that  ^  the  matter  of  salvation^  w^h^ther  they  be  or 
not  ?  The  truth  is  ijj^vertheless  on  my  side : .  neither 
neeicl  your  spirit  be, ever  the  more  troubled,  in  case 
you  be  thorou^y  jsatiafied  and  groundedin  the  know- 
ledge of  the  truth,  that  will  tM>roughly  satisfy  ynur 
spirit  as  to  the  matter  of  your  salvation  t  so  that  no  cati 
villing  devil  whatsoever.need  to  trouble  ywu  mind»  aa 
to  the  foundtUiofl  of  true  peace,  though  it  lieth  not  in 
.your  power  to  answer  every.  caviUii^  question  that 
people  shall  ask  fiiom  the  letter  of.  met  Sbriptiires ; 
neither  will  ytya.  be  able  to  atop  the  mouths  of  igaiof 
sayers,  though  jour  knowledge  in  the  Scriptures  wiero 
greater  than  mine,  6c  all  mens  knowledge  in  jlJW)  wbrid 
besides.  You  muit  not  cqmect  any  such  thsngi;  tand 
as  for  their  saying  that  tjcuth  is  not  on  my/sidc^  timb 
is  a  small  thing  fior  me  to:  bear :  was  thfsre  leKer  any* 
prophet,  apostle,  or  Christ  himself,  but  tira  devil  «aiii 
th^  were  liars,  and  in  errors  ?  Did  not:the  Jewa»:who 
were  devils,  serve  Christ  himself  so  ?  Bid  be  stop 
the  mouths  of  those  ^vils,  mOtwithatanding  h'iawisn 
dom  was  so  ^at  that  never  man  spake  bke  this  man, 
as  it  is  said  m  Scripture  ?  Yet  he  could  not  stop  thd 
mouths  of  those  saijisayers,  notwithst^ildin^lib-g^tot 
wisdom.  And  if  he  could  not  do.ita  holriahdim  I 
do  it,  much  less  you  ? ;  It  may  be  jeaottgh  for  ynadf 
you  can  satisfy  yotura^.inithose  tbatiatre. of  libsohitis 
necessity  unto,  salvation.    As,  first,  >  the  >knoitnledgB.of 
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the  tri^e  God  in  bif  form  and  nature.  Seoohdij,  the 
right  devil  in  his  form  and  nature.  Thirdly^  the 
{dace  and  nature  of  heaven.  Fourthly,  the  place  and 
nature  of  helK  Fifthly,  the  persons  and  natures  of 
angels.  Sixthly,  the  mortality  of  the  soul.  The 
knowledge  of  these  things  are  of  absolute  neeessity 
unto  salvation.  These,  with  many  other  heavenly 
mysteries,  that  are  treated  on  in  our  writings,  that 
whoever  hath  the  true  knowledge  of  these  things 
aforesaid  shall  not  want  peace^of  mind,  though  he 
cannot  answer  to  every  question  the  devil  can  ask 
from  !the  letter  of  the  Scriptures ;  but,  howfever,  I 
shall  give  you  some  an^brs  to  these  things  conciem* 
ing  the  Jews,  that  you  may  be  a  little  better  satisfied 
m  tbat'pointy. if* you  can  understand  it ;  and  that  you 
nmy  see' there  i&  no  contradiction  between  the  Divine 
LookifigiOl4ss.andi  the  Scriptures. 

FIvdt;  A6  to  CbristV  people,  called  the  Jews,  wbicli 
you  halve  htardi  and  teen  so  many  letters  of^  who  doth 
such  mi^ty  wonders,  who  are  going  to  their  own 
kad,  you  are  not  sur^  it  is  true,  nor  nobody  else ; 
fori  am  iinformed,  it  is  nothing  dse  but  a  point  of 
rtate  policy  of  tive  pope,  and  his  council,  to  fill  the 
minds  of  peopl(3  with  such  things,  that  are  at  such  a 
distance  that  nohe  can  disprove  it;  so  that  other 
things,  that  are  bf 'more  conoemment,  for  the 
s^te  of  the -nations,  might  not  be  minded;  for  all 
people's  minds  in  all  Europe  are  striving  after  some 
deliverance  6r  privilege ;  but  what  it  is  they  would' 
have  they  do  hot  know.  / 

Secondly i  If  it  were  so  indeed  that  those  people 
Were  in«uoh  a  great  body  as  it  is  indeed  reported  of 
them^, -yet;  this  I  say,  there  is  never  a  one  of  them 
that  doui,  or  will  believe  in  that  Christy  or  Messiah, 
that  died  at  Jerusalem,  which  we  believe  in ;  for  those 
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Jews  go  to  act  over  the  law  of  Moses  again,  and 
their  Messiah  is  yet  to  come ;  but  ours  is  come  and 
past. 

Further,  this  you  may  observe,  that  these  Jews  in 
the  Turks  country  are  the  children  of  those  that  but 
our  Lord  to  deaths  whose  father  said.  Let  his  blood  be 
iipm  us  and  our  children.  So  that  these  Jews  will 
never  be  converted  and  believe  in  that  Jesus  which 
their  fathers  put  to  death  ;  for  his  blood  is  upon  them 
,  to  this  day,  and  will  be  to  the  end  of  the  world  ;  so  that 
rC  they  should  get  that  land  which  Moses  gave  urtto 
^  their  mth^rs,  yet  they  will  never  believe  in  that  Christ 
or  Messiah  that  we  believe  in,  no.  not  traditiorially/ 
as  most  of  Europe  doth :  so  that  I  say,  those  MoS^cal 
JewB  will  never  be  called  to  the  faith  of  the  gbspel, 
neither  do  we  in  our  writings  meddle  with  the  Jews 
going  into  their  own  land ;  if  they  do,  that  will  be 
Jittle  benefit  to  me,  or  you,  or  any  one  elsci  as  to  our 
stomal  happiness.  But  for  their  being  called  to  the 
iaith  of  the  true  Jesus,  the  only  wise  God,  I  am  sure 
they  never  will  be ;  nor  those  that  upbraid  me  with 
truth  not  being  on  my  side,  neither  is  the  Contrary 
jetx:ometo  disprove  me,  not  ever  will  (tome. 

Thirdly,  I  would  willingly  inform  yolir  judgment 
of  the  difference  between  those  Jews  the  Scripture 
speaketh  of,  that  shall  be  called  to  the  fkith  of  Jesus, 
and  those  Jews  that  shall  not.  This  you  are  to  mind, 
that  there  was  many  of  the  Jews  nation  that  were 
jdaoderate  men,  that  had  rio  hand  in  the  death  of 
Christ,  neither  did  they  give  them  their  voice  for  the 
crucifying  of  Christ ;  so  that  the  blood  of  Christ  was 
not  upon  them  and  their  children.  Therefore  mind 
what  I  say,  'in  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  which 
was  4  matter  of  ^rty  years  after  Christ's  death,  I  say, 
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then  was  all  the  innocent  Jewt»  t^ken  by  the  Roiqmis^. 
Vith  those  Jews  that  were  guilty  of  Christ^s  blood, 
and  those  innocent  Jews,  many  of  them  being  nouxed 
1^'  marriages  with  the  Roman  Qientiledi  tt^  have 
brought  forth  a  generation  of  Jew?  of  another  mLtuie, 
and  of  another  profession.  As  thu^  those  Jews  tlMtit 
kept  to  their  own  tribes  in  marriagRs^  they  professed 
only  the  law  of  Moses,  they  deny  t^e  gospel  of  J^us^ 
those  shall  never  be  called  as  aforesaid.  Seoondly, 
thosp  Jews  that  mixed  marri|ig0s  with  the.  Roikiaa 
Gentiles,  these  Jews  being  of  soother  nature,  tbey 
are  called  to  another  profession  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus.: 
but  I  must  teU  you,  it  is  but  to  aiO  outward  profession 
of  the  gospel ;  lor  few  or  noQ«  of  those  Jews  do  un^^ 
derstand  the  faiUi  of  the  gospel,  though  they  profess 
it  no.  more  than  tlie  Gentiles  do ;  for  it  is  the  power 
of  the  Gentiles  that  doth  set  up  the  gospel-worship  all 
over  Europe. 

Further,  I  shall  distinguish  who  are  Grentiles,  and 
who  are  Jews,  that  do  profess  the  gospel  in  a  literal 
way.*  the  Gentiles  are  all  the  priests  and  episcopal ; 
these  two  sorts  of  people  that  profess  Christ  they  are 
not  Gentiles :  the  Presbyterians,  Independents^  Ana*' 
baptists,  Banter,  and  Quaker^  are  fer  the  inost  part 
all  Jews ;  and  those  ail  do  profess  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
in  the  letter ;  but  few  of  them  in  the  spirit;  so  that 
saying  is  ^Ifilled,  Many  are  calkd,  but  few  areck^scmi 
that  is,  many  are  called  to  the  outward  profession  of 
Christ,  but  few  that  truly  understand  what  this  Christ 
is.  Nay,  I  myself  am  one  of  thps^  Jews  of  the  tribe 
of  Lieviy  according  to  the  seed  of  spirit ;  and  oot-ooly 
so,  but  God  hath  chosen  me  the  last  man.  to  deelave 
truth  to  those  Jews  and  Gentiles^  and  Qi^ny  tkere  is 
called  to  hear  it,  but  few  that  truly  believe  ii;  yelk 
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tome  tbere  is  both  of  Jews  and  Gentiles  that  do  truly 
understand  and  believe  in  the  true  Jesus^  which  is  the 
true  God,  these  things  I  do  certainly  know. 

So  that  if  you  can  understand  these  things^  here 
written^  you  will  no  more  be  troubled  at  the  devil's. 
wosds  concerning  the  Jews:  also,  you  will  say,  that 
truth  is  on  my  side,  and  will  be  on  my  side  to  the  end 
of  the  world,  when  I  am  diead  and  gone ;  so  I  shall 
leave  you  to. consider  of  these  things,  and  if  vou  caa 
uoderstand  them  you  may  be  the  better  satisned^  be^ 
cause  this  is  a  universal  interpretation,  therefoiA  ttiore 
hard  to  uudefstand. 

So  I  rest  3roujr  ftiend^ 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

ManhSO,  166& 


jt  Cepff  of  a  Lstter  Tvrktm  by  the  Prophet  Lodonncke 
Muggletofty  to  one  Mr.  Fletcher^  of  London,  June  9,5, 
1666. 

Mr.  ItdeheTt  wh»,  at  t  tmdertkmd,  ttrnformtrly  a  Blacktmith  by 
iVwIr,  htanommSolieitorintheLaw, 

I  UNDERSTAND  tiiat  you  a'-e  the  man  that 
hathflDanagedPittinan's  business  against  Mrs.  Butler; 
knd  not  only  *so,  but  you  have  got  the  better  of  it, 
your  wisdom  and  subtilty  being  greater  than  oucs  in 
the  tricks  and  querks  of  the  law,  which  we  were  un> 
acquainted  with,  though  Mrs.  Butler^s  case  was  as 
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just>  case  ts  ever  was,  for  Pittman  did  abate  and 
disjbionoar  her  good  dispositioa  very  much^  and  he 
abused  me  much  more,  for  I  came  in  a  fair  way  to 
PittmsiD,  and  told  him  Mrs.  Butler  had  sent  me  a 
letter  to  receive  the  goods  into  my  hands,  and  that 
I  should  pay  Mr.  Pittman  half  a  year's  rent ;  and 
withal,  she  sent  Pittman  a  discluurge  of  her  own  baud- 

[     writing*  which  discharge  was  given  into  his  own  band ; 

^  but  be  tiad  not  patience  to  read  it  himself,  nor  to  bear 
any  body  else  to  read  it,  but  did  rase  and  rail  at  me 
upon  a  spiritual  account,  and  calledme  blasphemer, 
with  other  base  speeches,  and  did  threaten  to  tbrmr 
me  at  the  fire  back ;  whereupon  I  did  pronounce  Pitt* 
man  damned,  sioul  and  body,  to  eternity,  and  be  shall 
be  sure  to  suffer  those  eternal  torments  according  to 
my  word,  for  be  hath  blasphemed  against  the  Holy 
Ghost,  a  sin  I  am  sure  God  will  never  forgive* 

And  I  understand  that  you  are  so  oSkndeA.st  me 
for  passing  the  sentence  of  danmation  upon  Pittman, 
so  that  you  have  blasphemed  against  the  Holy  Spirit 
that  sent  me,  and  have  raged  and  railed  at  me,  and 
have  called  me  blasphemer^  a  rogue,  and  have  threat* 
et^  me  to  persecute  tne,  and  to  use  yoUrbestea* 
deavour  that  possibly  may  be  to  have  nje  in  jaii  in 
three  weeks  time,  with  many  other  venomous  and 
envious  railing  speeches ;  which^  since  that  your  soul 
doth  thirst  ?tfter  my  blood,  if  you  could,  tak«a(f»y 
my  life,  and  not  be  hanged  for  it,  I  am  confident 
you  would  do  it  if  you  could  ;  yet  I  know  no  wrong 
I  ever  did  you  by  word  or  d^,  for  I  do  not  know 
you,  neither  do  you  know  me ;  neither  did  yvn  <»*  I 
ever  speak  together  as  I  know  of,  yet  I  am  >s6  railed 
at  and  abused  by  your  evil  tbngue  for  nothing.  Did 
you  ever  hear  me  speak  evil  of  you  for  managing  tb« 
tiuit  in  law  against  Mrs.  Butler,  though  I  was  ocm- 
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ceraed^ti  itv  b«t  I  did  raither  conaa&iA  you  fbi*  it 
that«did  Ibitigs  lo  wigely,:  thAt  job  made  a  bad  cause 
to  be  ||o6d.iti  lair;  wh«n  as  the  innocent  and  true 
Qaiksb  ^9»  ev«rtiirowD  through  our  innocency,  and 
iiir:igiiot«ii0eto^ber|  yH  in  all  this  I  sever  st^e 
evil'Of  you;  ii6tm  the  least,  but  could  have  Wished 
X'  bad  known  you  before,  that  you  might>  hav« 
b^n  employed  for  Mrs.  Butler's,  case,  which  tras  a 
jcMt,  ri^teous  case ;  for  certinnly,  if  you  did  so  welt 
Ibr  a  drei),  and  an  unjust  cause,  certainly  you  would 
hove  dobe-mach  better,  wh^  your  wisdom  hiad  acted 
itsself  forth' for  OQ  mnocent  person  as  Mrs.  Bu^er^ 
add'her  jdst^  righteous  cause,  as  before  said ;  so  tiMtt 
iowr  best!  cotjirse  would  have  been  to  have  minded 
jKDUV^Stnti  Ift  lawy  and  haw  rejoiceid  that  ^il  o«^ 
tbnniirt  fbe^fliiolcienit  in  Ivpf  righti  wfatch^she  Xntlst  Stifi^^ 
patieiitly';  yet  tins  j^es-nd  content,  exoeptyOiic^Oteli) 
be: tevenged  on  mb  foP'damning  Pittman.  -:>!:<  > 
->  '■  Hflmt 'tided  ywxt  >3t!eat  Hive  been  'sb  greai  for  Pi«ii 
miw'i  damnation?  i  There  wias  nothing  said  iagaiiiw 
ypti«b^miyiig  libat,  ycb  ^fa^l  hav4>minded<the  la# 
df  tb&  kitid  M  albresaid  y  for  li^  I  shall  affitm  t^  y|oW^ 
<Mr<'before.  aby  jadgev  that  God  hath  cursed'  a«d 
daunted Pith^'s  soul  and  body  to* eterrii^, '  aiid'hel 
nidiMitiwili  did  Abanias  land  3aphira  0iiswifo)!iik!e; 
cwnsiilt  tbget4«>oiat  of  envy'tii>:nie;,'i&db  MrsMiitl^ 
tiiatcWioi^tO'dcteiii  bev^gMdsAgM^ost  heroi>der. ' >  ■'  - 
i  i  Tbdrefove  I  MTf  ;this»  the  -HxM  do  so  unto  me,  and 
inMi^(iilSo,if  tinr.L(nid(idoth<iiot.«^eiige  himself :upoti 
JfidtJiaitlkiiid  hvs^mikiifcft  their  wickfed,  unjust  deal-J 
l«g»  ititiMsthiQg^'aDd  tiititf  blasphemy  a^fisk.God.'''' 
'i^'ilaidtnow  1  jsoaH  speifc  a  few^  woras  to  yeuj^  Mr! 
IMoher»  ^oi^ra8.ibefoi«Mtiffie^<  asl  1  underfiitaiid,"B( 
blacksmith  by  trade,  but  now  a  solicitor  in  the 'law: 
-  '  I  dv  dot  repeat  Jliis  v/iA  of'  kriy  dispiragemeiit  unto 
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yioi},  biit  b^oawfi  i>  knOir  mole  tnCB  'of  thtt 
ilptchftr;  80  tb«t  I.  would  not  hlureith^  reAebtionof 
tliist  letter  to  mfl(3Ctupoii;ai}y  ibutvtbe  irigbt  peoton^ 
btM^vse  I  do  notikooir  youc  pUi«r.iibna&;<  so  uiat Um» 
thiog'is  this,  that:  I  shall  taiy  mto  you^ittfisBiiich  as  i 
perceive  Ibftt  you  tee  of  the  seedrdf  the  -seitpeBti  /» 
aQ«(Of!l]B(e^l»^e¥en  n  son  o^f  the  devU,  a  rtpibbate^ 
whom  GodibathappOtinted  to  be  damiked  tOelornify; 
th^^H^  bs^lb  .God  i&ised  you  tip;  that  he  in^ht  sbeir 
h}»  ^yff^t'VtJ^  you,  ,in  tHat  be  JiaJ;h  left  you  to  nn. 
tgainstrfche  iBoly  Ghost ;  and.  wat- only  so,  bot  you 
}^teiMPQiiWd^ai¥i.bneatbed  outi  «rueU  tbnatenuig^ 
entious  pneeehe^a^ast  me,  whojaiti  mppoent,  viw 
li4tyMrbadAO^<diisc»iirte.with!<y0a7in  my  life;  hiMtl 
l^n^w  if(mTm)iit:e.iti  ibeoauai  IiMn,4be  menengcrto^ 
thfi  iQWMti  Jhigh><ji6»eU  and  that  yOui  shnU  fcnOv  ito  yotfr 
eftfimili^iii^  Attd  .shame,!  tiie  >vj|f][iM}QQSs  y^dn  nave 
committed, .  ifon :  irhlch.  you  inmX  ^w  damned.  It  i^ 
tt^s^^ifOidtsn^dike;  ctis*  £tst,  >3coiij€alMim<.a  bhis* 
fihAiiii}g!it«gi^:.6eQ0Bd]y):itbta;  I  lKi«s:a:ohe«ft  Ad  a 
dMeiiwiV  <ftntr!itvWJis.pi^>I>9hcidd  l&vtei  Thirdly^ 
wd/tliaA,  jjrOH  it7i9tald^iiiineeu|:e>ime!  What  yow  oaliiM* 
Md  tiiat,: :  if  iit  wlere .  possible  yosi  cjould  by  the  lav« 
yw  v/9uld  ihoiyei  me  io  ^a  j4il, .  triith  imai^  mode  -cvimI* 
e«^iptia  t$pee«besy  Arliidk  >QMdd  vsAA>6  spotoi  bit  by 
%,fffapbaie  devil,. -appointed  to  bftdaained,  to  one 
that.sQ4MKeieitera^>tbd.Mf^  itoddMier^^iJced.me  ft 
%H(rtion,<iieither.spiritu4lskorl»ii9>eiBaL;  yetiJM»evil 
A»tb:]^OQe)^d  from  you.  <  UUididolyols  thi]dk  in  yomr 
conscieoioe,  i|  I  were  not «  meMeiigfti!  of  the  Lonl, 
but  otily  aii.i«noeettfe  mad ;.  .I^ttijir^i  do  yon  4i)inki  that 
yO«  q«AdQ>thciW'thingsi  jaoH  jfjatltoeapik  the  dMrinap 
tio;l, of  jhell?,  .  liet  lany  abbef:  mah  jftdgc  Iwtweeii  you 
and.jme.  .:..;.. 
Thtmlhfffi  Mr.  FJetdiec  tteailidtor,  a»Iam  the 
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phemieis  against  God^  ami  your  cruel  muraerifigde-^ 
sires^  aodyour.widEed.speeohei  4igainst  rne,  without 
aeaiise  as  aforeiakl,  I  do  pron^unoe  this  Mr.  F^tcher 
oumd  aioil  damned^  both  in^soul  abd^bDdy^  Irom  the 
pDneooe  of  Uod;  elect  ixi6ii^a[iid'.angi9ls>* to  etenvity i 

GMiis  ia  thenfteiitedceof  thi^  JLoi^Gbd  upon  thee; 
add  faeeaiose  it  shall  mrnty  cbtb«  lipotiitliee^  n^ith^ 
almll  ytiutjescabe  what  I  haire^siiidy  lor  thy  Wicked»eM| 
ia  grtiaAf  and  thy^  sin  is  gba^  up  ^  tx>  beareti^  and  crieth. 
for  vaEi^eaace;  therefore  I  say  unto  thee,  God  ^  be 
Judi»  between;  me  and  thee  ^  in^  this  matter,  wid  let 
Crod  jdoso  untotme^  and  more  also  than  I  hwe  said 
to  ihee>  if  I  sha^l  do  this  without  a  commbflion  fW>Bi 
God ;  or  if  this  thiogrdeth  not  -come  to  pass,  which 
I  have  said  untoi  and  upon  thy  perBon;  body  and  scml^ 
then  let  it  be  upon  me,  that  you  and  others  may  know 
that  God  hath  honoured  a  mdn^so  far  as  to  givd  sen^ 
tence  of  eternal  damnation  upon  thb  souls  and  bodies 
of  reprobate  devUs,  who  spe&k  eyd  thing*  tbey-know* 
not.  .   .  '     ...'..    .  ^  ;.'•.-.■■*  • 


>  ' . «'  t^ 


JjODOWICKE  MiJG^UBTON: 

I  know  you  wouMigladly  ha?e  M>di«fl]fiW^toJaJ^bi]»d 
_„6  of  by  the  lnwof  the  I«ii4 ;  but-P  wtMiW>liiii*  ^6^ 
tolciMiiri  that  IcdtflBotibredk  fltiy^off  tbe'law^tei^ 
poral;  so  that  I  suppose  the  judgesof  tb^  l^d  vBt 
iwt  meddle  witfa  tilings  4hat  do  nc»t  belong  t«  the  t&v, 
that  is,  with  thiiijy;s  sptrittial.^^forthM  bdk^tageth  to 
Ood«  and  to  thoMiWhoBii'he  will  ^huse ;  fo^  ^^i>ituat 
commisaiona'aiie  mii«4  <tififeretfk'froai'.t6«irporai'<ioiim 
missions ;  aaMtaajfidtteB^of the  l$ffM  hav^b^mtmssidB^ 
from  the  king,  «>  God's  mes8eng«H'iat«''ju^€is;-  and 
haire  their  eQmmtteiiWifroi»r  beaten  ^  and  tbte  "judges 
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of  thie  laud,  thej  jitdgeaooording  toitliitiaMrDf  Unr 
commission* ;  so  God's  messengien*  who«i«  judges, 
they  judge  according  to  than,  and  thra  botbliavc  a 
rule  to  judge  by ;  and  you  see,  that  when  men  have 
committed  ^uch  things  as  the  law  saxth,  wiwoewar- 
doth  themfihall  die.:  :yoa  see  likewise  tbejudeegivetii 
^ntence  for  the. man  to  die^  Is  it  the.  judgeii that 
puts  that  Dfkan  ta  death  ? .  Surely  ;ho;  it  is  tiw  Bya'^ 
brcwBhoitthe  law  that  puts  :him  to  ideath ;«» that;  the- 
jnd^  lis  jEK>t  to  be ,  blamed,  but  to  be  hcmaared,  lor 
givittg: sentence  according  to  law:  so  likewise  it -ia 
with  God'fS  messecgisrs, .for  they  are  judges  of  spui-. 
tual  thiag8>  Now,  if  a  man  shall  sinagainst  the  Holy* 
GhcMt,  or  shew  himself  to  be  of  thei  reprobate  seed,  i€ 
God'M  messengers  (Shall  give  sentence  of  eternal  dam- 
nation upoii  such  a  man^  shall  the  man  so  condemaM 
by  God's  messei^er,  fly  in  the  man's  fiEbce,  and  say  it 
wa»  the. messenger  of  God  that  condemned  him  to 
eternal  deftth }  No,  it  was  the  man's  sin  that  con« 
demos  him  to- eternity ;  the  mesMager  doth  but  give 
sentence  according  to  the  demerit  of  the  sin,  jtist  as 
the  temporal  judge  doth  in  the  case  beforesaid. 

So  I  say,  a»  eertainl  as  you  Fletcher  and  Pittman 
have  seen  numy  a  one  put  to  death,  or  hanged  after 
the  judge  hath  given  SfentenCie  upon  them,  so  certain 
4o)  t  •m.  others  see  that  yoa  must  to  the  damoatioa 
of  li^U..  .  N<KW  the  sentence  is  passed  upon,  you,  delivec 
)iK>»r4elfifyou,can.  ...;.;. 

.  3ut  bepMise  it  is  not  executed  upon  y^dii  immA- 
dkdiely,  you  may  think  there  is  nothing  in  itv  hut  }mlt 
will  find  it  foon  enough ;  for  if  such  as  you  had  lived 
in  Mo8e»  time,  you  would  have  been  cjit  off  pnasentiy; 
for  Moses  did  not  stay  long  when  llie>erottnd  opened 
its  mouth,  and  swallowed  up  those  xebelUous  devils, 
such,  as  you  are ;  so  those  £lijah  desttx>yed:with  fire 
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irom  heaven^  were  such  as  you  are ;  so  £Iisha»  Isaiah; 
and  other  messengers  of  the  Lord^  luid  the  apostles^ 
us  Peter,  the  sentence  of  these  messengers  of  God, 
the  J  were  immediately  executed ;  and  had  you  lived 
in  that  time,  you  would  surely  have  gone  to  the  pot 
immediately  with  them  ;  but  your  damnation  doth 
ttekber  slumber  nor  sleep. 

'  Also,  I  understand  you  do  intend  to  have  the  Lord 
<>bi^  Justice ^s  warrant  for  me,  and  that  jou  have  a 
sreat  many  of  the  damned  crew  to  witness  against  me. 
Indeed  they  may  truly  witness  they  area  company  of 
damned  devils,  that  have  sinned  against  the  Holy 
Ghost ;  and  for  my  part,  I  shall  witness  before  the 
justice,  the  thing  is  true,  they  are  damned  indeed ; 
only  I  would  desire  you,  when  you  go  to  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  for  a  warrant,  that  you  will  present  this 
letter  of  your  damnation  to  his  honour,  and  see  if  his 
honour  will  give  you  any  encouragement  to  prosecute 
me  upon  this  account.  I  believe  his  honour  will  do, 
as  other  judges  have  done,  he  will  say  it  doth  not 
belong  to  the  law. 

How  will  such  devils  as  you  do  then,  for  such  mat- 
ters as  these  do  not  belong  to  the  law.  It  will  be 
your  best  course  to  take  Mr.  Dagget  along  with  you, 
for  he  and  you  have  been  brethren  together  in  ini- 
quity in  this  business  of  Mrs.  Butler's  and  Pittman's, 
notwithstanding  I  did  advise  him  to  the  contrary  ; 
but  I  perceive  ne  hath  ventured  his  eternal  damna- 
tion upon  Pittman;  so  according  to  what  he  hath 
done  in  relation  to  that  letter,  let  it  be  unto  him : 
but  this  I  must  say  of  Mr.  Dagget,  he  is  a  £atr  more 
moderate  devil  than  thou  art,  for  he  acts  more  ser- 
vient like,  but  tbou  acts  like  a  fiery  dragon  deviij 
tmt  God  will,  by  his  mighty  power  of  faith  in  me, 
see  his  vengeance  bf  ought  upon  the  dragon,  and  upon 
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tbesd'pedt;  so  I  shall  ^tand  still,  and/wait/updAin^ 
Gddy  and  in  h  little  tiine  I  shall  Bee  the  dovhiiisUof 
ihoifi,  or  some  of  these  my  confederate  toemieft^  so 
I  shkU'  see  what  jrou  can  do  ac^ofding  tet'the^laws  itf 
tbebttd. 

.  1  have  been  more  large  than  I  did  intend ;  but  loo- 
cause  these  lines  may  be  seen  bjr  more  than  the  jltrfef 
faimself,  it  was  necessary  people  should  uhderifiand 
the  grband  of  things^  so  they  ma.y  the  better  jbdgeioif 
these  things.  ^       :        ., 

LODOWICM  MLTGoiiETON^ 

neirueUcUq^geriifJtiusChrui. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  prophet  Lodowicke 
M^ggi€to%  to  Mr.  H<irri$on,  caikd  A^nUier  of 
BlUhfeildf  m  Staffordshire^  dated  from  LoruUn^  Octo^ 
ber^j  1666. 

I  UNDERSTAND  you  took  a  book  fifoiii 
Jbsiph  Whithworth,;  entitled,  The  Interpretation  of 
the  i  1th  of  theHevelation^  but  I  Suppdse  it  was  by 
the  justice's  order  that  you  had  it  to  perose,  the  jus- 
tice conceiving  tliat  yoti  were  better  able  to  jtvdge  of 
Jtthan  himself,  you  being  a  clei^yman,  ora  preietided 
minister  of  the  gospel ;  for  prdbfended  minist^^  of 
Chjrisib,  or  febe  priests.  Wing  no  t:ommis8fon  from 
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(Jk)^  for  (iwh  ^i  gr»at  wpFk^  tijey  ciIwIi^b  hedDiae 
«n«Wifs.fo|tFpe  propln^ts^  ^.po^tles,  s^nd  to  Christ  biim 
seJf ;  iW?/e  so  ^reat  enemies  aad  p^iiecutow  gtf  tiratfa 
s^i  falsia  p^riestSi  9pc|  fa)s9  minM^^s.  Tbi;S;tbe  ;Sic|r]|B^ 
^ur^dqth  wit;ne^  |bf  truth.  1^1 

AI^.T  do  Mpdeorsitap^  ch^t  ypu  did  <^U  thedodtrioe 
^d  iBterpretfttfion  of  that  ]i>pol^  bla^i^emyf  aiul4eQeit^ 
^p4^  he,  vith  divers  other  ^.ie^ea  speeches  agaiinst 
th|si  j^Qqtrine  co0t?iined  therein  ;  and  not  only  so,  but 
yoi^  c^dr  KdL\\  against  me,  the  author  of  it,  calhng  me  a 
bjL^ph^op^r,  and  a  deceiver,  and  that  you  did  believe 
\]^  L  waS;  a  Je$^it ;  •  and  that  you  did  believe  I  had 
r^fieived,  or^s  from  th^.  poipe  to  divulge  these  thiogg. 
to  deceive  people  withal,  in  regard  my  name  n^  tuu 
\if^^x^  un|bQ  m(^i  people,  it  being  not  a  common 
nfLfs^^  7h^s^  smd  s^uch  li^^e  words,  have  proceeded 
9i;M; of  youar  poiouth,  which  doth  discover  uoto  me  #hat 
y^(X\ur  h^^  is  J  also  \  dp  96^  further  into  yo^iir  faeart^ 
i^:th|if.yQm  ^i^  breathe  fprt}i  thfe^^tnings  of  peffteoii«^ 
iipl^P;  ^frins4;  me,  in  tlHtt  you  $aid  I  deserved  fire  and 
j[^^9t,  Wtith  other  cruel  punishments,  as  if  yoii  did 
pot  jtuQw  wh^  puqiahment  was  great  enough  forme* 
The^^  and  such  like  words  of  ypura, .  they  shali  be  a 
wi^^e^s  against  yqu  in  ypur  pwi»  cOnscienQe»  ajad  God-, 
a^ge]gj.^nd  mej^  shall  witness  ^gaiittst  you,  that  you 
ha](fe>swne|d  ,ag$iin$t  the  Holy  G^iost,  as  those  Sciibes 
^^ii]4  i^b^ri^ec^  did,  which  called  the  spint  and  power 
by iT^hichC^h^^t  wrought  those  wonoerful  v^iiOLtlfSB^ 
^fy^o^Ued  ij:  a  devil,  so  they  tinned  against  the  Holy 
JUhof t  ^n  the  same  manner  have  you  sinned  that 
ijHjp^dpJ^^bl^  sw>  whi;chvill  never  be  foi^ivten  you 
jti  t^is  J^fe^  nor^in  the  life  to  come,  for  you'  aire  tht 
abso^utQ  soekI  of  the  serpent^  a  son  of  tJbe  devil.  This 
I  do  cert^ly  know,  for  ^pne  but  tl^  leprobate  teed, 
whjom  God  hath  blinded,  ifcheic  ?y€»,  lest  they  should 
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me  th^  truth,  when  true  light  shin^th  before  them, 
iirould  have  said  as  you  have  done ;  for  thb  I  must 
tell  you,  whosoever  despiseth  an  embassador  of  Christ, 
despiseth  him  that  sent  him,  and  sinneth  against  the 
Holy  Spirit  that  sent  him,  as  you  have  done,  in  that 
you  have  blasphemed  against  as  pure  a  truth  as  ever 
was  spoken  by  prophet  or  apostle ;  for  the  same  God 
that  gave  them  authority  to  write  the  Old  and  New 
Testunent,  the  same  God  gave  me  authority  to  write 
those  things  you  have  so  much  despised,  and  you 
shall  find  your  blasphemy  against  those  things  pu- 
ntriied  with  the  same  punishment  as  those  that  sinned 
against  the  Holy  Ghost,  when  the  prophets,  apostles, 
and  Christ  were  in  being  upon  the  earth. 

This  is  not  all,  for  you  have  shewed  what  a  mur* 
dering  devil  you  would  be,  if  it  did  lie  in  your  power; 
no  less  than  burning  at  the  stake,  or  some  greater 
punishment,  would  satisfy  your  devilish  spirit,  could 
you. accomplish  it;  just  as  the  old  serpent  devil  Cain, 
your  grandfather;  and  bloody  Bonner,  your  father t 
you  kSpw  my  meaning.  But  this  I  say,  though  you 
cannot  accomplish  your  will,  yet  I  know  your  desire  is 
set  on  the  fire  of  hell ;  therefore,  according  to  your  de^ 
me  to  me,  it  shall  be  done  unto  you ;  and  look  what 
measiire  you  would  have  meted  unto  me,  it  rimstland 
sh^l  be  meted  unto  you  again  ;  for  you  have  coin- 
mitted  high  blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Spirit  t!ha^ 
sent  me,  and  in  calling  the  doctrine  coritaihed  iii 
that  book  blasphemy,  deceit,  delusion,  and  a  He, 
with  other  wicked  speeches  against  things  you  know 
not,  which  books  such  devils  as  you  were  not  worthy 
to  look  into ;  and  also  for  your  serpentine  nature^  tliat 
would,,  if  it  were  possible,  persecute  nie  to  the  d^th 
as  aforesaid,  a  man  .that  never  did  you  any  wiroflg, 
nor  never  saw  you  in  my  Kfe  to  my  knowledge ;  but 
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by  your  own  words  you  shall  be  justified,  and  by 
your  own  words  you  shall  be  condemned ;  therrfore 
in  bbfediene^  to  my  commission  received  from  God,  I 
do,  for  ^  the  aforesaid  blasphemies  against  the  Holy 
Spirit 'l!hat  sent  me,  and  what  measure  you  would 
have  iheted  unto  me  if  you  could,  the  same  shall  be 
misted  fo  you  again,  as  burning  and  the  like,  I  do 
pirdnounce  Mr.  Harrison,  minister  of  Blithfeild,  in 
Staffbrdshire,  cursed  and  damned  both  in  soul  and 
body,  from  the  presence  of  God,  elect  men  and 
angels,  to  eternity.  Your  body,  which  is.  now  your 
h^veh,  shall  be  jour  hell,  and  your  proud  and 
envious '  spirit  sha^ll  be  your  devil ;  the  one  shall  be 
ais'ifirei  and  the  other  as  brimstone,  burning  together 
tB  is^H  eternity. 

•  TKli'iS  the  sentence  of  the  Lord*s  messenger  upoji 
0ieep  .?ind  thou  shalt  remember  that  thou  wertlold  so 
by  ^^4^e  prophet.     Deliver  yourself  from  it  if  yoti 


LOPOWJCKE  muggleidn; 


'  'To  .'satisfy  your  evil  mind  that  I  have  no  orde« 
iPinotn  flifepope,  you  may  know  that  I  was  never  above 
ti^^ntyihiJes  by  water  in  all  ray  life,  and  that  I  am 
i^b'Latin  scholat  at  all,  only  I  can  read  English^  but 
hot  to  perfect  as  many  oth^rb  ca'nr,  yet  God  hatfa  gived 
me  more  knowledge  in  the  Scripture^  of  the  true.sepse 
'6^ifaehj  in  the  En^lkti's^^e^k'h  khy  man  in  the  world, 
^'tl^t!;!'  need' not  triivel  td  'the  pipe  to  lieara  kniiW^^ 
le^gefrttiti hlHi:  It w^ A^T^Xht^priitldteot p^h^U 
limitpofiiiei  tH  seek  ilferl^Sdhied'iri^h  for  heivehly 
Jctioirled^,  fo^  pt6^dk  UMaj^siU^mete  ^ught  hea- 
ireiiiy  Wi^tedgeofG^V  iMt;iS#iththlB;  riiy  knowledge 
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is  of  God>  and  no,^  by  educatioii  aqid  karplpg  ijrom 
man.  4I&0  X  sim^  irt^eborn  English  miEm,  and  ^  frp0r 
^ap  of  London  by  birth,  and  born  there,  aod  nevwf 
was  out  of  England  in  all  my  life :  also  I  aim  knovii 
\>y  person  to  thousands,  and  by  name  to  biuidreds,| 
^nd  to  many  that  never  saw  me ;  so  that  you  need 
not  eo  much  vonder  at  the  straogen^s  of  ipy  name. 
Also  I  have  been  in  three  sever^  prisons  upon  this 
account,.  ?a}d  have  had  rn^m)  '  '    , 

ftnd  ift  evpry  pef secqtion  ^gaia  , 

91  that  yoji  ,p*ll  ;^  npiinister,  ^ 
puted  agi^ina^  fx^f ;  but  they  g  ^ 

pjroicuii^q  thejjT  furt^ir  d^muat  5 

law  to,  dp  with  ;mm  ^ia^p^  I 

justify  that  which  God  conde  f 

^Mn^atiojji  cQfp^th  flpi  withip 

AjVJ'^  ,4t»  W^-  mi'^  f  ne  of  i  \ 

'w^pi^jl.^^as^^ied;  ,f;je,judg5,s  \ 

belong  to  the  law,  so  I  was  ; 

had  to  do  with  a  many  of  your  priests,  both  episco- 
p£d;iPfl  pr^hj^cfjfj  aod  aU. other  tpeiakers  ;  so  that  I 
have  not  been  so  obscure,  but  have  been  known  to 
^11  sflrj;^  of  people*  though 
ms^'f.  so  that  ^^u  njeed  not 
^^d  j  cpnpiepnipg  you.  for  J 
f^flce.pppn  yoy,  ^qd  p^hers  < 
?HW>ff^y  Wflftt*9^vej;,   as  } 

times.  ;,;    ,]:<  ,■,,■.•,  ■  .:.•;,.•,  ^    •„,;-.  •   m 

I  jt)^piM;^ij;^pd  to  write  these  fev  l^n^,  tp  s^^sj^ 
ym l*W»cif)v,s  ^t  in  that  njatter^, 99ncipipi%:  fliy 
gowi,^  ,tiqA^e,jwj^,,.(aa  .3fou,4i4_^unpo^e) 
^TO,^o  th^^;ypv^,pi^,4pv»bf  ijvi^  njiore  pf  th^t  m^tt^r ; 

§0  W  y^^  w^y  *HJfl?  JfiWf  i>feJ)5WH^HJ  «P*"'  ^'^ 
pth^T.jvay^  .^.ypu  cant(efl,hoMr.tp)*)t4e  the^ipe  p^f 
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jom  hmil  nccording  to  law ;  jrou  miiyldo,  it«  and  tee 
if  thai!  will  edMe  you  of  yovretttmal  dauuiatioii/         ■ 

.   LODOWICKE  mUGGJUBioN. 

,.pc<o^r6,.M66,;  .  :,  ;.  ■...,..  .,  ;    ;,,  , 

■■:.  ■■,-■  '  ,■       '.i    .'  ,i  'I'liit.ij    ji  ') -i;'!   l)!;;t)  • 

,*i    tuii<..n,ri    .(fi    iiti    ,l'iilt^r>-if|    mi-  ;   i:  ,  )   I,';  . ;. 

.1  ,.:!'..'  •      .     .  .  •  :     .   -•  -Id  I'i  •(  )<.[■;[  )  .!•    ;  ■;  •■-  . 

AUne  Lamct  'nan.ihe.  mft,^  Aksandtii  Delamaiu^ 
senior.    Green  to  her  July  5,  1567. 

Dtar  Ffiend  in  Ou  ^tmtU  TfitfA,  litt.  Jwke  lotted 

ACCORDING  to  your  req«ie$t  I.  ^ball  write 
thete  lines  as  followeth :  fiT$U  I  looked  «pon  yvvkto 
he  one  of  the  blessed  of  the  Lord,  .»od  s^d  of  ^itb» 
before  your  aunt  died;  but  X  kn^w  tbe.i$eed,wa$ 
smotherad  and  5tifl«d  in  yob  throiUgh  sc(«ie'jte«pOrBl 
occasiobs^  which  G»uld,notb0  avoided,  ;dD  thlat^t^ 
deed  of  ftatfa  in  yen  couljd  notgtow:  to  ^vkctifAiitiimh 
not  80  muob  faiardly  to  berseeii;}  yet  Isciw,  in. 'thai 
tiaae  of  darkntss,  tbftt^thete.iwas)  a,  loyi$iiii/:yOa  rtiitd 
the  truth,  Uibii^h  Voulr  knowledge  ai«ieK|pierieiwte 
was  Tecy  weak*  yet  1  hid.  a  good  opiiiion  ioi,^(m,^U>sA 
in  time  ihe.secld  of  fitith, in  ( (jrowi  w«uld  ^rinfi  fbv^ 
bnd  anpeaar  in'if».<Mw]Bliftenea»I  wa4»iiicMtdiogiio^wif 
liKragtits  of  you,  it  18.  comd  to  pAss,  wbiob  AikoOw 
yeilr  ownexpetieDlce  dan  ju^c^  it^  iAmt  itilw rj^«* 
cad  teU,:in  cdmfe  McatauM^,  wh4t  diSbitBtiei  tfaiare>i» 
betwedn  U^ht  anii.^s^khsi&^'iaad/bebmeidgnofllii^ 
'and kn^nrlied^/  >,,'i  V    i  •  t-)ilr[(>:M 'unr. 
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Secondly/  I  do  perceive,  irithin  a  short  timet  creo 
since  your  aunt  died,  that  your  faith  hath  growA  very 
much,  to  receive  a  prophet  in  the  name  of  a  prophet, 
else  would  vou  not  have  requested  such  a  thing  at  my 
hands;  and  because  you  would  be  sure  you  would 
not  be  satisfied  with  a  word  from  my  mouth,  but 
would  have  it  under  my  hand-writing,  though  the 
word  of  a  true  prophet,  is.  as  powerful  to  the  party 
concerned^  either  in  blessing  or  cursing,  as  writing  is, 
only  the  party  concerned  cannot  look  upon  words 
when  they  please ;  neither  can  they  shew  them  to 
otiiersv  i^  they  can.  writings,  whoa  I  am  dead  and 
gone.  1 

Therefore,  to  satisfy  your  request  in  this  thing,  I 
shall  say  this  unto  you,  that  I  have  so  much  discern- 
ing of  what  seed  you  are  of,  even  of  the  seed  of  the 
woman,  which  is  the  seed  of  faith,  that  blessed  seed, 
and  not  of  the  seed  of  the  serpent,  which  is  the  seed 
of  reason^  that  cursed  seed  ;  so  that  I  am  fully  assured 
in  myself,  and  do  steadfastly  believe,  and  my  faith 
hath  no  doubt  in  it,  neither  in  the  blessed,  nor  in  the 
cursed^  Therefore,  that  you  may  be  assured  of  your 
eternal  happiness  and  salvation,  without  any  doubt, 
I  do,  by  virtue  of.  my  commission  from  God,  and  the 
&ith  I  have  in  your  Vernal  happiness,  I  do  pronounce 
thee,  Anne  Lowe,  one  of  the  blessed  of  the  Loid, 
both  in  soul  and  body,  to  all  eternity ;  so  that  you 
need  not  lear,  as  Jacob  did,  when  he  received  the 
blessine  ofhis  fttther  Isaac,  he  feared  acuvse  instead 
of  a  fade^ihg^  becajuse  he  stole  the  blessing  ^/ycit; 
being  blessed  i^  the  £Either  that  had:  power  to  bless^ 
he  was  blessed^  and  it  could  not  be  taken  off  bim 
again :  so  I  lay  by  you,  being  blessed  by  ihe  test 
true  prophet  of  the  most  high  God,  who  hath  poiwer 
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giren  him  from  heaven  so  to  do^  thou  art  blessed  to 
eternity,  and  none  can  take  it  from  you  again. 

JTriUmby 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON, 

Oftfi  of  the  two  loii  PrapheU  and  Jfitnesses  of  the  SfirU 
unio  the  High  and  Mighty  God^th^  Man  Christ  J€$um^ 
in  Glory. 

Jutyb^XGffT. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodomeke 
Muggieton,  to  Mrs.  Ellen  Sudbury j  November^,  l667f 

Dear  Friend  in  the  eternal  truthy  Ellen  Sudbury y 

MY  love  remembered  to  you  and  your  hus- 
band ;  I  received  your  letter,  and  am  glad  to  hear 
that  you  are  both  well  ;  but  as  for  those  slanders  and 
evil  reproaches  that  are  cast  upon  me  by  the  damned 
crew,  it  is  a  small  thing  counted  by  me,  for  they  did 
»o  by  Christ,  the  only  God,  when  he  was  upon  earth, 
aod  would  do  so  to  him  now  if  he  did  appear  in  mor- 
tality as  I  do,  though  now  the  seed  of  reason  doth 
honour  the  words  of  the  true  prophets  and  apostles, 
who  said  by  Christ,  never*  any  man  spake  like  this  man  ; 
bQt  the  seed  of  reasooi  the  ctevil  did  think  then,  nevei^ 
any  man  spake  like  him  for  error,  pride,  and  blas- 
phemy.     What !    make  himself  equal   with  God  ? 
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l!h|e  jMiM  <»«e  b  Mith  tne,  though  likno^r  nevlermy 
prophet  or  apostle  did  or  could  Apeaik^  or  dedans 
those  things  as  I  have  spoken  or  declared,  and  the 
seed  of  faith  doth  and  will  know  it  to  be  true  what 
I  have  said  and  written ;  neither  do  I  speak  this 
out  of  an  J  jwide,  but  out  of  perfect  knowledge,  for 
true  knowledge  hath  no  pride  in  it :  also  I  know  the 
bten^ed  of  the  Lord  will  witness  unto  it ;  and  the 
ittote  the  devil  layeth  slanders  and  reprdaches  upon 
the  truth,  the  seed  of  faith  wiil  be  the  more 
strengthened  in  their  faith  ;  for  I  am  as:a  inark  for 
every  wicktd  man  to  shoot  at,  yet  the  archers  can- 
not  hit  me  so  as  to  wound  me,  though  many  arrows 
have  been  shot  at  me,  but  my  knowledge,  revelation, 
and  power  remaineth  in  as  full  strength  and  power 
as  ever.  I  know  William  Watson's  brag  of  George 
Fox's  book,  and  so  are  many  more  of  the  Quakers 
p^opk ;  but  that  will  yield  them  bdt  little  peace. 
Also  I  am  desii'ed  very  much  by  some  that  have  been 
Quakers,  but  are  come  to  own  this,  but  are  very 
weak,  not  able  to  give  a  reason  of  their  faith  in  this, 
desireth  me  to  write  an  answer  to  George  Fox's 
book,  which  thing  I  have  beguo^  and  as  soon  as  I 
can  I  shill  perfect  it; 

:  I  received  the  fifteen  shillings,  and  I  thank  youidt 
youff  kindness,  and  your  kinswoman  or  Iriend  ibr  him. 
And  so  doth  Mrs.  Bladwell>  she  is  alive  still,  footTcry 
wtok  of  body,,  but  as  confident  of  her  eternal  hap- 
piness as  ever ;  also  I  have  sent  your  kinlwicMRian  or 
ftietKi  a  book  all  bound  together,  the  prite  is  ten 
shillings,  they  were  always  so.  Our  iirieiids  here  are 
^H  pretty  well,  but  in  Cambridigeshii«  idiarles 
Cieeve  hath  buried  hi6  wife,  whicfa  is  ^^foesfe  (vtAifole 
tohilh  for  the  ^e^ent.    i  ..  i    a. 

!  i '    ■        :  )    ]  *       .        .     '     :  ■  f  .  / 1 
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*  This  k  all  at  pne»^it,  but  my  wife's  love  fMietnit 
bereduDto  you. 

I  rest  your  loving  friend, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON, 


A  Copy  iff  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Ladowick^ 
MtiggletaUy  to  ElizaUth  Hootan,  Quaker,  JfmiMrff 
26i  1668. 

tUuJMh  Hoaiam, 

i 

I  SAW  a  letter  of  yours  sent  to  James  Brocke; 
it  is  supposed  that  you  are  the  mother,  or  some  re4 
ladtai  to  that  Samuel  Hooton  of  Nottingham,  who 
WW  damned  to  eternity  by  me  in  the  year  1662.  It 
is  no  great  marvel  unto  me  that  he  proved  such  a 
despciate  deviU  seeing  his  mother  was  such  an  old 
shewierpent  that  brought  him  forth  into  this  worlds 
Also  it  is  thought,  that  Dorothy  Carter  did  give  sen^ 
tonce  of  damnation  upon  you,,  as  one  of  thie  seed  of 
the  serpent ;  but  seeing  it  is  not  certainly  known  un^ 
to  ne,  and  in  that  youhave  written  cursed^  and  many 
blaephemous  speeches  concerning  me,  for  in  that  you 
have  blasphemed  and  cursed  me,  whom  the  trut 
Gody  the  man  Christ  Jesus,  bath  sent ;  you  have 
blaispfaamed  against  God  that  sent  me,  and  have 
timed  against  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  look  what  judg^ 
ment  is  given  upon  your  soul  and  bod^  by  me  here 
in  this  life;  God  himself  doth  approve  of  ii,  ^nd  will 
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Bot  irreraeit  If  your  letter  had  been  onlj  con* 
cerning  James  Brocke,  I  should  have  left  it  to  him 
to  striiggle  with  you,  though  I  know  those  curses  you 
have  pronounced  against  him,  they  will  fall  upon 
your  own  head,  and  not  upon  his  ;  and  what  he 
said  concerning  George  Fox,  it  was  nothing  but 
truth,  and  George  Fox  shall  find  it  so  in  the  end. 
But  seeing  the  greatest  part  of  your  letter  to  him  is 
against  me»  I  shall  give  some  answer  unto  it. 

First.  You  charge  me  to  be  a  sorcerer,  and  have 
opened  (as  you  say;  my  mouth  in  blasphemy  against 
the  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  against  the  saints 
of  the  most  high,  meaning  you  Quakers. 

Secondly.  You  charge  me  with  a  cui^ng  spirit; 
and  say,  that  woe  and  misery  will  be  the  portion  of 
us  both,  meaning  James  Brocke  and  myself,>and  that 
it  had  been  good  we  had  never  been  born. 
.  Thirdiy,  ^Beit  ktown  (say  you  unto  us  both)  and 
to  all  <mr  wicked  crew,  as  you  call  them^ 
^  Fourthly].  You  say,  woe  unto,  thee,.*  MusgletcB^ 
thou  x^hiM  of  the  devih  thou  enemy  of  all  rigmeoiw^ 
ne$s*  .  i  -^  ! 

^  Fifthly.  You  say,  cursed  shalt  thou  be  m  thy 
going  out,  and  in  thy  coming  in ;  and  say,  thou  art  a 
oamned  devil,  as  thou  hast  Jsaid  unto  otberi ;  ab 
shall  it  be  unto  thee  y  and  say,^  thou  shalt  roar  in 
hell,  and  all  such  as  be  of  thy  spirit.        ; 

Sixthlyi  And  say,  for  a  sad  day  is  camii^  u^n 
thine  head ;  and  say,  the  same  head  that  cut  off  thy 
brother  Reeve,  and  shortened  his  days;  and  say  y  the 
same  hand  will  cut  off  thee.  .  :  .         ;     .      ,   .^ 

Answer.  .  First j  You  do  by  me  as  thoserwidfi^ 
Jews  did  by  Christ,  when; he  cast  out  Devils,  and 
eured  disease;  by  the  power  and  spirit  of  God  in  hiim 
They  said  he  did  itbjr Belzebub; the  piiotfe: ^iDeiidls.; 
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90  likewise  do  you  .Quakers  say  bv  me,  because!  dd 
by  .  the  commissi^i  of  the  true  C^d,  and  have  cast 
out  many  devils  out  of  many  of  you  Quaken  and 
otben  by  a  word  speakings  and  have  subdued  those 
witchcraft^fits  within  many  of  you  Quakers,  so  that 
the  strength,  of  your  witchcraft  is  much  abated  in  yx>u 
alU  and  ybu  Quakers  become  many  of  you  in  your 
rijdbt  minds,  to  youk-  peace  and  comfort,  and  otheri 
ofyovL  Quakers  are  cloathed  in  your  right  minds^ 
being  not  able  to  procure  a  witchcraft-fit  aa  formerly  ( 
for  it  turns  to  a  sensible  rage,  and  malice  and  blaeU 
pbeBiy  against  the  Uue  personal  God,  saying,  I  do 
thete  things  by  sorcery^  bb  the  Jews  did  by  Christy  as 
alojitoaid,'  .   h-  '    '■    / 

ii.^JSnecmdhf.  .  You(, cdutvge  me  with  a  turaUig  spintj 
fkddsay^  that  woe  amd  nlisery  will  be  the  pwtion  of 

I  Tor  thisl:;say,:if  Ih^ye  cuiried  ady  of  you  Quakers 
.wibboot  a  just  cause>  or  with6ttt.  a  comn^ission.  from 
th^itxn^GkidglH  wyoQiwid/miisery  come!Upo(n;me  im 
^cmiy  dc^^nflUiBg  W  [^rouflrdesire^  and  I  shall  bear  it  pi^ 
tievtly^ia^:  I  have  testified  ^im  all  my  writiqgs,  that  .if 
%bme  curses  I  haj^re  pronounced  upon  all  you 
Quaker^)  and  (Hb^rs^  if  it  be  not  from  authority  from 
Gco^i  then  Jet  thamJbe.iipoa  my  head,  as  the  desire  of 
Quakers!  is;  hAt  I  knowing  God  hath  owjieil  me 
tbtse  seventeen  yeair^^'^^d  bath  nsade  his  power  uvisif* 
bly  appear  in  xne;  upent  the  b6dies  and.  souls  of  many 
of  you  QuAkers^  and  m«re  iisfiecially  in  these  sis 
years  ti^e,  and  that  .God  ddtbi  ow!n  itfaat  curse/I  bme 
pronQUXxoid.  uppAdbeQuf^erb  p^bple/moreihaaaQjr 
oAliefi^oWl^.?  bftcaiuMBtitb^Quaker^' people  are  more 
AfttiHchristiaii  Ibani^i^p^  Mhi^»  Jthoiigb  I  confesa  tibe 
mallc0Matt>d  iMrpponil  .poitecntioo  h^thfbeeui  to  tM 
amk  \fkom  /otbentrtltertir.tha  ^iQuaksr^t  nbut  the 
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Quakets  people  being  of  a  more  Anti-chnsliiui  spirit, 
ftod  fighters  against  God,  a  penMMMil  God,  than  any 
otfaers  ivhateoever,  therefore  the  curse  I  hBv«  pvo^ 
aouiKod  upon  the  Quakers  people,  it  hat.h  tuctfn 
more  visible  effect  upon  them  thani  any  others  ;  Ibr 
tiie  Quakers  God  and  Christ  is  ali  within-  them,  aad 
froni  this  God  within  them  do  they  fight  with  my 
God  which  is  without  me,  even  the  man  Christ  Jesus 
in  that  bodjthat  was  nailed  to  a  tree,  a»  the  Scrip>- 
tui^aaithy  which  is  without  me.  For  at  what  time 
did  kdj  man  ever  heax  any  that  professeth  the  Scrip* 
t«u:eB,.or  the  Christian  religion^  to  say  they  would 
tsaxiiple  Christ  Jesus,  my  God  anci  me,  mider  their 
feet  as  dung,  and  despise  a  God  of  five  foot  hi^  at 
you  jQuaAwrs;  hare  dmie ;  for  yo«  Quakers-  know  <diat 
Xownoo  pth^  God  hurt  the  Man  Christ  Jcaos  « 
glory,  and  he  to  be  both  God  and  man  in  one  MO^e 
penion ;'  yvb  ytni  d^Tthia  God  of  riiii^  and  say  vou 
wiould-triiBipie  him:  and  me  under  your  Hei^  as  diif, 
fat  whiob  thio^  hath  the  wralh  of  this  God  Mhn 
Hponiyoa  Q^aakeii,  and  the  curse  preaottnoed  by  me, 
bis  messenger,  bath  taken  place  in  some  of  the  earn* 
nent  Quakers ;  Ibr  the  corse  (Mronounoed  by  ak, 
God's  messenger,  is  to  part  your  Christ  within  yoa 
one  Ivooi  another  ;  for  you  Quakcvs  do  not  die,  as 
you  say,  yoii  do  but  go  out  of  tfte  body  }  but  rare, 
when  you  do  go  out  of  the  body,  ycim  Chrnit  wittiin 
you,  sare  your  soul  and  he  dt>di  partotie  -frcp^  an«> 
ether,  and  never  shall  see  orte  the  othe^  more  to 
etnriiify  ;  and  this  hath  been  the  ejfect  of  tlM  eorse 
Hiwn  some  of  yoq  Quakers,  drily  to  sepamte  Cbrist*$ 
^imt  Dromi  yours,  ^at  yo«  nmy  never  9ee  one  the 
other  moreU)  eternity.  And  s^ing  these  things  hv^ 
fiUlen  oat  ih  these  nry  >day|,  and  that  God  bath 
ehos«n  ine  to  stand  Its  •  wall  of  brass  ^dtt  all  Ant^ 
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christian  spirits,  for  every  liypocritical  spirif  to 
aboot  their  arrows  at  me  ;  but  none  can .  hurt  me,, 
•Hor  make  any  entrance  into  me»  because  the  whole 
armour  of  God  is  put  upon  me  ;  my  feet  (tre  shod 
with  peace,  my  breast  with  the  bveast-^plate  of 
riKbteousnefia,  and  upon  my  bead  is/set  the  hbhnet 
ef  Sialraftion,  and  in  joiy  Mt band  is  iputiashiddof 
faiths  a«id  in  kny  right  band  is  put  B  two^dged  sword  j 
so  timt  no  fiery  dart  of  the  devil,  man  or  wofdan,  cab 
eater  note,  orburt  me  ;  and  with  this  Jtwjo^dged  BWwd 
kk  my  right  band  have  I  fougbt  with:  many  meii 
devils,  and  have  overcome  them,  abd  ypt:  revived  no 
wound  myself.  And  now,  l«it  of  all,  tliere  is  a  wo4 
ttan  devil,  namely,  Elizabeth  Hooton ;  she  bath 
shot  forth  her  poisonous  arrows  at  me/ in  bliEisphemy,; 
eursea,  and  words,  thinking  herself  stronger  than  her 
brethren,  that  if  happily  her  poisonous  arrows  miglM 
pierce  into  me  ;  seeing  that  so  many  of  her  Quaker- 
ing  brethren  to  fall  before  me,  she  was  moved  witih 

?reat  wrath  against  me,  and  zeal  lor  her  God  and 
/hrist  within  her,  and  madness^  that  some  of  bef 
breithren^  the  QMketi^  after  the  cuni&  pronbuneed 
upon  them  for  their  blasphemy,  they.; went  out  of  tihtf 
body,  or  laid  down  their  bodies,  as  Thoiaas  .Leigh 
did-  This  moved  her  to  pour  ouiK  ttoe/poj^Wn  tbat 
WM  in  her  heart,  wcth  her  tongue  ijet  on  ;tbe  ;$re  fof 
bell  agninbt  me«  in  curses  and  bm$phemyii  tbinkioff^hei: 
poisonous  arrows  and  vtodmous  ttmgue  sbciMjUdibtve 
took  bold  or  ptace  in  me,  more  tbaki  her  bgetJ^reib 
CWBes  did  bemse ;  but  as  the  men  deviljayou^r  Hire- 
thren  the  Qaidceihi»  were  made  partakera  (Of  God'^i 
vengeance  :b^  the  curse  df /his  oMAsongfr^  vkAh^A 
tibey  blaspbeiiMd)aBdiiiespi«ed  the  tr^  afooe^ 

aasd^  ili'Ibat  ftlmrvwfe  damned  tci^fieiini^^  besidtt 
tlbeil':gOingt9ut*oMe bod^  htte  Mym^x^hiok^4o 
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the  tame  curse  follow  you  for  your  wicked,  proud, 
presumptou8  speeches,  in  that  you,  being  a  woman, 
will  undertake  to  pronounce  woe  and  curses  to  one 
that  hath  a  commission  fropi  God  ;  yet  you,  from  a 
light  within  you,  and- a  Christ  within  you,  a  ^andy 
foundation  one,  a  puff  of  wind  from  a  4rue  prophet 
will  lay  it'levd  to  the  eairth :  and  woukl  it  ilot  have 
been  great  pity,  that  :sucth  «  slie  devii  as  you*  art 
should  haye  escaped  Uie  sentence  of  eternal  ^diamna- 
iion  ?  Surely  it  Would  ;  and  because  you  shatt  know 
for  what  you  are  damned,  I  shall  rehearse  some  of 
your  wicked  -speeches;  curses,  and  blasphemy,  which 
have  proceeded '  ou  t  of -your  mouths 
'!  i  Ftrrt.  You  feayi  'woe  unto  thee,!  Moggletoii,  tihou 
chikJ  of  the  deviL 

Sec4mdlp.  You  say,  I  have  opened  my  mouth  in 
blasphemy  and  cursing. 

-    Thirdly,    You  say,  I  am  cursed  in  my  going  out, 
and  in  my  coming  in. 

f   FouftMjf.     You  say^  I  shall  roar  in  hell,  and  all 
sucih  as  beof  my  spirit. 

Fifthly i^  You  sav^  the  same  hmld  arcut  off  my 
brothel^  Ke^vejaiYdiihortenisd  his  diayW,  tl^  same  will 
cutoff  me,     '-'  ^^>  -^•■:'-    '■   I.  -'j  *'  '  ^'    '  i.' 

Sixthly.  .  Yod  have  called  *me  is^erer,  because  I 
have  cast' the  devil  and  witchdrait  spirit  out  of  some 
of  you  Qtfakfit^,  and  bound  some  quaking  devils,  un- 
ok3»ein  spirits;  in  chains  of  darkness  and  fetters  o<] 
deatii,  that'shall  never  be  let  loosie  to  etjemity . 

These  things  have  been  wrought  and  much  moi¥, 
by  the  tommission  of  God  in  me,  for  which  you  calf 
tee  sorcerer,  as  those  devils  did  say  br  Christ  when  on 
earth*  He  oast  out  n^any  devils  ana>miclean  spirits 
outof  meiiand  women,  and  tfamr  said  he  did  it  fay 
Beizebub,  the  prince  of  devils.    So  saj  you  Quadcen 
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by  me ;  and  you,  Elizabeth  Hooton,  Quaker,  have, 
in  a  high  manner,  hke  them,  also  sinned  against  tlie 
Holy  Ghost  that  sent  me,  with  great  pride  and  high 
presumption,.^  may  be  read  before. 

Therefore,  ^^n  obedience  to  wy  commission  from 
the  true  God,  the  man  Clirist  Jesus  in  glory,  in  hea- 
ven above  the  stars,  I  do  pronounce  Elizabeth 
Hooton,  Quaker,  for  these  horrid  blasphemies  apd 
hard  speeches  against  the  truth,  cursed  and  damned, 
bot  the  presence  of , God, 

e|ec  y.  ' 

1  hell,  and  your  proud 

)rdLg  ;  the  one  shall  be  as 

]6re  ,  burning  togiether  to 

jaj)'^  thin  you  cannot,  nor 

5^9;  ^er  you  from  the  sen- 

,ten 

*  Tfrittenby 

LODOWICKE   MUGGLETON. 

One  rfthe  two  last  Prophets  and  Witnesses  of  the  Spirii 
unto  the, High  and  Mighty  God  the  Mfln  Christ  Jesus 
in  Glorj/. 

January  26,  1668. 
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The  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Frophet  Lodawicke 
Muggleton,  to  Mrs.  Parker^  May  25,  1668. 

Laving  Friendj  Mrs.  Parker^ 

I  HEAR  by  Mrs.  Sudbury  that  you  have  been 
very  ill,  else  you  would  have  written  to  me  yourself; 
I  should  have  been  glad  to  have  received  a  few  lines 
from  yourself,  if  you  can  write,  though  it  may  be  you 
may  think  you  cannot  express  yourself  as  you  would^ 
yet  let  not  that  be  any  hinderance  to  you,  fcur  it  is  not 
the  wisdom  of  placing  words  that  I  mind,  but  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  heart ;  for  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart 
the  mouth  speaketh^  or  writeth,  whether  it  be  in  things 
that  are  good,  or  in  things  that  are  evil.  I  confess 
I  do  not  know  you  by  the  sight  of  the  eye,  nor  by 
writing;  but  I  have  heard  a  good  report  of  you  by 
others,  as  one  that  doth  truly  Delieve  the  truth,  es- 
pecially by  Mrs.  Sudbury^  She  giveth  a  good  cha-. 
racter  of  you,  as  one  grounded  in  the  true  ^ith  ;  as  if 
your  knowledge  did  arise  very  high,  in  believing  all 
things  declared  by  me,  and  that  you  have  a  good  un- 
derstanding in  the  rise  of  the  two  seeds,  and  1k>w  God 
becamie  flesh,  with  other  things  ;  and  that  you  have 
received  much  peace  and  satisfaction  in  your  mind, 
since  you  believed  in  this  commission  of  the  Spirit. 
I  do  not  in  the  least  question  the  report  that  is  given 
you  by  others,  but  am  altogether  inclined  to  believe 
it,  especially  from  such  persons  as  have  experience  in 
themselves,  they  can  judge  of  the  experience  in  others 
also ;  there  are  few  persons  that  have  a  love  for  me. 
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as  a  prophet  of  the  Lord,  but  their  hearts  are  right  ia 
the  sight  of  God  also.  And  as  the  foundation  ot  your 
faith  is  built  upon  this  commission  of  the  Spirit^  it 
will  be  as  a  sure  rock  that  shall  never  fail  you,  though 
many  storms  of  reason,  the  devil's  temptations,  may 
come  violently  upon  you,  yet  it  'will  not  touch  that 
inward  peace  of  conscience  in  the  assurance  of  ever- 
lasting life ;  for  faith  in  the  true  God  is  that  white 
stone  in  the  heart,  wherein  is  written  a  new  name, 
which  none  can  read  but  those  that  have  it.  This 
pmny  can  experience  at  this  day.  Also  I  doubt  not 
but  your  faith  will  grow  in  you  more  and  more,  from 
strength  to  strength,  so  that  the  peace  and  satisfac- 
tion you  have  begun  in  you  already  may  encrease  to 
a  greater  measure  of  peace  and  satisfaction  of  soul 
to  the  things  of  eternity,  to  the  full  assurance  of 
eyerlasting  life,  so  that  no  doubt  may  arise  in  your 
heart 

I  thought  good  to  write  these  few  lines  unto  your- 
self, to  strengthen  y6ur  faith,  perceiving  by  Ellen 
Sudbury's  letter  it  was  your  desire.. 

So  at  present  I  shall  say  no  more^  only  my  love  to 
yourself. 

I  rest  your  Friend  ia  the  true  faith, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

The  Poftem^  Landooy 
May  25,  1068. 

My  wife,  though  unknown,  remembers  her  love 
unto  you. 
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"the  Copif  of  a  Letter  xvritten  by  the  Prophet  Lodowkice 
'  Mu^glfiion^  to  Mrs.  Ellen  Sudbury,  May  25,  1668. 

'  't 

I . .     ,  .  ,  '  i     i 

D^ar  Friea^  m  the  eternal  Truth f  Ellen  Sudbury^ 

I  RECEIVED  ycfur  letter  With>  the  incloserf, 
aiid  gave  youir  hisband^s  letter  to  Mr.  Delamaine  j 
also.  I  anil  ^fad  t6  heaf  that  you  and  ydur  husband  aM 
bbtfi  veil  iw  ti  this  prfesent  li^,  for  I  fchow  yourha^ 
pWeis  in  thfc  life  to  cofaife  ^ifl  be  sure,  ih  that  my  feitH 
is  iti  you,  aud  ^trdi  U\i\\  in  me ;  aiid  iot  by  faith  QbA 
te  in  lis,  kfid  ^e  iii  hlmi 

This  is  th&t  umtth.  men*  dbd  wottfeivl'iavfe  With  Gbd; 
tieiri^  ^alrtdkfert  df  thfei  divihe  nktur*  of  G6d.  FaitB 
c6me^  H .  Hekrthg  tWe  Wotil  df  Gbd  tofeacWd  ;  arid 
how  ^n  hfe  pie^eH,  ^^te'pt  he  be  Sfenfr;  that  iSi  iirhd 
can  make  known  the  trqe  God,  and  declare  the  tHlli 
ri^Wfe6ti$rfe§s  (if  fflitfi  ^m  itikw;  bit  m  iMii  »  S^t  of 
God  \  arid  thi^  ti^MioA^hfeks  bf  fAitft'  4&'  tt  ybif^  EflfeH 
Sudbury,  before  ybii  sk^^"tiiei  afa*  t^^t  i^tth^Wkii^ 

face,  or  heard  your  voice  ;  but  in  your  iettcirs  lil^ 
that  salvation  was  come  to  your  house,  in  that  you 
received  ^^rApft^ll  ih'lfh^'nkiii^biF  k  ¥W)^t,Vou  could 
not  miss  of  the  blessipg  of  eternal  life ;  and  you  being 
theriA^trdnlfe6til  (iccaii^if  yWrr  Hifeband's  receiving 
the  faith,  whereby  he  hath  peace  and  re^t  in  his  soul, 
as  to  his  eternal  happiness,  as  I  fiifd  oy  hi'd  writin^^ : 
so  that  it  may  be  truly  said,  that  salvation  is  cohie  to 
your  ^ous^)  in^that  you  received  a^prophpt  ij[^.i;^e,f  inne 
of  a  prophet,  you  have  received  a  prophet'ff  reVj^^/(j|^ 
for  every  true  prophet  hath  salvation  attending  on 
him.  And  as  for  our  friend  Mrs.  Parker,  I  i>erceive 
she  hath  been  very  ill,  and  that  she  would  beg  a  few 
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lines  from  me.  Now,  what  I  write  to  her  must  be 
grounded  upon  your  report,  for  I  do  not  know  that 
ever  I  saw  the  woman,  or  received  any  lines  from  her, 
yet  I  judge  your  discerning  to  be  good,  and  the  things 
true  you  report  of  her ;  therefore,  upon  your  report, 
I  shall  write  a  few  lines  to  her  in  particular  ;  and  as 
for  my  coming  into  the  country  this  year,  I  think  I 
shall  not,  neither  to  Cambridgeshire,  nor  no  where 
else.  I  am  desired  much  by  Charles  Cleve,  and  other 
jfiriends  there,  t6come  this  summer,  and  by  friends  in 
Koit  also,  but  t  have  no  intent  to  go  from  London ; 
but  for  the  devils  malice  I  matter  not  wJhat  they  caa 
do  utito  me,  for  the  devilft  must,  not  go  beyond  the 
law^  le$t  they  bring  thietnselves  into  d  premuniire  ; .  for 
had  I  known  sor  mubh  as:I  dd  know  naw^  i  wheh  I  trcb 
tekeoDt  ftt  <}he6terfidldi  t  would  faavemAde/the  nbayter^ 
•kkrmeik  a&d  constable  .wdarjFdf  what  thby  did  The 
flenite •  malJ€e/Coutd  havei done'  me. but  little  hiirti  if  >  1 
hbd  bdea :Wi8e ;  bwl  bs  the  provefb  it^  M%d6tn9$  j^md 

«Rft3iper{  bo  OaodE^  F^kT^  book ;  it  is.  reiuly  for  the  piiess^ 
^benafere  iwhetiliyouj  aee  ipltoaed^  tbigWe^o  wknd»itjend 
aa )  wofi  )»9::  |)r^u^  4^  with'  eojk^enienoi,!  jnbtiwton^ing 
ji!Wirstt]y^94  ;  £  itfadiught.  byoooti  ifri^d  Tomkkiwii's 
letter  ti> have«teathim «t  LoadDnabquqi}  W&itsanindet^ 

•btlfcbl^  didifl0lI;$:Qtliei  ^  .-;///  m-.-u'I'  .liiiitj  h>  ^\'y)iU 
;  ;i:Ws.^AilIiy-te  taja  lervfe  to^y<*ar9«ft^d|Cirlyoti)t 
^jwbbpdiwHbtmjTliife'^  Imetblj^^  iii  ^<'  i 

;r,  jI(rpstaifcid.ren»ai»!you?:Rrreiidiinrth^ 

'^^  fefe  TW'lert^f  iW»  W'.  for  ldii<^^te 
^Mtt^^dri,  'irt''«ie'  idabW'BmhiS  house  in  the  Fos, 
*WA,  il^t  do6f'C6  the  sigh^^  the' Wliiteltorse. 
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The  Copy  of  n  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggieton,  to  Thomas  Tompkimon,  May  26,  1668. 

Loving  Friend  in  the  eternal  Truths  Thomas  Tompkinsonf 

I  RECEIVED  in  Mrs.  Sudbury's  letter,  dated 
May  3,  1668,  a  letter  of  yours  inclosed,  dated  April 
20,  1668 ;  in  which  letter  of  yours  I  am  glad  to  bear 
you  are  well,  and  tbat  your  faitb  is  so  strong  as  I  per- 
ceive it  is;  neitber  are  you  blamed  by.  me  for  any 
slotbfulneas  in  you,  for  I  am  glad  you  are  so  well  sa- 
tisfied, in  younelf  that  you  bad  no  need  to  write  to 
me.  I  conld  \^ish  all  saints  were  so  satisfied  in  tbeir 
inihds  in  all  tbings,  to  bave  no  need  to  write  unto  me, 
neitber  for  temporal  nor  spiritual  satisfaction.  I  could 
be  glad  if  every  saint  bad  it  in  tbemselves.  Also  I 
perceive  in  your  letter  tbat  you  bad  an  intent  to  come 
to  London  about  tbe  tentb  of  May,  but  it  seems  some 
bccasions  did  prevent  you  of  tbat  journey  at  present ; 
and  as  for  tbat  book  of  George  Foic^s,  I  bave  written 
an  answer  unto  it ;  I  bave  now  finished  it ;  it  will  con- 
tain»  as  I  suppose,  a  matter  of  twelve  or  fourteen 
sheets  of  print.  There  was  great  glorting  ki  tbe 
Quakers  people  at  tbe  first  in  Georee  Irox's  book  ; 
but  this  answer  will  be  as  great  a  shame  to  them  ; 
therefore  what  you,  or  any  others,  are  Iree  to  give 
towards  tbe  printing,  let  it  be  as  sfoon  as  you  can,  for 
I  do  think  to  put  it  to  the  press  about  two  or  three 
weeks  hence,  You  may,  if  you  please^  send  i|;  to 
Mrs.  Carter's,  or  Mrs.  i^udbury's,  which  you  please, 
and  they  will  convey  it  unto  me.     And  as  for  th^ 
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book  Fox  set  forth  against  me,  it  maketh  all  wise  men 
to  see  the  weakness  of  the  Quakers  people  more  than 
they  did  before,  for  there  is  none  rejoiceth  in  that 
book  but  those  that  are  damned  by  me,  or  some  ig-*^ 
norant  shatter-brained  people,  that  know  not  their 
right  hand  from  their  left  in  matters  of  religion  ;  but 
such  people  as  are  serious,  that  do  mind  interpretation 
of  Scriptures,  they  like  it  hot,  for  he  hath  brought 
many  places  of  Scriptures  to  prove  me  a  false  prophet 
an^  liar,  but  he  givetb  no  interpretation  ;  he  leaveth 
Ihe  dea<^  letter  to  speak  for  itself,  and  to  condemn 
me ;  so  that  I  am  forced  to  interpret  those  Scriptures 
Fox  hath  left  silent,  which  will  appear  in  the  reading 
of  this  answer  to  his  book. 

This  is  all  at  present,  only  to  let  you  know  that  I 
am  well ;  so  with  my  love  remembered  unto  yourself, 
and  your  wife, 

I  rest  your  Friend  in  the  true  Faith, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

JP0siem,  London^ 

May  26,  1668.  ^  ' 

My  wife,  though  unknowi^  unto  yon,  desireth  her 
love  remembered  unto  you  and  your  wife. 

You  may  direct  your  letter  to  me  thus :  for  Lodo- 
wicke  Mugglet<m,  at  the  widow  Brunt's  in  the  Postern, 
London,  next  door  to  the  sign  of  the  White  Horse, 
Dear  Moor-lane* 
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^.  C^  of  a  lAtHr  written  by  the  Prophet  ^,f\<^iqke 

Muggieton  to  Mrs.  Dorothy  Carter  ;   being  u  redatim 

'   "if^stmte  Passaged  in  a  Discount  mth  George  White* 

,  Jiead^  and  ,Josias  Coie,  two  Speakers  of  the  Quajkers^ 

'    in  the  X^ar  ,1668  ;  \as  also  some  relation  ofthp^t  curbed 

{  Jikml  ^hfm^^Lof^  iSpeafctr  if  tfieQmkeffs,  4nd  ^ 

i^^^heBff^eiOiS^  God's  Vengeance  did  seiae  upoH^him^ 

^inrnedic^idy  after  the  Return  of  an  Answer  to  his 

cursed  blasphemous  Letter ^senf' to  me,  and  in  less  than 

,    rfAff  e  If^^i^^  jgjf^r^ro^  dead,  and  buried. 

1 .  I'HE  first  question  or  words  Cole  jSipaHe  to 
me,  as  near  as  I  can  remember,  were  these :  saith  he, 
thou  sayest  God  is  in  the  form  of  a  man>  and  thou 
sayest  his  hand  is  not  much  bigger  than  mine  or  thy 
hand ;  and  thou  seest  what  a  little  this  hand  will 

.hold ;  yet,  saith  he,  God  is  said  to  have  measured 
the  waters  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand,  and  behold  the 
nations  are  as  the  drop  of  a  bucket. 

Why,  said  I,  do  you  believe  God  to  be  so  big  to 

ihdldi  U)8  waten)n)^)Uie  hollow  of  (his  hand  ?  TMt  is 
spoken  in  relation  to  his  great  (Wiadom,  poweriW^d^o* 

-ODiinJoii/tand  not.nelatioig  to  the  bigness  of  bi^i^^tid; 

.  far  a  ^  kingl  tnay  coitqiier  many  kin^c^ms  by  the  p(>MN}r 

•tdf  (bis  sHTord,  which  his  people  have  put  into,  their 
hands  by  his  command ;  and  the  kiog  may  ^jr  he 
hath  won  these  kingdoms,  and  reduced  them  to 
obedience  to  his  laws  by  the  strength  of  his  own 
hand  ;  yet  the  king's  hand  is  no  bigger  in  bulk  and 
bigness  than  another  man's  hand  is :  also  I  said^  that 
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I  that  am  but  a  mortal  man,  have  power  over  such  a; 

geat  God,  whose  hand  is  so  big ;  for,  said  I,  that 
od,  whose  hand  is  much  bigger  than  thy  hand  or 
mine,  I  have  power  over  to  condemn.  This  was 
passed  by,  and  no  reply  from  them. 

2.  Whitehead  said,  he  did  hear  one  say  that  I  had 
damned,  that  I  should  say  I  was  as  glad  I  had  given 
Judgement  and  sentence  of  damnation  upon  him,  as 
if  one  had  given  me  forty  shillings. 

This  I  did  acknowledge  to  be  true,  for  I  have  said 
so  by  several  desperate  devils,  and  I  am  justified  in 
the  sight  of  God,  and  in  my  own  conscience,  for  so 
doing. 

3.  Whitehead  said,  that  he  did  hear  that  I  had 
cursed  a  man,  and  he  changing  his  apparel,  came 
afterwards,  and  did  procure  a  blessing ;  and  that  this 
man,  or  some  other,  did  smite  or  knock  a  pewter-pot 
upon  or  over  my  head. 

This  I  said  was  a  lie,  and  false,  for  never  did  any 
man  strike  me  over  the  head  with  a  pot  in  all  my 
life ;  and  as  for  that  report  which  Pope,  that  damned 
devil,  in  saying  he  was  blest  after  he  was  curst,  it  is  a 
false  report,  and  a  lie,  that  he  hath  reported  several 
times  amongst  ranters  and  Quakers  ;  for  this  Pope 
was  a  ranter  when  he  was  curst,  which  is  about 
fifteen  years  ago,  and  is  a  worse  ranter  now  than  he 
was  then,  and  that  you  Quakers  know  very  well  what 
a  wicked  piece  he  is,  and  the  wicked  lustful  life  he 
liveth  now  in ;  yet  ycm  Quakers  will  rather  believe 
this  damned  devil,  and  wicked  lustful  person,  than 
believe  me,  who  have  been  kept  innocent  from  the 
breach  of  any  law,  from  my  childhood  to  this  day ; 
but  I  know  you  Quakers,  being  of  the  same  nature 
and  seed  of  the  serpent,  as  those  Jews  were  in 
Christ's  time,  who  desired  of  Pilate,  that  a  thief  and 
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a  murderer  should  be  delivered  from  death,  rather 
than  Jesus,  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the 
sins  of  the  world :  so  it  is  with  you  Quakers,  you  had 
rather  belive  this  wicked  lustful  devil  Pope,  who 
hath  from  his  youth,  till  now,  had  sin  and  wicked- 
ness reigning  as  lord  and  king  in  his  mortal  body: 
I  say,  you  had  rather  beHeve  him,  even  this  notable 
sinner,  than  to  believe  me,  who  am  the  Prophet  of 
the  most  high  God,  the  man  Christ  Jesus  in  glory, 
and  have  power  given  of  God,  as  Moses  had,  to  set 
life  and  death  before  you  ;  but  I  know  you  will  say 
in  the  thoughts  of  your  hearts,  though  not  in  words 
as  those  Jews  did  by  Christ,  away  with  Muggleton, 
let  us  have  Pope,  that  wicked  lustful  man,  that  we 
might  hear  and  mquire  of  him, 

4.  Whitehead  espied  a  knot  of  ribbon  upon  the 
sleeve  of  my  coat,  and  said.  Why  doest  thou  wear 
this  vanity  ?  Also  I  said  to  Whitehead,  why  doest 
thou  wear  silk  buttons  upon  both  thy  coats  ?  He 
said  they  were  necessary  ;  and  I  said  no,  he  might 
•wear  hooks,  and  eyes,  or  ilet-holes;  so  that  was 
•past  by. 

Again,  I  did  say  I  did  wear  ribbons  on  purpose 
that  I  might  not  be  taken  or  thought  to  be  a 
Quaker,  for  I  do  hate  the  Quakers*  principles  ;  with 
that  Whitehead  said,  that  thou  hatest  all  righteous- 
ness, and  spake  as  if  himself  and  Cole  were  writing 
against  me,  in  answer  to  mine  against  George  Fox, 
and  some  other  things  or  words  they  had  catched 
from  me  in  discourse  to  make  me  manifest :  also  one 
tigly  flighting  word  did  Whitehead  speak  against 
the  personal  God,  which  I  do  own,  that  he  would 
trample  him  and  me  under  his  feet  as  dirt,  with  some 
other  words  of  flighting  and  undervaluing  nHy  power ; 
•whereupon  I  did  pronounce  George  Whitehead  cursed 
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and  damned,  iti  soul  and  body,  to  eternity  :.  also  I 
said  his  God  witliin  him  is  cursed,  and  that  God  he 
believed  or  trusted  in  without  him  was  damned  with 
him,  and  so  ceased  discourse  with  him. 

5.  When  Gole  had  heard  me  speak  thus  unto 
Whitehead  he  was  still,  till  I  had  ended  with  White- 
head, but  I  saw  his  eyes  dazzle,  and  his  spirit  workr 
ing  within  him,  so  immediately  after  he  uttered  these 
words,  or  such  like:  saith  he,  I  have  heard  of  seve- 
ral thou  hast  cursed,  but,  said  he,  I  did  not  believe^ 
had  I  not  heard  and  seen,  that  a  man  could  have 
spoken  so  presumptuously. 

Then  said  I  unto  him,  dare  you  say  that  I  have 
spoken  presumptuously  ?  He  said,  he  did  believe 
it  was  presumption;  then  said  I,  on  the  contrary^ 
I  do  believe  thou  art  the  seed  of  the  serpent,  and 
wilt  be  damned;  and  now  see  whose  faith  will  be 
strongest,  yours  or  mine;  for  my  faith  shall  keep 
you  down  or  under  for  ever.  Under  what  ?  Said 
he.  I  said,  under  eternal  damnation.  Then  said 
he,  doest  thou  ground  thy  sentence  upon  my  belief  ? 
I  said  yea  I  do^  for  you  believe  that  I  spake  pre- 
sumptuously, and  I  do  beUeve  you  to  be  the  seed  of 
the  serpent,  and  will  be  damned  to  eternity.  Then 
said  he,  doest  thou  judge  this  to  be  a  sentence  upon 
ipe  ?  Yea,  said  I,  what  should  it  be  else  I  Then 
Cole  rose  up  with  a  zeal  for  his  God  within  him, 
and  said,  I  told  thee  before  that  I  would  try  thee 
and  thy  God,  sayine,  they  were  setting  forth  a  writ- 
ing against  me ;  and  withal.  Cole  pronounced  many 
curses  upon  me,  with  his  eyes  full  of  dazzled  babies 
in  them;  and  Whitehead,  he  came  with  great 
threatening  of  judgements  upon  me,  they  being 
both  so  full  of  curses  together,  that  I  can  hardly  tell 
what  they  said,  their  curses  were  so  many   and  so 
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TariouSy  so  Ihat  I  could  not  tell  which  curse  of 
them  both  did  most  concern  me  to  take  notice  of, 
only  one  passage  I  do  remember  Cole  said,  that  I 
should  sink  in  the  pit  of  darkness,  and  such  like 
words  ;  he  used  the  word  darkness  many  times,  but 
their  wcwrds  were  both  together,  so  that  their  words 
took  no  place  in  me,  no  not  so  much  as  to  remember 
what  they  said ;  but  I  perceive  Cole's  curses  were 
much  like  unto  Thomas  Loe's  curses  in  his  letter 
to  me. 

Many  words  more  there  was  between  us  at  that 
time,  but  these  are  the  words  and  passages  of  most 
concernment  at  that  time,  and  of  a  final  judgement 
and  sentence  of' eternal  damnation,  that  I  gave  that 
day  upon  Josias  Cole  and  George  Whitehead,  speakers 
of  the  Quakers. 

This  I  do  discern  and  observe  in  these  two  men, 
first,  that  Josias  Cole  is  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Sad- 
ducees,  and  more  fit  to  tempt,  being  more  moderate 
in  his  words  than  the  other  was;  for  that  devil  that 
tempted  Christ,  spoken  of  Matthew,  Chapter  iv.  was 
a  Sadducee,  yea  a  wise  and  prudent  man,  whose 
wisdom  of  reason  is  more  qualified  with  moderation 
in  discourse  than  the  Pharisee  is,  so  more  fit  to  tempt 
than  the  Pbaiisee  is ;  so  I  know  that  devil  that 
tempted  Christ  was  a  man  that  was  a  Sadducee  in 
his  spirit,  whatever  he  pretended  to  the  rulers  of  the 
Jews,  therefore  more  fit  to  propound  question^  to 
Christ  than  the  Pharisees  were ;  likewise  I  do  know 
that  Josias  Cole  sprang  from  that  Sadducee  that 
tempted  Christ,  and  so  was  thie  more  fit  to  te»pt 
me,  and  I  did  like  his  spirit  of  moderation  well,  add 
was  not  offended  at  his  temptations  nor  his  questions 
until  he  called  that  presumption  I  said  uAto  White- 
head.   Also  this  I  know,  that  George  Whitehead, 
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Quaker,  is  oiie  of  those  Pharisees'  spirits  that  came 
to  catch  and  entrap  in  his  words,  for  it  is  the  nature 
of  the  spirit  of  the  Pharisee  to  watch  and  catch  at 
words,  whereby  they  may  accuse  or  entrap  them 
they  telk  with.  This  did  the  Pharisees  to  Christ, 
which  made  him  cj^ll  them  serpents  devils,  yea,  and 
that  the  d^vil  was  their  father,  because  the  Pharisee 
spirit  is  more  secretly  proud  and  mysterious  than 
theSadducee,  which  is  the  fittest  devil  to  tempt ;  and 
Christ  pronounced  woes  more  earnestly  upon  tire 
Pharisees  than  he  did  upon  the  Sadducees,  or  upon 
that  devil  that  tempted  him  in  the  fourth  of 
Matthew  abovesaid ;  so  it  was  with  me,  I  was  more 
offended  at  George  Whitehead's  pharisaical  spirit, 
whose  property  was  only  to  quibble  arid  to  c^tch  at 
words,  to  turn  the  plain  truth  to  another  sense ;  for 
when  a  principle  of  truth  is  laid  down  infaUibly,  and 
plain  Scripture  words,  that  will  not  admit  of  inno- 
vation, then  this  Pbdi*isee  wduld  neither  affirm 
against  it,  nor  deny  it ;  but  let  it  fall,  and  to  smother 
thing :  Whitehead  is  of  a  worse  spirit  than  his  fore-, 
fathers  the  Pharisees  in  Christ's  time,  for  they  con- 
fessed they  could  not  tell ;  but  this  Pharisee  White- 
liead,  he  would  not  say  that  he  could  not  tell,  but 
thought  in  his  heart  that  he  knew  more  than  I  did, 
tbere£t>re  would  neither  affirm  against  those  things 
I  asserted  or  denied ;  but  1  know  bi^  6yeB  are  blinded, 
his  ears  deaf,  and  his  fat^rt  hardened,  so  that  bO  true 
tight  of  life  mi^ht  enter  into  hittl,  lest  he  shbnkl 
have  believed  the  declarations  of  the  true  God  add 
the  right  devil,  by  the  last  trtie  messenger  of  God, 
And  have  been  converted  &rid  saved^  Also  this  I  say, 
that  hid  Whitehead  asked  iftte,  a&  Oole  did  several 
times,  whether  I  did  discern  him  to  be  the  seed  of 
the  serpent,  but  I  i*ttuld  not  tell  while  I  saw  further. 
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but  I  would  have  told  him  I  did>  for  I  always  hated 
the  proud  pharisaical  spirit,  who  was  as  full  of  con- 
ceited knowledge  of  a  Christ  within  him  as  his  skin 
could  hold,  it  was  even  ready  to  crack  with  that  con- 
ceited light  of  a  bodiless  Christ  within  him  ;  but  a 
little  time,  and  his  Christ  within  him  will  be  emptied 
out  of  him,  as  it  is  with  Thomas  Loe,  and  several 
others  of  the  Quakers  that  are  under  the  judgement 
and  sentence  of  this  commission  of  the  Spirit ;  and 
where  or  whensoever  this  writing  is  read,  it  is  re- 
corded, that  Josiab  Cole  and  George  Whitehead, 
two  speakers  of  the  Quakers,  were  at  this  time,  and 
in  the  discourse  aforesaid,  judged  and  condemned, 
both  soul  and  body,  from  the  presence  of  God, 
elect  men  and  angels,  to  eternity. 

By  mCf 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON, 

One  of  the  two  last  Witnesses  and  Prophets  unto  the  High 
and  Mighty  Godj  the  Man  Christ  Jesus j  in  Glory. 

Thomas  Loe,  speaker  of  the  Quakers,  sent  a 
blasphemous  and  cursed,  envious,  cursed  letter  unto 
me,  dated  the  l6th  of  September,  (which  he  calls  the 
seventh  month)  1668 ;  and  I  sent  him  the  sentence 
of  eternal  damnation  by  the  bearer  the  same  day  in 
writing.  Also  the  bearer  is  a  Quaker  that  brought 
Loe's  letter,  and  is  damned  also. 

But  people  may  see  how  soon  thi^  devil  Loe  was 
cut  off  this  earth  after  that  railing  blasphemous  letter, 
and  gives  no  reason  for  what,  but  heaps  up  many 
curses,  threatenings, of  judgements,  and  hellish  ex- 
pressions and    high  blasphemy  against  the  Holy 
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Ghost,  or  true  Ood  that  sent  me,  so  that  I  could  da 
no  less  but  give  judgement  and  sentence  of  eternal 
damnation  upon  him ;  also  the  Quaker  aforesaid 
was  not  willing  to  go  without  Loe^s  sentence,  but 
Loe  was  cut  off  suddenly  after.  He  was  buried  the 
6th  of  October,  1668. 

But  I  know  the  Quakers  do  not  think  the  judge-* 
ment  of  God,  nor  my  sentence,  was  upon  him,  or 
over  him,  for  his  blasphemy,  but  they  say  he  had 
been  in  a  consumption  fifteen  years,  and  came  lately 
out  of  Ireland.  Very  likely  it  may  be  so ;  but  sure 
if  he  had  been  sick  when  he  wrote  those  lines  to  me, 
it  shewed  not  weakness  of  nature  ia  him,  nor  weak- 
ness of  body ;  but  it  may  be  his  spirit  was  so  en- 
flamed  with  the  fire  of  hell  in  zeal  for  his  Grod,  or 
Christ  within  him,  that  he  felt  no  weakness  of  body 
at  that  time  ;  for  his  wrath  was  great  and  hot  against 
me,  as  his  letter  doth  shew ;  but  you  Quakers  do 
believe  that  Loe's  soul  is  not  dead,  but  slipped  out 
of  his  body,  and  gone  you  know  not  where,  and  into 
a  power  and  spirit  you  know  not  what ;  but  I  say 
his  soul  is  where  you  laid  his  body  ;  they  both  came 
into  this  world  together ;  they  both  despised  the 
truth  together;  they  both  received  judgment  and 
condemnation  together,  and  both  died  together,  and 
were  both  soul  and  body  buried  together,  and  shall 
both  rise  again,  every  seed  its  own  body  ;  that  seed 
of  reason,  which  was  his  life,  which  he  thought  was 
the  divine  nature  of  God,  but  it  was  the  nature  oi 
the  devil  or  serpent,  and  that  law  written  in  hb 
heart,  he  and  ypu  Quakers  call  the  light  of  Christ, 
or  Christ  in  you,  which  is  nothing  in  you  else  but 
the  law  written  in  your  hearts,  yoUr  thoughts  ac- 
cusing and  excusing ;  and  when  God  shall  raise  him 
again,  that  seed  of  reason   shall  rise  and  bring  a 
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spiritual  dark  body  with  it^  aod  that  law^  which 
was  writteD  in  his  and  your  hearts  here  in  this  life, 
shall  quicken  anew  in  that  new,  dark,  spiritual 
body ;  and  then  shall  he,  and  you  despisers  of  a  per- 
sonal God,  know,  that  your  own  souls,  which  yoi| 
thought  was  the  life  of  God,  but  it  was  the  life  of 
the  devil,  ye  devils  yourselves,  and  th*t  law  written 
in  your  hearts,  whion  ydu  called  here  in  this  life  the 
light  of  Christ ;  but  when  this  law  doth  quick^p 
again,  «i'  I  said  before,  it  will  prove  the  only  and 
alone  devil  to  torment  you  to  eternity. 

These  things  may  teem  strange  i^yings,  and  t^  ^ 
riddk  juato  ybu,  iand  a  tliins  impossible;  but  with 
God  all  things  are  possible  which  his  own  will  pioved 
him  onto;  And  this  I  4ay>  as  it  w^  possifaile  for 
God  to  write  the  law  in  the  ai^els  natures^  and.^y 
his  secret  determinations  suffer  one  of  those  angels 
to  become  very  man  ;  and  so  the  angels  seed  having 
the  law  written  in  it  before  Grod  made  Adam,  and  so 
by  generation  the  law  comes  to  be  written  in  every 
man's  heart,  man  finds  it  there  accusing,  but  knows 
not  how  it  came  written  there. 

So  it  is  as  strange  for  you  Quakers  to  believe  that 
God  will  raise  your  souls,  that  were  dead,  again ; 
and  not  only  so,  but  the  law  shall  quicken  in  you 
iagain ;  for  as  the  law  is  Mrictly  written  in  your 
2iearts,but  ignorantly  written  in  the  reprobate  angel, 
so  by  God's  secret  decree  and  power  he  will  fevive 
that  Jaw  again  in  the  reprobate  seed  of  reaisq9|.as  in 
Loe,  and  many  of  you  speakers  of  the  Qual^eni,  and 
others  of  your  brethren  who  are  under  the  judgment 
and  sentence  of  this  commission  of  the  Spirit^  shall 
find  my^  words  to  be  true  upon  you  ^nd  over  you  to 
ctCTnity  ;  neither  shall  yx>u  be  delivered  from  it 

By 
LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 
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A  Coffiy  of  4  Letter  txrote  iy  tht  Prophet.  Lodawkke 
Muggleton,  la  Mr.  WilHam  Hatl,  in  the  Tedr  I668, 
concerning  his  Marriage. 

•    ■        ;  *w  .      '■  ;  ' 

JJear  Brother ^ 

I  RECEIVED  your  Jetterv  and  1  am  troubled 
to  hear  of  your  trouble^  and  am  perplexed  in  tny 
wind  to  bear  liov  you  are  perplexed,  txiA  that  with- 
out a  cause,  about  one  that  m^iU  love  you  whether 
you  will  or  no  ;  jbut,  dear  brother^  I  would  not  have 
3^i»^  throu^  your  weakness  in;  Judgment,  a;iid'  igno^ 
nmce  in  ekpecience,  I  woukL;not  hav6  a  good  natum 
and  an  innocent- mind  enthralled  and  entangled^  aiid> 
bind  itself  with  such  co^ds  that  cannot  be  untied 
iigain,  iM>r  broken,  but  are  aa  chains  of  iron ;  and 
aseing  your  mind  is  free,  and  you  have  no  guilt 
upon'  your  spirits  in  this  matter,  do  not  bring  guilt 
upon  your  mind,  through  your  weaknesses  of  judg* 
ment  aad  want  of  experiMice,  for  I  peroeive  you 
hate  In-oke  no  law  to  bring  guilt^'upon  your  mind 
not  in  this  matter;  for  if  you  keep  yourself  whole  in 
thesb  three  things,  the  kiw  of  God,  the  law  of  eon*^ 
aeiefKe,  and  the  law  of  the.  land,  you  need  not  be 
troubled  in  this  business  in  the  least  of  love ;  let  it 
bappea  how  it  will,  keep  your  conscience  innocent 
in  theae  three  laws,  and  no  guilt  can  be  upon  you  in 
this  matter;  and  for  your  better  satisfaction,  I  shall 
open  these  three  laws.  The  law  of  Ood^is  this: 
that  if  you  shall  covenant  and  promise,  as  in  the 
peesence  of  God,  to  take  this  maid  to  wife,  none 
seeing  or  hearing  but  yourselves,  then  perform  your 
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TOW  as  onto  God*  The  law  of  the  conscience  is  like 
unto  it;  if  ye  have  in  secret,  between  she  and  you, 
made  any  profession  of  love  to  lier  in  that  kiiid,  t« 
draw  her  stffections  unto  you^  or  asked  her  whether 
she  could  Jove  you  in  that  kind,  to  draw  her  afiec- 
tions  unto  you,  or  asked  her  whether  she  could  love 
jrou  in  that  kind,  or  made  her  any  promise  or  en- 
gagement to  her  in  secret,  which  none  heard  or  knew 
but  yourselves ;  if  not,  your  conscience  is  free  from 
gullt'Or  trouble  in  tiiis  business.  And  as  for  the  law 
of  the  land  ;  if  you  hav^  promised  before  witnesses 
to  have  her  to  wife^  yet  if  the  maid  be  not  there 
prctent  to  hear  that . promise,  it  signifies  nothing,  let 
witnesses  witness  what  they  will;  except  the  maid 
be  in  the  hearing  of  it,  it  signifies  nothing.  Now  I 
am  persuaded  that  you  ane  innocent  in  all  these  laws> 
therefbre  why  should  you  bring  yourself  into  bond* 
agig  to.  that  you  cannot  love  or  fsmcy  ;  if  her  love  be 
so  great  to  you,  that  she  must  do  herself  a  mischief 
if  she  cannot  have  you  to  her  husband,  let  the  evil 
be  upon  her  own  head,  she  bath  brought  it  upon 
hefseif,  and  would  you  cast  yourself  into  hell,  to 
many  one  you  cannot  love,  to  raise  her  up  into 
heaven?  And  whereas  you  pity  her  for  the  trouble 
4rtd> earnest  afiection  to  you  for. a  husband;  dear 
brother,  be  not  more  pitifiil  to  relieve  her  troubled 
spirit,  than  to  pity  your  own  troubled  spirit ;  sock 
tragedies  .as  these  ihath  been  acted  upon  the  stage  of 
tim  world  before  now  ;  for  if  wives  wili  force  men 
U>  love  them  whether  they  will  or  no,'  it  is  not  true 
love,  neither  are  you  bound  to  gratify  that  flame  of 
desire;  for.it  seemeth  this  act  of  hers,  to  savour 
more  of  boldness  and  impudence  tl»n  of  true  love, 
*o  force  love  out  of  a  man  whether  he  will  or  no,  or 
-else  «be  must  die,  or  make  away  ourselves,  this  is 
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but  to  put  yoar  tender  nature  into  a  fright,  tfainkfnj^ 
to  fright  you  to  be  her  husband,  lest  she  should  d6 
herself  some  hurt ;  but  so  as  she  can  but  obtain  her 
desires,  she  cares  not  which  way.  Do  not  you:  be- 
lieve that  she  doth  this  of  herself,  but  as  she  is  in- 
structed by  her  mother,  or  some  other  friend,  even  as 
the  damsel  was  that  danced  before  Herod  the  King ; 
the  damsel  knew  not  what  to  ask  of  the  King,:biii: 
went  to  her  mother,  and  was  instructed  by  her 
mother  to  ask  the  head  of  John  Baptist ;  it  was  a 
woeful  demand  to  John,  and  to  Herod  the  King  too, 
but  for  his  oath-sake  he  must  dt>  it  to  his  own  rain. 
Your  case  is  something  like  it,  for  doubtless  the  maid 
is  instructed  to  ask  the  body  of  you  for  her  husbamf, 
and  then. the  estate  they  know  will  follow;  so  the 
maid  get  you,  they  care  not  what  trouble  of  mind 
you  suffer  afterwards,  wherefore  do  not  wound  your 
spirit  where  your  garfe  no  catise;  if  any  will  take 
offence,  because  you  will  not  satisfy  their  desire,  let 
■the  woe  be  to  them  that  take  the  oflence  ;  for,  first, 
they  have  made  your  passive  nature  the  cause  of 
offence,  and  except  you  will  yield  to  their  desire^^ 
'th^y  will  take  offence  at  you,  and  make  yotr  the 
^iise  of  their  trouble ;  but  my  advice  is,  that  you 
will  be  steadfast  in  your  own  mind,  and  resolve  to 
ke*p  the  integrity  of  your  mind,  and  the  preserVa- 
tJon  of  yoiir  own  peace ;  let  what  will  be  tne  effect, 
your  condition  will  be  safe;  and  seeing  you  are  in 
this  streight  at  present  about  a  wife,  having  so  many 
proffers,  I  would  resolve  to  have  none  at  all,  nor 
engage  myself  at  all  to  any  at  present*  What  tf 
you  stajra  year  or  two  longer^' you  are  young  enough, 
it  will  do  as  well^^  and  your  peace  of  mind  will  be 
^es^rved  better ;  and  who  knoweth  how  Prcfvj- 
derice  may  order  thitigs  in  a  Httletimei  for  a  patiertt 
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contented  mind  13  more  worth  than  lidbes,  it  maketh 
every  condition  a  man  is  in  to  be  comfortable. 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON, 


A  Copff  of  a  Letter  'wrote  by  the  Prophet  Lodorncke 
Muggleton^  to  Mr.  Edxvard  Delamain,  a  Baptist 
preacher,  living  in  Marlborough,  bearing  date  the 
im  of  June,  1668. 

Mdmmrd  DeUmain^ 

I  SAW  a  letter  of  yours,  very  large,  sent  to 
your  brother  Alexander  D€daniai%  wbereia  I  have 
found  in  it  m^ny  passages  ^  bl£|8{>bemous  against 
the  Holy  Spirit,  which  sheweth  plainly  unto  me 
that  yon  are  of  the  seei}  of  the  sarpen^^  an^  ap- 
pointed, to  be.  damned  to  eten^ty*   * 

And  this  I  muft  tell  you;,  whei^  I  spake  with:  yw 
I  knew  you  wepe  of  tl^e ,  ^eed  of*  the  serpent,  aad 
^jpipointed  ta  b^damnfed.;  yet  Ir^e^ivgyK)^  did  not 
cj^^iye  any  thing  I  sai49  I  let  you  alone,  though  I 
knew  youweU  enovgh  \^  ycxur  ey^  were  blinded^  and 
your  ears^  deaf^.  and  your  heart  hardened  ;  so  that  uo 
l^ht  of  ]ieaven  might  shine  iniko  your  heart:  bujt  if 
you  would  have  spoken  but  o^pe  wocd  to  my  £EU2e,  a6 
you  did  in  your  letter  to  ypijr  broctber,  you  sl»Quld 
have  been  damci^d  thep,,aayour  brother  Noble  w^9, 
who  was.  t)ie  Baptist  preacher;  it  would  ha^ve saved 
you  a  great  deal  of  pains  | in;  writji,ng.  tjbpse  lai^ 
l^eis  to  vour  brother,  ai^  your  hrotbrer;tq^9^>  for 
i  said  to  himugLJi^is^  first  letter  he.  ^rrpibe.  tO/youi  after 


Digitized  by 


Google 


t9% 

you  went  away^  tlmt  it  would  be  good  for  him,,  .to 
send  yoQ.  the  seotecice  of  damnation  then  ;  but  ypur 
brother  having  more  mercy  towards  you  (ypiih^ng 
of  so  near  relation  ,to  him)  than  God^  or  any  of  hil 
messengers  had ;  «o  did  write  to  you  again,  though 
it  was  but  to  ca^t  stones  against  the  wind  ;  for  th«re 
48,  i\o  more  posaibihty  tp  convert  you  to  the.  ttiv-tb^ 
than, for  him  to  reach  up  to  the  stars  with  |us  hand  l 
for  ypa  are  bii(|ded  and  hardened  9a  all  reprobatel 
arf,  -;ii^ho  su-e  conceited  they  know  more  by  rjeading 
ibe  letters  of  the  Scriptures,  than  any  ma^'s,  revdaf 
tion,  though  it  be  the  revelation  of  Gp<)  hi^i^^l^.  -.  i.. 

X^all  i^ame  some  of  tho^  .wH^ls^/pa^Wgfi^  in 
yourljetter.     .  ^.  .;.)     .  ;  •  .i  i.'.-i'i 

A^Jirtii  yott  kpHi^popithe  lettei-  p£/tb^iScHpt«rfi 
tQ  be  the  Uvely  oi»^l^jof  Qp^,  U^  spf^  i^xt^iyi^ 
in  .tl«5s^  days,  j^nd  tba^tiyQu;oj*ght:,*p  g^Ft,«i%,gmft^ 
ftikdi  i;^  .<?r^it  to  t^q»  4»;  if  Qod  h^  visibily  fsppj^M 
ita.you.;  ,,:'\  ■  ■  ,:r  \  >  ■  ■  '.  .-.  ■  ■  .:  .'•.'■■■<■  /■■■<  .;■!/. 
' ,  Jjt^er, \  The  8!^e4,  of. ,  thei  sprpeQit ^^^ :Tf fill  doilt 
t^^d,  wil^.  the  dea^.l^tsr,f>fKth&/SmpJiM«i»\and 
)>^tex  than  they  are.with  t^  spirit  and, U^: of  Khf 
Scriptures ;  for  th^  diat  sfnke  ■  the  Sofip^tiVf^ 
th^r  .wof;^S'  were .  spirit  and  Ufe  to  thosQ  tl^t  :be» 
lieinyd  $hea^.  and  iSpir^^  and  death  to  the  reprqbale 
^ieefdi  but  tilie  di^  letter  qf  the  Scriptur<s$  ilsra 
Ji,Vfe)y  oracle,^  .this!. seed,  of  the,  ser{>«|Pti,  be<;«4«i)i^ 
ri>^3r.cai>  givf  whadi  se9#e  th^y  please,  sjayinu;;  ^  ««*» 
^f^- ;  tlw  is,  \k/i<Tafmk>%>''\W^  the  lettjep  4^^9i»llk 
«ot;^  woDd.agAiihF  [thtts  .plj^asies  the  seed  of(  4hf 
^erpemt,  bemuse  the  kl^c  le^.them  cy^ncekvo  wbli 
Itbqy .wiH.oC'it,  ao4 «»' J*  bfiwi»es,;% Uy<J.j> owck^il^ 
lihe  ]rQpvqbfM;e's<:nMnd,^beMui^At  cannot  sfteAk^mV 
U»eipei>»?ne'idefKl.jt>h«|/sp9^eiJt^)  ii   >'" 

%on4^  Yoni  «A|f  tM .^cripitiife*  w«i«  trjit^aoiil 
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pagt  times,  And  in  present  time,  for  the  teaching  and 
learding  of  those  that  should  come  in  after  time. 

Amifer.  The  Scriptures  were  written  in  pasit  times 
for  the  teaching  and  learning  of  the  seed  of  failh  ; 
but  they  were  not  written  at  all  fbr  the  teaching  and 
learning  of  the  seed  of  the  serpent,  such  as  you  ai^ ; 
neither  doth  the  letter  of  the  Scriptures  teach  or 
learn  any  hiah  the  way  to  heaven,  by  any  spiritual 
knowledge,  without  a  true  interpreter,  which  1  know 
there  is  none  at  this  day»  but  us  the  wit;ness^  of  the 
Spirit  only :  but  who  so  zealous  for  the  dead  letter 
ot  the  Scriptures,  as  the  seed  of  the  serpent  is  .* 

•  TMrdly.  Ton  note  the  words  of  Peter,  ^shewing, 
that  he  and  others  saw  the  glory  of  God's  Majeisty, 
and  W«Jre  eye-witnesses  of  it,  ais  in  tlie'sedond  epistle 
of  Pete!*,  eh^p.  I:  Petery  say  you,  Was^te'itritness; 
and  he*rd  tbs'Vbice  of  God  himself^  iisriiiich,  if  not 
more,  than  J6hn  Reete,  or  ariy  man  can  pitetehd  ti6: 
yet,  say  you,  he  would  not  have  the  Christians 'p&n 
their  fiEUthtKK)n  his  revelation,  or  single  voice  of  God. 

i  :^mW^:  How"  can  you,  being  the  repix>bate  8eed^ 
tell  that  God  spake  to  Peter  more  than  to  John^Reeve  > 
And  how  can  you  tell  that  Peter  and  others  saw  the 
glory  of  God,  and  were  witnesses  more  thati  John 
Reeve?  John  Reeve  did  see  the  glory  of  God; 
and  God  spake  to  John  Reeve  more  than  hie  did  to 
Pet^rand  Paul  either.  This  Johh  Reeve  hathnie* 
elated,  and  thefe  is  more  ground  t#  beUe^fe  John 
Reeve  tl«m  Peter ;  because  John  Rteeve  did  ^jttetify^ 
the  things  a  few  years  ago,  and  inany  now  are  living 
that  heard  him,  and  have  the  witness  in  themsdves^ 
that  his  voice  was  a  true  vbice ;  but  as  for  ^that  of 
Peter,  there  is  none  now  living  thit  hieard  him  speak 
as  they  did  John  Reeve  ;  yet  the  «eed  of  the  serpent 
hottourHh  the  words  of  iPeter,  now  he  is  dead  many 
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hundred  years,  and  all  that  saw  Peter  and  believed 
him  are  dead  many  generations  past  since }  but  the 
reprohate^s  faith  is  very  strong  in  dead  mens  words  ; 
but  when  tliey  were  alive  they  were  counted  by  the 
seed  of  the  serpent  deceivers  and  liarsi  as  we  are 
coupted.  And  this  I  say,,  whoever  did  bdieve 
Peter's  vxyice  of  God^  and  his  commission  to  bind, 
and  loose  mens  sins,  th^  did  pin  their  &ith  upon  bis 
sice^e,  that  is,  upon  his  commissriori  and  doctrine. 

TwrtUy.  Ycni  say  the  Scriptures  are  more  sure, 
and  safer  to  be  heeded  and  minded,  than  any  revela-. 
tion  or  vision  of  any  man  whatsoever. 

Answer.  Do  you  not  shew  your  blindness  and 
darkness  in  this  thing  ?  Did  the  apostles,  when  they 
cimie  with  their  revelations  and> visions,  count  the 
writings  of  McMses  and  the  prophets  to  bd  itaore* 
heeded  and  safer  than  theirs  ?  Why  did  they  then 
upbraid  the  Jews  for  putting  their  trust  in  Moses,  and 
the  worship  of  the  law  >  For  the  Jews  despised  the 
Revelation  of  Christ  and  his  apostles^  cdflling  it  new 
doctrine,  saying,  they  were  drunken  with  new  wine, 
because  iheir  revelation  was  new  to  the  Jews,  be- 
cause they  declared  a  new  doctrine  and  new  wor- 
shrp,  coifbrary- to  the  i^d  doctrine  land' old  worships  of 
M^ses,  and  the  prophets ;  even >a^4ke  rhlers  said  to 
the  man  that  Christ  opened  his  eyes  that  was  bom 
biind,  when  he  asked  them,  saying;  will  ye  \^ 
Christ's  disciples  ?  They  said,  ho ;  they  were  Moses V 
disciples.  Here  the  serpent  gave  more  heed  to  the 
Scriptures  of  Moses,  and  the  prophets,  they  beirig 
all  dead; 'thaii  they  did  to  any  revelation*  or  vision 
of  Christ  and  his  apostles,  when  they,  wefe  living. 
And  those  devils  thought  it  more  safef'  to  put  their 
triist  in  dead  mens' revelations,  than  in  any  man's  reve* 
latioa  living  wbaltWver.    So  it  is  with  you,  being  the 
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qeed  of  t^  ^erpenlt,  yofv  look  u|xmi  it  to  be  more 
§ure,,M^  aafer  fw  you,  to.  depend  upoo  the  dead 
letter  of  the  Scriptures  for  life  and  salvation,,  than 
Hppn  any  revelation,  or  vision  ^  or  voice,  this  com* 
imi^sion  of  the  Sparit  h«th  declared :  but  you  shall 
i^d  it.tnore  unsafe  for  your  s<>ul,  inthat  you  did  put 
yooc  trast  in  the  letter  of  the  Scriptures,  and  reject 
th^  revelation  of  the  Spiirit ;  for  the  letter  of  the 
Scriptuces  3bim  do  you  no  good,  neither  shall  yoo 
find  any  comfort  by  them ;  ^t  they  shall  rather  be 
your  torment,  hecaurte  you  did  not  hearken  to  man's 
revelation  and  jotejrpfetfttian  lof  Scriptures,  that  is 
i^QwAmn^K  •,     •'  '■  ;  .  *.  -  / 

J^iftkii/i^'.XoVtBSLy^  you  WouW  have  you*  brother 
tp;  ^peajk  AS  Timothy  did,  boldly,  from^  God'a  word, 
and  Aot  (isay  you)  from  supposed  commissions,  as  you 
iflwgipe^ 

Anp^r.  Yowr  brother  doth  speak  boldly  from 
God's  word,  as  Timothy  did,  because  he  spake  in 
the  faith  of  a  commission,  and  knows  ttiat  this  com- 
mission 13  the  word  of  God,  as  much  or  more,  than 
thait  ,ii(prd  of  God  as  Timothy  spoke;  bec^uise 
Timothy  iwiftichosen  a  bishop  by  men,  and  sent  tbrth 
tfi,  pdfeiaeh.'/tb^  word  of  God  by  men,  at  the  second 
l^nidi;:  but!  Joh«(  Reeve  and  myself  were  chosen  by 
God  himself,  to  be  his  two  last  prophets  and  wit* 
nasses^  to  preach  the  word  of  God ;  and  aa  many 
as  truly,  believe  us  shall  certainly  be  saved,  as  those 
W0re  that  believed  in  Christ  himself,  when)  upon 
earth :  also,  we  have  power  to  ordain  such  as 
Timothy,  was,  to  speak  the  word  of  God  boldly  as 
be  did,  teing  ordained  by  the  apostles,  who  were 

gea^r  in  power  than  Timothy  was ;  so  that  your  be* 
(ving  in  Timothy's  words  now  will  do  you  no  good  ; 
but  those  that  did   truly  believe  Timothy  a  words 
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rfflien  that  connaU^ion.  w^s  in  b^A  s[lK>uld  have 
b^eo  s^vad  by  it,  l)ut  qomt  it  wi^l  profit  yon  itothing ; 
for  it  i»  bpt  a  d^^l  letter  untojyou  now  :  A9<jkdo  you 
not  paipt  the  sepulchre  of  Timothy  now,  ^  the 
Jews  did  the.  sepulchres  pf  the  prophets?  They 
9paHe  well  o£  the  prophets,  wh^n  they  were  dead^ 
an4  honoured,  them;  so  the  3^pti9tb.  speak  well  of 
Timothy^  and  honour  his  words  now  he  i9  dead ; 
liut  if  you  had  heard  him  speak  as  yoq  did  me^ 
yQ}l  yfoudd  have  counted  it  more  safe  to  have  believed 
Moffes  than.  Tiniothy ;  for  the  seed  of  the  serpeot 
always  counts,  it  a  mqvp  safe  thing  to  put  their  trust 
^n  d^iad.  mens  ^^ords*  than  in  those  rtk^^  that  ar^ 
aliyn. ,  And  those  \vords  your  brother  sent  you  ought 
to  have  been  believed  by  you  as  much  as  the  wprds, 
of  Timothy,  tl^y  would  have  done  yttu  far  more 
good  than  the  i^j^ords  of  Timothy  will*  »  r 

Sixthly.  You  al ledge  Paul's  words,  G^la^.  i.  wr*  8/ 
whcpre  be  saith^  Though  ufe,  op  an  mgel  fro^  heavwi 
preach  a^  ether  doctrine^  or  go$pel  imtp  th^e^thoff  that 
which  tpe  hfkve  preached  unto  you^  let  them  be  accurse4' 

Anm^r.  I  can  as  truly  say  so  as  St.  Ps^ul  doth, 
that  if  any  a^gel  from   heaven  should  come  and 

Seacb  any  other  doctrine  th^n  that  which  we^  Johi) 
3eve  and  myself,  have  preached^  I  will  not  say  af 
Paul'Saith,  Let  him  be  accursed;  but  I  say,  we  faavQ 
po)V9r  ourselves  to  curse  angels  or  men  to  eternity, 
that  shall  dare  to  say  we  are  liars,  deceivers,  or  that 
the  doctrine  we  preach  is  false  :  so  that  the  power  of 
ibis  commission  of  the  Spirit  iS;  gi^eater  in  spiritual 
^natter^  than  that  which  Paul  ispeaketh  of ;  so  that 
the  Gospel  of  Paul,  and  oth/srs,  preached  at  that 
time^  will  do  you  no  good.  It  w^s  life  ^nd  salvation 
to  those  that  believed  Paul  at  that  twie  ;  but  what; 
IS  that  to  you  Baptist-preachers  ?    Now,  that  which 
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Fftul  preached  will  signify  nd  benefit  to' you  noir, 
bat  rather  do  you  more  hurt;  because  you  take 
upon  you  to  preach  as  those  yagabond  jews^  the 
same  Jesus  that  Paul  preached,  haying  no  commis- 
sion to  preach  from  God  so  to  do ;  for  you  should 
kaye  barkened  unto  me,  who  make  all  unclean  spirits 
-subject  unto  me,  as  they  were  unto  Paul :  but  the 
eyil  spirit  in  others,  and  the  unclean  spirit  of  reason 
in  yourself,  shall  leap  upon  you,  and  rent,  tear,  and 
wound  your  soul  to  eternity,  for  preaching  the  words 
4>f  Paul  and  of  Christ,  you  being  not  sent  of  him. 

Seventhly.  You  quote  the  words  of  John,  2  Epi$ti 
ver.  10.  He  saith,  If  there  come  oity  unto  you^  and 
krmg  not  ihh  doctrine^  receive  him  not^  nor  bid  him  Gx>d^ 
ipeed.       .    'v  .        ' 

Anrwer.  Do  you,  tbe  preacher  of  the  Baptists, 
1>ring  that  doctrine  as  John  the  apostle  brought?  If 
you  do,  it  is  either  tinder  your  arm,  or  in  your 
]>ocket,  in-B  JBible  bound  together  that  you  brine; 
Ifor  )OU  neyer  knew  that  doctrine  that  John  brough 
at  that  time,  when  he  was  alive ;  there  is  none 
knoweth  that  doctrine  that  John  brought  and  taught 
the  people  at  that  time,  but  us  the  witnesses  of  the 
Spirit^  and  thera  to  whom  we  haye  reyealed  it; 
neither  need  the  believers  of  this  commission  of  the 
Spirit  bid  any  of  you,  the  seed  of  tlie  serpent.  God- 
speed ; '  for  none  of  you  know  the  doctrine  of  the 
true  God,  nor  theright  devil:  but  I  kiiow  the  Bap-^ 
tist*preachers  will  carry  John's -doctrine,  the  Bible, 
in  -your  pockets,  as  aforesaid,  and  receive  in  it  the 
notion-ot  ^our  brains,  but  I  know  you  never  did,  nor 
ever  will  receive  it  in  your  hearts. 
'  Eighty.  You  say,  verily  brother,  the  great  cause 
of  errors,  and  delusions,  and  strong  impostures,  ariseth 
irom  slighting  the  Scriptures. 
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Answer.  How  can  vou,  being  the  seed  of  theserpen^t^ 
come  to  error  and  delusion,  and  never  was  in  trutbi 
Do  you  think  reading  the  Scriptures  will  give  you  to 
know  what  error  and  delusion  is,  whereas  you  weie 
always  in  the  darkness  and  blindness  of  your  mind; 
mid  truth  was  appointed  to  shut  your  eyes^  and  harden 
your  heart,  and  make  your  ears  deaf,  lest  you  should 
.see,  hear,  and  understand  truth,  and  be  converted 
and  healed  ?     This  power  hath  God  given  unto  nm, 
tosbut  your  eyes,  make  your  ears  heavy,  and  your 
heart  iat,  that  your  conceited  knowledge  of  the.  letter 
of  the  Scriptures ;  so  that  you  might  not  be  converted, 
and  healed  by  this  commission  of  the  Spirit;  90  that 
your  owning  of  the  letter,  and  not  adhering  to  tlie* 
interpretation   given   by  us,    the  Witnesses  of  the- 
jSpirit ;  for  none  knoweth  the  Scriptures  truly  but  us, 
Bnd  this  is  the  grand  cwise  that  you  and  atliers  havve 
£iUen  into  such  great  errors,  and  strong^  delusions,  be- 
cause  you  slight  the  interpi^tation  of  the  Scsiptures^ 
which  I  have  giveD».  and  so  have  sinned  against  ;tbe 
iioly  Ghost.  TUsistheeffectof  your  faith  you.  have 
in. the  .letter  of  the  Scripturel^ ;  this  will  prove  a  great 
firtot  and  delusion  indeed  to  you,  and  high  imposture 
iitfih  risen  id  you,  in  that  you  sUghted  your  brother's 
adrertiasmeot  in  his  letters  to  you,  requiring  you  to 
lay  down  your  preaching,  from  the  letter  of  the 
Scriptures^  youhaving  no  commission  from  God  s^ 
to  do. 

JSfmthfy.  You  say,  youdr  brother  doth  abuse  the 
Smptures,  to  call  it  a  dead  letter:  take  heed,  say  you» 
brother,  you  are  not  cheated  of  that  reason  God  hatk 
givdri  you. 

,  Answer.  Whyl  Is  it  not  a  dead  letter?  Doth  it 
apeak  any  thing  at  all  to  you^  If  the  Scriptures 
wejw  not  a  dead  letter,  such ,  serpents  as  you  would 
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hot}ove  it,  bat  would  hate  it  as  those  did  wbra  the 
Scriptures  were  alive ;  for  when  comm'»sionated  men 
« spake  the  Scriptures,  and  declared  tlieir  revdation^ 
they  were  inspired  with  the  Spirit,  they  were  then 
dive,  and  their  words  were  spirit  and  life  to  those 
'that    believed  ;    but    you    that   are  the  pretended 

E'  reachers  of  Scriptures  now,  are  ministers  of  the  dead 
(ttert  for  there  •  is  no  saving  knowledge,  nor  spirit, 
nor  life,  in  any  of  yours  :  nay,  there  is  not  one  of  you 
pra^chers  that  will  be  saveo,  for  you  do  abuse  the 
fetter  of  the  Scriptures,  in  that  you  nmke  a  trade  of 
other  mens  words:  and  you  will  conceive  what  pro-- 
phets,  and  apostles,  and  the  words  of  Christ  meam 
and  have  no  infallible  i»pirit,  nor  gift  of  interpretation 
of  Scriptures ;  for  none  can  interpret  Scripture  bat 
.sudi  as  have  the  same  spirit  as  spake  them,  which, 
I  am  sure,  you  have  not,  thererore  the  Scriptures 
will  prove  a  dead  letter  to  you  indeed  :  and  it  it  a 
*^reat  abuse  unto  God  for  you  to  take  the  Scriptures 
m  any  other  sense,  but  as  a  dead  letter  {  foi-itwill 
prove  a  killing  letter  uoto  you,  ev^i  unto  deatii  etai^ 
tiak  And  a$  for  your  brother  being  cheated  of  his 
reasoni  it  >  i3*  liappy  for  '  htm  that  ever  he  was  bom, 
tliat  he  wais  chktted  of  his  iteaisbn  in  spiritual  things ; 
but  y<m  shall  ijiever  be  cheated  of  your  reason,  neitbet 
in  things  spiritual,  nor  in  things  temporal;  fbrthe 
reason  you  so  highly  esteem  shall  be  the  only  devil 
that  shall  torment  you,  both  here  and  hereafter. 

Tenibfy.  Your  tm>ther  saith,  there  is  no  other  spi- 
ritual God  or  Father,  but  only  within  the  blessed 
body  of  tlie  Man  Christ  Jesus  glorified. 

This  you  deny,  and  say  it  is  utterly  faAse,  imd  com 
traiy  to  the  whole  Scripture.  Afec^  you  say,  your 
brother's  distinction  of  Christ's  being  Father,-  Soi^, 
and  Spirit,  is  full  of  contradiction,  aAd  tn  pl^n  termi 
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aay>  it  is  a  piece  of  nonsense,  as  you  say  you  can  make 
it  appear  by  Holy  Writ. 

Answer.  That  there  is  no  other  spiritiml  God^ 
Creator,'  or  Father,  but  only  in  the  blessed  body  of 
the  Man  Christ  Jesus  glorified.  Tliat  is  as  true  as 
truth  itself,  and  I  have  abundantly  proved  that  by 
deiiptures,  in  my  other  writings,  as  in.  the  Inters 
pretation  of  the  11th  Chapter  <>f  the  Revdations^  bnd 
the  whole  Revelations;  but  what  should  I  sayrt^ 
blii*id  men  of  interpretations  of  Scriptures  ?  fkrth^rc 
»  light  and  life  in  the  true  interpetatibns  oftfae 
Scripture  to  the  seed  of  faith :  bat  give  the  seed  of 
reason,  or  the  serpent,  the  dc^ad  letter  without  the 
ifvterpretation,  that  he  may  c6n«:eiVe 'Wliat  midaning 
he  pleases,  ami  not  be  contradicted ;  for^tbe  l^ter  of 
the  Scriptures  b  the  prophets  and. the apobtlesdefd 
bodies,  -as  I  have  clearly  opened*  in  lihe  filfervfentb  ctf 
the  Revelations;  Ibr  ybor  preaoheite  do  like- unto 
the  doctors  of  pbysic,  tbey  ^get^the  bodies  ^of  then 
and  wbm^n  opiened  when  tliey  are  dead  (r^bpf  fikhkn 
tbey:  are  ^live,-  th^  dare  aot^  do  it,  to(  learn  expe^ 
vience  by  their  dead  bodieiB,  to  cttre:  diaeases,  as  tney 
think  the  better:  so  likewise  it  is  with  you  that 
preacb  without  a  commission  from  God ;  you  open 
the  dead  bodies- of  the  prophets  and  apostles,  thdtis^ 
thehr  letter  of  the  Scrip^res,  to  *ee>if  you  couM/fidd 
the  causie  of  life  and  salvation  there ;  by  tkisir  dead 
bodies  yoo  leaniexperiea<:eandkuowledM,  tocpvat^* 
tie  and  talk  ofllife  and  salvation;  iby  the'  ddctliiiesr  of 
Christ;  but  know  nothing  butwhatyou  pick  outxictf 
tbe  letter  of  the  Scriptures,  even  as  the  doctor^'  of 
physic  do  out  of  the  dead  bodies  tbey  open ;  forwbea 
those  men  were  alive  that  spake  (ihe€k)ripturte^iyou 
durst  not  take  upon  you  to  say,  this  /is  the  meankig 
of  Paul,  and  I  conceive  this  is  the  sense  of  Peter ^s 
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words ;  for  -when  John  8fiid>  speaking  of  Christ  Jesus» 
that  he  was  the  first,  and  the  last ;  Uiat  be  was,  ^ead^ 
and  is  alive;  and  behold  he  is  alive  for  evennore,  as 
jou  find  in  the  Revelations.  And  likewise  John  saj<- 
ing,  This  is  the  true  God,  and  eternal  Life;  durst  you 
have  denied  these  words  of  John  if  he  had  been:iiow 
alive  ?  And  dare  you  say  his  words  are  utterly  false, 
and  contrary  to  the  other  apostles  wordsi  J^t  you 
know  there  is  neither  one  apostle,  nor  other,,  that  can 
reply  unto  you  again,  that  makes  you  so  confident  as 
vou  are;  but  I  would  have  you  to  know  that  God 
hath  diosen  me  in  their  steads,  to  give  judgment 
upon  you,  and  the  letter  of  the  SaipCures  you  put 
your  trust  in  shall  not  deliver  you  from  it ;  and  Uiat 
distinction  3rour  brother  giveth;  of  Father,  Son,  and 
Spirit,  is  true,  and  as  sood  aenae  as  men  can  speak : 
and  what  you  Aeny  in  plain  terms  and  words  .will  be 
a  seal  <^  eternal  damnation  to  your  own  soul. 
:  BkvenilU^.  You  call  all  the  talk  of  the  commissMii 
of  tfaeSpfaittobeamere  whimsey  ofthe  brain,  and 
you:  say,  :no  less  than  mere  delusion  i  and  you .  sflty 
will*  fnovo  so  in  the  end,  as  true  as  God  is  in 
heaven. 

Ammer.  Hea  you  have  shewed  yourself  of  the  re^ 
probdte  seed ;  and  that  you  have  sinned  againsfc  the 
Holy  Ghost,  as  most  of  you  Baptists  do.;^  a  mn  that 
God  will  not  forgive  in  this  world,;  nor  ia  the  world 
to  come :  and  as  sure  as  God  is  in  beai^en,  you  are 
appointed  to  be  damned  to  eternity •  This  I  know  as 
sure  as.Grod  is  in  heaven* 

Tmelfthfy.  You  say  your  brother  pksaseth  himself 
with  the  foce  of  a  God,  being  in  a  form,  and  gives 
credit  to  no  man  that  is  roUdn  in. Ins  graven  and  will 
not  believe  (say  you)  the  living  oracfe,  that  says,  he 
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is  a  spirit  And  (say  you)  let  your  brother  take  God's 
form,  but  give  you  his  power. 

Answer.  As  icnr  your  brother^s  pleasing  himself  with 
the  face  of  a  God  being  in  a  form,  to  this  I  say,  a  man 
can  have  no  true  satisfaction  in  his  mind,  except  be 
really  believes  God  hath  a  face  and  form  of  his  own, 
distinct  from  man  and  all  other  creatures*  And  for 
vour  brother's  givins  credit  to  a  man  that  is  rotten  in 
his  grave,  your  brother  could  not  have  had  the  as*- 
surance  of  eternal  life  in  himself,  but  by  giving  credit 
to  that  man's  words  :  but  what  think  you  ?  Are  not 
the  prophets  and  apostles  rotten  in  their  graves,  manj 
hundred  years  ago,  and  none  living  t»at  ever  saw 
them,  or  heard  tne^r  voices*  How  comes  it  to  pass 
you  gave  credit  to  their  words,  that,  w^re  rotten  ao 
many  hundred  years  ago  ?  And  you  blame  your 
brother  for  giving  credit  to  a  prophet  of  the  Lord,  who 
is  yet  in  the  sight  and  miemory  of  noany ;  for  while  I 
live,  John  Reeve  liveth,  and  we  are  true  as  ever 
prophet  and  apostle  were,  and  ought  to  be  credited 
as  they  were*  .  > 

And  as  for  the  believing  the  living  oracles^  that.say 
Ood  is  a  Spirit,' the  Scriptures  you  mean  to  be  the 
living  oracles  To  this  I  say^  the  Scriptures  do  prove 
three  places  to  one,  tbatG^iAa  aforai^  and  hath  a 
face,  to  one  place  where  he  is  called  a  spirit.  .And 
the  writings  of  us,  the  Witnesses  of  the  Spirit^  are 
more  living  oracles  than  th&  letter  of  the  Scriptures, 
and  will  give  more  peace  and'satrafteiction  to  tbs  souls 
of  those  that  believe  them,  than  the  belief  of  the 
Scriptures  will,  now  the  prophets  and  apostles  .have 
t>een  dead  so -many  hundred  yeara*   > 

This  many  can  experience,  and  witbeas  in  them- 
-selves,  at  this  day  ;  neither  can  aay  hav6  the  power 
of  God  but  )such  as  know  the  foitn  and  mature  of 
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God,  wiikh  you,  nor  no  man  eisecan  kiiowv  but  such 
as  believe  the  living  oracles  declared  by  us  the  wit* 
nrases  of  the  Spirit. 

Thirteemthiy.  You  say,  that  Peter,  nor  Paul,  or  any 
other  mortal  whatsoevtf,  hath  power  to  save,  or  damn 
to  elernity :  this  is  a  work  (say  you)  peculiar  only  to 
<7od,  tbe  Judge  of  alL  Also,  you  marvel  how  many 
men  dare  to  read  otherwise  than  God  speaks,  or  to  put 
interpi:etatioa  of  their  own  brains. 

jmiwer.  That  mortal  niea  have  power  to  pronounce 
the  sentence  of  eternal  damnation  and  salvation  upon 
mm  and  vcmien^.  that  is  clear  by  the  Scriptures :  And 
it  doth;  belong  unto  men,  and  not  unto  God  himself ; 
ibrGod  hath. chosen  men  to  be  judges,  toconda[nn 
men, :  or.  aoquit  mien,  according  as  they  are  found' 
gnil^ or  innocent  by  the  law;  but  thfe  king  leaves  it 
to  the  judges,  and  doth*  not  meddle  with  it  himself: 
to  it. is  with  the  King  of  Heaven,  he  gives  power  and 
cooimission  to  his  prophets  and  apostles,  and  the 
witnesses  of  the  Spirit,  to  judge  and  determine  of 
people's  eternal  weal,  or  woe :  and  those  keys  of 
oeaven  and  belU  that  Christ  gave  unto  Peter,  was 
pbwer  to  bless. and  curse  to  eternity  ;  for  whose  sins 
he  >  did  remit;  .tbey  were  forgiven  to  eternity,  and 
fwbdad  sins  beididrtfttit,  eternal  salvation  did  come 
upon  that  man' c!so  <m  the  contrary,  whose  sins  Peter 
did  retain,  that  man's  sins  were  never  forgiven  of 
God,  being  retained  by. Peter  ;  so  that  eternal  dam* 
nation  lis  passed  upon  that  man  whose  simk  are 
retained,  and  God  will  not  revoke  what  his  jtelge 
hath  done ;  and  this  power  God  hath  given  unto  us, 
the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit :  but  if  you  had  read  the 
book  called  liie  Quaker  s  Neck  Broken,  you  would 
harve^seen  this  point  morctlatgely  proved  i  but  I  per- 
ceive you  .are  ignorant*  of  all  things  pertaining  to 
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,  .        .  ,  ,  , 

siflvation  and  danination,  but  what  t!ie  f  the 

Scriptures     dictates     to    yDur    updeftl  ;and,' 

imagination  :  but  we  that  are  cho?eri  jn  *  God ' 

are  to  read  the  Scriptures  thus,   and  tQ  giV6  inter- ' 
pretation,  according  to  the  tenor  pf  our  commission  ; 
for  the  Scripture  is  given  into  mine  hand,  ahd  no  man 
knows  the  Scriptures  truly  but  tnyself ;  because  God 
hath  given  me  undetstandmgdf  hisi  mmd  in  tlie  Scrip- 
tures above  all  men  in  the  world, .  and  he  hath  made 
ni)rf  judge  of  the  Scriptures; .  Therefore  what  inter- 
pretation or  sense  soever  you  gather  from  the  word 
oiF  the 'Scriptures,  J  gay  it  is  but  the  imagination  of 
ytour  6wn  brains. 
'  Fourteenfhly.   Ydit^  say  nothing  hinders  m^s-  salva- 
tio«' but tfheir owd  wrlls  ^^  afeo,  you  say,  ther^  is  no' 
stichr  thing  as  a  dtictrineof  reprbbatioh,  wheteJby  men  ' 
are  destined  ,to  destruction;  • 

Ahtmtt.  How  comes  it  to  pass  thien,  that  your  freer . 
will  did  not  preserve  yourself  from'  being  dafmned  to 
eter&tty  ?     It  seems  you  had  not  ppwer  in  your  will ' 
te>  keep  yoii  from  the  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost ; 
if  you^bad  had  power  in  yoUr  will,  you  Would  have ; 
believed  your  brother  arid  me,  when  y6u  saw  your 
birother  Ivoble  damned  by  me :  how  comes  it  to  pass 
your  will  did  not  submit,  and  be  silient? .  You  saw 
the  trouble  that  Noble  was  in  at  the  present ;  yet 
your  will  had  not  power  to  keep  yourself  from  the 
same  condemnation;   but  have  yotf'rtot  read,  that 
God  hath  blinded  the  eyes,  and  made  the  ears  heavy, 
atttf  the  heart  of  man  hard,  lest  they  should  see,  hear, 
understand,  and  be  converted  ?^     Why  did  not  the 
nflll  -of  those  men  *6oiivfeH  themselves  ?     Tbe  cause 
w^y,  they  Wete  'liatdened  of  God ;   arid  wliy'  were 
tHey  fiafdebfed^of  G«a?    Because  tfeey  were  df  the  ' 
reprobate  seed,;  eveii  the  seed  of  the  serpent.;  so  it  is 
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iTi^b  you.  Gad  hath  blinded  your  eyes,  because  you 
are  of  the  reprobate  seed,  the  seed  of  the  serpeut, 
Imted  of  God,  as  Esau  was,  and  your  brother  Alex- 
ander beloved  of  God,  as  Jacob  was..  Here  is  the 
doctrine  of  election  and  reprobation  manifest  in  you 
two ;  the  one  is  taken,  and  the  other  left,  by  this 
commission  of  the  Spirit  And  do  you  not  find  in 
the  Scriptures  no  such  doctrine  of  election  and  repro^ 
bation?  You  may  find  and  read  it  in  tlie  Romans 
'Very  frequently  spoken  of;  and  had  not  you  been  of 
the  reprx^bate  seed,  appointed  to  suffer  those  etertiai 
torments,  you  would  not  have  been  so  blind  and 
hardened,  but  have  believed,  and  have  submitted  to 
God's  prerogative  power ;  but  the  reprobate  seed 
thinks  to  be  saved  by  his  own  will,  whether  God  wUl 
or  no ;.  but  you  being  destinated  to  destruction,  hath 
caused  you  to  write  against  it. 

JFif'teenthfy.  You  say,  one  would  think  no  man  in 
his  right  .wits  should  be  so  far  deprived  of  his  reason, 
as  to  ^flmit^of  this  for  a  ground  to  embrace  the  single, . 
bare  testimony  of  two  men,  whereof  one  hath  beeu 
dead  some  years,  and  have  but  their  bare  words,  that 
God  ^pake  to  them,  ^ndlieard  his  voice ;  and  such  a 
commsisioa  strikes  at  the  foundation  and  knowledge 
of  the  Scriptures,  and  the  root  of  all  religion  and 
worship,  a^  the  ve^  bottom  of  holiness  and  godliness, 
and  also  sti^tkies  at  the  very  majestj  of  God  himself: 
«o  you  Goun^your  brother  given  over  to  strong  delu« 
«ions,  to  ti«j|eve  lies,  because  the  Scriptures  say.  In 
the  latter  daymen  shall  be  given  mer  to  believe  Ues^  and 
the.devkei  ^  their  qwn  brains* 

Answer^   Had  you  been  in  your  right  wits,  jpo ; 
would  have  nmde  tbe^ngle  testimoi:^  of  two  men  the 
only  ground  of  salvations   but  you  being  ou^^pf  your 
wijts^  being  blinded  and  hardened,  you  have  embraced 


Digitized  by 


Google 


267 

dead  mens  testimonies  for  the  ground  of  yout*  feitb, 
men  that  have  been  dead  many  hundred  years ;  so 
that  your  faith  in  those  mens  words  will  do  you  rib 
good  now :  and  it  would  have  been  as  good  for  you 
if  you  had  been  deprived  of  your  reason,  as  you  think 
your  brother  is ;  for  the  reason  in  you  is  the  devil, 
that  shall  torment  to  eternity,  and  good  would  it 
have  been  for  you  if  you  had  been  deprived  of  it:  a 
little  measure  of  faith  to  put  your  trust  in  the  decla-- 
ration  of  two  single  men,  whereof  one  is  now  living, 
would  have  wrought  the  work  of  salvation  in  you, 
and  have  deprived  you  of  reason,  which  reason  now 
will  torment  you,  oecause  you  are  not  deprived  of  it^ 
but  is  wholly  guided  by  it;  and  so  your  trust  must 
be  altogether  in  the  dead  letter  of  the  S< 
in  dead  mens  words,  and  you  shall  find 
for  your  soul  but  bare  words ;  for  thei 
and  life  in  them,  except  you  had  hear] 
lieved  the  single  testimony  of  two  mei 
do  so,  the  interpretation  of  the  Scripl 
Hfe  and  spirit  unto  their  souls :  also,  I  c 
timony  of  us  two  single  men  doth  stril 
dation  of  all  hypocritical  knowledge  oft 
and  at  the  root  of  all  religion  and  worsl 
formal  worship  of  the  Baptists  and  others^  and  at  the 
Very  bottom  of  your  hypocritical  holiness  and  seeming 
godliness.    This  conMnission  of  the  Spirit  strikies  at 
the  very  hypocritical  majesty  that  you  hypocrites 
seeih  to  give  unto  God ;  for  now  is  the  axe  laid  to  the 
root  of  that  tree ;  it  strikes  to  the  root  of  all  kno v- 
^ledgfe,  wisdom,  religion,  worship,  hypocritical  holi- 
ness and  godliness,  that  is  practised  in  all  the  seven 
churches,  as  shewing,  that  the  ministry  of  them  all  is 
false/  none  havinljg  a  commission  from  God  to  preach  ? 
8o  that  God  bath  by  our  hands  given  tbelhxe);  and  we 
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h»ve  Iwd  it  to  the  root  of  the  tree,  and  have  ca,t 
(lowii  many  of  your  preachers,  and  spoiled  all  ^our 
jodliness,  as  dung  and  dross;  neither 
ness^  nor  godliness^  nor  righteousness, 
thing,  in  that  you  are  given  over  to^^ 
1,  to  put  your  trust  in  dead  mens  wofcjl^ 
ised  the  true  interpretation  of  the  Script 
re  alive ;  so  that  you  followed  the  do- 
wn brains  to  your  endless  misery. 
Yoii  say  to  your  brother,  that  God  i^ 
]  eternal  God,  and  hath  no  b6giiinjiu|;, 
)  no  eliding:   but  ^say  you)  this  iiieir 
the  Spirit  tells  us  of  a  God  that  up 
all  the  world  but  two  men,  and  that 
110  other  can  know  the  true  God  but  those  that  be- 
lieve in  those  two  men ;  but,  say  you,  what  this  new- 
broached  light  will  come  to,  you  will  at  present  fpr- 
bear  judging,  but  leave  it  to  the  hand?  of  the  God  of 
prophets  and  apostles. 

Answer.  As  to  that  we  own,  ^hat  God  b  everlasting 
and  eternal,  s|.nd  had  no  beginning,  nor  hath  no  end- 
the  s£^me  God  this  third  and  la^t 
ou  of,  only  there  is  no  man  in  the 
y,  tha^  doth  jtri^ly  know  this  ever- 
8  two,  wnd  are' the  choseji  witnesses 
God,  tliat  knows  him,  and  tho«e  to 
t;  neither  can  any  other  man  know 
those;  that  believe  in  us  two  men. 
^ay^  a3  Christ  did  in  another\qase, 
f:  £j;'cej!?/^ '  saith  Christ,  you  BeHevfi 
ill  die  in  ^oii^  sins  :  so  likewise  I  say, 
y  other  do  believe  in  our  doctxiffp 
nd  us  two  mcQ,  to  be  the  last  cbo$p 
?hets  of  C?odj  I  say  you  ijmll  all  afe 
;  is.  In  u'nt^elief,  apd  so  '((Jimu^d,i<> 
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;<rteriiitj4  for  tbi«  I.mustteMyou,  that  wjbower  flw 

in  ;unbe^i^«  tb^ti  |i^h,faueard,th«  spuod  o£  a.  Uu^  pro^ 

.p|»et's  words  9r.w4tipgs»  JKwl  bjflieye?  tbert  ffoi  M 

dif«|vVi;  lui  sins  qf,  i^>Mief/  apd  all  hubs  c^e  that  )[»> 

iibai;h  oommitted  ;,  P9  that  he  is  clean^eid:  frpip  Pio.&in 

■atalK  ^d  what wiU foUo^ir  upon  t»hat«  that c6Di;pien<i}e 

that  dies  in  his  siqi,  l^t  every  mao'»  cpnoci^ice  ju%9. 

,i^t  whoaojever  Miey^tb  in  a  Unie  prophtet's  ;i;e{>oflt 

apd  doctrine,  hi^  b£?i*t  i/»  purj6e4  by  j^ijl^h  in  himseli^ 

,a^,  doth  not  die  i^  his  sitAS;,,  but  is^  cleansed  fy(m  tbe 

gjffljb^n^.  oH^lamngtion  in  bis :  consilience  of  a^U,|Bdw, 

,both  on^al.and,  actual,,  though  the  r^94^son  ^f  m^ 

.being  the  seed,,  qpuqi^s,  th^:  v^sry  aQt  of  faiLtb".  tb^ 

j^etb  peace,  to  man's  mind*  tbejccodattbe  grmli^ 

,s^n  of  ,aU::  but  grjsat  is  tb$  pt»wBr«>ife,itb,:a^d,stflQ>nig»; 

bn^  Ipwiis  the  powei;  pf  irea^oR,  and  w€s»k^    .Add  «!>» 

fpr  this  nejWfbrpached.  ligbfc.  a*  iyou  call  \t,  I.isaorott 

,Vf ^s^  i  newTbroacbfid:  by  m^ .  Gcd  of  hea;veo  him$»\fv, 

'WwJi  \hk  ligbt  declared  by!iu$  .the  .witoesse]$  ofutbe 

;Spiilit,  iTfijl.wMv^  ;tp  centie  itetlf  in  Godi  fitQi»  vhf«iile 

^,  qfiva^j  ^  libe  /ligbt.  of  pi!pphet$  laoA  ajpo^tlestdiA 

wbo  were  sent  of  God,  as  those  two  men  were  .ili^b^W 

you  so  much  slight;  and  it  would  have  been  well  for 

you  ifyou.b^.forborn  Judging,.  a:nd  .tejft  it  t^lihe 

hands  of  the  God  of  prophets  and  apostles :   but 

ypyp  ii^aspn  batb  Mndertook,  by  the  dead  letter  of  ithe 

Scriptures,  to  judge,  tb^  gi:eates4(  Jight'tbat:€{v€r:  lO^d 

8|9nt,uj){oa  e«ftb»  and  pf  ^  more  bi^r  n»mfe  t^an 

that,  pjf  tb<i  |wr0i»h(8ts  and  apPrtlw  t .  bui  tJ»Q  b^  ^ 

heayfui  wa«  etou^lig^^cd  bjT.^he  6e<rd  of  the  serpen^ 

their  bearts  being  darkened  by  the  letter  of  thffSofipr 

.tureft,  pro*  bave  presumed  4x>  fight  ^against  the  Hght  of 

this  commission  of  the  Spirit;*  Mflmh  God  batb  ooatt 

i|Mtte4  tp  twp  men^  apd  yoiiibawe  jrtdged  it,.atfd  hfxw 
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^ot  left  judghieht  to  '<5o^*  Th^  things  aforesaid 
-mr^.  the  most  cotislderable  passages  in  yoiiF  large  letter 
to  vow  fcMTOther  Alexander,  and  tbeVfcryqiiintetsence 
of  ^your  knowledge  in  the  lettei'  6f  the  Scriiptures, 
wherein  you  have  taken  up  deadtnens  words,  to  fight 
with  a  man  that  is  ahve ;  you  do  as  if  a  man  should 
take  the  sheath  of  a  sword  in  his  hand,  to  fight  with 
him  that  hath  a  glittering  sword  in  his*  hand,  with  two 
edges,  which  cuts  every  way  ;  for  the  letter  of  the 
Scri[^nres  is  but  the  sheath  for  the  two^dged  sword 
of  the  Spirit  to  be  in :  and  God  hath  drawn  forth  this 
glittermg  sword  with  two  edges,  out  of  the  letter  of 
the  Scriptures,  and  hath  put  it  into  two  single  men^i 
mouths,  ahd  hath  given  us  power  to  bless  and  curse 
to  eternity  :  so  that  it  doth  not  peculiarly  belong  to 
God  but  unto  man ;  lad  had  you  believed  in  me, 
you  should  have  believed  God  that  sent  me;  but  io 
that  you  have  despised  that  two  men  should  know 
more  of  God  than  all  men  in  the  world;  yoii  have 
'defi^pised  God  alsoy  and  have  sinned  against  the  Holy 
Giiost,  atfd  God  hath  it^de  me  your  judge  in  his 
*teaA.  ■  " 

The  blasphemies  you  have  spoken  are  these : 

>  I4  That  the  letter  of  ^the  Scriptures  ought  to  be 
credited  as  if  God  did  speak  himself  i  '  '  * 

2.  You  prefer  the  words  df  Peter  iattd  Paul,  bdng 
dead  so  many  hundred,  years,  to  he  of  tnore  conse- 
quence now  than  the  voice  of  words  God  spake  to 
Jobri'^Reeve. 

3«  You  call  the  commission  of  the  Spirit  a  supposed 
commissiion  and  imagination. 

4«  You  call  the  commi^ion  yotif  brother  owm 


Digitized  by 


Google 


and  believes^  eFror^  and  strong  delusion^  aud  higli 
impostures,  and  pretended  revelations  and  cpmmis^ 
Slops.     ' 

S^  YoM  utterly  deny  the  body^  or  person  of  Christ; 
JesUSi  to-be  Father,  Son,  atid  Ho\y  Spirit :  this  yon 
say  is  Utterly  iafee.  * 

i'64  You  say,  the  distinction  your  brother  gir6th  of 
Cbris.t  being  Father,  S0ni  and  Spirit,  in  plain  tehns,  i 
i»  ^p£eee  of  nonsense.  I     ^    .  / 

7-  You  call  the  talk  of  this  commission  of  the 
Spirit  a  whimsey  of  the  brain,  and  no  less  than  de- 
lusion. 

8^  Youx^all  the  doctrine, of  tlvis  commission  of  the 
SpWkdWV.bWached  light.'      '    ^ 

'  ^The^e  thinc;s  being  considered,  I  thought  it  some- 
thing necessary  to  answer  the  things  of  most  note  in 
your  letter  to  your  brother  Alexander ;  for  in  that 
you  despise  his  advice  and  counsel,  and  doctrine  and 
commission  heowm,  you  ha:tre  despised  me  and  my 
-doctrine.  So  I  have  collected  the  most  wickedest 
speechjes  x}f  yourji  out  of  your  letter,  wherein  you 
maV  plainly  see  ^the  cause  of  your  Condemnation  is 
juiel  upOA  yeu/^  t^'at  you  think  you  have  free-will 
to  save  yourself  from  eternal  damnation ;  yet>  yoiir 
free-will  could  not  preserve  you  from  the  sin  against 
the  Holy  Ghost,  notwithstanding  you  saw  Nobte,  the 
Baptist-preacher,  damned  before  ypur  face,  for  the 
S0<m^siM  i^^ytt  he  9pake  but  few  words  t6  whak  you 
b«ive/do<je  ite  ymir  lefetfei.  '    '  '  !  n- 

'  trheseChing9  considered,  in  obedieipce  to  my  com- 
mistribti^  frtkil  God,  *  do,  for  these  your  wicked 
8rtt«^he*^«fon^^ritteri,  prononnceEdi*^dDelanxafn, 
]Miptiifriprdachef,  curscH*  and'dftmned,  both  m  soul 
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and  bodjj  from  the  preseoce  of  God»  elect  men,  and 
angels^  to  all  eternity. 

And  it  will  be  a  marvelous  thing  if  you  do  escape 
a  very  mean»  low»  even  almost  a  vagabond  coivlition 
in  thi9  life,:  besides  your  damnation  hereafter ;  for  this 
I  miist  tell  you,  that  sins  of  this  nature  seldom  Qscjape 
a  double  c«ir!9|e.  But  now  you  ntf^y  go  see  if  you  can 
prea<^t  an4  pray  this  curse  off  you  ¥^i|i ;  and  if  your 
will  had  any  power  in  it»  now. you  had  best  l^ptir. 
yourself  ; 

WrilUnby 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETpN, 

One  of  the  Jj&rtt  two  last  Witntuesmid  Propketi^mto 
the  High  and  Mighty  God^  the  Mm  Chrut  Jt$M  m 
Ghrjf. 


A  Cx)py  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  the,  Projp1jft,tjod^ 
MtiggUlon,  ;  to  » Jlfw;  ;  Mtfrjf  P^rkfrfA\JMP»t  i  J3# 

, .  .:  :  .        »')  ' •  I  ; -  .  .'. 

Lomng  and  Jdtid/ri^nJk  Mary  Pnrkery  7    '    .    >-' 

I  RE;CEiVED  your  letter  iijplowd:  ip  Mm/ 
Sudbury's  letter,  and  I  find  in  your  letter  maay  exce^ 
lent  expr^sipQS,  iand  words  of  .faitb.andcqn$<wno0[ia 
those  truths, declareic)  by  this  comiii^4ioq.(^f,tbe(3ipir 
rit :  as  in  th^^r^j:  wystery,  that  Qp/(Lbfiq«iliB  fl^h i 
and  God  did  die,  to  j;fdeseni  the  dectjAfe^tK^^^efMli 
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of  faith,  from  eternal  death :  and  in  that  you  have 
believed  the  report  of  us  the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit, 
and  have  cast  yourself  wholly  upon  this  commission  of 
the  Spirit,  the  arm  of  the  Lord's  saving  health  is  re- 
vealed unto  you  in  a  measure  already,  in  that  you 
have  found  light  and  life  in  believing;  and  the  salva- 
tion of  the  Lord  shall  be  revealed  unto  you  more  and 
more,  even  firom  strength  to  strength,  until  a  perfec- 
tion of  faith  in  you,  so  that  no  doubt  shall  arise  in 
your  heart  as  to  your  eternal  happiness ;  but  the  light 
of  faith  in  you,  built  upon  this  rock  you  have  cast 
yourself  upon,  it  will  shew  you  how  all  the  world  doth 
lie  in  wickedness,  ignorance,  and  darkness ;  nay,  all 
religious,  righteous,  and  good-natured  people  are  in 
darkness,  and  ignorant  altogether  df  this  great  thing, 
that  God  should  become  a  child,  and  grow  to  a  man, 
and  eat  and  drink  with  man,  and  so  suffer  death  by 
his  own  creatures,  in  that  be  poured  out  his  soul  unto 
death,  in  that  he  poured  out  the  Godhead  life,  that 
was  in  the  blood;  therefore,  the  blood  of  Christ  wa3 
no  less  than  the  blood  of  God ;  and  Whoever  dotii  be« 
Keve  this,  doth  really  and  truly,  by  faith,  drink  tbo 
blood  of  God,  and  hath  eternal  life  abiding  in  them ; 
that  is,  the  full  assurance  of  etetnal  life  abides  here 
m  them  in  this  life,  and  so  enters  into  eternal  glory, 
when  this  natural  life  shall  ilie;  for  there  is  no  time 
to  the  dead. 

I  confers,  I  do  not  know  that  ever  I  did  see  you  in 
my  life;  bat  your  letter  dothabew  to  me  what  your 
heart  is,  as  I  sfaaJl  add  this  to  your  further  confidence 
of  faith  and  comfort  of  heai^t,  that  I  do  declare  you 
are  of  the  blessed  of  the  Lord  b6t^  in  soul  and  body 
to  eternity ;  in  that  I  perceive  you  have  received  in 
yomr  faeut  a  prophet  in  the  name  of  a  prophet^  you 
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shall  have  a  prophet's  reward,  which  reward  is  no  less 
than  the  blessing  of  eternal  life. 

So  resteth  your  friend,  though  unknown  by  sight, 
but  known  by  truth  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Poiiem^  AMgud  V^  1668. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodofwicke 
Muggleton^  to  Mr.  Thomas  Tompkmson,  bearifig  date 
from  London,  September  21,  1665. 

lowing  mi  Ami  Frieitd,  Thonuu  TompkinsoH, 

I  UNDERSTAND  by  Elizabeth  Bootfaam, 
that  you  have  not  received  those  books  that  came  out 
of  the  press  last,  in  answer  to  George  Fox&;  also  I 
heard  Mr.  Delamaine's  letter  you  sent  to  him,  and 
you  made  no  mention  of  the  receipt  of  the  books, 
which  I  did  much  marvel  at ;  but  I  perceive  by  your 
letter  to  Elizabeth  Bootham,  that  you  have  not  re- 
ceived them  yet ;  therefore  I  thought  good  to  let  you 
understand,  that  I  did  send  five  books  to  you;  it  is 
now  almost  six  weeks  since  :  also  I  sent  a  letter  with 
them^  and  another  enclosed  from  your  maid,  but  it 
seems  you  have  received  none,  which  is  a  very  base 
thing  of  the  carrier^  that  could  not  have  conveyed  the 
letter  to  you  before  now ;  but  I  perceive  it  was  partly 
your  maid's  fault,  for  she  and  my  wife  went  to^ther^ 
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and  your  maid  delivered  the  books  and  the  letter  to 
the  carrier  that  brought  her  up  to  London,  which  is 
ITtoxeter  carrier,  and  not  by  Ashbourne  carrier,  and 
this  I  suppose  is  the  cause  of  the  miscarriage ;  there- 
fore I  would  desire  you  to  call  for  the  letter  and  five 
books  of  Laurence  Foxe,  Utoxeter  carrier,  which  he 
received  about  five  or  six  weeks  ago*  You  will  know 
by  the  date  of  the  letter  if  you  receive  it.  This  Lau- 
rence Foxe  inns  at  the  Bell,  in  Smithfield,  near  the 
White  Bear,  London.  Also  I  would  desire  you,  if 
you  have  sold  any  of  those  books,  to  send  the  money 
for  as  many  as  you  have  sold  as  soon  as  conveniently 
you  can. 

This  is  all  at  present,  only  that  we  are  all  well,  and 
do  remember  our  loves  to  you  and  your  wife,  with 
all  friends  else  there  with  you. 

I  rest  and  remain  your  friend  in  the  true  fitith, 
LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

PoOem,  September  91^  1668. 

Direct  your  letters  to  me  thus :  For  Mr.  Muggle- 
ton,  at  the  widow  Brunt's  house,  next  door  to  the  sign 
of  the  White  Horse,  in  the  Postern,  near  Moor-lane, 
London. 

Elizabeth  Bootham  remembers  her  love  and  service 
to  you  and  your  wife ;  and  she  saith,  she  would  not 
have  you  trouble  youi-sclf  about  sending  any  cheese, 
for  she  doth  think  she  shall  not  stay  here  in  London 
until  All-holland-tide,  therefore  desireth  to  hear  from 
you  as  soon  as  may  be.  , 

So  resteth  your  servant. 


ELIZABETH  BOOTHAM. 
2M0 
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A  Copy  6f  a  Letter  sent  by  the  Prophet  Lodawicke 
Muggieton^  to  Mr.  Tlwrnas  Tompkinson^  of  Slade^ 
kousey  in  Staffordshire^  bearing  date  from  Ldnklen, 
December  14,  1668. 

LmHng  FHend,  Thomiis  nrnpUmion^ 

THIS  is  to  certify  you,  that  I  received  your 
letter,  dated  December  7 »  1668;  also  I  received  of 
William  Osboume  the  ten  shillings  you  sent,  and 
Elizabeth  fiootbam  received  her  thii^  also,  Tbere 
is  little  (>r  no  news  here  at  London  at  present,,  for 
every  sort  of  people  here  hath  freedom  of  conscieoce 
to  meet  without  any  disturbance,  only  tl^  Quakers 
people  are  nluch  ofifended  at  nie  for  settirfg  forth  this 
last  book,  called  a  Looking-Glass  for  Quakers ;  in- 
somuch, that  several  of  the  chief  speakers  of  the 
Quakers  have  come  to  talk  to  me  about  it,  and  have 
come  under  the  sentence  of  damnation ;  and  one 
Thomas  Loe,  a  speaker  of  the  Quakers^  sent  me  a 
cursed,  desperate,  blasphemous  letter,  worse  tbaii 
ever  I  received  of  any  from  Quaker  or  other  beforef; 
but  upon  the  return  of  the  sentence  of  damnation 
upon  bim,  this  said  Thomas  Loe  fell  sn^k  the  ^ame 
night  he  received  it,  and  never  went  Out  of  his  bed 
more  till  he  was  carried  to  be  buried,  which  'was  in 
less  than  three  weeks,  which  thing  hath  been  great 
amazement  to  the  Quakers,  and  uaUi  moved  them 
much  against  me;  insomuch,  that  they  have  baiided 
themselves  against  me,  and  have  raked  amongst  all 
the  damned  devils  they  can  hear  of,  to  bear  their 
testimony  against  me;  and  all  false  reports  by  this 
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damned  crew  are  taken  for  truth  by  the  Quakers, 
that  they  might  8et  forth  a  book  against  me.  The 
cb^ef  j9peakersoftheQuak^?»  have  cimsult^d  to^tber, 
and  I  as  I  understand  by  several  Quakers^  have  writ- 
ten nearly  thirty  sheets  of  paper  against  me,  and  in- 
tended to  put  it  in  print  berore  now.  I  did  expect 
to  have  seen  il  before  now,  but  there  hath  fallen  a 
cross  upon  thesis  for  th^ir  prints  ptesct  isbeoken  in 
pieces^  and  the  printer  in  prison  for  printing  a  book 
against  the  Presbyterians,  and  the  man  tbai^  wrote  it 
hideth  himself,  yet  a  Quaker,  and  one  qt  those  that 
wiitetb  agaiiis^t  me ;  60  that  for .  tHe  present  there  is 
a  stop  ptttNtO'the  Quakier's  book  agauist  me,  ;for  bo 
printer  eke  miist  do  it,  it  beitig  not  licenced . 

1  htve  written  .the  chief  passiages  in  a  dispute  with 
fome  Quakers  with  me  for  metiioty^ake,  iwhkiii  here^ 
after  nxty  ioome  ta  light.      • 

•  So  in  iMUfte,  i  mstyionty  my  lo^e,  'With  my  wife^s 
lovfey  remembered  unto  youraelf  and  wife,  and  slU 
ImtMfe  else  there  with  y^. 


Xienwiii  tydur:  friend  4n  the  true'  foith,    .  \ 
/    :       I^IXJWIGKE  MUGGLETPOlff:: 

.    r-  .     :     J    h        :      •     •       '  •  - 
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A  Copy  of  a  LeHer  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowtche 

Muggleton^  containing  the  Blessing  of  Eternal  Life, 

.  sent  unto  Lydia  Brooks,  of  Sheashjf,  in  Leicestershire, 

{this  was  JoImSaddington's  sister)  bearing  date  from 

London,  October  34,  in  the  year  1668. 

F»endX^am  Brooks^ 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  of  your  brother  John 
S^ddu^^toD,  wherein  I  understand  how  you  came  to 
bear  oftruth  declared  by  this  commission  of  the  Spi- 
rit, and  that  the  Lord  hath  opened  your  heart  to  be-^ 
lieve  the  reports  of  our  writings,  and  that  I  am  a  true 
prophet  sent  of  God«  It  is  confessed  that  I  never 
saw  you  in  my  life  ;  yet  this  testimony  you  give  of 
your  faith  in  your  letter  in  the  true  God,  and  in  this 
commission  of  the  Spirit,  giveth  me  assurance  in  my* 
self  that  your  heart  is  right  in  the  sight  of  God,  and 
that  your  £uth  is  built  upon  a  sure  rock,  that  cannot 
Ml ;  for  whoever  do  only  beUeve  the  doctrine  declared 
by  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  and  believeth  him 
whom  God  sent,  they  can  do  no  less  than  receive  Grod 
that  sent  him ;  and  whoever  receiveth  a  prophet  in 
the  name  of  a  prophet,  shall  receive  a  prophet's  re- 
ward, which  reward  is  no  less  than  eternal  life ;  and 
that  your  fidth  may  increase  and  grow,  fix)m  strength 
to  strength,  as  it  is  b^un,  I  do  declare  you  one  of  the 
blessed  of  the  Lord  to  eternity,  though  I  never  saw 
vour  person ;  but  by  y^our  words  I  saw  your  faith,  and 
being  justified  by  faith,  you  will  have  peace  with 
God ;  for  by  words  of  unbelief  are  many  people  con- 
demned, and  by  words  of  faith  are  many  people  jus- 
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tified ;  and  as  fot  your  nearest  relaticMiSy  as  husband 
and  mother^  being  against  you  for  not  going  to  churchy 
to  that  I  say^  be  not  you  overcome  to  break  the 
peace  of  your  mind  by  the  threats*  or  persuasions,  or 
temptations  of  husband. or  mother,  to  defile  your 
mind  by  &lse  worship  through  slavish  fear ;  but  wof- 
^ip  God  in  Spirit  and  troth  as  you  have  b^un»>  as 
this  conmiission  hi^th  declared,  and  you  will  become 
more  than  a  conqueror  in  your  spirit  over  husband 
and  mother,  and  shall  no  more  stagger  in  your  mind 
through  the  persuasions  or  temptations  of  any  what*- 
soever ;  and  the  wilderness  where  you  now  live  will 
yield  you  such  peace  of  mind,  that  will  be  as  sweet  as 
honey,  or  the  honey-<»>mb,  though  you  have  none 
with  you  to  partake  with  your  suttering3.  This  is  all 
at  present,  only  my  love  to  yourself,  though  ubh 
)uiown» 

I  rest  9nd  remain  your  friend  in  the  true  faith, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Postemy  October  f^y  1668. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodomcht 
Muggleton,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Tompkinson,  of  Sladf^ 
house,  in  Staffordshire,  bearing  Date  from  London^ 
January  Sly  l669* 

.   Loimg  and  kind  Friend  m  the  true  Faith^  Thomas  Tompkiman, 

THIS  is  to  certify  you  that  I  have  sent  seven 
books  of  the  Interpretation  of  the  Witch  of  Ehdor ; 
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i  imA  tntMd  the  AMwee  to  Isaad  Pcfimni^toii  slioukl 
hkv«  b«ef]f  ptimed  'ahdl  h\it  it  did  tmc^arrj  in  the 

I  ii^Vef  was  M  ct*d66ed  Iti  ali  the  boolraasl  bare 
»HMed,  M  iri  the^  two  t  for  this  lot  the  Wftqh  of 
Sttdoi^  hatS)  beeifi  fbt  six  mooths  in  the  prmter'a  hands } 
but  with  imidi  diflicui^^  ttbd  trduble»  and  ehaige,  I 
hay^  got  it  it^  eufe  of  the  presst  but  because^  this 
^rhibf  was  m  bttie,  and  kept  it  so  long,  I  put  the 
bthei*  tb  atiethep  printe^,  thinking  to  have  it  4ene 
be<oi^  thi^,'  and  sb  it  iHcmld ;  but  flrengh  the  fM*get- 
l^ffies^  of  fh6  ^Ht«r,  not  takiu^  the  isopy  in  his 
pbtk^Xa  AS  h^  thoc^  tb  do^  he  l««nt  bttt»  Md  Uf^ 
thU  kd^  antf  pirddr  of  one  sheet  upon  the  pKss^  with 
hftibi*VA^ts,  M  the  tkiarebeffl  eanie  raiiaedifttdy  ap 
^itfr^'iiHd  ^ook  iki  AAd  ilroold  ba^  carried  ii  to  the 
council;  but  the  printer  made  friends,  for  ftMft»yt 
else  h6  Hv%)ttld  have  been  utterly  undone;  lor  it  tost 
the^jprinter  seven  pounds,  and  me  five  pounds,  to 

r Deify  the  ftidttei',  and  ftat  get  it  done  neither.  But 
have  preserved  the  copy,  most  part  of  if;,  and  h^e- 
after  I  do  think  to  print  it,  but  not  at  present,  it  will 
be  no  wa^s  convenient.  But  I  am  glad  it  was  not  the 
Witch  of  Endor  was  taken ;  because  'tis  of  more  va- 
lue, and  never  written  of  before,  by  us,  nor  no  other, 
9bA iiHich  desired,  and  objected  by  mamr:  there  i$ 
pi^e  ^r  Thomas  Turner,  who  gave  2s.  6d.»  one  for 
Ilicnard  Grindy,  Vlio  gave  U,  6«.,  and  one  for  John 
Criiidi^,  \ifhb  giave  1«.,  and  one  for  liiwrence  Water- 
man, who  gave  1«.,  and  there  is  three  for  ybursrif  to 
dispose  as  you  please,  and  pay  for  the  carriage.  These 
caBahotbe'^oraed  under  U.  price,  I  sell  none  of  them 
uader^  ppr  fiever  will,  while  jJb^y  last;  ^  will  9ot  do 
a»  t  d«d  by  jthe  Alojrtality  of  t^e  Soul,  sie^l  it  fyt  six- 
pence, and  now  I  would  give  2«.  6d.  myself  for  one 
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single.  Here  is  Mr.  Delamaine's  letter  inclosed. 
Thus  in  haste,  I  rest,  only  my  love,  with  my  wife's 
iove,  remembered  to  yourself  and  wife,  and  all  friends 
in  the  faith,  .  . 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLEtON. 

PoUem^  London^  January  Sly  1669. 

L J. i       / 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  sent  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton  to  Mr.  Goodwyn^  of  Chesterfield^  bearing 
date  February  4,  1669- 

Lacing  Friend  in  the  true  FaUh^  Mr.  Goodmyn^ 

THIS  is  to  certify  you  that  I  have  sent  you  six 
books  of  the  Interpretation  of  the  Witch  of  Endor^ 
desiring  you  to  give  Betty  Smith  one,  and  Betty 
Slater  one,  and  two  for  your  mother,  and  two  for 
yourself. 

Also  I  did  intend  the  other  should  have  been 
printed  now ;  but  things  have  fallen  out  very  cross ; 
for  the  other  book  was  taken  in  the  press,  and  the 
printer  brought  into  a  great  deal  of  trouble ;  for  it 
cost  the  printer  seven  pounds,  and  me  five  pounds,  to 
p^ify  the  matter;^  else  the  printer  would  have  been 
utterly  undone,  and  not  get  it  done  neither,  and  I 
could  do  no  less  to  help  bear  him  out,  though  it  was 
altogether  his  careless  forgetfiilness  that  was  the 
cause,  and  the  business  of  the  other  printer,  that 
kept  this  so  long  in  hand,  about  six  months  :  I  have 
been  more  vexed  about  these  than  with  all  I  did  be^ 
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fore ;  bat  yet  I  am  somewhat  comforted,  that  though 
I  have  staid  long,  yet,  at  last,  I  have  got  it  out  of 
the  press,  it  being  of  more  concernment  than  the 
other,  and  of  a  bigger  volume,  and  a  thing  that  was 
never  written  of  before,  by  us,  nor  no  other :  and 
hereafter  I  do  intend  to  print  the  other,  if  it  be  pos- 
sible, when  times  are  a  little  more  open ;  for  the  copy 
is  yet  preserved. 

This  is  all  at  present,  only  my  love,  with  my  wife's 
love,  remembered  unto  you,  and  your  wife,  and  mo- 
ther, and  all  friends  else  there  with  you,  in  haste, 

I  rest  your  friend  in  the  true  faith, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

February  4, 1669. 

Also  I  have  sent  of  these  books  to  William  New- 
come,  desiring  him  to  send  two  of  the  Mortalitv  of 
the  Soul  for  them  :  he  said  (when  he  was  in  London) 
that  he  had  two  of  them,  and  that  he  would  change 
with  me  for  these.  I  would  intreat  you  to  be  earnest 
with  him,  to  look  them  up,  and  send  them  to  me  sud<^ 
denly ;  because  there  is  one  or  two  friends  in  Kent, 
is  extreme  eager  with  me  to  get  them  for  them ;  be- 
cause I  told  them,  I  thought  I  should ;  and  if  he  hath 
any  more  there,  to  let  him  send  them,  and  he  shall 
have  what  he  will  for  them,  either  books  or  money  ; 
and  this  I  would  desire  William  Newcome,  to  sell 
none  of  these  under  twelve  pence  a-piece ;  for  I  will 
sell  none  under,  as  long  as  they  last ;  for  these  cost 
twice  the  price  printing  of  what  the  others  did. 

You  may  give  William  Newcome  this  piece. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  hy  the  Prophet  Lodowickc 
Muggleton  to  John  Lad. 

Friend  John  Lad  in  the  true  Faithy  t^e. 

I  HAVE  read  over  your  letter,  and  I  perceive 
your  understanding  is  very  much  enlightened  in  the 
true  saving  light,  and  your  faith  strong  in  the  doc- 
trine of  the  commission  of  the  Spirit.  I  have  heard 
a  good  report  of  you  before,  as  to  your  knowledge  in 
truth  in  spiritual  things,  but  by  your  expressions  in 
your  letter  you  have  shewed  a  greater  measure  of  faith 
in  God,  and  knowledge  in  those  things,  those  saving 
truths  declared  by  us  the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit,  than 
was  expected  by  me  ;  but  where  the  seed  of  faith  is 
quickened  by  the  words  of  truth,  it  will  grow  like  a 
green  olive-tree,  as  Christ  said  his  words  were  spirit 
and  life :  also  to  every  one  that  believes,  the  arm  of 
the  Lord's  saving  health  is  revealed  to  that  soul,  which 
is  sprit  and  life  to  it,  in  that  they  are  a  savour  of  life 
imto  life  in  them  that  are  saved  in  that  words  of  truth- 
It  quickens  that  seed  in  man  that  was  dead,  and 
makes  it  alive,  and  so  becomes  spirit  and  life  in  man ; 
io  that  the  life  a  man  doth  live  here  is  a  life  of  faith, 
which  is  peace  of  mind,  because  this  faith  it  shall  live 
etdrnally  with  God,  in  whom  he  did  believe.  Here 
you  have  expressed  a  great  measure  of  this  faith,  and 
it  is  that  which  I  believe  is  in  your  heart  is  true  feith, 
and  will  grow  in  you  to  a  greater  perfection,  ena- 
bling you  to  withstand  all  gainsayers  whatsoever  even 
in  this  life,  besides  the  eternal  happiness  hereafter^ 
wh^n  men  shall  receive  the -end  of  their  feith,  even 
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the  salvation  of  their  souls.    This  is  all  at  present, 
time  being  short. 

I  rest  your  friend  in  the  true  faith, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

PM/ent,  London^  April  23,  1669. 


A  Letter  from  the  Prophet  Lodowicke  Muggleton,  June 

14,  1669. 

Xkar  Friend  in  the  true  Faiihy  Mrt.  Parker^ 

I  RECEIVED  a  letter  from  you  heretofore 
before  I  had  seen  you,  which  made  me  sensible  that 
your  faith  was  true,  and  your  heart  was  right  in  the 
3ight  of  God ;  and  I  being  the  messmger  of  God^ 
and  an  ambassador  in  God's  stead,  could  do  no  lest 
than  give  judgment  and  sentence  of  blessedness  upon 
you ;  and  I  sec  and  know  that  the  word  of  a  true 
prophet  is  not  in  vain,  but  standeth  for  ever ;  and  I 
have  seen  the  fruit  of  faith  and  love  abomid  in  jrou 
since  I  have  seen  you,  and  that  part  of  those  melan^ 
choly  thoughts  you  were  exercised  with  in  your  mind 
about  temporal  matters,  are  in  a  measure  vanished 
awav,  aad  comfortable  thoughts  do  run  in  the  blood 
in  the  room  thereof,  which  dieereth  the  heart  in  the 
assurance  of  eternal  life,  and  happiness  after  death, 
knowing  th^re  is  no  worse  thing  than  there  is  in  this 
life.  Oh,  how  comfortable  is  faith,  without  doubting, 
in  the  soul  of  man  and  woman!    It  removes  moun- 
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tains  of  darkness  and  great  mists  which  lie  before  the 
understanding  of  man  and  woman  ;  it  giveth  an  hun- 
dred-fold of  comfort  in  this  life,  and  life  everlasting 
hereafter ;  it  makes  a  man  or  woman  enjoy  themselves 
in  this  life^  and  no  bitterness  of  fear  of  damnation 
can  come  into  the  heart.  These  things  I  know  you 
have  seen,  in  a  measure,  and  will  experience  them 
more  and  more.  Oh,  how  beautiful  are  the  feet  of 
those  that  bring  glad  tidihgs  of  peace  to  the  soul  of 
man  or  woman !  I  have  read  of  thesethings  in  Scrip* 
tare  in  my  ignorant  zeal,  but  knew  not  what  that 
peace  was^  neither  did  I  know  what  that  glad  tidings 
was,  until  I  was  a  chosen  messenger  of  glad  tidings 
myself ;  yea,  I  have  been  a  messenger  of  glad  tidings 
to  you  and  many  others,  and  I  have  been  a  messenger 
of  sad  tidings  to  many.  These  things  I  certainly 
know,  yet  am  I  no-ways  lifted  up  with  pride  in  this 
thing,  nor  cast  down  with  any  opposition  of  slanders 
and  lies  cast  upon  me  by  reprobate  men  and  women : 
but  I  speak  these  things  the  more  to  strengthen  your 
ikith,  being  but  of  a  short  time  standing,  and  bavins 
but  little  society  with  saints,  and  little  of  experience. 
Z  thou^t  iti^cessary  to  speak  kindly  unto  you,  that 
your  joy  mi^t  be  full ;  that  you  might  have  the 
penny  of  insurance  of  everlasting  life,  as  those  that 
liaye  wrought  in  the  vineyard  of  fe^ith  many  years. 

Thus,  with  my  true  love,  and  my  wife's  love  re- 
membered unto  yourself, 

I  rest  avd  reamoi  your  frieind  in  the  true^ith, 
;  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON". 

From  the  Poitem^  London^  June  14,  1669.  - 

We  are  all  here  at>Lohdun  in  pretty  good  health. 
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A  Letter  from  the  Prophet  Lodcmicke  Mugglettm  to 
Mrs.  Ellen  Sudbury^  June  14,  l669. 

Dear  and  weU4fdovcd  Friend  in  the  eternal  Truths  FMen  Sudbury^ 

I  HAVE  always  remembered  your  fiuth  and 
love  to  this  commission  of  the  Spirit  from  the  be^in- 
lung,  wherein  I  received  your  nrst  letter,  wherem  I 
found  your  fiEiith  and  love  was  built  upon  a  sure  rock, 
even  before  you  had  seen  me,  or  any  of  my  writings, 
but  Claxton*s  writings  only;  and  I  see  how  blest  a 
thing  it  is  to  cast  the  soul  upon  a  commission  from 
God,  not  reasoning  with  flesh  and  blood,  that  is,  to 
think  to  try  the  prophet's  doctrine  and  declaration  by 
the  letter  of  the  Scriptures,  which  Cannot  speak  (as 
nM>st  people  do)  but  you  believing  and  did  not  see, 
in  that  you  were  more  blessed  than  these  that  have 
both  heard  me  speak,  and  seen  me,  and  have  believed 
as  Thomas  did  also*  You  were  one  of  the  first,  nay» 
J  think  the  first  in  those  parts,  that  did  set  to  your 
seal,  that  the  doctrine  of  this  commission  of  the  Spi- 
rit to  be  a  real  truth,  and  received  a  prophet  in  the 
name  of  a  prophet,  whereby  you  received  a  prophet's 
reward,  the  blessing  of  everlasting  life,  whereby  ycm 
have  grown  in  grace  from  strength  of  £uth  to  strength, 
even  to  the  full  assurance  of  eternal  life  abiding  in 
yourself ;  so  that  no  doubt  can  arise  in  you  to  trouble 
you,  as  it  doth  in  all  others  who  build  not  dpon  this 
rock.  Also  you  were  for  several  years  as  one  alone ; 
for  every  Quaker,  Bemonbt,  and  others  to  be  tried, 
that  if  it  were  possible  by  their  cavilling  spirits  to 
have  caused  you  to  doubt  or  question  your  faith ; 
but  I  have  seen  your  &itb  bath  grown  stronger  and 
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stronger,  and  hath  established  your  soul  more  firm, 
even  like  Mount  Sion,  which  cannot  be  shaken,  even 
while  you  stood  alone ;  but  in  some  space  of  time 
after  to  add  unto  your  comfort  in  this  life  and  the 
life  to  come ;  also  God  hath  given  vour  husband  to 
be  partaker  of  the  like  precious  faith  with  vou,  and 
so  will  partake  of  the  same  glory  with  you  nereaft6r, 
when  time  shall  be  no  more;  also  there  is  given  unto 
you  for  your  further  comfort  in  this  life,  another  true 
believer  fit  for  your  society,  one  of  your  owa  sex, 
even  your  true  neighbour,  M.  P. 

Dtar  Friend, 

This  is  to  certify  you  tliat  I  came  well  home  to 
London  on  Friday  in  the  Whitsun-week,  and  all 
friends  in  London  are  pretty  well,  and  were  glad  at 
my  coming;  but  Mr.  Whitehead  went  from  Cam*- 
bridge  a  matter  of  twelve  days  before.  There  is  little 
news  at  London  since  I  went,  only  the  Quaker's  tes- 
timony against  me,  upon  whom  1  gave  sentence  of 
damnation,  three  hours  before  his  death  was  written 
his  testimony  against  me  from  his  own  mouth,  which 
I  received  when  I  came  home*  It  is  of  verv  little 
consequence,  else  1  would  have  sent  it  you ;  but  in- 
stead of  that,  I  have  sent  you  a  book  written  by  one 
that  was  a  Quaker  fourteen  years,  which  will  inform 
you  more  concerning  the  Quakers;  and  I  would  in- 
treat  you  to  convey  the  other  book  to  Mrs.  Carter, 
with  the  letter,  as  soon  as  posbible  may  be. 

Thus,  with  my  dear  love  to  yourself  and  husband, 
with  my  wife's  love  to  you  both,  I  take  leave,  and 
i-emain   - 

Your  Friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

The Poitem^  Lanions  JuHe^Uy  IWH. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodawicke 
Muggleton  to  Mr.  Thomas  Tompkinson,  of  Slade- 
hotise^  in  Staffordshire y  bearing  date  from  Londoriy 
June  19,  1669. 

Loving  Friend  in  the  eternal  Truth,  Thomas  Tompkinson^ 

I  SAW  a  letter  of  yours  to  our  friend  Mr.  De- 
lamaine^  and  I  received  9^.  of  him  by  your  order ; 
and  I  perceive  by  your  letter  it  is  exceediog  great 
trouble  to  your  spint,  that  it  was  not  your  happiness 
to  see  me  and  those  friends  with  me,  being  so  near 
you.  Mr.  Whitehead,  of  Braintree,  and  Walter  Bo- 
henan,  the  Scotchman,  were  with  me  in  all  my  jour- 
ney^  and  we  had  good  success  and  prosperous  in  all 
places  and  things  we  did  intend,  in  that  we  saw  all 
friends  of  the  faith  in  Cambridgeihire,  Leicestershire, 
Nottingham,  and  Chesterfield,  and  there  was  an  in- 
tention and  resolution  to  have  seen  you  in  us  all,  and 
all  our  care  was  when  we  were  at  Nottingham  how  to 
^ve  you  notice,  that,  you  might  have  met  me  either 
at  N  ottingham  or  Chesterfield ;  for  Mr.  Whitehead 
was  to  go,  and  did  go,  to  Birmingham  and  Dudley  in 
StafibrosbiiTe,  joining  to  Worcestershire,  to  Mn  Finch, 
one  that  was, formerly  a  Quaker,  but  now  doth  own 
this.  Mr.  Whitehead  had  some  business  with  him  in 
the  way  of  his  trade,  being  an  ironmonger ;  so  Walter 
Bohenan  went  with  Mr.  Whitehead  to  the  place 
before-mentioned;  it  was  above  forty  miles  from 
Nottingham,  but  I  stayed  at  Nottingham,  being 
very  weary  with  riding.  We  came  to  Nottingham  to 
Mr.  Sudbury's  on  Saturday;  but  Mr.  Whitehead 
and  Walter  Bdhenan  went  from  thence  the  Jilooday 
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iiM^ii^  i^ry  early ;  but  I  staid  ttiWe  till  the  Tljiirs-^ 
day  follow'ing  befdre  1  went  to  Chesterfield,  and  they 
Weite  to  meet  me  at  ChcJsterfteld,  at  Mrs.  Carter'^,  on 
Thursday,  as  was  intended,  but  they  did  not  come 
there  till  Saturday ;  so  i  mfeide  a  full  account,  and 
Ifrids  almost  cohfldeiift  th6y  had  found  you  out,  ifrhicli 
bad  caused  them  to  stay  so  bng ;  for  they  did  inteiid^ 
and  it  was  concluded  upon  by  us  all,  and  by  Mrs; 
Sikibury ,  th^t  they  ^hdafd  find  you  out.  Being  wel  1 
h^]tfsed,  as  they  were,  if  it  %ere  twelve  or  fourteen 
Miles  out  of  their  way,  tbeV  ^  would  have  seen  y6u, 
bei^idiuse  Mr,  Sudbury  would'  hive  cotivieyed  a  letter 
lilito 'youi  to  givfe  y6u  notice  that  I  was  thet-e^,  but 
he^fcoUld  ntft';  -do  I  depindedi  and  so  did  Mrs.  Siid-^ 
hutys  tliat  Mri  Whitehead  and  Mr.  Walter  Bohehan 
WdUlil'haTe  seen  yoU,  and  the  more,  because  they 
staid  two  day  s^  longer  than  was  intended ;  l^t  it  fell 
»ut  contrary  to  ill  our  expectations,  which  madef  m 
«H>sensible  of  much  trouble,  that  all  things  e)se  ifa*  our 
jObfney  feacf  prospeiied  well,  and  if  we  had  seeti  ytou 
also,  our  joy  would  have  befen  full ;  but  missing  this 
opportunity,  dur  joy  was  somewhat  diminish^,  td 
whiat  it  would  have  been  had  we  secfn  you,  even  as 
much  satisfaction  as  can  be  had  in  weary  joumies  i 
but  after  a  little  rest  there  is  joy  in  the  morning.  Mn 
Whitehead  would  willingly  have  gone  ten  miles^^tii^ 
^f  his^  way  if  he  could  have  heard  where  Slade-house 
was ;  but  none  could  tell  them  where ;  for  they  askedl 
th6  country  people  for,  or  where  Slade-house  was; 
btit^iione  could  tell  them  where,  nor  they  did  not 
know  or  remember  any  town  near  it^  for  they  had 
forgot  Ifhat  I  had  told  them  it  was  khoikt  four  of*  fivef 
miles  fk^om  Asbbiiurne^  by  which  means*  ilid  this 
mishap  fipdl  out.     ' 

'    So,  dear  friend,  I  would  not  have  you  to  think, 
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QT^X^^ny  %\xch  thowghtsi  tfe»t  ijt;  iwa  fef  wfto*"4rf 
gooii  y^lW  or  Iqve'm  ^jr  of  w^  ^ir  W«l4n^.*ti(>«ghfe 

slmjl  .]^a^q  thq  s^iQ  s^jfactii^s  .4^  Jp^^  i9n4  t^erw^ 
]^nd  df^jr^  tp  l>aye  s^Er^you  ,ftpd  yaur.  j^4iwifei  Us 

rep^rl,  ^  vfry  bad  wpy -tOi  y<fturvhou5et  ffioia  itlMwiepaartSi 
disi^af 4|ep^  itt? .  to.  ga  af ly :  furthjsr:  :  n      , 

you  i^Jkruwr  tljat  i  w^^jthpse  p^f^^/elsp  $i$)i)!wp«ild 

ii9t  li^^  J«^W¥fp  ;*p  soK)iv;  t^ut  M  w8i«  )tootiai©j)^TB 
ba.aki4«:aoj^  U  fjiaisejfi  foPifeQ  ^dJI«  asnuch  marv^il 
tha(t  i  fi^  in  ^psie  pprte  erf  the  ipo^fl^^^  as  you  didi 
fipr  tWfl  wt^  M\a  flrkipds  m  thct  f^Ht^  ^nor  $on8  nor 
fjai^ghters.  here,  at  L(M^(fe)p>  ,tjl^;^(l  fctioiy  that  I 
V^<l>©>4U}jf  fux^ber  thfiq  C^m  my  wife 

iM3(!^  ^^.mor?,  ^vho^  iftptbftftiJ  wafi-4|Qg©;*nd?ec  io 
Leice&^r^twar^j^'  PQ«  .^t  M*!'  ^yiw<:el>e8i4  ^fnt  Waltef 

fffep4^  ber^  jn  JU>^idDOr>  b^^  friends  icb  Qaijdbficl^ 
sbjre  l^new  oiMi.  bw"^  j  gave  th^m  [notice  i^  keep  it 
^ecre^  from  friendB  ijia  XoncWn,  tilj,  we  came  haidk 
^gM^y  whicb  tjoiey  did  ;[  so  tbatiiioae  cq^ldtgiv^  ii)tel- 
ljg^??W.^^  ^ki^Sr  in  I^iceptersbire^  JNottiBg  <» 

(^^stei^eld,  so  we  pane  upon  tjiewa  b<?fi>pe  ^h^y  w^rt 
^ra^  'Wei^ect^,  afid  so  'we  thought  tp  (jk>  b^  .y<0ii, 
but  4id  npfr  attain  our  4esire6,  For  I  kn^w  if  ii  ktnA 
t^eee  :k^QWfl  here  at  I^oiidpn^  it  would  have  been 
bi^^^d  aibout  to  them  aU  before  we  cau^e^  and  to^  you 
4]¥¥9, :  bfi^d  it 'be^  rknown ;  for  as  sotoi|  as  ,]\If ,  Dekir^ 
|iA^in§  d?^  b^arn^f  ^t  by  a  lett^  I  sent  to  my  wife,  and 
Qi>fi  t|)at  Mr.  Sadddoiglipn's  sisjber  in  l^iee^^fiJbve 
^J|i  to  biw,  1*  .w^  kppwnithat  I.w-a^  Jfl  tboBft  piftftf 
then  Mr.  Delamaine,  out  of  his  exceeding |§preatica« 
t9f yow,  didsend  y<0u  woiKi ;  bjiit  gow^  by  TAshbowrfi 
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earner/  I  perceive  it  cfftme  to^  yoiir  fcalidu  6af  6rtiv«o 
too  late ;  for  He  could  n6t  have  seiit  -wth  sfitfety  to 
your  house  liy  the  post ;  yet  I  perceive  Vou  tew4  our 
friend  Delamaine's  letter  before  we  wSnt  IroM  Not- 
tingham ;  for  William  Newcombe  parted  with  us  at 
Mrs.  Carter's  on  Monday  morning  early,  and  he  was 
to  go  that  d^  to  Bakwdl,  .aodii^jg^atto  Notting* 
ham,  and  staid  there  till  Wednesday  ten  o'clock,  and 
so  departed  thence  the  way  we  came,  till  we  came  to 
Cambrid^  agaiti ;  so  Mr.  Whitehead,  as  sMn  ks  he 
could,  8<Sd  three  days  there,  attd  vent  to  his  own 
home ;  but  I  staid  a  week  longer ;  for  I  had  promised 
them  to  »tay  Wit^  thetn  at  Bdy  return  bkek.  . 

Thus  accidentally,  I  was  the  occasion  that  you  did 
W)t  see  us ;  because  it  was  secret  and  h^^i'kfcown; 
but  our  desire  iihd  imen%  was  to  ^ou  aft  to  XAh&rs.  ' 
■  T?hus  I  have  given  you  a  trae  accottflt  of  the  iHost 
«onsid€iraBl6  passages,  arid  of  our  iilterit&^nd  dfesires^ 
in  tbfe our- journey.  ■  ■  '^p-  '-■'     ''  'i^'i  i^'w;  '' 

'  S^t  shall  siiy  tio'iUO!*  at  ftr^«itta8*ii1*4«>{o*iy 
«o  le«3%t^knowithat  r  am  #^ly  andvsO  i^toy  wife, 
knd  stt'iir^  iriOdt  ^1  6^r  fti^fltis^ln-  the ^ faith!  kdre  i» 

-  Tbui;  with  my  lote^'^vith  iiy  wife^s  iov^  to  your^^ 
self,  add'  yo4Mr  wife,  and  ^a*!  ftittids^'efea^feketW^'Wttfi 

yO#/*'-  '^^^  '  ^^  *'»'^  '*-''^   -  '*  ■■  *    - '  <^-  '•''  -''  i*  ^  ^  l>.'iii  *'*<''•» 

■■  J:ftesA«»i^^ijiftiivyojiij  fyiwidi»  tbei^^ruftUimtte^v 

1.:.:;  .^,^.Ai.if,aTiQI)0WIGI^E.M]J.(H3iI*WN>;  , 

fji-ii 'Qiiii  :;o'y;  i.:.!/v      .u-.I  !^':'i'jj-   ^.wi  ..'.  r^     'm^  i  .v  *".: 


''^f'l«^d^M{i^\lrft'^i'VW  Semite 
*(i^In^,'if -i^  1^4bt  t8BMuch'ttouble,  wbetfeaf  'that' 
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[     ,ipaid  that  fasted  a  whole  yean  ;a$  was  reported,  be 
!     '^liveyist,  or  no;  becauBe  1  heard  ^t  Chesterfield  for 
j^r^^jypf  i^hat  she  wsm*  yet  alive,  and  that  eft  was  a  ^pere 
.chra^t^iget  money.'         ,    ,     i         ;    r 


4  rLettwffn^m  the  Prophet /Zod9m€ke^  MuggktoUf  to 

'     Mrs:  Elkn  Sudbury^  August  SOfi\^^.  r- 
\    [     .  .     .     ...  •   .  :     ' '  I  .    • 

Dtarlj  beloped  Friend  in  (kt  true  Faiths  [  EHrH  Suibury^ 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  and  was  glad  to 
heJtr  of  your  welfiire,  and  of  the.stiength  of  fjEiith  in 
you :  ypo  are  sua  one  of  the  daughtm  of  Sicfn,  which 
fejoicoth  the  heart  of,  him  that ,  begot  yvu  to,  the  true 
faith;  for  in  the  day  wherein  you  f^rpt  believed,  be- 
|[>i:eyouJ^djseen\me^  you  wpre.bleifssed  ojf  tbe  l4>t^'s 
m69»epgei^fQr ypm;  fait^ ;  for.  yo«  :haYe  \m»i  likgi  a 
green  <^Uve  troe^  t^at'hath  had  tihe  oil  of  joy*  and 
gladness  of  heart,  in  the  assurance  of  everlasUng  life^ 
thesQ  many  ypar^i  and:!  s&e  the  cruige  of  oil  dp3i»ot 
^wioh  yet,  l>yt.runiieth  more  potverful  tjistn  at  the 
first,  and  so  it  will  to  the  end ;  for  the  act  of  £iit;Ii  in 
you  hath  digged  a  deep  well  in  the  seed  of  fiiith  in  you, 
wAidh  Wilt  spring  Up^  in'youi^^to  satisfy  ytour  thirst 
here  ;  so  that  no  doubt  or  want  of  peace  can  come 
unto  Jy^;*  as  con^ernihgiy^^ii*  feter^  happiness,  and 
it  will  spring  up  into  eternal  life.  Also  you  may  and 
do  see,  what  an  excellent  laneuage^th^i  heS,^^ly  lan- 
guage is ;  it  differs  from  all  the  lahgiia^^*  iri  the 
Yfx\iM ;  ^nd  you  having  J^earned  th^  b(?^YenJy,l9J?gu^e 
of  Cajpaa|i,  ^ou  Jy^ow  j  the  vpice  of  it, '  w^ijevqjr  you 
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^esr  it:  in  soine  it  is  moi^  plaim  aind  easily  Suhderl- 
stood  than  in  others;   yet,  whoefyer  dotU^apeaklat, 
thotighbDt  in  astammeriiig  ioaiiiier,  yet!  theeToic^  of 
;f(^i;b ADiidierstonds  the  language  of  heavtenly  Caniuan 
easily,  which  I  know  you  can  experiende  very  easily; 
for  you  have  understood  and  spoke  that  language 
thi3  ti^i^tiyyears.!    Mr.  WhUebead  is  well ;;  he  wlis  at 
London  the  last  week,  and  about  Michaelmas  he  will 
be  At  l40icfoA>  iigBiit. .  Thi^iPe  ifi  a  gi'ekt  increase  in  the        I 
faith  here  at  London,  and  in  some  countries.     There        | 
have  been  with  me  of  late,  two^or  three  Ge'feBtenmftn,        | 
that  were  banished  out  of  Germany; "^for^tit^^^bmit-        ^ 
ting  t 

"Here 
%ee  M 

the  di 

their  revelation  is  like  many  that  have  been  in  Eng- 
land these  forty  years,  as  prophets  and  prophetesses, 
yet  know  not  Ihe^true  God,  neither "iiflorm  nor  na- 
ture^ nor  the  right  devil,  nor  any  true  principle  of 
d0<;t»ttiMiaiic(MtaxDM(SBiob,\yisf  g^  fottkvaa'uf  the  >^ili 
sent  then^)^v,yjpt()lgi^^jji»«|t  tl^AC«r4^iA^ep;\f  of  these 
is  a  doctor  of  physicK,  and  the  otiier  was  a  minister 
in  Gern^^v}\  t;^«u{n^W^«(^vCQ«iUbiap|ti  s|N3a)k.J&«glish 
so  well  as  the  doctor ;  but  the  doctor  bought  all  the 
Indoles j  -and  )liath  ivjlitteo vthdi^iEKPmissiiotHlticSk  into 
t^i0fii3ti»&  la|figiiEis9j;fai]i(^  hdtb^s^  it>  jiiitpqcithd 
G€lrin»w tf iW-iwhat^ tbe.'wwi«iwilfcf b*,I >timpiyi'M  mxbg 
f^thib/  f0ritb^i>&/isi^aoyiiniiitl4;be;lieve^  I  diidfthiej&^^bwt 
9iip^efi^»<id;ijb,'initbeirje»wn  iwii^aagQ^ ]t7.'  milaoci^.  bun 
re  iV)0U38|^ei^(iasifij6h!»liJifl(l^«»i't&0bliM$)iMGt^^ 
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bullihayie  iieand  nokliiagfvcnn  ^oin^aiDeel  was  Ibem 
.with  them, iK)t as yeti     .f       :       "    >  '  i     '.:>  . 

Thus,  in'  haste,;  I  diall  oal3r>cemeiaber  (dy  i«ar  tovb 
unto  yourself' and  your  husbahd,  wHhifilj^  wife^gjlbve 
udto.jou  bothi.    i  •   .'•'  '■  ••  ■    '•  ■.      ■•'  !  1  ;.•■>'■./  - 

.   .'    :),•    ;.'■•'     .'•■•"   '■•■■'    •  •■'••''  '    • ' ;' ' 

' :   I  rest  andremain  ybarfrienAln  thetrperftuthi  ' - 

:,  ,7  .,1  .;:  .■;  •.  li'  ■••:   .•  •  -r.  i  :■..• .. .  w  ;  ..:•<•!» .  ■ :  -.j 

i   IXDDOWICKE  MUGGLBTOlN;  . 

.....   I'     .  •  .    .;,>/•  -       ■■.;':-.  •.>i.I    1.  r.  .ri  i'  .  .. 


-ji'.'l  (ii  »!;>•'  'j<'i.;I  ':.iiJ  /  <;,i\l  ■)y:'A  A  ii',)i,'iii  .••  'hj.  "> 
,-  ■;.  .il.fM'i  I'.-M.  i-Jtj.  •...  H,  .'  .'  ■!  -n.-'i  .'.Ml.. A 
-j  .."•:•'..  ii.r.'l  1.1  ■.  ij;.  ..  ..  ■  '->  ■-.:.;•  ..',I  JOii  .-'vMa  •:/ 
■l;)'')'!!i-.nii-i   '!:;ft    -y.v.  -vw   <';7;S  Ji'-i'i    umIJ  txj    ,'.!li» 

•j)v.:....'.  ;;  '-),,/  I  If  •  •al  p.fji  ,/i-,M>v:ui  i<»  •uJ;h>.'  j:  >i 
:.:!l  i'  :  ;.•'.;■•-  i   :• '.•■(■!.     jiii  J;j.'    ; -jcii  >.>!)  0;ij  fiK  ll-.t/  i 

< )  N  >  i  TFHIS^  is  <  to  <ocrti^l  tywi  -'  Jtlnrt  H  itkckivtA^fcft^ 
tetter^  dated  August th^  Sthday^lli^l  Kfitoa^giwtt 
HfSiM  Ubce^  aiMi  hdve''i«tttniedtyi«ti/n«)^d^eiV ^^ 
MiJstf.  i  hi»h  hocm  veiry> !  aMich(efnpl<!)y«d>ii^ith  WAlii^ 
and  speaking  with  peo^tey'  siucel^waswitfri^Qtet  )bM 
I>  aiiii<  not  Insthsible  of  rotjbkiiigi  in  itlie  piMHipifL^yxT 
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tm^h  ftn^iWpfidence  ijaiiiliif  iooaimissjoo  «f  tfcetSpwiti 

in  that  you  have  received  a  prophet  in  the  vam^^afiu 
prophet,  in  the  love  of  truth,  and  that  the  word  of  a 
triie  pf ppb«i  abalt  staqd  f^t:  ewR  :  ; 

Now  1  know  it  will  be  unto  you  that  believe,  as  the 
y/m^X^M9A  Ufi^^'^fk  9i^f^^  the  Medesand 

Persians,  that  cannot  be  altered ;  and  now  the  light 
of  heaven  being  set  in  your  un^dg^taiujiugi  by  your 
believing  in  the  commission  of  the  Sj^Hjt,^  ia  casting 
yourself  upon  the  word  of  a  man ;  I  know  you  can 
tell  tl^e  ^ASev^h(»m  yoovselWl  ^lieih^  jmt  condition 
iras*ettpr>:wheii  yfauxiid  »irt> believe, >drwh6the4»  ft 
bcitter  and  huore  $s»isfdfctoty  to  3tbur  ^phk  ^  now  yoti 
dO' believe,  than  before:^  tbeireftitev  let  no  motions  ^f 
reasdn  in  ybuiiself,>norargfmiento^re2lson  in  others; 
AfKtkeiiyDq  toitdtiubt;  for  this  i 'day,  theine  issuci^ti^^ 
tiiiagi^dternal  -glory  faere^Eifter,'  by  betibvitig,^  whiteti 
will  not  be  a  ibu>i3te  of  an  hour,  after  iketh,  bisfore 
every  believer  shall  enter  into  that  personal  glory, 
where  they  shall  see  their  God,  their  King,  and  Re- 
deemer, who  "hath  redeemed  us  witli  his  own  blood, 
face  to  face.  Also,  there  is  such  a  thing  as  eternal 
damn£ition>  whie^  wiliviiot  b^  avmihi^  of  an  bou> 
after  dei(^;tp:  t^y^nbeUciVe^^  be 

capable  of  eternal  torment,*  in  utter  darkness  with 
the  devil  fii^mm>^  AciCi^r  ^d^wt.     ^      ••  ^  - 

I  write  not  these  things  unto  you,  as  if  I  did  ques- 
tion-or  tidubtthe  strehgtb  of  yoi(r  €aith ;  but 'because 
I.  kfaow  yaiir^ith  is  bui4t  uponn  rock,'  thflt^ahnd^ 
be  sluikeiii;,  andi  it  migUt  grow  tuore  sti^p^,'  knd  pencie! 
might  ihsve  s^bdimd  ia  ^ywiy  ewftx  'w}iile^yt>u;hVeiti 
this  worlds  i  ifthwt >  r^ob  might  TQ^e,  by  •-  <|>eli^fi§.-'kh 
feundrdd^olH  b£  ea^iisfaotton  of  spirit  i)i>lbi^1ife?ftif 

TlMfiibbing  fi%\hmie^iiy^eM  tb^Q  l^sive,  ^i^  ikifQeuT 
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t6«i0.!to  ybftfself,  with  ttiy  Wife's  lio^e  i«eti^tnbei«d 
arlto  y»tt.'     "  '  '      ':':■■■'•■'■ 

I  rest  and  remain  yotir  friend  m  the  eternal  tratb, 

f.    : .  LObOWiCKE  MtJGOLBTOiN. 

I'SSHmVie  Posttnk'i''tx>»ion;  '   ■"'''.  ' 

■;y.u,.4ngmf3[)i,ilMB'.   ■    ■    !••■[   y-  .;'  ■..■  r.  ■:: 

,iH)  !;■.'■'    ■/•(■;. ii>l    ]    ,  i;',!;:  .;  r  .  i..  ■  ,    .  '.    ;■'     '  i:    ■■  .\  ; 

fili ^fkvi^i^m^e^  that  w^Bg;  cpntcerning  tlie  Witcfa 
qf  M'^>^r,,[tm^,oXh/^t:w^td»Sk,teady  iw ^tha  press n. I 
]}^yje\ffiiff\  j<5teljl?ed  Uy  ipaipy,to;p«liit  forth j  with  .thd 
•^JW^JjctiQi  Bftffulr<?  iR€»>aii<gton>  <fclia'  Qjuaken.  Thojs 
aip,Jtwp,J|tftlr^K<MilJBe»,i  dialinetiofitheiaaelves ;  kheTe-.. 
IpmwJvit  y,QHfti;efj?e4  toil^vo^itQvralrdatke  printbi^^f 
tji^ij^,  iajfift  to  yoat  pwn,UI[>efty.-  'Itl«5ill,J[;swppoae, 
i>^in  pritUt  4i>9Ut  a  jDonth.or  fiv«.  week&J>eftce»u  ..; 

v; 


* »' 

;  i     i  '  ' 

'1  ■ . 

*  i'.  )     . 

.: 

r          f 

.!)0(i!.i 

;r*'.'- 

•;    ..    j 

;     . . :  I 

./)'! 

1 1 

■(fuJie^frfrotm:tAf:sProithei  JUdowUke.  Mu^ghtoUf  .to 
'     r-'.'Mr,  ^hmoi Tompkinson,  Sept:.  6;'l669.     '  -• 

Loving  Friend  in  the  true  FaUk,  Tluoidt^TompkiauM^ 

-<  .;■■,  i;:';    i  _..-..  .  '     ; 

.;  ,;TJf  |lSi3s  to  let  you  understand  thatl  bavevrtii-i 
^fin,^  bQpfc  coiH»rning  the;  Witch  of  Endor/  spoken 
9(.W  thq|)QoJfi,9f  §ftimiel,:and  of  other  witches  and 
Wiz^rrfs,' who: deal  .with  familiar  spirits,  shewing  how 
J^  feroi^iajf  spirit!  is  begotten,  and  how  they  may  bd 
Wd:to  8eei*:<jut  pf  the  groutid,  and  how  Samuel 
may  be  ijaid  to  speak. uato  jsing  Sa»l,  and  how  6pi- 
i:it§:niay  be  said  to  speak  wilJhout  bodies  and  how  k 
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man  may  be  said  to  preach  unto  the  spirits  in  prison^ 
and  how  a  man  may  be  said  to  be  in  Paradise,  yet  not 
without  a  body,  and  how  men  may  understand  what 
that  Satan  is,  whom  the  Scripture  speaketh  of,  and 
what  that  Satan  was,  that  tempted  Job,  and  all  other 
places  of  Scripture  that  seem  as  if  spirits  might  speak^ 
and  appear  unto  people,  without  bodies ;  they  are 
clearly  proved  and  opened,  and  will  much  enlighten 
the  understanding,  to  answer  unto  those  things  so 
commonly  objected  by  most  people.  Also  there  is 
another  book  which  I  have  written  in  answer  to 
£squire  Pennington,  a  Quaker,  his  book,  which  he 
wrote  against  me,  and  many  of  bur  friends  have  a  de- 
sire that  I  would  put  them  two  in  print;  they  are  but 
little  volumes;  the  Witches,  I  suppose,  will  make 
five  sheets,  and  1  suppose  the  other  will  be  less. 

Therefore  I  thought  good  to  acquaint  you  with  it; 
and  what  you  are  free  to  give  toward  the  printing,  or 
any  other  friend  there  with  you,  it  is  left  to  your  own 
liberty  what ;  but  I  suppose  there  is  hardly  any  there 
with  you,  but  yourself,  that  can,  or  is  free,  to  give 
any  thing  towards  the  printing.  I  suppose  they  will 
be  printed  about  a  month  hence.  This  is  all  at  pre- 
sent, being  in  haste,  only  to  let  you  know  that  I  am 
very  well,  and  so  is  my  wife,  and  so  are  all  friends 
else  here  in  London,  pretty  well. 

So  with  my  love,  with  my  wife's  love  remembered 
unto  yourself,  and  your  wife,  and  all  friends  else  in 
the  faith  there  with  you, 

I  rest  and  remain  your  friend  in  the  eternaJ  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON, 

From  the  Potterny  London^ 
September  6,  1669. 

2P 
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When  you  send  to  me,  direct  your  letter  to  bw 
thus :  ''  I'or  Mr.  Muggletoa,  ^t  the  wixlow  3Funt> 
housct  next  door  to  the  siga  of  the  \V  kite  ^Qne9  ia 
thepQ^attetO)  near  Moor-laoe,  Loudon. 


In    I      ■    I      I SSSpS 

A  Letter   qf  the  Prophet  Lodowicke   Muggl^ttm    to 
Christopher  Hill,  September  9,  1669^ 

Lading  Friend^  Chrisiophtr  Hilly 

MY  love  remembered  unto  you  and  your  wife. 
This  is  to  certify  you,  that  my  wife  hath  been  sick  of 
t^e  small-pox;  they  did  appe^f  the  next  QK>mifig  you 
went  away  from  us :  she  h^th  been  very  fullt  so  thstf 
there  was  little  hopes  of  life ;  but  now  we  do  conceive 
the  worst  is  past  for  this  bout ;  yet  she  is  v^ry  trou-^ 
bies^ome  still,  being  socnething  light-headed,  so  thai 
her  nurse  can  have  no  rest,  which  is  a  marvellouik 
things  that  she  should  hold  out  as  she  doth ;  for  she 
hath  not  got  an  hour's  sleep  at  once,  npt  these  twelve 
nigjUts  and  days.  My  wife  doth  remembjsr  her  love 
to  yourself  and  wife,  and  to  all  the  rest  of  her  frjteod^ 
i^ith  you.  And  I  would  desire  you  to  send  me  tJbose 
two  Commission-Books,  and  if  you  have  any  more  of 
them^  send  them,  and  as  many  of  the  Mortality  sn 
you  have,  send;  and  if  you  have  any  of  the  Dialogue, 
and  Devil-Books,  and  the  Lost  Sheep,  send  them  up 
with  the  other,  if  you  can,  the  nex.t  return  of  Haines 
the  carrier. 

I  question  not  but  this  proclamation,  which  came 
out  last,  will  both  fright  and  incite  you  all  to  church 
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now,  to  save  twelve-pence  a-week ;  for  it  will  fare  as 
well  with  those  as  never  goes  at  all,  as  it  will  with 
those  as  go  every  now  and  then,  except  they  can 
give  a  lawful  excuse  why  they  stay  away :  they  ttrnst 
near  divine  service,  and  receive  the  sacrament  also 
like  good  national  Christians.  But  thoae  who  are  not 
stone-blind,  may  see  what  it  is  to  make  shipwreck  of 
fkithy  and  a  good  conscience ;  neither  will  that  wis- 
dom of  reason,  in  bowing  down  to  a  false  worship, 
gain  that  felicity  of  mind,  nor  wealth  of  this  world, 
as  was  expected,  but  rather  the  contrary ;  for  he  that 
is  willing  t£>  lose  his  life  shall  save  it,  and  he  that  is 
willing  to  save  his  life,  shall  lose  it:  and  those  words 
of  Christ,  I  find  to  be  a  standing  truth,  both  in  the 
spiritual,  and  in  the  natural,  and  happy  and  blessed 
Ave  they  which  hold  out  to  the  end,  that  they  may 
receive  an  hundred-fold  of  peace  and  quietness  in  this 
life,  and  in  the  life  to  come  life  everlasting.  No 
more  at  present,  but  rest 

Your  friend  in  the  true  faith  in  the  true  Grod, 
LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

London^  September  9 J  1669. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton,  to  Mr.   Thomas  Tompkinson^  of  Slade^ 

\  house f  in  Staffordshire,  bearing  date  from  London^ 
October  Ai  1669. 

^  J}saranii,lofJifig  FrUnd  in  the  true  Faithy  Thwnat  Tompkuwm^ 

THIS  b  to  certify  you,  that  I  received  your 
letter^  dated  September  6y  \66Q^  and  I  suppose  I  shall 
receive  the  money  on  Monday  morniiig ;  for  I  wa« 
forced  to  write  these  lines  unto  you^  before  I  could 
receive  the  money^  because  you  might  not  miss  of  an 
answer  this  return ;  and  I  understand  you  have  some 
thoughts  to  come  to  see  us  shortly,  and  that  you 
might  see  friends  in  the  way ;  therefore  I  shall  give 
the  names  and  places  :  I  suppose  you  will  come  by 
I>Tottingham,  and  those  friends  you  know  there,  ooly 
Mr.  Sudbury  and  his  wife^  and  Mr.  Parker;  and  in 
Leicestershire,  a  matter  of  seven  miles  on  this  side 
Leicester,  towards  London,  at  a  town  called  Arnesby, 
liveth  one  John  Hall,  and  his  mother,  and  two  or 
three  miles  on  one  side,  liveth  Thomas  Hall,  the  bro- 
ther of  John  Hall,  and  have  two  brothers  more  in 
London  that  own  the  truth  ;  and  within  half  a  mile  of 
John  Hall,  liveth  one  who  is  sister  to  John  Sadding- 
ton,  here  of  London,  which  owneth  the  truth ;  I  saw 
her  when  I  was  there  in  my  last  journey  :  John  Hall, 
or  his  mother,  will  send  for  her ;  so  that  they  will  in- 
form you  one  of  another :  and  as  for  those  at  Cam- 
bridge, it  will  be  your  best  course  to  enquire  for  one 
William  Dickinson,  a  butcher,  in  the  Petty  Cury,  at 
Cambridge,  and  there  is  Thomas  Parke,  that  will  in- 
form you  of  Charles  Cleve,  Mr.  Hampson,  and  sere- 
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ral  others^  there  in  Cainbridge,  and  at  Burlon,  two 
miles  from  Cambridge,  Goodman  Warboj^ea  and  his 
wife,  and  at  Orwell,  William  Cakebread  and  his  wife. 
There  is  several  others  in  those  parts,  which  those 
friends,  aforesaid  will  inform  you  of.  And  if  yoii 
should  come  into  Essex,  at  Braintree  there  is  one 
Jam^  Whitehead,  an  irooniofiger,  he  that  was  with 
mewhen  I  was  at  Cbesterfi^ld.  A 

.  .This  is  all  at  present,  being  in  haste,  only  my  love; 
andimy  wife's  Jpve  remembered  to  yourself  and  your 

wife.  .  .  .       .         :/.    i 

,r:  J  rest  and  retnaia  your  fri^ndjn  the  true  faiithi  v 
7)  \:\'  \a  -." .  ;'..'L0J>0iWICKR  MU:GGLBTQN-  -  > 

, .  t  J^4q»i  the  Postern^  lAm^, 
October  i^  1669. 

'  I  ^aye  fieceived  the  10^.  since. 

'My  Ibve  presented  to  all  friends  there  with  you. 

'i.>   ;•;'»  >^''  ■'  "'■'  ■*  ■    '.    ■    ;  .  .>  in    ,;  "..      .  ,; i   "^"'\  I  ■• 


^  I^^VPSI  9f  ^  Leii^  written  6y  the  Prophet  J^(pxaficfce 
1  MnggkUmj  to  Mr.  Thomas  Tompkimofi^  dated  from 
'    London^  December  k,  I669. 


Hmt  friend  in  the  OettM  Truths  Thomas  Tompkins&m, 


I; RECEIVED. yoiir ^ kittcf ,.  dated i Ntrfvetebet 
99$  llSSg;  aiu^aocbcdtng  toi^^tiri^equest,  J  shall  write 
a  fdw  Hints  .tititoyqiii  this  return;^  tOK^ertify  that  J  ant 
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well,  and  so  is  my  wife,  and  all  friends  dsftWh^fe  «t 
London,  and  that  my  daughter  White  Wa«  well  6t^ 
vered  of  a  son,  which  was  a  great  comfort  to  her  bos* 
band,  and  to  ns  all,  because  they  have  none  aTi^e; 
but  two  weeks  after  it  was  bom,  it  died,  which  is 
some  grief  to  her  and  him ;  and  as  for  Mr.  Dehtttiaine, 
he  is  well,  and  I  shewed  him  your  letter;  and  as  for 
Mrs.  Alsop,  here  in  London,  i  do  not  kno^  any  «iich 
woman,  ndltber  do  I  know  any  that  believes  this  <^am* 
mission  in  Lancaster ;  if  there  beany^  it »  mott  thtm 
I  know.  And  as  for  that  business  concerning  IIm 
Lord  Mayor,  he  could  do  nothing  to  me,  having  no 
law  on  bis  side;  ibr  I  said  unto  him,  if  there  were  any 
matter  of  law  against  me,  let  him  bind  them  (the  ao- 
cusei)  over  to  prosecute,  and  I  W6*ld  put  in  bail  to 
defend  it;  but  he,  having  no  law  on  his  side,  eave  no 
heed  to  what  I  said,  nor  none  of  them  prcxfered  to 
be  bound  to  prosecute;  so  the  Lord*Mayor  railed  at 
me,  and  threatened  me  to  do  what  he  could,  and  as  it 
is  reported  since,  that  he  gave  the  Commission-Book 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  beine  the 
Lord-Mayor's  kinsman,  to  do  what  they  could  do ; 
but  I  hear  nothin^g  of  it  since;  for  now  he  is  out  of 
his  mayoralty,  he  is  like  another  man.  And  as  for  the 
books  you  think  long,  as  you  umy  well  enough,  and 
so  they  do  here  in  London ;  but  the  piinter  hath  dealt 
so  hsMfy  by  me,  he  hath  had  th^  tb  -do  tivesefour 
months,  and  hath  done  but  one  sh€)et  wid^a«balf ; 
yet  the  two  books  will  be  about  five  or  six  sheets 
a-piece,  so  that  I  am  forced  to  put  oae  of  them  to 
another  printer:  but  this  roan  that  hath  dealt  so 
taucfy  by  me.  Is  one  tiiat  I  nevtlr  em|>Iojred'  before; 
for  be  that  pntited«U  the  rest  would  iiot  do  tbctt ;  ao 
I  was  'forded  to  get  wfaom  I  ^coald )  bat  I  htfm  I  sball 
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get  them  done  by  Christmas,  or  a  little  after;  for  all 
pnnters  have  been  full  of  business  this  Term-time, 
iv4th  almanacks,  and  other  things ;  but  now  they  are 
over,  I  hope  I  shall  cet  them  done>  and  as  soon  as  I 
can  get  them  out  of  the  press,  you  shall  hear  from 
me;  and  if  It  be  so  hard  to  get  these  two  little 
volumes  printed,  what  shoukt  I  do  to  get  those 
greater  books  printed  ?  Therefore  my  advice  to  you 
and  mil  other  believers  of  these  writings,  is,  to  make 
much  of  these  writings,  9nd  not  tQ  embezzle  them 
alway  j  tor  when  these  be  gone  that  I  have,  they  will 
ikM?  be  had  for  any  money ;  for  I  think  they  will  never 
be  printed  any  more,  the  charge  will  be  so  great,  and 
the  diflBculty  to  get  them  done,  will  be  the  cause  they 
will  never  be  printed  again. 

This  is  all  at  present,  only  my  love,  with  my  wife's 
love  to  yourself,  and  to  your  wife,  and  all  friends  dsfe 
tliere  with  you. 

I  rest  and  remain  your  friend  ii)  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

From  the  Potttm^  London^ 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton  to  Mr.  Thomas  Tompkinson,    bearing  date 
from  LTndon,  March  20,  I67O.     Directed  to  Slade- 
house,  in  Staffordshire. 

LwiMgmid  kitfd  FrUti4  in  the  imt  Faiik^  Thomas  Tompkmmm^     . 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  dated  Febniary2^ 
1670,  wherein  t  perceive  your  constant  fitith  in  tbia 
commission  of  the  Spirit,  which  fauth  will  uphold  you 
in  the  day  of  trouble ;  and  as  for  my  being,  I  am 
where  I  was,  in  Wapping,  and  am  pretty  well  in 
health,  but  confined  from  my  own  house  still,  because 
of  that  warrant  which  will  last  always,  as  long  as  t|ie 
present  power  lasteth ;  yet  my  being  in  these  partq 
hath  been  a  means  to  establish  many  in  this  £uth, 
who  were  Quakers  and  Baptists  before ;  and,  as  it 
happened,  one  Mr.  Atkinson,  a  Quaker,  and  £h*za^ 
beth  Atkinson  his  wife,  a  zealous  Quaker,,jii^ho  fell 
from  the  Quakers,  and  wrote  agatnst^e  Quakers, 
who  came  to  me  several  times  (perhaps  you  have  had 
of  her  writings.)  Her  husband  was  loath  she  should 
come  to  me  at  the  first,  but  she  growing  stronger  and 
stronger  in  &ith  and  argument  by  coming  to  me,  she 
overcame  her  husband  to  see  me,  and  hear  me; 
which,  when  her  husband  did  see  and  hear  me,  he 
was  very  much  taken  and  affected  in  love  towards  me, 
and  desired  me  to  come  to  his  house  very  oft,  which 
I  did  by  their  inviting ;  so  that  the  man  was  veiy 
much  affected  with  my  discourse,  and  had  fietith  in  this 
commission  of  the  Spirit.  But  to  be  short ;  it  hap- 
pened, that  after  he  had  been  acquainted  with  me  but 
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half  a  year,  the  man  died;  but  he  gave  stuch  testi- 
mony of  his  faith  in  this  commission  of  the  Spirit, 
with  such  wonderful  expressions  to  his  wife^  and 
others  that  came  unto  him,  exhorting  them  to  stand 
steadfast  in  this  faith,  and  let  no  doubt  arise  in  them, 
for  he  did  not  think  there  could  have  been  such 
peace  upon  this  earth  as  he  now  did  find,  and  that 
th^  should  give  glory  to  God  that  had  sent  a  pro- 
phet upon  earth  now  in  these  our  days,  who  had  de- 
clared to  us  the  true  God,  and  the  rise  of  the  two 
seeds,  and  all  other  things  fit  to  be  known ;  therefore 
let  there  be  no  doubt  of  these  things,  and  said  it 
would  not  be  half  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  he 
should  rise  again,  and  be  in  glory,  with  many  other 
wonderful  expressions  concerning  the  doctrine  and 
faith  of  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  to  the  great 
amazement  of  those  that  heard  him,  and  strengthen- 
ing of  the  faithful,  and  convincement  of  the  Qua- 
kers; for  their  mouths  are  stopped,  and  made  silent 
by  his  testimony  at  his  death. 

This  is  one  that  had  been  a  Quaker  many  a  year. 
I  thought  good  only  to  give  you  a  little  touch  of  these 
things  for  the  strengthening  of  your  faith  ;  for  it  is 
more  for  one  Quaker  to  die  in  this  faith,  and  express 
himself  so,  than  for  one  hundred  of  those  that  nave 

Erofessed  it.    But  I  shall  say  no  more  of  that  matter 
ere. 

And  as  for  my  advice  and  judgment  concerning 
your  factoring  this  next  summer  in  butter  and  cheese 
to  London  ;  as  to  that,  my  advice  is,  that  if  you  could 
deal  with  honest  and  able  men,  it  would  do  well ; 
but  I  have  no  skill  neither  in  that  trade,  nor  acquainted 
with  any  men  of  that  trade,  nor  familiar  acquaintance, 
only  with  Mr.  Shelley ;  and  I  heard  that  he  should 
say,  that  the  carriage  by  land  of  those  commodities 
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did  take  up  much  of  the  chee^emoqger^f  gaio ;  but  I 
had  Qo  dbcQurse  with  him  about  it^,  therefore  I  sM\ 
not  encourage  you  in  it,  nof  altogether  discouia« 
vou  ih^  it  \  neither  am  I  at  all  acquainted  with  l^« 
£wer>  or  but  little  with  Mr-  Prince^  especially  in  the 
piatter  of  trade ;  therefore  I  can  give  but.  vqry  jittl^ 
ad vioe  or  encouragement  in  things  I  know  not,  neither 
will  t  dissuade  you  from  it ;  but  if  you  thi^  your 
coming  to  London  will  not  be  too  much  hindnioca 
unto  you,  it  would  be  best  for  you  to  coggaQ;  iqr 
speaking  with  men  face  to  face,  will  work  more  upoa 
9)en  than  lettera  will,  because  a  man  may  give  many* 
more  reasons  to  objections  by  word  of  mouth  than 
can  be  expressed  by  letters ;  tlierefore  if  you  will 
venture;  the  charge  and  trouble  in  coming  to  London 
onlv.  about  this  matter^  whether  you  lose  or  wiuj,  I 
sh^U  leave  it  to  your  own  mind  to  resolve  upon* 

Aud  this  is  all  the  advice  I  can  give  you  at  pr^c^t 
la  thia  matter,  being  unskilled  in  their  way  of  trad- 
ing, and  unacquainted  with  the  men;  fov  I  would 
gladly  that  you  should  do  well,  and  should  be  very 
9orry  you  should  be  a  loser ;  therefore  be  well  advised 
in  ypur  own  mind  of  what  I  have  said  before. 

This  is  all  at  present,  only  my  love  ^wid  wife's  love 
Temembe];ed  unto  yourself,  and  unto  your  wiife. 

I  rest  your  friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

JUmian^  March  K^  1670. 
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A  Copjf  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Loclawicke 
Muggieton  to  Mr.  Thomas  TompJcmson^  rf  Shde^ 
hmtse^  in  St^Jhrdskk^e^  bearing  date  fr^m  LohdM, 
JpriiZ5,  1670- 

Lovhtg  and  Wtd  Friend  in  ike  in$$  Faith^  Thomai  Twnpkinian, 

THIS  is  to  certify  you  and  your  lovhig  wife, 
Ihtit  we  received  your  kind  token,  and  do  give  you 
■both  hearty  thanks  for  your  kind  love :  anofurther, 
this  is  to  let  you  know,  that  we  are  both  well  at  pre- 
sent, and  so  are  most  of  our  friends  here  at  London ; 
and  that  since  I  came  from  Cambridgeshire,  we  ve^ 
ceived  your  kind  tok|»i«    There  is  «ne  of  our  chief 
friends  in  Cambridgeshire  dead,  namely,  the  widow 
Adams,  who  lived  at  Orwell ;  but  she  was  married 
above  half  a  year  to  a  friend  of  the  faith,  namely, 
Thomas  Warboyes,  a  very  honest-hearted  man,  and 
suffioimi^f  th»  WMkl's  goods,  who  i§  in  graM  trouble 
for  the  loss  of  her ;  but  her  daughter  and  son-in-law 
do  live  in  Orwell  still;  but  t^ey  being  persecuted  f(K 
not  going  to  church,  they  do  intend  to  remove  from         % 
t  henqe  to  Ware,  about  Michaelmas ;  so  that  this  house         v 
at  Orwell  hAth  been  a  place  of  entertaidment,  like  a         ^ 
stage-town,  for  many,  twelve  yfears  to  my  kno#ledge ; 
but  now  it  will  be  broken  up,  and  the  saints  will  be 
scattered,  but  not  otit  of  England. 

Also  this  act  against  meetings  beii^  ao  seyece  and 
cruel,  it  disheJrrtens  all  sorts  of  professors  of  religion  j 
fwit  what  the  effect  of  it  will  be,  time  will  britig  forth  i 
but  however,  it  doth  rtot  reach  us  as  yet  \  but  y6t  we       ( 
«e sorry  hr  the  troubles  of  others;  for  it  i^  theif       • 
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conscience  to  meet,  else  they  can  ha^e  no  peace ; 
but  blessed  be  the  God  of  truth,  that  hath  given  us 
peace,  without  outward  worship,  God*s  wisdim  hath 
been  mightily  seen,  in  that  he  hath  preserved  this 
commission  from  all  those  laws,  and  powers  of  the 
nation,  that  have  been  made  hitherto :  and  it  is  the 
most  wise  God,  that  hath  sent  a  commission  into  this 
world,  that  giveth  peace  of  mind  in  believing, 
without  outward  worship,  so  that  truth  runs  clear^ 
through  the  hearts  of  many  ;  and  the  powers  cannot 
tell  how  to  stay  it,  nor  make  no  laws  against  it. 
!  This  is  all  at  present,  only  my  love,  with  my  wife's 
love,  remembered  unto  yourself,  and  your  wife,  and 
^all  friends  else  there  with  you. 

I  rest  and  remain  your  friend  in  the  true  faith, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON- 

Poitemf  Ltmdot^  mar  Mo^r-Fieids, 
Jpril  95,  1670. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  hy  the  prophet  Lodawicke 
Muggleton  to  Mr.   Thomas  Tompkinson,    of  Slade^ 
,    hmse,    bearing    date  from    London^    lyeccmher  7$ 
:    1670. 

Loving  Friend  in  the  eiemal  Truths  Tho$nm  TomplAmm, 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  bearing  date  No- 
vember 18,  1670,  wherein  I  perceive  you  have  not 
heard  by  any  of  our  friends,  nor  by  me,  of  the  several 
troubles  I  have  been  in  this  whole  year^  but  especially 
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own  house  these  five  months*  nor  dare  not  yet.  I 
shall  only  give  you  a  little  hint  of  the  cause,  that 
you  may  understand,  because  I  cannot  enlarge  upon 
particulars  nor  circumstances,  but  to  give  you  a  hint 
of  the  ground,  and  some  passages  of  trouble  that 
hath  happened  unto  me  this  year  about  these  books. 
The  first  ground  and  cause  of  my  troubles  in  this 
kind,  I  perceive  now  it  was  about  this  time  twelve- 
month, in  this  month  December,  there  was  a  book  of 
mine  taken  in  the  press  as  it  was  printing,  tand  that 
did  allude  to  the  words  in  other  books  printed  before, 
by  which  the  master  of  the  press  did  perceive  there 
were  other  books  printed  without  a  licence ;  where* 
upon  he  sent  twelve  or  fourteen  men,  somb  stationers, 
with  the  warden  of  the  company/  and  some  of  the 
king's  messengers,-  to  search  and  seisae  tipontitilicenced 
books ;  so  there  came  twelve  or  fourteen  men,  and 
wrenched  open  the  hatcli  before  I  was  aware,  and 
run  into  every  room  of  the  house ;  so  they  seized 
upon  ten  pounds  worth  of  books,  most  of  tnem  un* 
xnade  jup;  so  they  woe  intended  to  cakty  them  all 
A^Ay,:  but  they  c6nsol ted  among  thepiseilves,  and 
said,  Mr.  Mu^leton,  we  will  be  civil,  we  will  take 
only  some  of  these  that  are  bound  together^  and  leave 
the  rest  while  further  order;  so  they  took  what  they 
would)  and  left  the  rest;  but  when  they- had  perused 
them,  ihsy  judging  them  to  be  blasphemy,  they  got 
a  warrant  from  the  council  of  state  to  take  my  per* 
son ;  so  by  chance  I  heard  that'  there  was  a  warrant 
put  for  me  by  my  attorney  at  law,  who  saw  it  in  the 
o^ce ;  so  I  got  out  of  my  house  immediately,  and  iii 
a -few  days  after  came  tiie  messenger  for  ime,  but  he 
mi$«ed  of  me;  he  came  three  tiinies>' but  could  fiot 
nie^  with  me.  A  few  days  after  came  the  Marshal 
of  the'Trained  Bands,  wkb  a  warrant  froni  the  mi* 
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litia,  ibr  my  person  to  comie  before  IbMn ;  'fyt  »&t 
appearing  up<Mi  the  Trained  Baocb,  they  fine4  me 
five  pounds:  and  I  bang  not  at  kbniej  but  he 
thought  I  was,  so  he  in  fury  threaleoed  mj  wife  and 
Mrs.  Brunt»  and  caused  mj  wife  to  open  the  door, 
which  she  need  not;  but  when  he  got  into  the  oham^ 
ber»  he  seiaed  upon  the  best  and  heaviest  chest,  and 
caused  two  porters  to  carry  it  away  to  Guthflm^^  for 
five  pounds,  for  not  aftpearing  upoa  the  Trained 
Baiios.  The  chctA  had  in  it  books  and  Knen  to  the 
worth  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  pounds ;  so  after  he  had 
done,  he  knew  that  be  could  not  justify  this  act  of 
hiSt  by  virtue  of  a  military  warrant,  before  the  man 
of  the  houae  was  apprehended ;  and  he  heard  that  I 
wouki  WM  him  at  uw  hiw  for  borgktty  and  fek>ny,  to 
take  away  a  man's  gpods  before  a  man  is  convicted 
by  the  law  i  ht  hcviag  of  thia,  pretended  a  great 
diial  ef  bve  to  my  daughter  White,  as  if  he  for  her 
HaJ^e  would  do  her  fotfaer  what  good  he  qould  U>  gA 
thfi  «hef t  igaia  for  a.  amal)  matter,  hefore  the  ch^esft 
WAS  broke  vp  in  the  open  oouit;  and  because  I  wi^ 
not  witting  toe  oowt  saoukl  see  the  books,  larth^v^ 
Wfie  twelve  pounds  worth  of  books  in  it^>  but  if  th«y 
hud  been  any  other  goods,  I  would  bairr  sufli»<«d  it  t^ 
have  been  broken  open,  and  have  seen  whether  they 
durst  have  sold  them  ;  but  because  of  the  books,  I 
desired  my  daughter  to  comply  witb  diem,  and  get 
the  ehest  off  as  cheap  as  aha  could ;  «b  with  tfie  help 
of  this  marshal  she  get  the  chest  again^  unbmkeiMip^ 
for  a  matter  of  thir^^three  shillings. 

Afler  this  it  came  to  pas^  aboat  Mi^aeteia»  last, 
there  came  eight  or  tm  stationess,  and  other  officers, 
and  some  of  Uiera  the  king's  mesasngers,  tMBking  t4 
(ppreheed  me  fqr  the  oki  basinen  at  the  first,  and  as 
it  happeiMd  my  wifo  was  not  at  home  «6ltber,  for  if 
sb«  had  bfltn  at  hotne,  tbey  would  hav«bro)Mb'  iiij> 
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pretending  to  search  for  me,  and  there  were  many 
Dooks  at  that  time  very  easy  to  be  taken ;  but  she 
being  not  at  home,  they  being  very  angry,  went  and 
searched  the  bookbinder's  house  for  unhcenced  books, 
so  they  found  three  of  mine  thai  were  bindings  and 
they  tuok  them  away,  and  charged  the  bookbinder  to 
bind  no  more ;  so  there  they  fleeced  thirty  shillings 
more  from  me ;  so  now  I  have  removed  my  books 
out  of  my  house,  and  shall  prevent  them  Irom  taking 
away  any  more ;  but  now  all  their  drift  is  to  catch 
tbe^  that  tfae)^  might  get  more  money  out  of  me,  but 
I  shall  do  my  best  endeavour  to  keep  out  of  their 
bands,  for  I  have  not  been  at  home  to  lodge  these 
five  months,  nor  shati  not  all  this  winter. 

Thus  in  brief  you  may  perceive  some  part  of  the 
troubles  I  have  met  with  this  year ;  and  as  for  any 
spiritual  matters,  there  is  no  other  but  what  you  have 
heard  and  seen  ;  and  if  there  were,  it  would  be  too 
tedious  to  write  the  revelations  of  forth  •,  ai^dasfor 
parliament  news,  there  is  none  here  in  London,  nei^ 
tber  hath  the  parliament  deternvined  any  thing  yet  as 
I  hear  of,  only  to  raise  money  for  the  king ;  but  that 
way  you  speak  of,  is  but  talk  ;  as  Id  ttilk,  there  it  no 
aocb  thing,  neither  can  there  be  aUy  ^ch  thing  as  the 
state  of  things  stands  now. 

This  is  all  at  present,  being  in  haste,  only  my  love, 
and  my  wife*s  wve  remembered  unto  yourself  and 
your  wife. 

I  rest  and  reontin  yow  friend  in  the  eternal  truths 

LODOWICKE  MtJGGLJlTON. 

IkhiiAnf  Detmff^  11^  W70. 

^ .  You  mliy  diiieot  yo«T  letter  tom^m  fiyrmerly,  «< 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton  to  Mrs.  Ellen  Sudbury^  of  Nottingham, 
bearing  date  January  IS,  16? !• 

Dear  Friend  m  the  eternal  Truth,  EUen  Sudbury, 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  with  the  Quaker's 
letter  inclosed,  and  I  confess  it  hath  been  a  long  time 
since  I  sent  unto  you  ;  and  I  think  I  did  receive  two 
or  three  letters  from  you,  and  one  or  two  from  Mrs. 
Parker,  and  I  gave  you  no  answer,  because  I  had  no 
matter  of  concernment  to  write  unto  you ;  yet  never- 
theless my  love  was  as  great  to  you  both  as  ever, 
though  I  did  not  write  unto  you  ;  also  I  have  hardly 
had  time .  to  write  unto  you  since,  for  my  time  hath 
been  much  taken  up  all  this  summer  with  several 
Quakers  that  are  fallen  off  from  them,  and  are  very 
firm  in  the  belief  of  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  and 
are  very  well  grounded  in  it,  and  their  faith  very 
firm,  and  none  of  the  smallest  persons  neither  ;  yet, 
as  some  have  been  exalted  in  their  minds,  and  settled 
in  the  knowledge  of  heavenly  things  by  me,  so  on 
the  contrary,  some,  that  were  exalted  in  their  know* 
ledge  by  being  in  my  favour,  have  rebelled  agaiost 
me,  for  which  rebellion  they  have  been  cast  down 
and  out  of  my  sight,  because  several  innocent  persons 
were  drawn  asioe  to  join  in  their  rebellion  ;  but  I 
have  separated  the  sheep  from  the  goats,  that  is,  the 
obedient  from  the  rebellious  ;  and  this  act  of  rebel* 
lion  hath  been  in  agitation  this  whole  year,  but  now 
it  is.broughttto  a  period;  and  this  hath  taken  up 
much  time  in  writing  ami  talking  to  other  bdieven. 
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to  satisfy  them  in  this  rebellion;  so  that  all  are  satb* 
fied  now,  and  more  firmly  fixed  to  me  than  before, 
only  three  or  four  of  the  grand  rebels  I  have  cast  out, 
three  cast  out  for  ever,  but  one  of  the  four  repented 
quickly,  and  humbled  himself,  and  I  forgave  him,  but 
tne  others  are  hardened.  And  who  do  you  think  is 
one  of  the  rebels  ?  Even  Walter  Bohenan  the  Scotch- 
man, his  rebellion  is  great,  for  he  hath  joined  with 
the  other  two  without  a  cause,  and  he  hath  under- 
taken to  plead  their  cause,  and  make  their  cause  his 
own,  and  he  hath  written  two  base  letters  to  other  be- 
lievers, to  persuade  them  to  rebellion  against  me, 
and  to  cleave  unto  the  Scriptures ;  so  that  I  see  there 
is  no  place  of  repentance  will  be  found  for  him  ;  but 
perhaps  you  may  hear  more  of  this  hereafter,  for  it 
would  be  too  large  to  give  you  an  account  of  the  par- 
ticulars and  ground  of  this  rebellion,  therefore  I  shall 
not  trouble  you  no  further  at  present,  only  let  you 
know  we  are  all  well  at  present ;  so  with  my  love 
and  my  wife's  love  remembered  unto  yourself,  and  to 
our  dear  friend  Mrs.  Parker, 

I  rest  and  remain  your  friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 
LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

r. 

,.The  Postern,  London, 
January  13,  1671. 

And  as  for  the  Quaker's  letter  to  the  woman  you 
sent,  there  is  nothing  in  it  to  ground  any  answer 
unto  it,  neither  by  the  woman,  nor  none  else  ;  they 
do  as  little  children  do,  ask  their  parents  such  ques- 
tions as  cannot  be  answered  by  the  parents,  no  more 
than  the  child  that  asks  can  tell ;  and  do  not  they 
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shew  their  ignorance  and  darkness  to  put  queries  to 
simple  ignorant  women  to  answer,  which  they  cannot 
answer  themselves,  for  they  know  not  how  to  answer 
those  queries  they  have  put  to  the  woman  than  a 
dog  doth  ;  if  the  mouth  of  the  dog  were  opened  to 
speak,  he  would  say  as  much  to  those  Quakers  as 
tney  can ;  for  if  they  knew  how  to  interpret  those 
Scriptures  and  queries,  why  did  they  not  give  the 
women  to  know  them  while  they  were  of  their  faith  ; 
but  now  they  be  departed  from  them,  now  they  come 
to  learn  knowledge  of  the  women,  and  propound 
queries  to  them,  as  if  those  that  depart  from  the 
Quakers  people  and  principle  are  immediately  en* 
dued  with  such  knowledge  as  to  answer  any  thing 
they  do  propound ;  and  for  the  queries  themselves^ 
they  have  been  answered  over  and  over  again  in  the 
Quakei*s  Neck  Broken,  and  in  Fox's  Looking-61asS| 
the  women  may  read  the  answers  to  the  Quakers  there, 
and  save  themselves  a  labour.  But  there  is  one 
thing  in  the  queries  that  I  never  heard  before,  that 
is,  what  complexion  God  is  of  ;  as  for  his  stature  and 
bigness  is  shewed  in  Fox^s  Looking-Glass,  and  for  his 
complexion  I  could  shew  that  also,  but  what  good 
will  that  do  Quakers  to  know ;  yet  to  satisfy  yoii,  I 
shall  give  you  a  little  knowledge  of  it,  what  com* 
plexion  he  was  of  when  he  was  upon  earth,  and  what 
complexion  he  is  of  now ;  as  thus,  God  became  flesh, 
and  dwelt  amongst  men,  as  in  the  first  of  John  ;  like- 
wise when  he  became  flesh  he  was  a  Nazarite,  as  the 
Scripture  saith.  Now  what  complexion  Nazarites 
were  of,  you  may  see  in  the  Lamentions  of  Jeremiah, 
chap.  iv.  verse  7.  The  words  are  these :  The  Naza^ 
rites  were  purer  than  snow  ^  they  were  whiter  than  milk, 
thof  were  more  ruddy^  in  their  bodies  than  rubies,  their 
polishing  wof  ^sapphire.    This  was  the  complexion  of 
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Christ  the  only  God  when  On  earth  i  and  what  com- 
plexion he  is  now  of  in  the  kingdom  of  glory  abov6 
the  stars,  may  be  seen  Revelation,  chap.  i.  verse  13  to 
16.  And  in  the  midst  of  the  seven  candlesticks  John  saw  one 
Kke  the  son  of  man,  cioathed  with  a  garment  dorvn  to  the 
foot.  14.  His  head  and  hair  were  white  as  wool,  as  white 
as  snow  ;  and  his  eyes  were  like  aflame  of  fire.  15.  And 
his  feet  like  unto  fine  brass,  as  if  they  burned  in  a  fur^ 
haee.  16.  And  his  countenance  was  as  the  sun  shining 
m  his  strength. 

Here  is  the  full  and  true  complexion  of  the  per- 
iM>n  of  God  in  glory  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  above 
the  stars  ;  and  this  Son  of  Man  in  glory  is  the  same 
Son  of  Man  that  was  upon  earth,  even  that  very 
God,  as  I  said  before  ;  so  that  you  may  see  what 
complexion  God  was  of  when  on  earth  in  mortality 
before  he  suffered  death,  and  what  complexion  God 
is  of  now  in  the  kingdom  of  glory  ;  he  that  can  un- 
derstand let  him  receive  it.  But  what  should  the 
women  trouble  themselves  to  give  answer  to  the 
Quakers  queries  ?  why  do  not  the  Quakers  expound 
their  riddles  themselves,  that  people  may  love  them 
for  their  doctrine  and  principle-sake,  though  not  for 
their  practice-sake  ?  They  shew  themselves  like  igno- 
rant foolish  men,  to  ask  wisdom  of  those  that  go  out 
from  them.  And  this  I  say  unto  the  women,  per- 
harps  they  went  from  them  because  of  some  evil 
practice  among  them  more  than  for  their  doctrine  ; 
but  I  shall  not  accuse  them  for  their  practice, 
though  by  the  reports  of  them  that  were  of  them, 
they  ^ere  wicked  enough  ;  but  as  for  their  principlo^ 
of  doctrine  concerning  God,  devil,  hell,  heaven, 
angels,  and  the  mortality  of  the  soul,  they  are  alto- 
gether ignorant,  and  absolute  antichristian,  and  great 
nghters  against  the  truth  of  Grod  ;  and  yet  they  talk 
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of  truth  more  than  any  people  whatsoever^  but  un^ 
derstand  truth  least  of  any, 

I  speak  not  this  to  persuade  the  women  to  beUeve 
me,  neither  do  I  do  as  the  Quakers  people  do,  to 
compel  people  to  go  to  heaven  whether  they  will  or 
no,  but  leave  it  to  the  seed  within  them  towork  itsdf 
forth. 

I  have  declared  the  mysteries  of  God,  and  of  the 
right  devil,  and  many  other  heavenly  secrets,  which 
have  lain  hid  from  the  foundation  of  the  worlds  nevei; 
revealed  to  mankind  till  now  ;  and  whoever  can  hear 
and  understand,  will  be  made  partakers  of  those 
heavenly  truths. 

There  is  now  life  and  death  set  before  the  women, 
whether  they  shall  cleave  unto  the  Quakers,  or  unto 
this  commission  of  the  Spirit.  Now  they  must  ven- 
ture their  souls  upon  me,  or  upon  them  ;  if  I  be 
true  then  they  are  false,  if  they  be  true  then  must  I 
be  false ;  for  we  cannot  be  both  true,  one  of  us  must 
perish  to  eternity. 

Now  life  and  death  is  set  before  you,  you  must 
chuse  or  refuse  which  you  will  take ;  so  that  they 
must  cleave  to  the  one,  and  forsake  the  other,  else 
they  can  have  no  peace  at  all. 

But  I  shall  say  no  more,  but  rest  at  present, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETOK. 
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A.  Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  the  Prophet  Lodomcke 
Mugglefon  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Atkinson,  bearing  date 
London,  February  12,  1671. 

Dear  Friend  in  the  Faitkj  Elizabeth  Athnsony 

OUT  of  tenderness  and  love  to  the  welfare  and 
peace  of  your  mind  here  in  this  world,  that  you  may 
be  the  more  strongly  established  in  the  assurance  of 
eternal  happiness  m  the  life  to  come,  I  thought  good 
to  write  these  few  lines  unto  you  by  the  way  of  coun- 
sel and  advice,  not  compelling  you,  or  laying  any 
bonds  upon  you,  but  wishing  you  as  well  as  my  own 
children,  and  as  my  own  soul ;  neither  would  I  give 
you  any  counsel  or  advice,  but  what  I  would  give 
unto  you  if  you  were  my  own  natural  child,  as  you 
are  spiritual,  being  begotten  by  the  faith  of  this  de- 
claration, which  is  as  followeth  :  I  do  hear  that  you 
are  somewhat  intangled  in  your  affections  with  that 
young  man  I  saw  once  at  your  house,  as  if  he  and 
you  are  like  to  make  a  match  together.  Now  if  the 
case  be  so,  indeed  your  condition  is  not  good  at  pre- 
sent, neither  will  it  be  good  hereafter  in  this  world; 
for  you  will  lose  yourself  exceedingly,  and  make  ship- 
wreck of  your  present  peace,  and  of  your  personal 
estate ;  and  your  strong  confidence  of  faith  and  know- 
ledge of  the  true  God,  and  faith  in  this  commission  of 
the  Spirit,  will  be  weakened  in  you,  and  you  will  be- 
come like  unto  Sampson  when  his  hair  was  cut ;  he 
was  strong  before,  but  when  his  hair  was  cut  he  be- 
came weak,  like  another  man ;  and  the  cause  of  hts 
weakness  was,  in  that  he  took  a  Philistine  woman  to 
wife;  and -what  sad  fruit  and  effect  it  wrought  and 
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brought  forth !  Sh6  was  a  snare  unto  him,  and  the 
cause  that  destroyed  his  strength :  tor  Sampson  was 
an  Israelite,  and  it  was  unlawful  for  the  Israelites  to 
marry  with  the  Philistines ;  therefore  that  evil  came  to 
pass  upon  Sampson.  So  likewise  you  are  an  Isradite 
of  the  tribe  of  Levi  by  birth,  and  I  can  say  truly, 
since  you  believe  as  Christ  did  by  Nathaniel,  Behold 
an  Israelite  indeed^  in  whom  there  is  no  guile;  and  will 
you,  that  is  an  Israelite  indeed^  in  whom  there  is  no 
guile ;  and  will  you  stain  your  wisdom,  knowledge, 
and  faith,  and  match  yourself  to  an  Egyptian,  to  a 
dark  Egyptian  episcopal  man,  who  is  as  dark  as  pitch 
in  spiritual  and  heavenly  knowledge.  Therefore  I 
would  have  you  to  consider  these  three  things:  first, 
how  unsuitable  this  mutch  will  be.  Fir^t,  he  is  no 
way  suitable  to  your  aK.  Secondly,  he  is  no  way 
suitable  to  your  estate.  Thirdly,  his  faith  and  religiou 
is  no  way  suitable  unto  yours.  Your  faith  is  now  the 
fitith  of  God's  elect ;  and  your  religion  is  to  worship 
God  in  sdirit  and  truth,  free  from  all  idol  worship, 
which  is  light  and  life.  His  faith  is  the  faith  of  the 
Egyptians,  and  his  religion  as  the  darkness  of  Egyp* 
tians ;  and  will  you  put  light  and  darkness  together. 
These  things  have  been  unlawful  in  the  days  of  old, 
as  it  was  by  Sampson  aforesaid ;  and  if  you  match 
with  this  Egyptian,  as  he  did  with  the  Philistine  wo- 
man, your  strength  will  depart  from  you,  as  his  did, 
and  you  will  become  weak  like  another  woman  j  ajid 
that  crown  of  wisdom,  knowledge,  and  prudence,  that 
hath  been  set  upon  your  bead,  will  be  pulled  off,  and 
cast  upon  the  ground,  and  you  will  be  looked  upon 
by  the  wise  in  heart  as  one  of  the  foolish  womeru 
And  because  you  are  set  free  indeed  by  fititb  in  this 
commission  of  the  Spiiit ;  for  this  faith  doth  make 
you  free  indeed,  and  will  you  enter  iota  the  i^irit  of 
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bondage  in  Egypt  agslin^  by  marrying  with  an  £gyp<^ 
tian,  whose  worship  is  to  worship  a  calf  for  his  God  ? 
Consider  bow  you  will  be  intangled ;  your  compa- 
nions must  be  Egyptians,  and  you  must  dwell  amongsi^ 
the  Egyptians,  and  your  discourse  must  be  the  Egy  p* 
tians  language,  and  not  the  language  of  Canaan.  For 
no  people  in  the  world  can  speak  that  language^ 
though  of  this  faith ;  and  when  all  your  familiar 
friends  about  you  are  Egyptians,  how  shall  any  of 
the  Israelites  of  this  feith  have  any  society  with  you. 
And  if  you  shall  think  by  your  wisdom  and  discreet 
carriage  to  convert  him  to  your  faith  after  you  are 
married  unto  him,  you  will  be  deceived  there  of  your 
expectations ;  and  it  will  be  a  dangerous  thing  fof  a 
woman  to  venture  that.  Again,  how  will  the  Qua^ 
kers  trample  over  you,  and  say,  Elizabeth  Atkinsoa 
is  gone  back  into  Egypt  again,  and  boast  themselves 
against  me,  and  say,  this  is  Muggleton's  doings ;  for 
it  is  like  himself.  But  however,  I  can  bear  greater 
reproaches  than  these,  as  I  have  done  in  time  past : 
therefore  consider,  and  lay  fond  phantasy  aside,  and 
consider  thingfsi  of  more  weight.  Let  phantasy  be  but 
in  one  balance,  and  lay  those  three  things  aforesaid 
in  the  other  balance,  and  see  which  will  weigh  hea-- 
viest  in  your  mind,  do  you  choose.  And  farther  I 
say,  seeing  you  cannot  fancy  Henry  Hall,  I  would 
advise  you  to  stay  awhile  longer,  and  not  bind  your- 
self to  any,  but  keep  yourself  free  from  engagements 
,  and  intanglemeqts  of  this  nature.  Provioence  may 
order  things  so,  that  you  may  meet  with  one  suitable 
in  your  years,  suitable  in  estate,  and  suitable  in  r^ 
^on :  patience  is  a  great  virtue,  and  keeps  the  mii^d 
ID  peace,  and  doth  things  with  deliberation  and  con* 
sideration;  but  phantasy  runneth  headlong  to  de^ 
struction;  therefore  I  would  wish  you  to  be  true  to 
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your  own  soul,  and  do  'not  dally  with  edge-tools,  and 
intangle  your  own  soul,  and  insnare  the  peace  of  your 
mind,  and  give  way  to  no  man,  to  intangle  his  mind, 
until  you  are  resolved.  For  if  you  be  true  to  your  own 
self,  you  may  resolve  your  own  mind,  and  resolve  him 
at  two  or  three  times  speech  with  him ;  for  long  de- 
lays, and  often  companying  with  a  man  upon  that 
account,  is  dangerous;  and  young  men,  that  hath 
nothing  but  nature  in  them,  hath  many  by-ends  to 
raise  their  fortunes,  whatever  men  may  pretend  to 
the  contrary ;  and  love  above  all  things  else.  Yet  if 
you  were  not  a  fortune,  young  men  would  not  die  for 
you,  whatever  they  pretend  ;  and  that  you  may  know 
right  well  to  your  trouble,  if  you  make  trial.  For 
that  man  that  pretends  to  let  a  woman  give  away  her 
estate  to  her  relations,  and  will  take  her  with  nothing, 
and  yet  hath  no  estate  considerable  of  his  own,  he 
sheweth  himself  to  be  either  a  fool,  or  a  knave,  or 
both ;  neither  can  he  mean  honestly,  whatever  is  pre- 
tended..  For  if  this  man  had  any  considerable  per- 
sonal estate  of  his  own,  he  need  not  fear  having  a 
Wife  with  a  considerable  portion  ;  butif  a  man's  pre- 
ferment dependeth  upon  kindred,  he  had  need  look 
after  a  wife  with  a  considerable  estate  of  her  own  ; 
that  he  may  pay  back  that  relations  hath  laid  out  for 
him.  But  I  hope  your  wisdom  will  preserve  you 
from  being  catched  as  young  birds  are,  witti  chaff  in- 
stead of  good  com ;  for  the  loss  will  be  yours,  and 
not  mine,  nor  none  else  that  hath  a  love  for  you. 
Thrus  I  wishing  you  to  mind  your  temporal  quiet 
peace  of  mind,  while  you  live  in  this  world<»  that  it 
may  be  added  unto  you  as  an  hundred  fold  in  this 
life,  and  I  am  sure  it  will  not  diminish  the  joy  of  the 
Hfe  to  come,  which  is  eternal.  This  I  know  by  ex- 
perience, and  am  sensible  of  the  inconvenience  you 
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will  sustain/  if  this  match  go  forwards ;  but  i£  these 
lines  take  place  in  you,  so  as  to  persuade  you  not  to 
have  that  man  for  your  husband,  Ir"-  ~-  ^"^"  it,  by 
writing,  or  otherwise,  and  I  shall  gi  4 vice 

I  can,  to  deliver  you ;   but  if  tn(  ;h  not 

take  place  i»  but  you  are  res(  t  him 

to  your  hu  let  me  know  it,  a  t  dis- 

suade you  t,  but  leave  it  to  y  Dssess 

the  comfo  1  the  discomfort  atch; 

therefore  Ic  considered  in  youi  \o  do. 

1  thought  goQi^  to  write  these  words,  because  you  may 
read  by  youi-self,  and  consider  of  them;  because 
things  cannot  be  sppken  so  fully  by  words  of  mouth, 
nor  without  interruption. 

So  resteth  your  friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

February  tf^  1671. 


A   (JIapjf  of  (^  J^^^^  ^^*  hf  '^^  Prophet  JMoftieke 
Mugglctm^  to:  Mrs.  Dorothy  Carter  J   of  Chesterfield^ 

Jkw  frm4m  tkt  ttffrtimltrtalh  DvroAjf  Carter^ 

.  THJS  is  tQ  certify  you,  that  I  received  your 
letter,  dated  March  16»  1671,  and  the  enclosed  I 
causfd  to  be  deliy^red  as  wbs  directed;  and  I  am 
v^  soriy.fpr  your.gr^t  troubles  now  of  late,  in  that 
you  have  lost  your  daughter,  and  your  son;  and  now, 
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last  of  »ll,  you  are  seemingly  entering  into  a  greater 

rest,  and  what  advice  to  give  you 
f  it,  I  cannot  tell;  for  I  perceive 
and  entangled  in  your  estate,  and 
\ioodj*\y 
er  she  v 
i  divid 
law'sov 
it  parei 
do  live  with  them  when  tl 
sehlsible,  and  having  had  g 
cotiveniencies  of  this,  by  i 
advice  to  any  friend,  not 
would  liave  had  them  to  foil 
I  gave  my  advice  to  your  i 

would  have,  delivered  her,  and  you  also,  out  of  all 
those  temporal  troubles,  as  it  i^  at  this  day,  to  that 
party  that  hath  him.  If  9he  hadbe^  my  own  child, 
as  she  is  yours,'  I  could  n'6t  have  wished  her  better; 
but  she  did  not  hearken  unto  me,  but  followed  ber 
own  fancy,  and  loved  a  man  that  I  did  not  know  at 
that  time ;  so  that  I  would  not  eive  her  my  advice  ia 
it,  though  ijfi&iied  by  hen;,  but  she  is  gone  to  ber  rest 
from  all  her  troubles  in  this  world,  and  shall  enter 
into  those  eternal  joys,  which  natural  eyes  have  nyt 
iieen,  nor  the  natural  heart  of  man  can  understand. 
;  And  as  for  this  maid  Mn  Goodwyn  hath  a  mind  to 
marry,  I  never  saw  her  in  my  life^^osily  I  have  hg^d 
a  good  report  of  her,  for  a  civil  maid,  and  of  a  good 
meek  nature;  but  as  to  reiigion,  I^  ntrer  heard  9he 
was  of  any ;  but  since  she  came  acquainted  .with  Mr. 
Goodwyn,  she  seemetb  to  haVfe  s64iitwhat'oif  truth  in 
ler;  foDl'htsafd  a  tetter  of  hers  to  !Mr.  Dcfemaiiie, 
9^d  thfe  letter  was  well  co*i|}osed^  and/did  savoui^ 
vci'y  much  of  truth ;  sa4bdt  bytb&t  letter  I  eaimo¥ 
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f      f  . 


judge  amiss  of  the  maid,  being  of  so  short  tirqe  stand-' 
mg,  as  to  her  spiritual  estate :   likewise  you  may  re- 
member yoiir  son  Goodwyn,   when  he  came  first 
acquainted  with  your  daughter,  was  as  i 
the  knowledge  of  truth,  as  this  maid  is, 
unacquainted  with  him  as  I  am  with  her ; 
when  your  daughter  desired  my  judgment 
would  give  her  none  in  that  point ;  but 
fcrtow,  time  hath  proved  that  his  heart  is  ri 
spiritual  things,  and  as  for  his  desiring  t( 
hastity  as  you  speak  of,  and  forgetting  you 
so  soon,  you  know  that  is  a  common  thing ' 
men,  and  he  is  not  the  first,  nor  doth  not 
soonest  of  any. 

And  if  you  would  not  have  him  mafry  at  all,  be- 
cfause  he  hath  two  children  alive  by  your  daughter, 
thai  is  something  unreasonable  to  tie  him  up  so  close, 
neither  was  it  wisdom  in  you  to  suffer  any  maid  to 
come  from  London,  to  dwell  with  you  as  a  servant,, 
for  bare  wajges,  for  I  perceive  it  was  he  that  hired  her, 
and  not  you ;  and  you  might  well  think,  that  ilo  maid ; 
that  hath  any 'breeding,  would  have  gone  from  Lon- 
don,  so  far  into  the  country,  for  a  year's  wages,  if ' 
Mr.  Goodwyn  had  not  been  a  widower :   these  things , 
may  be  fead  in  the  hearts  of  men  and  maids,  whatever 
is  pretended;  therefore  I  cannot  blame  either  of  them  [ 
in  this  thing,  if  they  marry  or  not  marry  j  but  the 
trbuble  of  my  mind  is,'  that  you  cannot  be  set  fV^e, 
atid  at  liberty,  l^ecaqse  things  are  so  entangled  be-[ 
tween  you  and  him:  yet  I  perceive  the  trade  and' 
way  of  teaching  scholars  is  in  your  hand,  and  not  in 
Ws,  and  Aat  his  mjtidV  if  she  be  his  wife,  cannot  ma-  , 
ritige  the  business  without  you,  neither  would  I  wish 
yoiif  to  give  up  your  etnployment  unto  hef,  as  you 
would  have  done  unto  your  own  daiighter ;  for  these 
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h  hvX  diildreD  in  l^w ;  ibr  you  have  d^p^jfitft;^^^ 
i  \  your  generation^  in  your  time,.  an4  jl[ou  are 

Old  yet  but  that  you  may  live  to  do  f  ^greatj 
i^re  good  before  you  die;  you  may  live  to  9e€(. 
many  younger  than  both  them  go  before  you :  there-, 
fore  r  would  advise  you  to  keep  your  own  standing,, 
and  your  liberty,  and  privileges,  while  you  live ;  and 
whatsoever  you  know  is  right,  do  unto  Mr.  G€>odwynt; 
only  let  liim  know  what  property  he  hath  in  your 
estate  by  reason  of  his  wife,  and  what  property  you 
have  yourself,  keep;  and  as  for  his  claiming  promise 
to  eive  your  daughter  all  that  you  have,  signiftea. 
nothing  now  she  is  dead  ;  but  if  you  had  died  before 
her,  it  is  veiy  like  you  misht  have  left  all  your  estate 
to  her,  and  her  children;  but  the  case, is  altered  now 
she  is  dead,  and  Mr.  Goodwyn  hath  no  ground  to 
expect  any  such  thing;  except. he.  were  resolved  to 
liye  single  while  you  are  dead,  which  I  perceive  he 
is  not:  and  as  for  ^.reviving  the  bond  oi  fifly. 
pounds^  that  signifies  little,  whether  he  will  or  no, 
as  long  as  he  and  you  live ;  the  bond  is  made,  I  sup-, 
pose,  to  you,  and  is  in  full  force  and  virtue  ^s  long 
as  you  live,  if  you  have  the  bond  in  your  owq  posses-, 
sion.    These  diflerences,  I  suppose,  may  be  composed 
between  you ;  but  here  lieth  the  knot  hard  to  be  un«» 
tied,  how  you  two  shall  live  together,  and  manage 
the  employment  together,  as  your  own  daughter  and 
yon  did,  seeing  they  are  both  children-in-law.    Now 
whef^  two  are  equal,  in  power,  or  two  mistresses, 
there  will  be  some  diflerences;  but  wfc^ere  one  doth 
rule»  and  the  other  a  servant,  there  is  good  govern* 
ment;  neither  would  I  wish  you,  in  your  old  age,  to 
become  servant  to  any,  except  it  be  to  your, better 
advantage.    And  it  is  with  you  two,  much  l^i;e  as  it 
was  with  Abraham  and  iJxC  one  land  could  not  bear 
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the|D;j  8o  one  house  caoqot  hold  two  fomiltea,  beiog 
both  of  one  profession ;  and  which  way  to  seps^ntte^ 
you  two  is, hard  to  Jud^>  except  you  be  bothwiUing, 
as  Abraham  and  iJot  was^  to  let  tot  take  to  the  right 
hand,  or  to.  the  left.  Now  you  are  in  Abraham*9> 
state,  and  Mr.  Groodwyn  is  in  Lot's  state,  and  it  is 
to  be,  fe^i^ed,  that  if  Jje  go^from  you»  he  will  go  iijto 
Sodom,  as  Lot  did ;  that  is,  he  cannot  manage  the 
w;»y  of  schpoliiig  without  you,  and  his  own  trade  will 
not  be  sufficient  for  a  livelihood;  and  how  to  per* 
suade  you  to  do  to  a  daughter-it^-laUr,  as  you  dia  by 
your  own,  I  cannot  press  you  to  it ;  for  I  could  not 
do  it,  if  I  were  in  your  condition  i  for  you  must  ex-* 
pect,  in  time,  young  children  by  her,  as  vou  did  by 
your  own,  neither  can  1  persuade  you  to  do  as  Sarah 
did  by  Hagar,  to  cast  out  the  bondswoman,  and  her 
son,  for  he  shall  not  be  heir  with  her  son ;  so  the 
children  of  this  woqian  cannot  be  heir  of  your  affec- 
tion and  estate,  as  the  children  of  your  own  daughter. 
Here  I  have  opened  jthe  st^te  of  this  matter^i^i  ^ns 
I  understand  by  yovr  letter,  so  that  you  may  see  in 
p«*t  what  my.  mind  is,  sO  ^,as  I  tindetetttad  id  this 
matter ;,  bqt  if  there  be  .itriyi  other  seevet  txmtracts,/ 
cqy^Bmtf,  OX:  prooiities  between  Mri  Goodiwyn  and 
yo4,  siqc^  yoqr  daughter die4  of  before,:!  ami i^Ao^ 
rant  Qf  it;,  fifid  ignorant  bow  yOu»  being  two  fiuadties, 
lived  »siBi^  «Qd Jvoif  your^ttiogb  wa^  and  how 
liei:.ge^ting^,wil»^^4nd  iyet  kept  unkim  as  one,  I  am 
alJtQg^htTiiattftfaptA, but il  suppose  it  cannpt  beiso. 
BQW ;  th^iefone  I  esitaot  give^no  absolute  j^gment,i 
whfttyott9hftl)doiA<i;  this  .ease;  biit  ishfilLteaytaitto; 
y<HK$ejlf>  :t«  dofwbiitooev^iseeibeth  bcstfopjouii  icnrai 
pct^fle  ;tt)d,quijetoi»».«^.fnind^  whileiyo^  yjwi in  lihis; 
wqyl4*:  a*/l  did  bji  yrturjuwn  daughters  but  Jro«  have) 
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not  that  tie  of  nature  to  bind  you  now,  as  you  had 
then.  •    ' 

ThisJft  all  at  present,  only  my  love,  with  my  wife's 
love,  remembered  unto  yourself,  and  to  Betiy  Mars- 
den,  and  Betty  Slater,  and  all  friends  else. 

I  rest  and  remain  your  friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

,  Postern,  Mank  23, 167 1. 


A  Copy  vf  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodomcke 
Muggtetan  to  Mrs.  Ellen  Sudhury^  bearing  date 
'April  7f  1671,  directed  to  Nottingham. 

Dear  Friend  in  the  truefaiik  ofjtsui,  Elkn  Sudbury y 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  dated  March  «J, 
with  the  enclosed  to  Mr«  Hatter,  which,  he  coming 
tbtiay  house  at  that  time  your  letter  came,  I  gare  it 
tO'him,  anki. which  ke  was  very  glad  to  see;  and  he, 
reaclingof  mine,  was  tbe  more  refreshied  in  bis  mmd 
to  hear  of  yotfr  lo¥e»  faitbi  and  steadfiKtness  in  this 
ooMQidiissioti  of  the  Spirits  Also  I  shewed  it  ta  my 
dau^ter,  and>  to  oth^r^  of  the  feftb,  which  do  much 
r^oiceat  your  iaith  and  satisikction  ^ou  have  id  the 
understandinff  of  the  tnttb,  in  t^t  you  are  tmide 
partakers^with  us  in  the  like  predous  £uth,  which 
do<ih  oonsist  in  the  right  understanding  of  thte  true 
God,  and  the  right  devils  die  riae  of  the  twtf  seeds. 
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aod  the  distinctiaD  pf .  the,  three  co^miflqiofi^,  whidh 
no  oian  in,  th^  wor^d  clqth  know  at  this  d^y;  but/ the 
Wi^verS;  of :  this  ccnpii^8sion[of  thp  Spirit ;ODly,  be^ 
causethqjrl  }  spmtu^l  fo\i^^^Uof\  a5A)rocki; 

Wt  itheir ;  i  n  is  upoQ  the ;  sapc)^ ;  e vqo;  all  jkht 

teadbiers  of  |J,  and  the  Quakers',  .pr^ncipjleii or 

fqiin^atio^  ?f*t  ojf  ^11;  thpugh  it  ^eiWth  ,to 

ffae  theT>esjt  righteousness  of  }\i^^  yet  tbfe  wcpf»t 

of  all  in  pb  ptrine,  s^nd  that  they ,  will  find  in 

the  end^  t|  mfty  flourish  for  a  time  l  fot  tui 

Quaker,  nor  any  other  that  hath  hes^rd  of  this  coidr 
mL^^Loi;!  of  the  Spirit,  and  of  (the  doctrine  declared  by 
it,  and  doth  not  understand  i^^  and  believe  it,  that 
can  be  saved,  let  their  holiness  of  life  be  ever  so  much ; 
for  God  haih  noxegard  unto  the  righteou^iless  of  life, 
except  it  doth  proceed  from  faith  in  the  true  God, 
wh^ch  BOrQuiikeF,  nor  afy  9^ier  cpan  hath,  but  those 
that  have  faitn  in  this  commission  of  the  Spirit ; 
therefore,  it  i$  th^they'do  i^l  4glTt  i^gpinst  theittrue 
God,  and  against  thispommi^ion^  the. Spirit.:  but 
I  am  refreshed  at  your  experience  and  growth  in 
grace  and  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  in  that  you 
nave  eyes,  nnd  ran  aee^^iaCbrirt  said  to  his  disci- 
ples. Blessed  are  your  eyes,  for  they  see  ;  for  many  have 
eyes  J  but  they  see  not.  Also  I  am  glad  to  see  that  your 
uxi4«(»to)iding'i^  eiHigbteaed  to  s^  the  true  intef** 
pretation  of  the^  jScriptureSi .  whicllfis  given  by  this 
commission  of  the^  Spirit ;  and.  thi^^book^f^f  *  ^he^llth 
of  the  Revelations  is  very  little  else  ^but  interpreta- 
tions of  many  places  of  Scripturfe,  besides  the  chap- 
ter itself,  which  will  enlighten  the,  understanding  .in 
the  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  wore  th^n  all  that 
hath  been  written  before ;  therefoVe  I  have  sent  you 
three  qf  them,*  bec^raseif  tbpflO^enrid  dft^lajiyl other 
besiege?  ;yoUrj5el^  ^hpft r.8WwU  iWe  «ny  «ffocti<>n»»to 
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them,  tbftt  tbey  mAj  have  one ;  *  but  t  hhtHl  ll^ave  that 
to  jOar  discretion,  do  wliiat  you  wHl  w^t!h  them«  I 
received  a  letter  from  Edward  TV^wterfel|,*ahdyotir 
aunt  Carter,  with  the  money,  beilrihg:  da^  iMarch 
19,  1671,  but  I  have  not  sent  thein  anii^er  as  jet, 
nor  no  books;  but  I  do  intend  to  send  this  week^  tf 
ihe  carrier  be  in  toii^n;  but  as  fbr^mjr  cbnmig^  down 
into  the  cotintiy,  I  do  Inuch  rejbice  at  your's  and 
your  aunt  Carter^s  affections  indesidhg  itie  tb  come^ 
which  I  do  mtehd  t6  do,  but  I  thhik:  \Vmll  lie  abbUt 
James-tide  V  for  I  must  20  into  Catbbridgeshire  about 
Midramn^r,  and  after  I  have  been  therel  do  intend 
to  see  yon :  so  being  in  haste, 

Ii*8tyWlrfKeird'ihtfie'trtfeftiith,'       ' 

LOIJOWICKE  5nrGG?LETON. 

;  ii       '.  ■.;  !i  '1     ...      .        .■■..;■  1   Ji..  •■  ■  .' .  . 

•  Mri  Hkfteir  tod  to^  ^tighter  jr^^ber'^^li-ldv^ 
to  ^0*1,  "^ith  iteveriU  'pthfew  of  ihe  flutli.  <    > 

••(.>'    j   :  .  "I    ,-.  I  )'.!;■; '   ■'■■>   .->  ■  -  '   ■  '•'•   -•   '  -■•-     ■  •  ' 

'     ■.  ...  ■.       ;,.■.•'-        ...     "  .  'V.    •    -'V.^  V' 
■   •  ..     -.l;   .      ....•■■••  •'.      ^   ■.  ^     ••     •■    •  • 

4  C^  9f  a  LeHtr  mitten  .I9  Ue  PraphifLitS^tneke 

Mr,  PnMid^  Sampson^'  iUt')of  Ciimitritljgey  hearing 
dattJpHiu»  167I.      ;'-  ■[;[.  '■■.:'.' '.; '  "' 

tiMtiijt  FriewU  in  ^  frite  FmOt,  6M^  ici^  mim^  Pmte, 

I  UNDBRSTOOD.^  by  Mr.  bariipsoii,  that 
ydu  thMe^ie  in  totm  ixxim/t^  arid  Kke  to  be  iii  more 
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for  not  going  to  church.  Also  I  perceive,  you  are 
disputing  and  reasoning  among  yourselves,  whether 
you  may  not  go  to  hear  common  prayer  once  or  twice, 
to  save  yourselves  from  sufferings,  seeing  you  do  not 
deny  your  faith,  neither  do  you  suffer  for  your  &ith, 
only  you  would  have  my  judgment  in  it. 

First.  As  to  this,  my  judgment  is,  that  I  cannot 
consent  to  any  such  thing ;  for  you  may  as  well  go 
twenty  times,  or  always,  as  once :  for,  if  the  image  of 
B^al  be  set  up,  and  you  bow  your  knee  before  him 
once,  you  may  as  well  do  it  always.  Also  you  must 
mind  this,  that  there  must  be  some  witness  that  you 
bowed  your  knee  to  Baal,  else  your  suffering  will  be 
nevertheless.  For  to  hear  common  prayer  at  your 
own  church  is  part  of  worship  to  God,  and  it  is  the 
image  set  up  in  England  for  all  people  to  bow  to  and 
Worship ;  therefore  consider  what  privilege  this  faith 
hath  given  you,  and  what  sufferings  it  hath  freed  you 
from,  in  that  it  gave  you  peace  of  mind  as  to  your 
eternal  happiness;  it  hath  freed  you  from  formal 
bondage  of  worship ;  it  hath  delivered  you  from  being 
tied  up  to  nieetings,  as  all  others  are :  it  hath  pre- 
served you  from  those  sufferings,  which  have  cost 
many  one  their  lives :  it  hath  given  you  liberty  to 
pay  tithes,  and  to  defend  yourselves  by  law,  to  keep 
yourselves  from  imprisonment  and  sufferings.  You 
have  only  been  tied  up  to  do  justly  between  man  and 
man,  to  the  utmost  of  your  power,  and  to  worship 
God  in  spirit  and  truth. 

Only  now  you  must  consider,  it  is  one  thing  to 
worship  Baal  by  compulsion,  for  fear  of  sufferings  ; 
what  do  you  else  but  to  take  the  mark  of  the  beast 
in  your  right-hand  f  And  always,  when  you  look 
upon  the  palm  of  your  right-hand,  there  you  will  see 
the  mark  of  the  beast ;  for  it  will  be  printed  in  yoiir 
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minds^  and  the  remembraoce  of  it  will  remain  to  jour 
lives  end.  And  who  would  defile  a  pure  conscience, 
for  fear  of  such  a  slight  suffering  as  this  ?  For  it 
reacheth  not  to  inflict  any  punishment  upon  the 
body  ;  neither  is  there  any  resistance  unto  death,  as 
hath  been  in  other  times  for  smaller  matters  than  this. 
Also  consider  those  three  believers  in  Kent^  who  had 
the  blessing  of  John  Reeve ;  yet  they,  for  fear  of  suf-^- 
fering  and  presumption  together,  hlecause  they  had 
the  blessing,  they  said,  they  could  not  be  damned  to 
eternity.  So  they  bowed  down  themselves  three 
times  (that  is,  at  church  to  Baal)  and  then  gave  oven 
But  what  hath  been  the  effects  of  it  ?  Since  nothing 
but  crosses,  sickness,  weakness,  poverty  and  beggiary 
hath,  and  is  still,  the  fruits  that  action  hath  brought 
forth  ;  besides,  the  author  of  hope  is  eaten  over  with 
rust  in  them.  Also  consider  that  loving  and  good 
roan  Dovey  at  his  death  ;  did  any  thing  trouble  him 
but  his  going  to  church  ?  Poor  man,  he  lost  his  peace 
by  it,  thou^  I  am  persuaded  the  man  will  be  happy^ 
because  he  was  true  to  the  commission ;  but  it  would 
have  been  better  for  him  to  have  had  eternal  life 
abiding  in  himself,  and  I  should  have  been  more  joy- 
ful also.  And  if  you  shall  reason  in  yourselves,  that 
some  that  own  this  commission,  and  look  to  be  saved 
by  it,  and  yet  can,  and  do  go  to  church  to  save  them- 
selves, as  Philip  Williams  and  Goodman  Singleton. 

To  this  I  answer  and  say,  it  is  to  be  considered^ 
that  these  men  were  never  off  from  the  church,  be- 
cause of  one  office  or  other  in.  the  parish  where  they 
lived,  and  therefore  were  under  the  more  snares ;  and 
therefore,  as  Christ  said,  the  more  hard  for  a  rich  man 
to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  indeed  they  have 
been  men  that  have  been  rather  for  truth  than  agaitist 
it^  and  so  I  have  had  a  love  for  all  svch  men,  as  the 
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L«ord  himself  had  also.     I  know  it  is  possible  with 
God,  though  not  with  man,  to  make  a  rich  man  ven- 
ture all  his  riches  to  worship  God  in  spirit  andtruth, 
and  to  forsake  all  idolatrous  worship,  in  hopes  of  ever- 
lasting life ;  but  it  is  impossible  with  me,  that  aneibut 
a  man,  to  do  it.     For  let  not  men  deceive  tliemsdves, 
it  is  not  half  the  heart  for  God,  and  the  other  half  for 
the  world ;  for  God  will  have  the  whole  heart,  or 
none.     And  he  that  seeketh  to  save  his  life  by  a  felse 
worship,  or  wrong  means,  shall  lose  it ;  and  would 
you  be  contented  with  such  a  faith  as  theirs  is,  to 
give  one  half  of  the  heart  to  God,  and  the  other  half 
to  the  world  ?     I  tdl  you,  God  will  have  all  the  hearty 
or  none.     And  a  man  shall  know  in  himself  whether 
he  hath  given  God  his  whole  heart,   by  casting  up 
what  it  will  cost  him.     And  if  he  is  willing  to  give  all 
that  he  hath  for  truth's  sake,  if  it  be  required  :  for  the 
whole  heart  carries  all  along  with  it ;  then  shall  he 
have  his  heart  given  him  again,  and  all  that  he  hath 
lost  for  his  sake,  shall  be  given  him  again  in  this  life^ 
and  in  the  life  to  come,*  life  everlasting.     And  except 
this  be,  a  HMm  cannot  have  the  perfect  assurance  of 
eternafl  life  abiding  in  him,  but  shall  have  sometimes 
hopes  and  sometimes  fears.    Also  this  you  are  to  con« 
sider,  that  you  have  been  kept  innocent  and  pure, 
and  have  not  committed  spiritual  fornication  these 
many  years,  and  would  you  now  defile  your  con- 
science with  idols  ?     Oh  1  let  your  faith  be  steadfast, 
and  have  its  perfect  work  in  your  souls,  and  hold  out 
t<)  the  end,  that  you  may  receive  the  crown  of  life> 
which  God  will  give  you  at  that  day,  which  will  not 
be  as  an  hour  unto  you  after  death  before  you  are  in 
possession  of  it. 

I  would  advise  you  not  to  appear,  for  you  will  be 
condemned,  and  then  your  cause  will  be  the  \yorse  ; 
but  keep  out  of  the  way  at  sessions-time,  and  if  you 
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be  arrested  afterwards,  go  to  prison,  and  never  put  in 
bail  for  jour  appearance ;  if  you  do,  your  cause  will 
be  far  worse.  Aud  as  for  Thomas  Parke  being  a  sio-*- 
gle  man,  he  may  keep  out  of  the  way  all  this  summer; 
perhaps  by  next  October  things  may  alter.  And  as 
for  Charles  Cleve,  if  he  find,  whai  he  is  in  prbon, 
that  there  is  no  getting  off  without  hist  utter  undoing 
of  his  family*  and  destroying  the  peace  of  his  own 
inind;  let  him  cause  all  his  goods  and  estates  to  be 
sold,  and  do.what  he  will  with  it,  and  Jet  bis  wife  quid 
children  be  all  turned  upon  the  parish,  and  let  him 
jive  in  prison  himself:  for,  if  he  go  to  prison  uncoil- 
demned,  he  shall  haA^e  full  power  to  sell  his  gOQcIs, 
and  do  what  he  will  with  them ;  but  if  he  be  con* 
demned  by  a  court,  then  he  cannot,  but  they  will 
$ei2£  upon  his  goods  for  such  a  parcel  of  money  as 
they  have  judged  him  to  pay,  and  take  twice  as  much 
goods*  And  as  for  Mr.  Hampson,  he  being  bettior 
^ble  in  the  world  than  you,  let  him  keep  out  of  tht 
way  in  sessions-time,  though  he  do  lose  trade  for  a 
Uttle  season,  except  he  can  employ  one  that  be  paa 
entrust  the  while ;  and  if  he  be  arrested  afterwards, 
let  him  put  in  no  bail  to  the  serjeant«  If  a  bri^  will 
not  serve  them,  let  him  so  to  prison,  and  he  .will  com0 
oif  for  a  great  deal  less  charges,  being  not  condemned 
by  a  court,  and  save  his  conscience  from  any  enga^^ 
ments  ;  but  if  you  are  not  able  to  endure  a  prison  at 
all,  then  I  cannot  tell  what  to  say  to  you,  but  must 
leave  you  to  your  own  heart's  disposing. 

This  is  the  best  advice  I  can  give  you  to  save  you^ 
selves  here,  and  keep  the  peace  of  your  minds :  for  I 
^nnot  promise  to  free  you  from  all  troubles. 

Your  friend  in  ^the  true  faith, 

iiODOWICKE  MUGGLETON, 

JprU  84,  1671, 
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4^  f!9fSf  Mf ^  Ifider  miitUr^  hy[ihe  Pnfpl^^t  Lodomcke 
Mugglelon  Jo   Mr.  Alexander  Deiamaine,    9enior, 
'  bearing  date,  from  Southampton^  June  8^  1671  • 

./[,/i(omgmd1naif9i^  Mr.  Detamaine^    . 

MY  love  remembered'  unto  you,  ancl  to  your 
wife.  This  is  to  certify  you,  that  I  delivered  your 
letter  unto  our  friends  in  the  faith,  and.  they  were 
dad  to  hear  it,  and  do  much  rejoice  in  feadJng'your 
lie.t(t^rs*^ 

;  Mr. Fifllier  the  elder  hath  been  very  ill,  and  is 
something  crazy  still ;  he  is  now  at  Southampton, 
)nit  his^scn},  the  young  man,  and  William  Pedley,  and 
iny^^if  are  in  the  oouotry  at  theold  xDaa's  iiouse^ 
y^ty  private,  ajKl  they  tare  v^ery  well^  and  do  kindly 
Hsniember' their  laves  iunto  you,  and  to  your  wife. 
Tjiere  is  nothing  hose  Of  any  concernmeiil  to  write  of, 
biit.ftU  is  6tiU  and  quiet«  ,  \^  .  i  .  ;  . 
! .  I  Xh«(efcire'Ii shall,  say.  no.  mor»\  at.  prtisent,  only  de^ 
^O^.Mi>  Itbat  tf  m^  miSsi  hath  uny  kMiit^ioa  iof  bjusi»es8» 
(M^iAQQQlMuty  to.w^rite  to  me,^  beforfe  tbe  2XBt  of  J;une, 
tdntlt  ybiji  would  be  pleased,  to  write  it  for  her ;  but  if 
th#ne  be  no  great  iKcessity,  do  JM>t  put  youpstlf  to  that 
irawbie;;  for  I  dointead  to  be  in  Loadon  the  21st  of 
tl^9^ui0ntih-  Pray  gi vfe  this  ledter  ;to  my  wifi^,  cut  it 
WHOder,  and  give  it  b«ri  i 

So  festeth  your  fiiead in  tfaeet^mal  tviitb,   : ;. . 

liODOWIGKIi  MUGGLi&TON; 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton  to  Mr.  George  Gamble,  a  Merchant  in 
Cork,  in  Ireland :  thejirtt  to  him  after  he  came  to 
set  hii  seal  to  the  true  faiih.  Bearing  date/rom 
London,  March  6, 1672. 

Ldmug  Friendy  George  Oamhk, 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  bearing  date 
February  14,  1673,  and  am  glad  to  hear  of  vour 
health,  and  the  more,  because  I  did  hear,  by  a 
Quaker,  that  you  were  very  sick,  like  to  die :  this 
was  a  little  atfler  Christmas.  William  Fenn  sent 
one  of  his  books  against  me,  and  a  letter  with  it,  by 
one  of  the  Quakers,  to  delirer  it  into  my  own  hands : 
uid  when  the  man  had  delivered  them  into  my  hand^ 
he  asked  Me,  when  thou  heardest  from  Geotgjt 
Gamble,  in  Ireland  ?  I  said,  I  had  not  heard  ^from 
you  a  great  while»  butt  ottce  since  youwete  hc»e  in 
licmfdoil.  He  asked  lae  by  whom  r  I  told  kissx  bj 
Benjamin  Capp ;  he  said  he  knew  him;  Why,  said 
I,  do  you  ask  ?  Said  he,  we  did  bear  he  is  sick^  like 
to  die.  I  Miid,  I  heard  nothing  oi  iti  w  the  mui 
paited.  And,  as  soon  as  the  man  wm  gone,  it  oame 
mto  my  mind,  w4iy  he  adked  about  ^yotf*;  it  was, 
because  the  Quakers  would  hnire  Wn  gkiMl  in  Jfbdr 
hearts  if  you  had  been  dead  indeed ;  because  they 
might*  have  bad  ocoasioii  to  giMm«d  a  bdief,  that 
Gc^'s  judgments  did  follow  you  so  suddenly  after 
you  fonooK  iJie  QuAkers  pHnc&ples,  and  did  ddtve 
to  Muggleton*s  doctrine,  because  several  of  the 
Quakers  have  died  in  a  little  tinae  after  tkey  wfere 
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clamoed  by  me  :  sp  thw  would  willingly  have  some 
to  die  that  fall  from  them ;  looking  upon  it  as  a 
curse  upon  them  for  falling  away  from  their  prin- 
ciples. But  I  see  their  hopes  is  prevented,  and 
that  you  are  in  health,  and  not  only  so,  but  that  the 
seed  of  faith  in  you  is  risen,  even  as  the  sun  riseth, 
and  hath  shined  in  your  heart,  and  hath  given  you  to 
see  that  light  of  life  eternal,  id  that  you  have  faith  to 
believe  in  the  true  God,  and  to  love  God ;  for  no 
man  can  love  God>  but  he  that  knows  God ;  and  no 
man  can  know  God  but  by  faith.  And  it  is  life  eter«- 
n^l  to  know  the  true  God  and  Jesus  Christ,  which  is 
s^nt ;  that  is,  it  is  life  eternal  to  know  this  Jesus 
Christ  that  is  sent  to  be  the  true  God,  as  we  have 
unfolded  in  our  writings,  and  that  you  do  now 
believe  in  this  commission,  and  that  I  am  a  true 
prophet,  it  is  well  for  you  that  you  was  ever  bom ; 
that  your  eyes  of  your  understanding  are  opened,  to 
let  the  light  of  life  shine  into  your  heart,  in  that  you 
can  be  niade  capable  to  receive  a  prophet's  reward ; 
which  reward  is  no  less  than  the  blessing  of  ever* 
lasting  life.  For  prophets  that  are  chosen,  and 
sent  of  God,  have  eternal  life  always  with  them, 
that  whosoever  belie veth  their  report,  are  made  par- 
takers of  it.  And  it  hath  been  a  spying  in  old  time^ 
when  prophets  were  more  in  request  than  now,  how 
beautiful  are  the  feet  of  them  that  bring  glad  tidings^ 
of  peace  and  salvation.  But  now  there  is  but  one^ 
prophet  in  these  last  times,  akid  shall  never  be  no 
more  truje  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

All  proffessors  o^  relig^oo  do  say  almost  in  Hheir 
hearts,  let  this  prophet  d^^partfrom  us,  wte  desire  mt 
the  knowledge  of  nis  ways,  nor.  doetrwe^  because  he 
is  alive,  to  reprove  us  when  w!e  blaspbeAie  .t^inst^ 
God,  and  agpinst   hiiq ;    but  give   its  thiose  dead> 
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prophets  and  their  doctrine,  that  cannot  make 
answer  for  themselves ;  let  us  say  what  we  will,  they 
win  let  us  alone,  and  say  nothing  to  us.  This  is  the 
nature  of  reason  in  most  people,  to  love  and  honour 
prophets  when  they  are  dead,  but  to  bate  and  despise 
prophets  that  are  alive. 

Likewise  you  say,  that  one  Christopher  Baton 
should  say  and  affirm,  that  when  I  had  given  him  the 
sentence,  that  he  should  never  see,  after  the  sentence, 
with  his  natural  eye.  This  is  as  false  a  lie  as  ever 
was  spoken ;  I  never  cursed  the  natural  ^e-sight  of 
any  -penon  in  all  my  life.  But  this  I  might  say  to 
him,  as  I  have  said  to  several,  that  I  have  given 
sentence  upon,  that  after  the  sentence  is  given  he 
should  never  see  the  face  of  God,  nor  the  faces  of 
elect  men  and  angels,  nor  his  own  face,  in  the  life  to 
come,  to  eternity:  so  that  he  should  see,  in  the  life 
to  come,  no  other  God  or  judge,  but  that  sentence  I 
had  given  him,  that  should  remain  upon  him  to 
eternity ;  and  he  shall,  in  the  resurrection,  never  stir 
from  the  place  he  is  raised  in  utter  darkness,  where 
there  is  no  light  to  answer  the  light  of  the  eye. 
For  there  must  be  •  two  lights,  that  in  light  we  see 
light,  else  nothing  :can  be  seen ;  for  one  light  can' 
never  see  any  thing'  of  itself.  As-  for  example, 
though  a  man  have  light  in  thfe  feye,  yet,  except  there 
be  day-li^l^t;  fire,  or  candle-light,  or  some  other 
light,  to  answer  the  light  of  the  eye,  the  eye-light 
can  see  nothing,  but  is  in  darkness.  Likewise^' sUfi-' 
pose  a  man  be  blind,  and  bath  no  light  in  his  ey^J^ 
let 'the  sun^light  be  *  ever  so  clear  and  bright,-  it 
itiakes^not  the  blind  eyes  to  see,  and  darkness  is  bst 
good  to  ^  him  as  light.  This  is  that  sentence  I  did 
pass  upon  bim^  and  the  blindness  he  should  suffer  in 
utter  darkness  lo  efeemlty,  for  his  blasphemy  against' 
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the  Holy  Ghost.  And  this  he  shall  be  sure  to  sufTef 
according  to  my  word^  and  it  will  not  be  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  after  this  life  before  he  see  the  truth  of 
that  sentence  upon  him,  let  him  flatter  himself  what 
he  can.  It  hath  been  no  new  thing  for  hundreds  of 
the  seed  of  the  serpent  to  belie^  slander,  and  re- 
proach me  without  a  cause :  for  t  never  did  any  evil  f 
as  to  the  breach  of  any  law  written  in  my  heart  in  all 
my  life.  I  never  did  any  man  wrong  ;  yet  all  men, 
that  are  professors,  speak  evil  of  me,  revile  and  per- 

^secute  me,  either  in  words  or  deeds^  and  for  no  other 
cause  in  the  world,  but  because  God  hath  chosen  me, 
and  hath  given  me  wisdom  and  understanding  of  his 
mind  in  the  Scriptures  above  all  men,  and  authority 
to  give  sentence  upon  blasphemers.  This  is  the 
cause  I  am  so  hated  of  the  worlds  but  wisdom  is 
justified  of  her  children. 

As  for  William  Penn's  Book,  the  Quakers  are  very 
brag  of  it ;  yet  there  is  no  true  wisdom  in  it  at  all, 
but  some  of  the  subtil  serpent's  wisdom  ther6  is  in 
it,  to  make  people  more  blind  than  they  are  by 
nature ;  and  it  will  appear  so  to  those  who  have 
the  true  light  in  tliem,  when  I  have  answered  it ; 
which  perhaps  may  be  towards  the  latter  end  of  this 
summer.  I  would  before,  but  I  have  promised  to 
see  some  friends  in  Leicestershire,  Nottingham,  and 
other  parts  that  way,  which  will  take  up  the  former 
part  of  this  summer.  I  shall  go  in  the  middle  of 
April,  and,  according  to  your  desire,  I  hare  sent  you 
a  copy  of  Penn's  letter  to   me,   and  a  copy  of 

•  Thomas  Lee's  letter  to  me,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter 
sent  to  me  by  a  friend  from  Nottingham,  that  you 

'  oay  see  and  judge  the  better  of  it  (m  regard  it  was 
written  by  one  that  liveth  there)  than  by  my  writing 
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it  by  reportj  therefore  I  will  give  it  you  verbiitim  as  ft 
is  sept  to  me.  ,  .  1^5  \^ 

l/shall  not  enlarge  further  at  diis  time,  but  fake 
leave ;  onlv  desiring  you  to  remember  my  'kind  love 
to  Colonel  Phaire,  and  his  .wife  and  femily,  and  tb 
all^  those  there  with  you,,  that  do  love  and  relieve  the 
Lord  Jesiis,  that  was  put  to  death  without  the  gates  6{ 
Jerusalem ;  who  died,  and  rose  again,  and  ascended 
up  ito  heaven,  to  be  the  ve^  true  God  and  everla^^ 
ing  ijather.  Creator,  and  Redeemer  of  those  thdt 
are  saved  by  his  own  blood.  Also  iny  love,  and  mV 
wifip^s  love,  presented  unto  yourself,  and  to  Joseph 
Moss,  I  rest. 

Your  Friend  in  the  eternal  Truth  of  a  persomd 
God,  God  Man,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON, 

Owrge  Oamble^ 

This  is  to  certify  vou,  that  I  received  the  ten 
pounds  you  ordered  for  books,  and  I  have  sent  you 
179  at  18s.  ap-piece,  which  comes  to  QL  10$.  Od.  and  I 
•gave  to  Mr. Godfrey,  for  1?  of  the  Mortality  of  the 
SquI,  9,6$.  6d.  and  the  postage  of  l/etters,  and  the  bo^, 
find  other  trifling  things,  comes  to  4x.  6d.  This  is  the 
account  of  the  10/.  I  received  upop  your  bill. 
,  And  seeing  it  is  not  convenient  to  c^rept  your 
letters  in  my  name,  you  may  direct  thpmi^|lj|rr. 
AfejEander  Pelamain,  ^t  the  Sign  of  Jih^  Three 
Tobacco  Pipes,  on,  Bread  Street-hill,  near  Queen- 
Hithe,  and  it  will  come  safe  to  me. 


ne  Postern^  London^  March  6,*  167*. 
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A  Copy  of  m  Letter  sent  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Mugghton  to  Mr.  Jeremiah  Moss^  Physician^  living 
in  Cork,  in  Ireland j  being  thejirst  after  his  believing 
the  Commission  of  Truths  bearing  dale  from  IlondoUy 
Marcli  6.  1672. 

Loving  Friend  in  the  true  Faith,  Jeremiah  Most, 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  dated  Febraanr  U, 
J672,  wherein  I  perceive  that  this  record  6t  the 
Spirit  doth  take  place  in  the  hearts  of  several  in 
those  parts  ;  and  doth  give  satisfaction  to  the  mind^ 
6f  those  that  believe,  and  doth  dissatisfy  the  repro- 
bates*  Indeed,  words  of  truth  are  like  a  two-edged 
sword,  that  cut  both  ways ;  and  he,  that  hath  a  com- 
inissidn  froni  God,  hath  bower  as  the  Apostleis  had, 
ias  inay  be  seen  in  the  Acts :  some  were  pricked  or 
cut  to  the  heart  for  their  conversion  ana  salvation, 
aisi  in  Acts  ii.  and  37th  verae-  Others  again,  by"  the 
Wi;d^  'of  truth,  were  cut  to  the  heart  for  the  cbfl- 
viricing  of  them  of  the  sift  of  unbelief ;  witnessing, 
to  their  consciences,  that  they  were  reprobates,  and 
would  be  damned  to  eternity,  as  id  Acts  vii*  and 
54tb  verse.  So  that  true  prophets,  and  true  minis* 
ters  of  Christ,  their  words  are  spirit  and  life,  to  cbn- 
Vert  some,  to  open  the  eyes  of  their  minds  that  Were 
blind,  and  to  let  the  light  of  life  eternal  shine  into 
IKeir  hearts,  in  giving  them  the  knowledge'  of  the 
jglory  of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jesus'  Christ;  thai  is, 
IhajL  jTesus  Christ  is  the  brightness  of  God's  glory, 
^cause  his  face  is  the  very  true  God's  face ;  and 
ithis  light  of  feith  doth  shine  into  the  hearts  of  many> 
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hf  the  declaration  or  preaching  of  them  whom  God 
sends.  And,  on  the  contrary,  this  declaration  is  a 
savour  of  death  unto  death  unto  the  seed  of  the  ser«v 
pent,  in  that  words  of  truth  do  blind  the  eves  of 
them  that  think  they  see,  and  hardeneth  their  hearts, 
lest  the  word  of  truth  should  take  place  in  them ; 
and  it  maketh  their  ears  heavy,  or  deaf,  even  as  an 
adder ;  so  that  in  hearing,  they  cannot  hear  nor 
understand  ;  and  in  seeing,  they  may  not  perceive 
any  truth  in  a  prophet's  words ;  and  having  hearts, 
but  not  understanding  any  heavenly  or  spiritual 
things,  they  despise  and  blaspheme  against  them, 
even  the  doctrine  of  the  true  God,  lest  they  should 
be  converted,  and  be  healed  with  the  assurance  of 
everlasting  life  in  themselves.  Likewise  you  say^ 
we  think  not  the  liberty  convenient  with  you,  which 
the  believers  with  us  take  in  passing  sentence  on 
those  that  blaspheme  against  the  Holy  Ghost.  As 
to  this,  I  never  laid  any  bonds  upon  any  believer,  to 
give  sentence  upon  any  for  blasphemy,  except  their 
faith  be  strong  enough  in  themselves  to  believe,  witb^ 
out  doubting,  that  such  a  one  is  damned.  Eor,  if  a 
jman  give  sentence,  and  afterwards  doubts,  that  sen- 
tence returns  on  a  man's  own  head,  and  the  party, 
so  sentenced,  is  freed  from  the  power  of  his  curse. 
Neitlier  shall  I  lay  any  bonds  upon  you,  there  to 
force  you  to  give  sentence  upon  despising,  blasphem- 
ing spirits ;  if  your  own  faith  doth  not  move  you  to 
it,  or  is  not  strong  enough  in  you  to  give  sentence, 
then  you  may  let  it  alone.  But  this  I  say,  whoever 
doth  hear  men*  and  women  speak  evil  against  this 
blessed  truth,  in  despising  and  blaspheming  against 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  a  man  shall  really  believe  that 
such  a  ope  hath  sinned  the  unpardonable  sin  that 
shall  never  be  forgiven  in  this  world,  nor  in  the- world 
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to  come,  and  hold  his  peace,  it  sheweth  a  great 
weakness  of  faith  in  that  person.  For,  if  a  man  be 
saved  by  believing  such  a  truth,  and  being  glad  in 
his  heart,  that  he  did  not  stir  against  the  Holy 
Ghost  himself,  and  doth  hear  others  blaspheme 
against  that  truth  he  is  saved  by,  and  yet  holdeth 
his  peace,  it  sheweth  much  weakness  of  ^ith  in  that 
person.  Besides,  if  all  believers  of  this  commission 
should  be  so  weak  in  faith,  then  the  devils  might 
blaspheme  against  God  without  controul,  and  think 
they  did  well  in  it ;  »o  that  none  could  receive  the 
sentence  for  blasphemy  but  such  as  come  to  me: 
but  where  I  give  sentence  upon  one,  there  is  ten  that 
have  the  sentence  given  them  for  blaspheming  by  the 
believers  of  this  commission  of  the  opirit,  both  here 
iu  London,  and  several  parts  in  other  countries^  and 
their  faith  is  made  the  stronger,  by  giving  sentence 
every  where  upon  despising  spirits  of  truth ;  and 
when  they  neglect  to  give  sentence,  for  some  by- 
ends,  for  blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  their 
minds  are  troubled  for  neslect,  and  doth  eclipse  and 
weaken  their  own  confidence ;  so  that  by  this 
means  the  devils  are  met  withal  every  where,  because 
most  of  the  believers  here  in  England  do  give  sen- 
tence upon  the  seed  of  the  serpent,  as  they  have 
occasion  in  discourse.  And  they  are  more  justified 
in  themselves  than  those  that  do  not ;  and  they  are 
justified  by  me  in  so  doing,  rather  than  those  that 
shall  hear  the  devils  rage,  rail,  and  blaspheme,  and 
say  nothing  to  them. 

Seeing  it  is  not  convenient  to  direct  your  letters 
in  my  name,  you  may  direct  yofir  letters  to  me  thus : 
for  Mr.  Alexander  I)elamain,  at  the  sign  of  the  Three 
Tobacco  Pipes,  on  Bread  Street-hill,  near  Queen- 
hithe,  and  it  will  come  safe  to  me. 
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Thus,  vith  nay  Ipve,  aiyl  my  vife's  Ipve,  r^nx^m- 
bere4  untp  yourielf,  with  Riy  love  to  Colonel  fnaijre, 
t^  wife  and  4wly..  »n<i  *<>  S:!;!  ftiends  else,  th^  with 
youj  I  take  leave,  and  res^, 

« 

Yowr  friend  in  the  true  faith  pf  JeauSj, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 


The  PotUrtit  London, 
March  6,  1678. 


A  Otpji  of  A  Letter  wrote  by  the  Brophet  Lodoteich 
^aggieton  to  Mrs.  Preston,  of  littk  fowet-hUlt 
^rs.ffitn^'^  ^pf her  J  find  to  her  Father  U}cewisf,  dated 

I  TIf  QUGP'P  good  tp  write  these  l^  unto 
^t^  hptb,  but  mote  especially  unto  your  M^ife^ 
b^au^  I  hay^  seep  her  once,  an,d  ^eyer  ^j^t  wce, 
^Qd  she  hath  seen  pie  x)nce,  an^  ^^^  l/'^JP^*  ^^ 
f^  fof  tfe  njaft  J  /did  not  kj^pw  that  eVjer  1  did  see 
him,  or  he  me,  but  I  make  no  ^gi^^t^9p  p»^  Mrs. 
J^tffl^n  h^h  ,b€!^d  of  me  by  tjie  Vritiipjgs,  jrid  by 
jt^  .ifep9jrts  of  fleyefi^  other  p^Wjlje,  F^io  /We  tor  the 
^nqnOity  i^vy.enejpifis;  to  X)iay|e  ^4?,r^ed  to  go 
jUjicou^  -^i^  report  a^  jrejl^  .af  good  cej;)^,  ^  ,PVF  **l« 
occasion  of  my  wjg^i^g  ^mj^  d^i9^  i^]''  ^^R^^  ^J^f  f? 
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concerning  your  daughtefr  Eliizabeth  Atkinson,  and 
my  speech  is  chiefly  unto  ydiir  wife,  that  if  it 
were  possible  that  the  mother  and  ^he  dfiiii^htw 
might  be  reconciled  together  again,  for  I  uhdei^- 
'  stand  the^e  hath  been  and  is  a  gteat  deal  of  trouble 
upon  both  yoifr  spirits  aboiit  the  iriatdh.  Ntt^I 
would  have  you  lo  know,  that  this  matdi  ^ats 
altogether  contrary  to  my  in  Fhd,  as  nrfy  letter  to 
ydur  daughter  doth  shew,  ^if  *hc  hath  shewed  it 
you ;  it  inay  come  to  pass  thkt  you  may  see  •  it 
'either  of 'Ktsr  Br  of  ihe  hereafter,  and  that  will^ieelare 
the  truth  of  this  matter  indre  fully.  'Fifrst,^'httVe 
beien  true-hearted  unto  your  daughter  ever  since  'I 
came  acquainted  with  her,  and  have  wished  her  is 
well  as  my  own  children,  and  as  my  own  soul :  arid 
if  she  had  been  my  Own  child,  as  she  is  jrours,  J 
could  not  have  given  her  better  council  than  I  have 
done :  and  what  did  I  respect  her  so  for,  butbeeaiite 
I  Sslw  she  had  a  ve^good  natural  wisdom  in  her,  arid 
that  she  had  the  good  seed  of  faith  in  her,  b\it*it  Wis 
not  then  risen  in  her :  but  after  awhile  the  *dd  of 
faith  sprang  up  in  her  in  heavenly  wisdom,  know- 
ledge, and  understanding,  which%asa<!rowndf  glbiy 
uuto  her  head:  but  the  crown* is'^ikllen  off  now  By 
reason  of  this  mtatch,  and  die  croWIn  6f  reprAaeh 
set  upon  her  head  in  the  room' thereof  by  nofatify  of 
her  enetrii^;  and 'a  great  dislike  to  several  of  h*r  ditn 
£sdth,  and  I  perceive  an  t^jitiraordinary  grief  to  yttu 
her  parents,  ^  insdniuch  as  'I  hear  you,  her  hiother, 
hath  renounced  her,  so  as  riot  to  own  herftir  *ytkir 
child :  a!nd  fArthfer,  thkt  you  ^  have"  made  a  covifctfkaht 


child.  '!A^in,  to  this  purpose  orWbrds,  I  pereeive 
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ytm  speak,  and  promised  in  your  anger  and  passion. 
Now  let  me  speak  a  few  words  between  the  mother 
and  the  daughter,  and  consider  the  trouble  and  tor- 
.roent  of  rash  words  and  promises  that  are  made  out  of 
anger  and  passion,  they  bring  nothing  but  hell  unto  the 
mind,  because  they  are  groundless.  Coasider  the  rash 
oath  and  promise  that  Herod  the  King  made,  Mark 
iv  and  xxvi :  but  when  he  saw  the  woeftil  effects 
of  that  oath,  he  was  exceedingly  sorrowful ;  and  for 
the  &kes  of  them  that  were  with  him,  he  ffave  her 
John  Baptist  head.  Now  did  not  this  wicked  oath 
take  away  the  life  of  the  greatest  prophet  that  was 
born  of  woman  ?  And  it  brought  hell-fire  upon 
the  conscience  of  Herod,  and  an  extraordinary 
plague  and  punishment  in  this  life,  besides  his  eter* 
nal  damnation ;  therefore,  beware  and  take  heed 
how  you  perform  the  rash  vows  and  promises  made 
in  passion  and  anger;  yet  I  confess  vows  and  pro- 
mises made  unto  the  Lord,  or  to  man,  ought  to  be 
performed,  else  punishment  will  follow,  but  vows 
and  promises  made  out  of  passion  or  anger  ought 
to  be  broke.  I  confess  it  is  an  evil  to  make  any 
vow  at  all  out  of  passion  and  anser,  but  it  is  better 
to  break  that  vow  and  covenant  man  to  keep  it,  for 
it  is  better  to  err  on  the  right  hand  than  on  the  left ; 
that  is,  if  you  break  it  you  mav  find  mercy  and  for- 
giveness, but  if  you  perform  it  there  is  no  hope  of 
mercy  nor  forgiveness,  no  more  than  there  was  to 
Herod  aforesaid.  Also  I  would  have  you  to  consider, 
that  your  daughter's  crime  is  not  so  heinous  a^inst 
you,  her  motl^r,  as  you  take  it  to  be,  for  she  hath 
broken  no  law  of  Grod,  nor  law  of  the  land,  nor  law 
of  her  parents  ;  but  what  she  hath  done  hath  been 
against  ner  own  soul^  it  hath  wounded  her  own  spirit^ 
and  hath  broken  her  own  peace ;  she  hath  spoiled 
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the  treasures  6f  rest  and  satisractiou  ihliei 
and  she  must  beat  her  own  sorrow,  land  no 
bear  her  liijrthen,  but  rather  add  tin  to  it,  I 
irig  her  unworthy  of  pity  and  compassion^  e 
own  parents,  through  anger  and  passion, 
cause  ;  for  she  hath  committed  no  i^vil  to  I 
in  this  thing,  becaus^  she  was  a  free  wc 
hath  had  two  husbands  before,  and  hath 

mider  her  parents  tutoring,  btit  hath  be „^  ^. 

herself,  tp  give  her  person  to  whom  she  will,  and  her 
estate;  nor  'rio  others  can  hinder  her,  it  is  all  iti  hei^ 
<rwhp6w*er:  likiewise  she  hath  done  nothing  against 
God  noi*  his  laws  in  this  matter,  because  there  was 
i^o  command  laid  upon  hei",  neither  by  God,  not  by 
his  prophet,  to  the '  Contrary  ;  and  for  the  law  of  the 
Iftnd,  that  doth  justify  her  in  it  altogether  ;  so  that 
all  the  evM  she  hath  done  in  this  matter  it  is  to  Jier- 
self,*  ^hd  f 01  nobody  else,  as  I  said  before  ;  only  this 
is  h^reviF  and  trouble,  that  she  did  not  hearken  to 
theyprc^  of  .Heaven,  or  fo'his  prophet's  advice 
oh  ^tth ;  and  here  Keth  hei-  trouble  ;  but  now,  the 
ting  IS  done,  apd  idvice  rejected,  and  cannot  be  un- 
dohe again.  What  then  is  to  be  done  unto  her  ?  Xsay, 
even  to  foi^ive  her,  and  to  make  her  burthen  as  fight 
as  may  be  ;  so  that  I  have  considered  and*,  weigned 
the  whole  matter,  and  considered  her  condition,  and 
haV^  forgiven  her  neglect  to  answer  my  letter,  atid' 
aH  things  else  that. have  impaired  the  peace  of  her 
itlinid  as.  to  life  eternal;  aha  she  shall  be  settled' as 
in*  peace  of  mind  as  to  life  eternal  as  ever,  and  that 
will. make  her  life  the  more  comfortable  in  the  tem- 
porid*;  Ibr  I  had  compassion  on  her  when  I  saw  her 
troubled  mind,  because  h6r  faith  was  in  me,  and 
lAitie  jn  her,  so  that  she  is  forgiven  of  God,  and  for- 
glveh  of  his  true  prophet  also.    1  would  you,  her 

2  X 
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I  ^Bother,  to  forgive  your  paly  <^uglitqr^ 

jceive  hex  into  your  ravour  ag^i^i  and  \^ 

precious  in  your  eyes  a3  ever.    Dq  ^  th^ 

er  did,  as  Christ  speaks  of  in  the  p^s^bl(9| 

two  sons;  the  one  lost  for  a   time^  9^ 

(?as  in  want)  be  said  in  his  heart,  I  Tp^f 

d  say  unto  my,  father  1  have  linned  Qgninrt 

rid  agmnst   thee,    and  o.m  no  more  wortlqi 

led  thy    Son.     His  father  doth    j)ot   difh 

hi9  son,  and  ask  hiai  what  bath  thf^^ 

bat  thou  w^test  froni  me^  or  did  any  ^yi^ 

was  gone  j  but  he  fell  upon  his  neck  9^ 

I,  a^d  killed  the  fiitt^d  cajf  for  hinc^.    Thi* 

s  9iy  practice  to  qiiy  Qwifi  children,  ai;id  \ 

more  experience  in  tjbjl^^  kind  thaa  ever  yoiji 

l^our  daughter ;  therefore  let  this  thi^g  h^ 

pu.  her  mother^  and  let  wot  yo^t  ijasl^  ui»4t 

vised  promise  or  vow,  you  made  out  of  passion  apd. 

singer,  hinder  yqu ;  for  I  upderstand  she  bath  senjt 

ijxessengers  as  advocates  to  plead  with  you  for  fop^ 

"  that  your  daughter  hath  humblecl  h^rT. 

/^o  crave  yoyr  £a.vour  an4  fip^giv^csw^ 

1  npt  hearken  to  dbem^  noi;  have  dQi 

pon  the  affliction  of  the  sou]  of  y^ur 

Lewise,  that  she  hath  sept  to  you  %. 

wn  hand  writing,  to  crave  youj:tjpai;dQa 

IS,  and  to  accept  her  into  your  wvoj^r ; 

t  prevail  witjh  you,  but  seemj^th  9^  i£ 

ypu  could  not  for  your  oath  sake..    You.  ^e  l^re- 

jjust^  Iq  Herod's  condition  ;  anf]  if  you  should  puA  i^ 

in,  pi;a/^ti/c^  aS'  b^  di^.,  you,  will  be  something  li^ 

bim  hereftf|ie.r*  thpiiglii,  not  altogether  so  b^as.^. 

because  yojuf  oath  will  not  prodj^ce  so  bad.e^t^;i^ 

hjsdid;  but  you  will  have  $pU  eiipugh  iu  y9|Lir,inMiH^. 

b^r^,  besides  what  wil|,  fpllpur  Ijeijeafti^r  ;  tl^arefqri^rt 
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would  ddsirt,  and  provok<j  you  to  hearken  to  my 
iulvice^  and  jou  shall  do  welt,  atid  be  cleared  of  your 
b&th.    And  though   I  b6  but  a  mortal  nian  like 
Vbartelves,  yet,  being  a  chosen  prophet  of  the  Lord, 
it  shall  he  as  well  with  you,  if  you  bel 
toy  V6ice,  as  if  God  himself  had  Sf 
thetefbre  I  say  unto  you,  break  that  i 
n^nt  that  you  made  with  hell  &nd 
knget  and  passion  of  your  mind,   c 
thktter,  and  receive  your  daughter  int 
fetid  let  het  be  taken  into  your  affects 
d^  6rte  that  was  de^d,  and  is  alive  aga 
ft'ssure  you  your  sin,  in  making  such 
ihall  be  forgiven  you  of  God,  and 
jirophet,  And  be  forgiven  in  your  o^ 
and  you  shall  be  clear  from  this  oath, 
never  spoken  it ;  but  if  yoti  will  ndt  hearken  to  my 
advice  in  this  thing,  but  harden  your  heart  against 
it, /and  say^  within  yourself,  that  it  is  but  mortal 
man's    advice,  and   that  you   are   loth  to   believe, 
except  God  himself,  or  some  angel  from  heateni  did 
advise  you ;  1  tell  you  this,  that  neitlier  God  him- 
self, nor  angel  from  heaven,  will  never  speak  unto 
you,  nor  unto  no  man  else  upon  the  earth  at  this  day, 
therefore  do  not  expect  any  such  thing ;  for  if  you 
will  not  believe  me,  you  would  not  believe  if  orte 
should   come  from  heaven   and  speak   unto  you  ; 
therefore  consider  of  it,  and  so  do,  if  you  do  not 
hearken  unto  ifay  words ;  however,  yoUr  daughter 
shall  have  peace  of  mind,  and  you  shall  bear  the 
trottble  upoii  your  own  mind ;   but  if  you  do  hearken 
unto  my  words  and  advice,  then  both  you  and  yours 
^ay  be  ^11 ;  biit  in  case  you  do  not  hearken  unto 
iiiy  Words,  your  daughter  shall  havfe  peace  of  mind> 
arid  be  cleared  of  her  guilt,  and  cause  of  your  rash 
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path  and  promise^  and,  you  shall  bear  all  the  trouble 

upon  your  own  mind  ;  for  what  hath  parents  to  do  with 

children  that  are  free  as  thenaselves,  but  to  forgive 

them  their  offences  ;  the  law  of  God  and  the  law  of 

nature  doth  bind  parents  to  have  a. care  of  their  chil- 

e  them  their  offences,  and  not  to 

1  disown  them  in  a  pai^ion ;  but 

bound  to  have  a  care  of  parents ; 

^en  unto  my  words  and  advice  in 

eive  your  daughter  with  the  sam^ 

as  you  did  before  this  offence  was 

all  be  freed,  and   clear  from  anj 

,  concerning  your  vow  and   pro- 

,  as  if  you  had  never  made  any  at 

your  daughter  and  you  both  joy 

So  restethyour  fi^iend  in  what  I  may, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON^ 

.   May  14,  1672. 


A    Copy  of  a  Letter  sent  hy   the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
'    Muggkton  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Marsden,  of  Chester^ 
field.  May  20, 1672. 

Dear  Friend  in  the  true  Faith,  Elizabeth  Ma rsdem 

•  I  UNDERSTAND,  by  Mrs.  Carter,  you  are  very 
sickly  and  weakly,  and  that  you  have  had  yeiir  bad 
health  ever  since  you  were  married,  and  much  dis- 
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(bont^ot  of  .mind  ;  and^  that  you  have  a  dmrfi  that  t 
would  pray  for  you^  aod  that  you  might  .$ee  my 
&ce.once  more  before  you  go   hepce«    lam.visry; 
Borry  to  hear  of  your  illness  of  body,  apd  ,mor0.  ^^^ 
cially  that  you  should  have ,  discontent  of  mMd  ;  foe 
it  is  a  cpminon  thing  to  young  woi^eui  ;that  aiQ 
breeding,  to  be  sickly  and  weakly,  n^e^^tlji^r  c'4n  it  bo 
avoided ;  and  discontent  of  mind  dptth;  add  further  bdt 
the  weakness,  of  nature ;  and  peace,  and  quietne$$  of 
mind  doth  strengthen  nature.     For  thoughts  of  peace     | 
and  patience  send  forth  strength  into  the  fadoo^y  M^     \ 
strengthens:  nature,  and  makes  it  strong  to. ^icpupjter 
with  sickness  and  weakness  of  nature,  that  discontent 
and.  gri^  hath  produced  in  the  body.    So  .that  dis^ 
content  and  content  of  mind  doth  produce  both  their 
several  effects ;   so  that  the  case  is  thus,  as  Christ 
said  in  another  case.  To  him  that  hath  shall  be  gipenr 
and  to  him  that  hath  not,  shall  be  taken  of^fiyy  even,  ikut 
whicJi  he  hath  ;  t^47.  To  him  that  hath  peac^  and«oiir» 
tent  of  mind,  to  him  shall  be  given  more  peace  :«Bd 
content  of  mind  ;  because  content  and  peace  ^towsia 
him.    And  to  him  that  hath  not  that,  that  hath  nor 
peace  nor  content  pf  mind,  but  a  little  hope  in  him  |:o; 
attain  to  peace,  even  that  little hope.sh^U  be  takieni 
from  him,  ii^  that  this  discontent  in  the miod. shalL 
grow  so  strong,  tp  swallow  up  all  peace  aqd  coKitent 
of  mind  into  it,  until  it  brings  in  death;  and  in  this! 
sense  he  hath  not  peace ;  even  that  little,  of  nothing, 
which  he  hath,  shall  be  taken  from  him ;  that  is^ 
discontent  shall  taiie  peace  from  him.    I  speat^  thisi 
that  you  mjty  beware  of  discontents  ?^ild.  let  Inot 
that  enter  into  ypu  xxfncerning  worjdlyithiqgsj  ftuTi 
wordly  S01J9W  cajaseth  death;;  and  |  s^pplg^:  iji:  i» 
wordi|ir ttiingsth^qau^^d  this.d^^  imyo^ji  and) 

there  18  no  removing  it  out  of  you,  but  by  pvttingi 
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fceavenly  peace  ami  content  in  tbe  place.  Eet  pa^ 
tieace  possess  your  soul :  patience  is  a  great  virtue^ 
and  keeps  the  mind  in  peace;  and  Temember  thit 
days  of  oW,  wherein  I  blessed  you  unto  everiastirtg 
Uw.  Like^irifse  I  have  considered  your  faith  attd 
lo?e  U^  tbe  eonmiission  of  the  Spirit,  in  the  day 
whefeifi  you  were  but  as  a  child  for  agfe;  and  itiy 
Iktth  and  love  hath  continued  in  3rou  ever  since,  and 
shall  uphold  you.  Also  I  blessed  you  to  ttetnity 
wben  you  were  young,  and  that  blessing  sfaaU  remain 
with  fott  to  eternity. 

Therefore  let  not  your  faith  fail  you  iu  it,  but  look 
upon  it  as  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God  himself;  for 
God  hath  given  power  to  men  to  bless  and  curse  to 
eternify.  Therefore,  let  no  doubt  arise  in  your  heart 
of  your  eternal  happiness,  and  that  will  be  a  means  to 
strengthen  y^Kir  nature,  and  to  root  out  your  discon* 
.tent  of  midd,  and  settle  your  mind  in  patiende  and 
siiiMaiiasion  to  the  troubles  of  this  woHd  ;  and  then 
yiMifriU«ie$s  and  weakness  of  nature  will  be  eithei' 
better  bome^  or  yotir  nature  will  be  more  strengthefted 
toi«b*ar  the  troubles  of  this  Kfe.  And  this  wHl  be  as 
a.pra3^r  unto  God  for  yon;  for  my  commission  is 
noC  to  pnety  for  temporal  blessing^  :  I  never  did  pray 
for  iienAperal  blessings  fbr  myself;  but  the  spirrtua! 
btesfiii^  of  peace  with  God,  and  assurance  of  eternal 
life,  hath'  AlirByt  helped  and  strencAened  me  in  thef 
natural ;  ioid  so  it  hath  several  others  of  this  £atith, 
and  so  it  sbati  you ;  therefore  let  fiiith  and  patience 
karre  its  perfect  work  in  3rou,  and  you  will  do  wtfflf. 
And  as  for  your  desire  to  see  my  face  once  more  be- 
fore you  go  hence :  to  this  I  ss^,  I  could  have  been( 
very  glad  to  have  seen  your  fiace  tJiis  summer,  andf 
did  intend  to  hare  seen  the  facto  of  all  ourfKedds 
i)}>«ihesjs  part*   this'  summer;     but  here  are  iteW 
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troubles  fidlen  out  here  in  London  since  Christmas, 
of  wars  and  rumours  of  wars  at  sea,  and  pressing  of 
men,  that  it  is  like  to  be  a  very  bad  summer  with 
most  people  for  want  of  trade,  both  by  sea  and  land  ; 
Sathati  tbtnfc  not  to  go  out  of  London  tliis  sdmmet: 
9£Aid«A,  my  wi&  is*  to  go  inid  Kent,  to  see  her  rela- 
tions, this  summer  ;  and  I  am  loth  to  leave  the  house 
with  nobody  in  it.  But,  however,  be  you  of  good 
comfort ;  it  sJukU  be  well  with  you  in  the  eftd,.  though 
you  never  see  me  more.  Yet  you  may  not  be  with^ 
Qujb  ho^  of  that ;  for  providence  may  order  things 
so^tllat  I  may  see  yotir  face,  and  the  fiices  of  othersi 
tt>  my  joy  hereafiter,  and  yoturs;  for  I  am  well  at 
pnetettt,  and  I  ttustyou  may  be  pneservad  in  health. 
SOy  mth  the  blessing  of  Uie  true  Gad,  the  LcMril 
JeMift  Christ,  the  blessing  of  <^e  true  proohet  rest 
uploa  yoa,  and  preserve  yiau,  boikfa  >n  thi»  lifo^  and^itf 
tfadlifetocDme^    I  rest 

^  Yoiir  frtfend  in  the  ttae  FaiiBh, 

;     LODQWICKE  MUGGLEWNl   ' 

P0%ief%  London,  May  20,  1W«. 

I     ,  .  .  .'It. 

PIS.  My  wife  rem^mbeps  her  l<^e  untip  yotr.  . 


)   /  ■    .      •      ■  •     '■ '  •    '       <   ■     . '  1  r  .  J *  ■ .  .        '    ■ ' 
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^  Cqpypf  ^  Miter  written  ^  thf  Prophet  J^dprnck^ 

'  Muggktm  to  Mr^.  Dorothy  Carter^  of  HSieUet^Ui 

kKated  August  SOy  1672,  aiJoUoweth.        /  •      ^ 

JDmrl  Pr:iemi  in  the  eternal  Truth fDoroihjf  C^  - 

r  I  i  RECEIVED  yoiir  letter,  bearing  4ate  4iugast 
Jfllth,  1Q72.  And  these  are  to  certify  youi- that  lam' 
very^  ywM'm  health  at  present,  aad  so  is  m^  wife^  and 
ViiQit  firieindsaisoliare  in  London^  I  ws\b  indeed  at. 
Cambridge  .tt.Whitaantide,  about  a  mbtidli^  andafker 
i..€AnieiipQi[theBcae,) illy: wife  went  tntoXeot  toaee- 
J^rixQlatioidS';  landisAie  returned  agftin  two  week^' 
since,  so  that  now  we  have  doile  with  tbe<couatry  for 
this  year.  And  as  for  your  dream  you  spoke  of,  I 
perceive  you  g^ve  too  jBueh  heed  unto  1^  do  let 

your  mind  be  too  much  exercised  in  thjs  belief  of  it ; 
I  do.confes^.  \n^  times ^past^  tbat^me  dreams  bave 
be^h  of  great  conCemnienti  when  it  Wth  concerned 
the  glory  of  God,  as  Joseph^  in  his  dream,  saw  tb? 
sun,  moon,  and  eleven  stars  bow  down  themselvea 
unto  h^^  that,  wa^  his  fathet^  ,a&d  mother),^  ^Ikd.  idtf^en 
brethren,  should  bow  themselves  unto  him.  Also 
that  dream  of  Pharaoh  King  of  Egypt,  was  of  gret 
concernment  for  the  glory  of  God;  likewise  the 
dream  of  Nebuchadnezzar  King  of  Babylon  was  of 
Ipreat  concernment  for  the  ^ory  of  God,  when 
mterpreted  by  Daniel ;  likewise  Joseph,  when  he  was 
espoused  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  he  was  forewarned  by 
an  angel  in  a  dream,  not  to  put  away  his  wife.  Other 
places  might  be  named^  so  that  in  the  days  of  6ld, 
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and  in  times  past,  some  dreams  have  been  of  great 
concernment, and  have  been  much  minded;  so  that 
the  interpreter  of  dreams  hath  been  highly  honoured 
of  God,  and  honoured  of  kings,  and  of  all  men  ;  not 
he  that  dreamed  a  dream,  but  he  that  could  inter- 
pret dreams.  Also  let  this  be  considered,  that 
dreams  have  been  always  minded  in  such  a  time  when 
there  was  no  prophet  upon  the  earth ;  as  Joseph, 
when  he  dreamed  a  dream,  it  was  before  the  law  of 
Moses  was  given  ;  and  that  dream  of  Pharaoh  king 
of  Egypt,  interpreted  by  Joseph,  it  was  before  Moses, 
the  first  prophet  that  God  chose :  and  that  dream  of 
the  king  of  Babylon,  which  Daniel  did  interpret,  it 
was  when  there  was  no  prophet  in  Israel ;  for  Daniel 
lived  among  the  heathen,  for  it  was  the  heathen 
that  did  generally  mind,  take  notice,  and  follow 
dreams.  Therefore,  when  they  were  frightful  of 
dreams,  they  sought  to  their  magicians  and  astro- 
logers to  interpret  their  dreams,  and  those  were  all 
the  prophets  the  heathens  had ;  and  as  for  Joseph 
being  forewarned  in  a  dream  by  the  angel,  it  was 
when  there  was  no  prophet  nor  apostle  upon  the 
earth;  Therefore  this  is  to  be  raindfed,  that  di^eams 
ought  not  to  take  place  in  any  man's  heart,  that  is  a 
believer  in  a  commission,  or  in  a  true  prophet :  for 
those  that  followed  the  law  of  Moses,  and  hearkened 
to  the  prophets,  never  heeded  dreams,  nor  minded 
them  at  all.  So  after  Christ  came,  and  the  apostle* 
commission  was  believed,  they  never  minded  dreams 
so  as  to  trouble  their  thoughts  about  them :  so  like- 
wise we  that  are  under  the  commission  of  the  Spirit, 
are  not  to  mind  them  at  all ;  for,  if  a  dream  does 
arise  in  a  man's  sleep,  let  him  tell  it  as  a  dream,  but 
let  him  give  no  credit  nor  heed  unto  it,  for  dreams 
will  arise  through  the  occasion  of  troubles  and  griefs, 
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aad  if  they  are  not  minded,  the^  will  past  away  at 
if  they  had  never  been  ;  for  this  I  can  say,  I  have 
had  many  such  like  dreams  as  yours  is,  but  gave  no 
heed  unto  them,  for  I  know  your  mind  hath  been 
exercised  of  late  with  many  troubles  and  grief  of 
heart,  in  the  death  of  your  daughter  and  son,  and 
other  troubles  which  hath  overwhelmed  your  spirit ; 
and  grief  hath  raised  this  dream  out  of  your  troubled 
spuL  Therefore  I  sa^  unto  you,  take  no  heed  to 
your  dream,,  but  be  of  good  comfort,  that  your  days 
may  be  continued  in  this  world,  to  do  yet  some  more 
good  before  you  go  hence  ;  knowing  that  you  shall 
receive  a  portion  in  that  everlasting  kingdom  above 
the  stars,  which  is  not  made  with  hands,  but  eternal 
in  the  heavens,  because  you  have  believed  his  pro- 
phet's report. 

As  for  my  advice  about  Sarah  Hatter,  it  is,  that 
you  would  keep  her  till  her  time  is  out,  and  if  you 
will  not  keep  her  longer,  you  must  turn  her  home  to 
her  father,  and  her  father  must  provide  some  other 
place  for  her,  for  he  is  not  able  to  give  her  diet 
for  a  year,  not  for  a  week,  as  I  can  perceive  ;  poor 
man,  he  cannot  give  himself  diet,  (not  half  enough) 
but  goeth  with  many  an  hungry  meal  in  a  month, 
nay  in  a  week,  for  ought  I  can  perceive.  Therefore, 
I  would  advise  you  to  take  no  thought  for  her,  what 
she  shall  do  when  you  are  gone  ;  leave  that  to  provi- 
dence,  your  conscience  bears  you  witness,  and  so  doth 
his  conscience  bear  witness,  that  you  have  been  more 
like  a  mother  than  a  mistress  while  you  lived  ;  and 
while  you  do  live,  let  that  satisfy  as  to  that  matter. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Betty  Marsden  is  pretty  welJ, 
let  her  be  of  good  comfort,  and  all  will  be  well  with 
her,  both  in  this  world,  and  in  the  world  to  come. 

I  do  intend,  if  providence  permit,  to  come  to  NoU 
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tiii^ham,  dnd  perbap$  to  Cheste^eld,  the  next 
dpriiig  ;  and  then  I  intend  to  s^^ou  I  hope  all  well, 
to  *ny  joy  and  comfort.  Before  1  close  this  letter,  I 
will  give  you  a  little  hint  of  that  which  hath  hap* 
|)ened  here  in  London,  amongst  the  believers  of  this 
Cdmmission  of  the  spirit,  (it  is  above  a  year  since  it 
first  begun,  it  may  be  you  have  heard  nothing  of  it. 
There  hath  been  a  great  rebellion  against  me,  for  \ 
fk^me  hard  words  that  I  have  spoken  in  discourse,  1 
M)me  have  gathered  them  up  together,  and  laid  them  ^ 
9($  a  charge  against  me,  whereby  they  drew  a  party 
firbm  me  to  cleave  unto  them,  so  that  some  were  for 
me,  and  for  those  assertions  that  they  drew  up  against 
me,  and^ome  were  against  me,  and  against  those  as^ 
sertions  ;  so  that  there  was  great  strife  amongst  the 
believers,  insomuch  that  I  was  forced  to  see  who 
would  be  on  my  side  ;  who,  and  that  whoever  did, 
those,  with  those  rebels,  let  them  be  rich  or  poor, 
I  would  cast  them  off.  There  were  four  conspirators 
in  this  rebellion,  the  rebellion  was  hatched  when  I 
was  absent  from  home,  when  the  King's  messengers 
sought  after  me,  when  they  took  away  the  books  : 
the  names  of  the  rebels  were  these,  William  Medgate, 
Verivener;  Mr.  Whitehill,  Thomas  Burton  the 
younger,  and  Walter  Bohenan  the  Scotsman ;  these 
four  were  the  grand  rebels,  for  which  rebellion  I 
damned  two  of  them,  and  the  other  two  I  did  excom- 
municate; three  of  these  were  believers,  and  the 
other  seemed  to  believe  also  ;  but  one  of  those  that 
was  excommunicated,  namely  Thomas  Burton,  re- 
pented of  his  rebellion,  and  asked  forgiveness,  so  I 
received  him  into  favour  again  ;  so  that  all  those  that 
were  drawn  away  in  the  rebellion  are  returned  to  me 
again,  only  those  three,  William  Medgate,  be  stands 
excommunicated  still,  and  is  hardened  in  his  rebel- 
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1ion»  80  that  I  have  little  hope  of  bis  return*  And  for 
Mr.  Whitehill  the  brewer,  and  Walter  Bohenan,  they 
two  are  cut  off  for  ever :  for  Walter  Bohenan  hath 
acted  the  highest  rebellion  that  ever  was  acted,  since 
Korah,  Dathan,  and  Abiram  against  Moses;  for 
which  cause  I  have  given  orders  to  all  the  believers 
in  London  and  Cambridgeshire,  and  elsewhere,  not  to 
eat  and  drink  with  him,  nor  trade  with  him  at  all, 
as  is  more  largely  exprest  the  causes  why,  in  the 
letter  I  wrote  to  him.  Also  I  have  answered  those 
nine  assertions  which  William  Megdate  hath  drawn 
up  against  me,  and  the  cause  of  his  excommunica- 
tion something  large,  which  hath  given  great  satis- 
faction to  all  the  believers  that  have  heard  them^ 
which  hath  established  their  minds  more  firm  upon 
thexommission  of  the  Spirit  tlian  before. 

I  thought  good  to  give  you  an  account,  and  a  hint, 
of  what  hath  happened  this  year's  time ;  this  rebel- 
lion liath  caused  me  much  writing  since,  because 
many  of  the  believers  would  have  one  of  the  writings 
to  themselves,  to  peruse  at  their  own  pleasures: 

This  is  all  I  have  to  say  at  present,  only  my  dear 
love  to  yourself  and  Betty  M^rsden,  with  my  wife's 
love  presented  to  you  both,  and  to  all  friends  else 
there  with  you. 

I  rest  and  remain  your  friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE   MUGGLETON- 

From  the  Postemy  London,  August  30,  1672. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


357 


A    Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Propliet  Lod&wicke 
Muggleton^  to  one  William  King  a  Quaker,  who  came 
from  New  England^  dated  from  London^  October  3, 
1672. 

WmmnKing^ 

I  AM  informed,  that  you  have  been  a  Qimker 
io  New  England,  and  that  you  have  been  moved, 
(as  you  say  J  of  the  Lord,  and  sent  with  a  message 
from  him  into  Old  England  ;  to  reprove  and  fore- 
i?ara  those  people  called  Quakers,  and  others,  of 
some  miscarriages  and  bad  accounts  you  know  against 
them,  and  pretend  to  declare  against  them.  But  I 
understand  the  Quakers  people  will  not  hearken  un-* 
to  your  message,  nor  own  that  the  Lord  hath  sent 
you,  but  look  upon  you  as  a  deceived  person  ;  and 
that  your  message  is  forged,  and  out  of  your  own 
imagination,  and  madness  of  your  own.. brains^ 
making  a  disturbance  in  the  Quakers  meetings : 
what,  IS  Satan  divided  against  Satan,  how  then  can 
his  kingdom  stand  ?  Were  not  you  of  that  faith ,  as 
they  are,  how  is  it  then  that  you  find  fault  with  them  ? 
Is  not  your  God  and  their  God  the  same  ?  Is  pot  your 
Devil  and  their  Devil  the  same  ?  Is  not  the  light  of, 
Christ  within  them  their  only  God  and  Saviour,. and 
is  not  yours  the  same  ?  There  is  no  difference  be- 
tween them  and  you  in  point  of  doctrine,  why  then 
should  you  fall  out,  and  find  fault  one  with  another  ? 
Cannot  you  let  them  alone  in  point  of  practice  },Xi 
your  practice  be  better  than  theirs,  the  comfprt  will 
be  yours  :  so  that  you  need  not  to  have  taken  the 
pains  to  have  corae  so  far  from  New  England,  to 
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Old  EUigland,  to  deliver  such  an  ignorant  foolish  mes-- 
sage,  from  the  Lord  and  light  within  jou. 

Also  I  am  informed,  that  you  have  raged,  railed, 
and  reviled  against  me  and  the  doctrine  declared  by 
me  :  I  have  beard  of  your  wicked  and  blasphemous 
speeches  aeainst  me,  and  the  doctrine  declared  by 
me,  several  times;  and  I  did  patiently  bear  with 
you,  but  being  informed  lately  of  your  exceeding 
great  wrath  and  railing,  and  high  blasphemy  against 
that  true  doctrine  declared  by  me.  i  ou  sai^  it  was 
blasph^ny  to  say  that  God  died  ;  doth  not  the 
Scripture  say  that  Christ  died,  and  poured  out  bis 
soul  unto  death,  and  dare  you  say,  that  Christ  was 
not  God  and  man  ?  The  Uhurch  of  England  doth 
own  that  Christ  was  God  and  man,  and  that  b^ 
died  and  rose  again,  and  ascended  up  to  heaven ; 
thifif  vs  that  Alpha  and  Omega,  who  was  dead,  and  is 
alive,  and  behold  he  liveth  for  evermore,  as  in  the 
Revelation  :  this  is  he  that  poured  out  his  s6ul  unto 
death,  as  he  was  God  and  Man,  and  by  this  blooJ  of 
Christ  is  my  conscience  sprinkled  and  cleansed  from 
all  tin,  and  by  faith  in  this  blood,  am  I  justified,  sane- 
t^ed,  and  shall  be  glorified.  Also  you  rage  and  rail 
aft  me,  for  saying  that  God  hath  elected  some  men  to 
Ovation,  and  reprobated  some  to  damnation,  before 
they  were  bom :  this  you  say  is  homd  blasphemy, 
and  call  me  fool  and  ideot,  and  simple,  silly  ignorant 
man. 

"To  this  I  say,  is  not  the  Scripture  full  to  prove, 
that  Gtxl  hath  dected  some  from  the  foundation  of 
the  wturld  to  life  and  salvation,  and  some  be  hath  re- 
|>robated  and  ordained  of  old,  for  eternal  condemna- 
tion, even  the  seed  of  the  serpent,  of  whom  I  know 
you  are  one,  that  was  reprobated  in  your  seed  before 
you  were  born :  for  now  the  seed  of  the  serpent  doth 
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reply  against  God,  and  say»  why  hast  thou  made  nie 
thus;  as  you  have  done,  charging  Grod  with  un- 
righteousness ;  for  this  I  say,  God  hath  a  preroga-* 
tive  power,  and  is  above  all  law,  and  may  do  with  his 
creatures  as  the  potter  doth  with  dead  clay ;  make 
one  vessel  to  honour,  and  another  to  dishonour, .  for 
his  own  glory.  And  what  if  God  willingly  make  you 
a  vessel  of  wrath  fitted  tor  distruction,  (that  is,  eter- 
nal torments)  as  I  know  you  are,  how  will  you  help 
it?  And  if  God  willingly  hath  made  me  a  vessel  of 
mercy,  fitted  for  eternal  happiness,  as  I  know  I  am, 
being  of  the  seed  of  Adam,  how  should  I  prevent  it  ? 
For  God  doth  every  thing  for  his  own  glory,  and  God 
will  be  as  much  honoured  in  your  eternal  damnation^ 
as  in  my  eternal  happiness  and  salvation ;  for  if  I  bad 
not  known  such  serpents  as  you  are  damned,  I  should 
never  have  known  my  own  salvation,  nor  the  s^lva^ 
tion  of  others.  For  this  I  know,  that  God's  glory 
would  be  eclipsed,  if  the  seed  of  the  serpent,  (such  ais 
you  are)  should  not  be  damned  ;  for  if  all  s}iould  be 
saved,  then  the  glory  of  salvation  would  be  lost,  be* 
cause  b^  that  is  saved  is  delivered  from  twmeot ; 
and  if  all  men  were  damned^  then  none  conld  give 
glory  unto  God,  nor  praise  him  for  his  mercy.  So 
that  there  is  a  necessity  that  the  seed  of  the  serpent 
(such  as  you  are)  should  bedaronied,  and  that  the  seed 
of  Adam  should  be  saved,,  else  God  would  have  no 
glory  by  his  redeemed  onep,  if  »ot  redeemed  from 
iiell  and  eternal  tonpents. 

These  and  many  4>ther  thm^  written  hgt  Ufk^  the 
witnesses  of  the  Spirit,  ypu  b»ve  e^poJien  $gaiffft» 
whicji  wouM  be  too  todioBfr  to  reheawiei  Wfc  yoto  h^e 
s3aew^  yo^r^lf  pll«ily  wfml  w^i  you  are  oft  a«4  I 
haying  perfect  koowledg*  wh»tyoii  art,  a»4  what  y^ 
sl^all >^  hfirpaifter,  I  s&jl.  proceed  ngwwt  yo^^Or 
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cording  to  your  wickedness  :  for  you  have-  nig^, 
railed,  and  reviled  at  me  without  a  cause,  in  that 
you  have  called  me  fool,  simple,  ignorant  roan,  think- 
ing yourself  wise;  you  should  have  donie  as  the 
apostle  saith,  suflfer  fools  gladly,  yet  that  foolishness  of 
mine  hath  brought  down  the  wisdom  of  many,  and 
it  shall  bring  down  your  wisdom,  even  to  the  lowest 
hell.  Likewise  you  have  railed  against  the  true  God 
declared  by  me,  and  have  blasphemed  against  the 
true  God  that  is  in  the  form  and  person  of  a  man  : 
you  have  slighted  such  a  God,  you  have  denied  that 
Christ  was  God  become  flesh,  you  have  blasphe- 
mously said,  that  Christ's  soul  did  not  die,  and  the 
same  that  died  did  rise  again,  and  ascend  up  into 
glory.  Likewise,  you  have  reproached  the  living 
God,  denying  his  prerogative  power  to  elect  men  to 
salvation  that  are  the  seed  of  Adam,  and  to  reprobate 
some  men,  who  are  the  seed  of  the  serpent,  to  eter* 
nal  damnation  before  they  were  born :  you  call  the 
prerogative  power  of  God  unrighteousness,  you  say 
every  man  may  be  saved  if  he  will.  These,  and  se- 
veral other  wicked  reproaches,  and  railing,  and  blas- 
phemous speeches,  have  you  uttered  out  of  your 
mouth  agamst  me,  and  against  God :  for  God  hath 
chosen  me  to  declare  his  mind,  and  not  you  ;  and  in 
as  much  as  you  have  reviled,  reproached,  and  blas^ 
phemed  against  me,  and  the  true  doctrine  declared 
by  me,  you  have  reviled,  reproached,  and  blasphemed 
against  God.  You  have  done  by  me  even  as  Rab- 
shekah  did  to  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah,  as  in  Isaiah 
xxxviii.  4.  He  sent  to  reproach  the  living  God,  so  He- 
zekiah spread  his  blasphemous  letter  before  the  Lord^ 
and  prayed  unto,  hitn  to  hear  all  the  words  of  Sena- 
cherib,  which  he  sent  to  reproach  the  living  God  ;  as 
in  the  17th  verse,  so  23d  verse,  Whom  hmt  thou  re- 
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pro^ched  and  blasphemed^  and  against  whom  hast  thoU 
exalted  thy  voice  ?  even  against  the  holy  one  of  Israel. 
24th  verse.  By  thy  servant  hast  thou  reproached  the 
Lord.  29th  verse,  /  know  thy  rage  against  me.  So 
likewise  hath  your  imaginary  God  without  a  body, 
sent  you,  William  King,  out  of  New  England  into  Old 
England,  to  reproach  the  living  God,  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  And  I  have  spread  your  blasphemous  words 
before  the  Lord,  and  do  believe  he  will  hear  all  the  . 
Words  wherewith  you  have  reproached  the  living 
Ood;  for  whom  have  you  reproached  and  blas- 
phemed, and  against  whom  have  you  exalted  your 
voice  ^  even  against  the  very  true  God  Christ  Jesus, 
who  is  in  the  form  of  a  man  :  this  is  that  God  whom 
I  serve,  and  by  whose  power  I  do  act ;  by  him  the 
worlds  were  made,  and  without  him  was  nothing  made 
that  was  made.  And  this  is  the  Lord  you  have  re- 
proached and  blaspheijied,  for  I  know  your  ragejs 
against  him  ;  if  he  were  in  my  place,  you  would  say 
to  him  as  you  do  to  me :  and  seeing  God  hath  chosen 
me  his  last  true  prophet  and  witness  of  the  Spirit^ 
and  hath  set  me  in  his  place  here  on  earth,  to  give 
judgment  upon  all  proud  blasphemous  despising 
spirits,  who  blaspheme  against  the  living  God,  as  you 
have  done  in  a  high  nature  ;  therefore,  in  obedience 
to  my  commission  from  God,  for  the  aforesaid  raging 
and  railing  against  me,  and  reproaches  and  blasphe-- 
mies  against  God,  I  do  pronounce  William  King 
cursed  and  damned,  soul  and  body,  from  the  presence 
of  God,  elect  men  and  angels,  to  eternity.  Deliver 
yourself  from  this  curse  if  you  can  :  that  Grod  which 
sent  you  hither  cannot ;.  nor  the.  true  God  will  not 
deliver  you  from  that  judgment  and  sentence  I  have 
passed  upon  you,  and  you  shall  know  to  your  endlesft 
paia  and  shame,  tliat  God  hath  chosen  mortal  man^ 
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like  yourself,  whom  yoa  have  reviled ;  and  bath  given 
him  power  to  curse  you  to  eternity,  and  none  shall 
deliver  you  from  it  :  for  your  soul  shall  die  two 
deaths^  Uie  first  death  is  natural,  the  second  death  is 
eternal ;  and  when  God  shall  raise  you  again  in  the 
resurrection,  which  will  not  be  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
to  the  dead,  so  that  you  shall  pass  through  the  first 
death  into  the  second  death,  where  the  worm  of  con« 
science  shall  never  die  nor  the  fire  of  hell  shall 
never  go  out,  in  utter  darkness,  where  is  weeping  and 
gnashing  of  teeth  for  evermore.  And  you  shau  re* 
member  you  were  told  so  by  the  last,  true  prophdt 
and  witnesss  of  the  Spirit. 

Wriiien  by  me, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Oeiober9,W72. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowickc 
Muggleton  to  Mr.  Thomas  Tompkinson,   bearing  date 
from  London,  October  16,  iGji. 

Lwmgand  land  Friend  in  the  true  FaUky  Thomoi  Tompkimem^ 

THIS  is  to  certify  you,  that  I  received  your 
kind  token  of  love,  the  cheese  ;  and  we  give  you 
many  thanks  for  it.  Also  I  have  now  sent  you  the 
^  answer  of  the  assertions,  and  the  true  copy  of  these 
nine  assertions  that  William  Medgate  wrote  to  me, 
with  hks  own  hand ;  also  I  have  sent  you  the  tetter 
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that  I  sent  to  Walter  Bohenan^  the  Scotsman^  in  an- 
swer to  bis  rebellious  letters.  I  have  placed  Meg- 
date's  nine  assertions  in  the  beginning,  and  Walter 
Bohenan's  letter  at  the  latter  end,  desiring  you,  that 
if  Walter  should  happen  to  come  to  see  you,  that 
you  would  not  let  him  see  the  answer  to  the  asser- 
tiotas,  for  the  rebels  are  mad,  because  they  cannot  see 
them.  I  could  not  send  them  to  you  sooner,  because 
several  believers  have  desired  them  before  I  could 
write  them.  So  having  no  more  at  present,  being  in 
haste,  I  shall  take  leave,  only  my  love,  and  my  wife's 
love,  remembered  unto  yourself,  and  to  your  wife, 
and  all  friends  else  in  the  Bstith  there  with  you. 

I  rest  your  friend  in  the  true  fkith^ 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Tki  PotterHy  London f 
Oa.  l&A,  1678. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  hy  the  Prophet  Lodorokke 
Muggleton  to  Mr.  Thomas  Tompkinson^  of  Slade-- 
house,  in  Staffordshire,  bearing  date  from  London, 
January  19,  1673. 

Loving  Friend^  Thomas  Tompkbiton, 

I  SAW  your  letter  to  Mr.  Delamame,  wherein 
you  desire  some  of  my  advice ;  I  do  not  know  well 
the  ground  of  this  matter  to  give  advice  in,  but  so  far 
as  I  understand  by  yotfr  letter,  I  shall  give  what  ad^ 
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vic(?  I  can.    I  perceive  there  is  three  particularsithat'^ 
causeth  your  landlord  to  take  an  occasion  agaiast^ 
you:   First ^  Because  you  did  not  pay  the  tax  he  was ^ 
to  pay,  and  bear  the  loss  yourself.     As  to  this  you 
did  wisely,  in  that  you  did  not  keep  to  the  letter  of 
the  law,  that  is,  to  the  act  of  parliament,  and  have 
paid  no  tax  for  your  landlord  at  all,  but  have  strained 
his  cattle  for  it ;  likewise  I  perceive  you  have  stopt 
some  of  your  landlord's  rent  in  lieu  of  the  tax  yQu 
have  laid  out  for  him,  which  cannot  be  justified  by^ 
law ;   but  what  tax  you  paid  for  your  land  that  was 
for  your  landlord  to  pay,  the  law  will  bear  you  out.; 
but  to  stop  rent  for  other  disbursements  you  laid  out 
for  your  landlord,  will  not  stand  good  in  law,  there- 
fore it  is  dangerous  for  collectors  to  pay^  taxes  for 
other  men,  except  it  be  as  far  as  his  own  tax  for  his 
landlord ;  but  perhaps  the  court  will  take  it  into  con- 
sideration, seeing  the  tax  was  for  the  king,  and  they 
will  perceive  the  dishonesty  of  your  landlord,  for  it 
will  be  a  great  disparagement  to  a  person  of  honour 
to  have  such  a  wicked  deceit  discovered  and  made 
appear  in  open  court,  and  perhaps  the  court  may  re- 
lieve you,  seeing  the  tax  was  for  the  king. 

.  Secondly.  You  speak  as  if  your  cattle  had  committed 
some  trespass  upon  your  lord's  grounds  ;  as  to.tbat^ 
I  suppose  may  be  referred  to  men  that  know  what 
damage  your  landlord  hath  sustained,  and, what  they 
judge  you  shall  give  to  satisfy  him  for  the  trespass 
done,  do  you  pay  it,  and  let  no  money  be  spent  in 
law  in  that  business.  I  suppose  these  two  things  may 
be  blown  over  with  a  little  charge,  and  that  the  land- 
lord and  the  priest  knows  well  enougl)^;  but  that 
which  they  think  to  do  most  mischief  ia  is  about 
spiritual  matters,  for  not  going  to  churchy  and  h9^ 
tizing  your  child,  and  such  like,  and  that  willa4^|^1^- 
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te^  them  nothing  at  all  but  1o  do  you  a  mischief, 
neither  can  that  disinherit  you  of  your  right  in  the 
temporal,  nor  prevent  him  from  paying   you  that 
which  he  oweth  you,  therefore  I  shall  inform  you  in 
some  measure  the  strength  of  the  spiritual  court. 
First,  they  have  power  to  proceed  so  far  as  to  excom- 
munication, and  when  they  have  done  so,  you  may 
go  to  the  proctor  of  the  court,  and  take  it  off  for 
money  as  Mrs.  Carter  did  ;  she  stood  excommimicate 
several  years,  and    took  it   off  at  last  for   twenty 
shillings ;  and  Mr.  Sudbury  was  the  like  when  he  was 
alive,  and  his  was  sued  to  a  Capienda  writ,  yet  he  got 
it  off  for  fifty  shillings ;  but  the  spiritual  court  itself 
doth  commonly  proceed  no  further  than  a  bare  ex- 
communication, except  some  envious  person  will  be 
at  the  charge  to  sue  out  a  Capienda  writ,  and  that 
they  sue  out  here  at  London ;  all  Capienda  writs  are 
fetched  out  of  the  High  Court  of  Chancery,  the  writ 
doth  cost  thirty  shillings  itself,  besides  other  charges ; 
and  when  they  have  got  it,  they  must  have  the  hands 
of  several  bishops  of  two  or  three  courts,  and  he  that 
layeth  out  this  money  never  hath  one  penny  of  it 
»gain  if  itbe  executed,  so  that  except  a  man  were 
made  up  of  nothing  but  malice,  he  would  never  put 
himself  to  that  trouble,  charge,  and  vexation  of  spi- 
rit, to  have  nothing  else  for  his  pains  and  charge ; 
and  when  a  Capienda  writ  is  executed  upon  the  person 
of  a  man,  it  cannot  take  awayof  hiscattle  nor  goods, 
nor  hinder  a  man  of  his  right  in  any  suit  of  law,  ex- 
cept it  be  for  paying  of  tithes  and  other  church  duties ; 
but  for  the  things  aforesaid,  for  not  going  to  church, 
nor  baptizing  children,  that,  writ  doth  not  touch  the 
estate  of  a  man,  nor  take  away  his  right  in  law,  only 
this,  if  a  man  have  this  writ  sued  out  upon  him,  if  he 
<>verthro)¥  the  adversary,  the  judge  and  jury  will  give 
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him  the  debt  and  charges,  for  the  court  cannot  give 
away  a  man's  just  cause  and  right  because  he  is  ex- 
communicated, but  this  a  Capienda  writ  will  hinder 
the  man,  that  he  cannot  have  an  execution  upon  his 
adversary's  person  nor  goods  until  the  excommunica- 
tion be  taken  off.  There  was  an  example  of  this 
awhile  ago,  there  was  a  widow-woman,  a  friend  of 
ours  in  Kent,  and  there  was  a  neighbour  of  her's  that 
was  at  law  with  her  about  a  field  that  joined  to  her's, 
and  she  was  an  excommunicated  person  a  great  while  ; 
the  suit  was  brought  to  trial,  her  adversary  put  him- 
self to  the  charge  of  a  Capienda  writ  against  her,  think- 
ing that  she  should  not  have  had  the  benefit  of  the 
law  by  reason  of  that  writ,  but  the  judge  and  jury 
gave  her  the  verdict  against  him  both  debt  and 
charges,  only  she  could  not  have  an  execution  granted 
her  upon  his  person  nor  goods  until  she  had  taken 
the  excommunication  off,  which  she  did,  and  it  cost 
her  four  pounds  to  take  it  off,  and  then  her  adversary 
paid  what  the  court  ordered^  for  a  Ccpienda  writ  is 
only  for  the  person  of  a  man ;  and  if  it  be  served 
upon  a  man  bv  officers,  there  is  no  bail  to  be  taken, 
he  must  pay  the  debt,  and  the  charges,  promise  to 
conform,  or  else  go  to  prison  ;  but  no  goods  can  be 
touched  except  a  man  be  sued  to  an  ouUawry,  which 
must  be  some  extraordinary  occasion. 

Thus  I  have  given  you  a  hint  of  the  effects  of  a 
Capienda  writ.  N^ow  I  shall  write  Jt  few  words  to 
satisfy  you,  that  my  answer  to  William  Penn's  book 
is  got  safe  out  of  tne  press,  but  with  great  charge 
and  difficulty ;  the  volume  is  pretty  large,  nineteen 
sheets  and  an  half,  and  there  is  variety  of  matter  in 
it  that  is  new,  never  written  before,  very  pleasant  to 
read;  the  books  are  half  a  crown  a-piece,  I  will  not 
let  one  gq  under  to  friend  nor  stranger,  therefore  if 
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you  please  to  make  those  frieieods  acquainted  with  it 
that  will  go  to  the  price  of  ft,  let  them  send  money, 
Und  I  will  send  as  many  of  them  as  the  money  doth 
amount  to  at  half  a  crown  a-piece*  You  wrote  to  me 
a  great  while  ago  for  a  book  bound  altogether  for  our 
friend  Thomas  HalU  I  sent  you  an  answer  of  that  letter 
concerning  that  book,  but  I  have  heard  no  answer 
of  it"never  since. 

This  is  all  at  present,  only  my  love,  with  my  wife's 
love,  remembered  unto  yourself  and  wife,  and  all 
Mends  else  in  the  fiiith  there  with  you. 

I  rest  your  friend  in  the  eternal' truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Tkc  Poitem^  London^ 
January  9, 1673. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  the  Prophet  Lodoteicke 
Muggieton   to  William  Penn,  Q^aker9  bearing  date 
'  from  London^  January  2S,  1673# 

William  Penny  Quaker^  that  blaspheming  reprobaie  Dtfoily 

I  THOUGHT  good  to  send  thee  an  answer  of 
thy  wicked  anti-christian  pamphlet,  where  thee 
mayest  be  convinced,  though  not  converted,  but  the 
more  hardened  in  thy  blasphemy  against  the  true 
God  in  the  form  of  a  man ;  and  that  sentence  and 
judgment  that  I  passed  upon  you,  in  the  discourse 
between  us,  may  be  more  surdy  established  upon 
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your  heart,  even  so  strongly,  that  your  God,  that  is 
an  infinite  formless  spirit  without  a  body,  cannot  re- 
voke it,  nor  take  it  off  you  to  eternity ;  and  you  shall 
find  these  heavenly  secrets,  which  you  call  foolish 
dreams  and  impostures,  to  be  too  strong  for  your 
anti-christian  spirit  of  reason  the  devil  in  you,  which 
you  call  God  ;  neither  can  I  wish  for  your  soul's  sake, 
that  you  may  think  in  time,  and  have  a  deep  repent- 
ance, and  come  to  find  forgiveness  with  the  true  God, 
because  I  Icnow  he  did  reprobate  you  in  the  seed  of 
the  serpent ;  and  that  you  are  predestinated  in  the 
seed  to  blaspheme  against  the  true  God,  as  made 
man  in  his  own  image  and  likeness,  that  you  might 
justly  be  damned  to  eternity;  so  that,  if  it  were  pos- 
sible that  you  should  be  convinced  now,  I  have  given 
sentence  upon  you  for  your  blasphemy,  I  then  must 
of  necessity  be  damned  if  you  believe  ;  but  I  know  in 
whom  I  have  believed,  in  that  God  that  hath  given 
me  power  to  give  sentence  upon  such  anti-christian 
devils,  that  deny  the  body  and  person  of  God ;  and. 
I  am  justified  of  God,  and  justified  in  my  own  con- 
science ;  neither  will  it  stand  with  God's  glory  to  save 
us  both  ;  and  if  those  revelations  of  Reeve  and  Mug- 
gle ton's  hath  declared  be  filthy,  devilish,  and  sottish 
imaginations,  as  you  call  them,  then  certainly  our 
end  will  be  endless  pain  indeed ;  but  if  we  be  true,  as 
I  know  we  are,  then  you  have  given  just  sentence^ 
upon  yourself,  that  your  end  will  be  endless  pain 
firom  the  never-dying  worm  in  your  conscience  in  the 
resurrection,  when  eternity  doth  begin  to  rise,  and 
time  doth  end. 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Pfflmi,  Londany  Jan.  SS,  1675. 
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4  Clyfiy^  of  a  Letter  sent  by  the  Prophet  Lodtfwicke 
Mu^gieion  to  Mr.  George  (j^arfible,  in  Iretdndj  Feb* 
14/  167^. 

'  Lovtng  Friend  in  the  true  Faiihy  George  Gamble^ 

'^  r  SAW  your  letter  bearing  date  the  30tH  of 
January/  1673,  wherein  I  perceive  the  seed  of  fkiih 
is'  liiiuch  risen  in  you,  since  the  time  I  saw  you ; 
in  that  ypu  do  believe  in,  a  personal  God,  and  in 
his'  messengers  whom  he  hath  sent,  to  declare  tlie 
ti-ue  drdil  in  this  last  age,  what  he  is  in  his  form  and 
nalbre:  and. that  you  do  believe  this  God  will  raise 
the  dead  at  the  last  day,  the  true  believer  to  everlast- 
ing- ^ory,  and  the  unbeliever  to  endless  misery.  For. 
without  this  faith,  it  is  impossible  for  any  man  or 
wottah  tipbri  earth  to  have  true  peace  in  the  soul,  as 
tb  life-  eternal ;  because  this  is  that  peace  which  the 
world  cannot  give,  because  it  riseth  from  the  seed  of 
fiiith  in 'man,  which  is  the  seed  of  God'in  man  ;  but 
the  peace  of  this  world,  it  ariseth  from  the  seed  of 
reason  in  man,  which  is  the  seed  of  the  serpent,  the 
Ibst  arigel  in  mani  Therefore  the  peace  which  this 
wbVld  gives  is  full  of  doubtings,  and  accompanied  with 
fears  that  a  worse  thing  will  follow  after  death ;  but 
the  act  qT faith  hath  no  doubt  in  it^  but  doth  say  to 
this  iiiountain  of  f^ars,  thatpreserits  itsfelf  to  the  mind, 
^e  removed,  and  cast  into  the  bottom  qf  the  sea.  The 
sefed  of  faith  in  man,  that  is  less  than  agfain  of  mus- 
tard sefed/dotK  this  and  mbre  :  Out  of  this  doth  the 
d4;^-star  arise, 'that  enlighten  every  nian  that  be- 
Heveth>  so  that  he  cannot  walk  in  darkness  as  the 
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seed  of  reason  doth ;  but  seeth  the  strait  and  narrow 
vaj,  that  leadeth  to  life  eternal :  but  the  seed  of  rea- 
son walking  in  darkness,  his  way  is  large  and  broad, 
that  leadeth  to  destruction.  This  seed  of  faith  in 
i&an,  is  that  single  eye  in  man,  Tl^rcfort^  if  a  man*$ 
eyt  be  $mgte^  fas  whole  body  i$  full  of  light.  Neither 
doth  this  single  eye  of  faith  offend  a  man,  but  most 
men  in  the  world,  having  the  eye  of  faith  and  the  eye 
of  reason  in  them,  (that  is,  the  seed  of  reason  and  the 
seed  of  faith  disputing  in  man's  soul,)  which  doth 
offend  man*s  mind,  which  Christ  calls  the  right  and 
left  eyes,  or  two  eyes.  And  because  the  seed  of  rea- 
son is  the  elder  brother,  (being  the  serpent's  seed)  it 
is  called  the  right  eye ;  thei^efore,  Christ  saith,  Matth. 
5f  29*  ^nd  tf  thy  right  eye  offend  thee,  pluck  U  oil/, 
mnd  ca$t  it  from  thee;  for  it  is  profitable  for  thee.  thM 
mtof  thy  members  should  perish,  and  not  that  tlq/  whok 
body  should  be  cast  into  heU.  The  meanins  is,  that  if 
the  right  eye  of  reason  in  man  do  offend  him,  by  rea-» 
sonin^  and  disputings  in  a  man's  soul,  against  Grod 
and  his  prerc^tive  power,  offend  a  man,  as  I  have 
bad  great  experience  of,  when  I  was  a  Puritan ;  so 
that  my  right  eye  of  reason  did  offend  me  so  much, 
that  I  was  forced  to  pull  it  out  and  cast  it  from  me ; 
Und  submit  to  the  prerogative  power  of  God  to  do 
what  he  would  with  me;  else  I  saw  that  both  my  eye 
of  reason  and  my  eye  of  &ith,  also  body  and  aoul^ 
must  have  perished  in  the  resurrection,  in  hell-fire, 
to  eternity*  For  Christ  did  not  mean  that  a  man 
should  pull  out  his  bodily  eye,  that  doth  offend  him 
with  a  cold  rheum  and  other  distempers,  and  cart 
from  him ;  neither  would  the  pulling  out  of  both  his 
bodily  ejres  save  him  from  being  cast  into  hdl  in  the 
resurrection,  if  such  a  thing  should  be  done  by  any 
man;  nettber  can  a  man  pull  out  his  ova  eye  tl^ 
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dfcods  him»  it  must  be  another  man  must  do  it.    But 
this  right  eye  Christ  spake  of,  that  offends  a  man's 
mind,  he  must  pull  it  out  himself,  and  cast  it  from 
him,  and  he  shall  see  the  way  to  heaven  better  with 
one  eye,  than  he  did  before  with  two  eyes*    So  that 
it  is  better  for  a  man  to  co  to  heaven,  with  one  single 
eyeof  feith  in  the  true  God,  than  to  go  to  hell,  with 
two  eyes  of  reason  and  unbelief,  and  faith  with  doubt- 
ing.    Therefore  the  right  eye  of  reason  in  the  things 
of  neaven,  must  be  pulled  out  in  man,  and  cast  from 
him,  as  Christ  said  to  those  Jews,  Why  reason  you  in 
younehei^  sayings  We  have  Abraham  for  our  father  ;  for 
God  is  abUt  of  these  stony-hearted  Gentiles^  to  raise  chil^ 
dren  unto  Abraham.    Because  thev  should  believe  the 
truth  declared  by  his  apostles,  they  should  pull  out 
the  right  eye  of  reason,  and  should  see  by  the  single 
eye  of  faith ;  in  that  they  should  believe  the  apostles 
doctrine,  the  strait  and  narrow  way  to  heaven,  better 
with  one  eye  than  they  could  with  two  eyes.    There- 
fore the  right  eye  of  reason  in  the  things  of  God,  that 
doth  oflfend  a  man^s  mind,  ought  to  be  pulled  out» 
and  cast  from  him ;  else  he  will  be  in  danger  of  being 
cast  into  hell-fire,  in  the  resurrection,  which  Mrill  not 
appear  to  the  dead  soul  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  from  its 
death  to  its  rising  again. 

I  only  give  you  a  hint  of  this,  because  I  see  you 
have  faith  in  the  resurrection,  that  you  might  be  more 
strongly  confirmed  in  it,  and  estaolished  in  the  spi-» 
ritual  meaning  of  the  Scriptures,  which  were  spoken 
by  holy  men  of  God,  the  prophets  and  apostles,  and 
by  Christ  himself;  and  interpreted  in  this  last  a^pe, 
by  us,  the  iwtnesses  of  the  Spirit. 

This  is  all  at  present,  only  my  love,  with  my  wife's 
love,  temembered  to  yourself,  and  your  good  wife^ 
btidg  of  the  seed  of  faith  as  you  say,  which  I  am  very 
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apjtrio  b|eUey«,  ape)  i^t  without  some  ground  t^u^ 
lijqvpr  saw  hpr.  My  loye  to  Doctor  Mosg,  a^i^  Co- 
lonel Phayer,  George  Jlodgers,  and  the  rj&st  in  jthe  frpe 
faith  of  Gpd's  elect,  in  that  one  personal  jC^oj^,  (^hrj^ 
Jesus,  that  was  manifest  in  the  flesh,  th^  is>  pojd 
become  flesh>  and  dwelt  aipongs^  men  here  on  (safjtl^. 

So  I  rest  your  friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETGN^ 

The  Poiiemj  London, 

Feb.  14,  1673.  ; 

Fiiend  George  Gamble,  I  rece^ye^  the  fpur  po\ind^ 
of  Mr.  Delamaine,  anc|  have  sent  you  t\Yenty-|^jne  q( 
thpse  books  in  answe^  to  Williapa  tenn ;  they  co^i^f; 
to  3/.  125.  6d.  And  1  have  sent  you  five  of  Johi^ 
Saddington's  books,  which  come  to  5^.  Aqd  fts  for 
the  box  and  line,  and  carriage  to  Bristol,  JVfr.  peW 
maine  ^yill  give  you  an  account^  for  I  h?^ve  left  that 
to  him ;  likewise,  I  £^m  sorry  that  the  Divine  ]^ipol^:^ 
ing-Glaiss  and  Mortality  of  the  Spul  was  take;^  ?iw^^ 
for' I  cpuicl  have  helped  you  to  some  of  ^i^e  ptl^er 
single,  but  cannot  help  you  to  one  of  them  sii^gle  \ 
and  especially  the  Divine  LqokingrGIass,  bccapse 
that  is  of  great  consequence,  aqfi  will  neveif  \^  p^id^^ 
more  wiiile  I  live.  But  for  th^  Moj^tality  ojf  tJi^eS^ul, 
this  answer  to  Williani  P^Pn  doth  treat  \ipoa  thja^ 
point,  sufficient  to  satisfy  any  man  that  h^th  faitl^ 
that  his  soul  ^otli  di?.  Qply  (hat  bpok  is  desiir^t|;i/f 
more,  because  it  was  of  John  Rpeye's  writing  y  bii| 
seeing  it  cannot  be  had,  people  must  be  cont^^t  ifith 
What  ^hey  have.  Therefor^,  I  woul4  wish  you,  ?tn4  ^ 
others  ta  make  much  pjf  tbeip  you  U?ty^J  ^^.f,  wh^ 
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;iviioJ[evyQ^uiaQ^|^  J  )»ve  had  ex^ 

pe^rience  ol*  that  fJi^^y;,  ty  that  bopk  wbach  I  soW 
tpr  sixpence ;  jl  ,qould  hfiv^'^h^4  five  &hiUiqg3  -qf ;sevfi* 
r?i[l^  ^^^d  giQjjnefrie|ukih»4  iti^rftnd  cpuld  hav,?«pared  it^ 
y^et iwaijiiicl  i^Qtpart  with  it.  J  )h*ve  gotieo  »o w  a  book- 
J)iader,  that  doth  hiiad  th^  whole  volume  together, 
so  that  all  the  Divine  Looking-Gl^iss^s  aiie  bound  to 
the  set,  so  that  if  any  will  havje  that,  they  must  have 
all  gr  oooe. 

So  resteth  your  friend, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

The  Postern,  London, 
February  14, 1673* 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Mn^ghton  to  Mr.  Thomas  Tompkinson,  bearing-date 
from  London^  February  16,  1673. 

Loving  Friend  in  the  true  Faith,  Thomas  Tomplmson^ 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  you  sent  to  dur 
friend  Delamaine,  dated  from  Waydley,  January  3, 
1673,  wherein  I  perceive  your  great  enemy  hath 
brought  himself  under  the  law^  which  is  theisaWiie 
measure  that  he  would  haye  meted  unto  ytm  if  he 
eould,  but  his  unrighteous  intents  unto  you  is  come 
upon  his  own  head ;  likewise  yciu  deMre  that  I  wb\ild 
atmd  you  three  books  to  the  answer  of  William  Pettti ; 
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ftlso  I  went  to  Mr  Shelley,  and  shewed  him  your 
letter ;  and  he  looked  in  his  book,  and  said  it  was  not 
so  much  as  three  shillings  and  eleven  pence ;  but  ra- 
ther than  I  should  send  but  three  books  to  you,  he 
gave  me  half  a  crown,  that  I  might  send  four  books ; 
and  so  I  have  sent  you  four  of  those  books  by  Ash-» 
bourne  carrier;  so  there  remains  seven  shillings  and 
six*pence  due  to  me. 

Tnis  is  all  at  present,  only  my  love,  with  my  wife's 
love,  remembered  unto  yourself,  and  to  your  wife; 
and  all  friends  in  the  true  faith  there  with  you. 

I  rest  your  friend  in  the  true  feith, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON- 

FeL  1%  I67& 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodemdte 
Muggleton  to  Mr  Alexander  Delamame,  senior, 
Mayl6»  1673, 

Lotiitg  Frimd  iitthttrm  Ttilk,  Mr.  JMnuOttty 

I  HAVE  thought  it  convenient,  seeing  that  I 
am  in  trouble  about  these  books,  lest  they  should  be 
taken  away  by  the  enemy,  vho  would  destroy  them 
and  me  also  if  they  should  catch  me :  therefore  I  do 
intend  to  write  to  all  the  believers  of  this  commisnon:, 
that  are  able  and  willing,  to  buy  one  of  these  books 
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bound  altocether ;  the  price  is  eleven  thillings,  and 
some  friench  will  have  two  of  them  to  help  me  awajr 
with  them,  for  I  do  intend  to  sell  no  more  of  the 
three  great  volumes  not  single  ;  that  is  to  say.  The 
Divine  Looking-Glass,  The  Eleventh  of  the  Reve- 
lation, and  The  Whole  Revelation,  but  what  are 
bound  altogether ;  so  that  the  believers  may  do  me 
a  great  pleasure  to  take  some  of  them  off  my  hand, 
and  do  themselves  no  ffreat  harm  ;  for  the  time  may 
come,  ere  long,  that  they  may  have  more  for  them 
than  they  give  me ;  but,  however,  as  the  old  proverb 
is,  they  will  eat  no  bread,  it  will  be  only  so  much 
money  lie  dead  :  so  that  if  you  be  free  to  take  one, 
and  send  eleven  shillings  by  my  wife,  and.  she  shall 
bring  one  to  you. 

So  resteth  your  friend  in  the  true  faith, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Potlitn^  Moj/  16,  1673. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  the  Prophet  Lodowkke 
Muggleton  to  John  Harriot,  bearing  date  from 
London,  July  16,    1673. 

YOU  mny  remember  that  I  di4  send  to  my 
cousin  £Uzabeth  White,  two  books,  the  one  was 
poooeroing  The  Mortality  of  the  Soul,  and  the  other 
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Was  The  Interpretation  (Jf  the  1*1  tli  of  tlie  Revblai-' 
tSoris;  it  was  many  years  afgo,  I  suppose  nine  or^  t^ri* 
y*ears  ago;  ^cfe  I  sent  tliem  to'mVc^iusiti  Whitb,  bnt' 
I*  could  ilet€fr  heir  that  the/  were  received^  by  her, 
or  h6  'Other ;  but  riOWof  latl?^I  am  irifbriUe^,  that  you 
her  sdri-»-irt-la#,  that  niairi^dh^r  daughter,  did  receive' 
thtfnnf,  arid  not  only  so,  bilt  ^on  have  biirrned  thetn. 
I'doremreVnber^that  youj  and  Samuel  Btitler  the  tah-^ 
lifer,  had  ^soine  diicburse  with  me  arid  M r.  Hiidsdii  at' 
that*  time ;  you  did  then  a  little  shew  yourself  what' 
seed'yoa'\<rtere  of  at  that  time,  eveii  the  seed  dfthe^ 
8e^|)eht;'yet  for  cruelty *s' sake,  because  yovl  riiaLfried 
my' cousiri'ls  daughter,  I  did  take  little!  notice  of  your 
words  at'  thfeit  time  ;  likewise  you  ^ were  desirous  tHaft^ 
I  should  send  your  mother-in-law  th6se  books,  be- 
cause she  could  not  read,  that  you  might  read  them 
to  her  pbut  it  sefems  tha^  you  were  so  offenrded  K 
them,^  t^at  you  burned  them :  you  should  have 
bwii'^  that'which  wai  your  own,'  you  never  paid  a 
penny  for  them,  neither  were  they  sent  to  you,  but 
to  my  cousin,  and  if  you  had  not'  liked  them,  you 
should  have  given  them  to  others,  or  have  sent  them 
to  me  again,  Iheh^should  you  have  escaped  that  un- 
pardonable sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  God 
will  not  forgive  in\this  world,  -  nor  in;  the  world  to 
come  V  for  yqu  "have  done  despite  unto  the  Spirit  of 
Gracie,  in  that  you  burned  those  writings  that  were 
penned  by  the  Revelation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God 
m  us.  I  know  you  would  have  burned  me  as  you  did 
them,  if  you  could  with  as  much  ease  as  you  did 
them ;  also  I  know  you  would  have  done  as  much  by 
Christ  himself^  if  he  were  upon  the  earth,  as  you  do 
b^hie;  ahd  in  burriing^thoseljooks,' jou  have  com- 
mitted hi^U  blasphemy  agaicist''thc  Holy  GhoWj  a  sin 
that* will  never  Wfofgiv^n,  neither  in  this  Wort^,  nbr 
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in  the  world  to  come ;  and  it  would  have  been  good 
for  you  if  you  had  never  been  born  :  but  you  have 
§fiewed  yourself  of  the  reprobate  seed  of  the  serpent, 
appointed  for  eternal  damnation  ;  therefore,  in  obe- 
dience to  my  commission  received  from  God,  for  this 
yout  wicked,  envious,  malicious  burning  those  books 
without  any  cause,  I  do  pronounce  you  cursed  and 
damned,  in  soul  and  body,  from  the  presence  of  God, 
elect  men  and  angels,  to  all  eternity.  And  you  shall 
ffehiember  in  your  death,  and  in  the  Resurrection, 
that  yoii  were  told  so  by  one  of  the  two  last  Prophets 
ahd  Witnesses  of  the  Spirit;  neither  will  God  deliver 
you  from  this  curse  which  I  have  pronounced  upon 
j^Ou,  but  it  shall  be  as  sure  upon  you,  as  if  God  him- 
^e]{  had  spoken  it ;  for  God  always  gave  his  Pro- 
phets and  Apostles  power  to  bless  and  curse  to  eter- 
nfity,  that  is^'to  forgive  sins,  and  retain  sins  ;  and  this 
SiVi*  and  blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  burn- 
rng  those  books,  that  you  have  committed,  is  that 
urtpardondble  sin,  which  Christ  saith  will  never  be 
forgiven   in    this  world,  nor  in  to  come ; 

besides,  sins  of  this  nature  dc  l  escape  a 

dbuble  curse,  even   crosses   and  n  this  life» 

besides  your  damnation  hereaf  •  sin  hatli 

Iain  hid   a   long   time,  but  no\  it  to  sight. 

Furthermore,  I  understand,  that  utler,  apd 

Mr.  Smith  the  minister,  were  c  5  with  you 

in  advising  and  counselling  you  em  ;  for  I 

perceiv^e  you  three  are  all  of  the  Presbytery  religion,' 
and  you  three  are  in  union,  and  do  rule  the  whole 
town  in  matters  of  religion,  if  not  in  temporal  affairs, 
because  you  three  can  prattle  upon  the  letter  of  the 
Scripty^e^  than  finy  others  in  the  town,  yet  more 
blind  and  ignoranf  in  the  knowledge  of  the  true  Godt 
and  all  heavenly  and  spiritual  knowledge,  than  the 
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ignorant  men  of  the  town  that  is  in  hia  right  senses ; 
but  because  you  think,  and  say  within  yourselves^ 
you  see,  therefore  your  sin  of  blasphemy  and  blind- 
ness of  mind  doth  and  shall  remain  upon  ^ou  ;  and 
as  to  Samuel  Butler,  I  shall  say  this,  that  if  he  were 
confederates  with  you  to  burn  them,  or  any  other  way, 
or  had  any  hand  in  it  whatsoever,  I  do  pronounce 
Samuel  Butler  cursed  and  damned,  soul  and  body, 
from  the  presence  of  God,  elect  men  and  angels,  to 
eternity  ;  but  if  he  be  innocent,  and  not  guilty  in  no 
kind  whatsoever,  then  this  curse  shall  take  no  place 
in  him,  nor  be  of  no  effect ;  but  if  guilty,  then  it 
shall  remain  upon  him  to  eternity,     as  aforesaid. 
Likewise  if  Mr.  Smith,  your  minister,   hath  been 
confederates  with  you  in  burning  those  books,  in 
giving  his  advice  or  counsel,  or  persuading  you,  or 
had  any   hand  whatsoever  in  your  burnmg  those 
books,  then  I   do  pronounce  Mr.  Smith,  your  mi- 
nister, cursed   and  damned,  both  in  soul  and  body, 
from  the  presence  of  God,  elect  men  and  tmgels,  to 
eternity;  but  if  he  be  innocent  and  guiltless  of  this 
crime,  then  this  curse  shall  be  of  no  effect  upon  bim ; 
but  if  he  be  guilty  of  the  burning  of  those  books  in 
any  kind  whatsoever,  then  shall  this  curse  remain 
upon  him  to  eternity.     Furthermore,  if  any  other 
persons,  either  men  or  women,  that  had  any  hand, 
or  gave  their  consent  willinfijly   to  the  burning  of 
those  books,  whoever  tliey  be,  they  are  cursed  and 
damned,  both  in  soul  and  body,  from  the  presence 
of  God,  elect  men  and  angels,  to  eternity. 

tVritien  by 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 


jFai/j^  16,  167S. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  sent  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton^  to  Cork^  in  Ireland,  being  the  sentence 
of  damnation  upon  twenttf-six  Quakers  there.  ^ 

Cork,  in  IreUmd,  the  Uih  of  July,  1673. 

AT  the  quarterly  meetings  of  Quakers,  they 
have  drawn  up  a  declaration,  or  testimony^  in  the 
behalf  of  all  the  Quakers,  against  John  Reeve  and 
Lodowicke  Muggleton ;  whereunto  six  and  twenty 
Quakers  have  set  their  hands,  as  a  testimony  against 
Reeve  and  Muggleton. 


The  true  Copy  of  this  Testimony,  as  it  came  to  my  hands, 
is  as  folioweth,  viz. 

The  God  of  eternal  glory,  who,  by  the  arm  of  his 
living  power,  hath  in  these  latter  days  of  the  worlds 
^thered  a  remnant  to  himself,  and  brought  them 
mto  fellowship  and  acquaintance  with  him  ;  in  whom 
he  hath  poured  out  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  according  to 
his  promise,  as  the  prophets  and  the  holy  men  of 
God  in  ages  and  generations  past,  whereby  they  are 
enabled,  with  an  infallible  discerning,  (as  in  his  holy 
covenant  and  council  they  abide)  to  try  the  spirits 
that  come  into  the  world,  whether  they  be  of  God 
or  not. 

And  whereas  there  is  a  spirit,  that  hath  come  forth 
into  the  world,  and  lain  lurking  in  secret  places  for  a 
season^  and  now  begins  to  enlarge  itself,  by  the 
erroneous  doctrines  of  John  Reeve  and  Lodowicke 
Muggleton,  setting  forth  themselves  to  be  the  two 
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last  witnesses  of  the  Commission  of  the  Spirit;  the 
former  of  which  is  dead,  and  the  latter,  named 
X-odowicke  Muggleton,  surviving,  Imth  presumptu- 
ously arrogated  to  himself  the  power  of  blessing  and 
cursing,  and  that,  irrevocable  to  all  eternity.  Also 
that  he,  the  said  Ludowicke  Muggleton,  is  the  only 
interpreter  of  Scripture  in  the  world,  and  the  only 
and  alone  judge  what  shall  become  of  men  and 
women  after  death;  neither  shall  they  whpm  he 
damns,  see  any  other  God  or  judge  but  himself. 
And  that  he  knows  more  of  spiritual  things,  thaa 
ever  prophet  or  apostle  did  since  the  beginning  of 
the  world ;  and  some  of  whose  principles,  exactly 
taken  out  of  some  of  their  own  books,  hereafter 
follow :  viz. 

John  Reeve  sets  forth  in  his  book,  called  Transcen- 
dent Spiritual  Treatise,  that,  Feb.  3, 4^,  5,  1651,  God, 
whom  he  saith  is  above  the  stars,  spake  to  him  by 
voice  of  words,  saying,  I  have  given  thee  under- 
standing of  my  mind  in  the  Scriptures  above  alJ  the 
Ipen  in  the  world ;  and  also  saia,  I  have  givern  thee 
Lodowicke  Muggleton  to  be  thy  mouth.  Amd'  page 
the  5th,  the  said  Reeve,  page  32.  Elias  was  exaltjed 
upon  the  throne  of  glory  for  a  moment,  to  represent 
the  person  of  God  the  Father,  and  he  was  made  the 
protector  of  my  God,  when  God  became  a  child. 
And  it  was  Elias  that  filled  the  Lord  Jesus  with  those 
OTeat  revelations  of  his  former  glory^  that/he  pos- 
sessed in  the  heavens,  wheu  he  was  the  eternal 
Father.  And  it  was  Elias  that  spake  those  words 
from  heaven,  saying.  This  is  my  beloved  Son.  Aiid  the 
said  Reeve  affirms,  that  if  a  man  had  no  sin  in  theip 
bqdies.  they  might  live  and  die,  and  naturally  rise 
again  by  their  own  power,  aqd  in  their  own  jtitae,  as 
the  Lord  of  life  did. 
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Page  33,  John  Reeve  and  Lodowicke  Muggletpn, 
in  their  book  called,  A  Divine  Looking-Glass,  on 
that.  Scripture,  saying,  The  Lord  said  unto  my  Lord^  sit 
thou  on  my  right  hand ;  and  that  is*  to  say,  then  the 
everlasting  Father  spake  to  himself.  Page  46', 
Lodowicke  Muggleton,  in  his  book  called,  The  Neck 
of  the  Quakers  broken,  saith,  you  can  never  know 
Christ,  nor  the  Father,  nor  the  Holy  Ghost,  by  the 
words  of  Scripture,  nor  the  light  of  Christ  within  you, 
without  an  interpreter,  there  being  none  in  the  world 
at  this  day  but  myself,  as  in  page  25.  Page  45, 
saith,  I  am  sure  I  do  know  more  in  spiritual  things 
than  ev^r  prophet  or  apostle  did  since  the  beginning 
of  the  world.  And,  page  47,  he  gaith,  I  am  the  only 
and  alone  judge  what  shall  become  of  men  and  women 
after  death  ;  neither  shall  those  that  are  damned  by 
me  see  any  other  God  or  judge  but  me.  Page  15,  he 
saith,  and  what  person  soever  we  determine  judgment 
upon,  it  is  so,  and  there  is  no  revoking  of  it.  Page  53, 
he  saith,  though  Christ  be  the  truth  and  the  life, 
yet  I  am  the  only  declarer  what  this  truth  and  life 
is  :  and  thougb  Christ  be  the  door,  yet  I  have  the 
key  given  me  to  open  the  door  to  life  eternal. 

And  forasmuch  as  a  false  rumour  hath  been  spread 
abroad,  that  we,  or  some  of  us,  whose  names  are  here- 
unto subscribed,  have  received  the  doctrines  and 
principles  of  the  aforesaid  Reeve  and  Muggleton; 
wheteby  some  honest-hearted  ma^  seem  to.  slum:ble 
and  stai'tle:  we  therefoi:e^  the  people  of  the  Lord, 
called  Quakers,  at  a  general  meeting  in  Cork,  for  the 
province  of  3  t.  very  seripoalyy  in   the 

council  of  Go  ind  considered  the  pF^p^ 

dples   and   d(  Ijue^  afpre$aid  Bee;ve  aq4 

Muggleton,  ai  frow  whence  they  flow,, 

and  do,   in   tl  1  authority  of  the  Hoty. 
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Spirit  of  Truth,  deny  that  spirit,  as  the  spirit  oJT 
error,  and  give  our  testimony  against  the  same, 
warning  and  admonishing  all  people  in  the  fear  and 
dread  of  the  Lord  God  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  to  turn 
from  it,  and  avoid  it.  The  19th  day  of  the  fourth 
month,  1673. 

Let  this  be  read  in  the  publick  meeting  in  the 
City  of  Cork,  and  the  same  to  be  recorded  in  a  book 
to  stand  as  a  testimony  against  this  blaspheming 
spirit,  for  ages  and  generations  to  come. 

The  Names  of  those  that  subscribed  to  this  Paper ^  ate  as 
foUowethy  viz. 

WILUAM  MORRIS,  WILUAH  EUD, 

WILLIAM  EDMONDSON,  PHILLIP  DYMOND, 

ROBERT  SANDHAM,  CHR.  PENNRICKE, 

WILLIAM  EDWARDS,  DAN.  SAVERY, 

JOHN  FENNELI^  WAR.  PHILLIPS, 

THOMAS  WIGHT,  THOMAS  WHEDDEK, 

JOHN  FOSSAOE,  JASPER  TREY08, 

FRANCIS  ROGERS,  WILUAH  HAWKINS, 

JOHN  BURNSGATB,  JOHN  HAMMOND, 

GEORGE  PATIBSON,  GEORGE  NEGNOE, 

JOHN  OETIAS,  TIMOTHY  THOHOYMOUIH, 

JAMES  DOWLYN,  RICHARD  BERRY, 

THOBIAS  ALLEY,  ARTHUR  JOHNSON. 


The  Answer  of  Lodasricke  Muggkton^  to  this  Paper  as 

folioweth. 

I  SHALL  separate  the  Quakers  words  in  their 
paper  from  those  words  of  Reeve  and  Muggleton, 
which  they  have  picked  out  of  our  books,  being 
all  in  print  already,  it  will  be  needless  to  repeat  them 
over  again  • 
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Therefore  I  sbaironly  give  answer  to  those  words 
of  the  Quakers,  which  these  twenty-six  persons  above- 
written,  have  subscribed  their  names  in  the  behalf  of 
all  the  rest  at  their  general  meeting  at  Cork. 

The  words  of  concernment  in  their  paper  I  have 
divided  into  six  heads,  which  are  all  their  own  words ; 
but  as  for  the  rest  of  their  paper,  being  Reeve's  and 
Muggleton's  words,  as  they  have  picked  out  of  their 
books  already,  and  will  remain  upon  record  to  the 
world's  end,  and  to  eternity,  both  upon  the  souls  and 
bodies  of  them  which  truly  believe  in  this  commis- 
sion of  the  Spirit,  who  are  blessed,  and  upon  the 
souls  and  bodies  of  all  those  that  have  actually 
despised  and  blasphemed  against  the  doctrine  and 
commission  of  the  Spirit,  declared  by  Reeve  and 
Muggleton,  who  are  cursed  by  them. 

Therefore  I  shall  direct  my  words  only  to  thjc 
twenty-six  persons  above  written,  thai  have  sub- 
scribed their  names  to  this  paper,  and  not  to  the 
whole  assembly  that  professeth  to  be  Quakers,  though 
you  say  you  subscribe  your  names  in  the  behalf  of 
all  the  Quakers.  But  1  shall  deal  more  justly  in  my 
judgment  than  you  Quakers  do  in  your  judgment ; 
for  Penn,  and  other  Quakers  have  not  only  given 
judgment  against  me,  but  upon  all  those  that  believe 
me.  But  I  shall  do  by  you  as  I  have  always  done, 
set  my  face  against  none  but  those  that  are  found  in 
actual  transgression  of  blasphemy  against  the  Holy 
Ghost ;  for  whoever  dqspiseth  us,  the  Witnesses  of 
the  Spirit,  despiseth  God  that  sent  us.  And  if  you 
had  lived  in  the  days  when  Christ  was  upon  earth, 
you  would  have  said  as  much  to  him  as  you  do 
to  me. 

1.  Fint.   The  Quakers  say,  the  God  of  eternal 
glory,  who,^  by  the  arm  of  his  living  power,  hath,  in 
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this  ktter  age  of  the  world,  gathered  a  remnant  to 
himself,  and  brought  them  into  fellowship  and  ac- 
qiiaintance  with  him;  in  whom  he  hath  poured  out 
of  his  Holy  Spirit,  according  to  his  promise,  as  ther 
prophets  and  the  holy  men  of  God  in  ages  and  gene- 
rations past,  whereby  they  are  enabled,  with  an  infal- 
lible discerning,  (as  in  his  holy  covenant  and  counsel 
they  abide)  to  try  the  spirits  that  come  forth  into  the 
World,  whether  they  are  of  God  or  not. 

M uggleton's  reply.  That  the  God  of  eternal  g\ory 
k  not  the  Quaker's  God  ?  Why  ?  Because  he  hath 
a  spiritual  body,  form  and  shape,  like  man,  therefore 
said  to  make  man  in  his  own  image  and  likeness ; 
therefore  it  is  that  angels,  and  all  other  creatures  in 
heaven,  do  give  glory,  praise,  and  honour  to  the  per- 
son of  God  their  creator.  For  this  I  say,  there  is  no 
koilour,  praise,  and  glory  can  be  received  by  the 
creator,  except  he  hath  a  body  distinct  of  his  own  ; 
neither  can  any  creature,  that  hath  life  in  the  body, 
ascribe  honour  and  glory,  but  to  a  personal  God, 
tbat  hath  a  body  of  his  own.  But  the  bewitched 
Quakers,  through  their  ignorance  and  blindness  of 
mind,  do  praiseand  magnify  an  infinite  spirit  without 
aibody,  tliat  cannot  be  seen,  nor  comprehended  by 
angels,  nor  man,  nor  no  other  creature.  So  tbat  the 
Quakers  are  the  absolute  one  alone  people,  that  are 
led  and  guided  by  the  spirit  of  Anti-Christ  in  this 
last  age,  who  deny  both  Father  and  Son  to  have  a 
body ;  for  they  have  imagined  the  Spirit  of  God  and 
the  Spirit  of  Christ  to  be  all  one  Spirit,  as  is  most 
true;  they  are  but  one  Spirit ;  but  they  have  ima* 
gined  likewise,  that  this  one  spirit  hath  i>ever  a  body 
of  its  own  ;  therefore  the  Quakers  people  are  abso- 
lutely of  the  Anti^-ChriWian  spirit,  that  denieth  the 
Godhead  Spirit  to  have  a  body  of  its  own.     For  this 
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I  BBky,  a  spirit  hath  no  existence  no  where  without  a 
body^  but  is  a  meer  nothing  at  all.  And  this  ima- 
ginary God,  a  Spirit  without  a  body,  is  the  Quakers 
God  of  eternal  glory,  which  they  worship,  even  a 
nothing  at  all,  but  a  God  of  their  own  imagination: 
so  that  their  fellowship  and  acquaintance  is  only 
with  such  a  God  as  they^  have  imagined ;  a  spirit 
without  a  body  is  the  Quakers  God  of  eternal  glory; 
and  this  God,  an  infinite  nothing,  hath  poured  out  of 
his  unholy  spirit  of  imagination  of  reason  upon  the 
people  called  Quakers,  such  a  spirit,  which  hath 
enaUed  them  to  defy  the  living  God,  that  hath  a 
body  of  his  own  in  heaven,  above  the  stars.  And 
this  ims^nary  God,  a  spirit  without  a  body,  hath 
given  the  Quakers  discerning  and  counsel  to  fight 
Against  the  true  God,  that  hath  a  body,  and  to  bias* 
pheme  against  him  and  those  he  sends :  so  that  the 
spirit  of  reason,  the  devil,  in  the  Quakers,  think  they 
can  try  the  spirits,  whether  they  be  of  God,  or  not, 
yet  stone-blind,  and  know  not  the  true  Grod. 

t.  The  Quakers  say,  and  there  is  a  spirit  that 
hath  ccHne  forth  into,  and  lain  lurking  in  secret 
places  for  a  season,  and  now  begins  to  enlarge  itself, 
by  the  erroneous  doctrines  of  John  Reeve  and  Lodo- 
wicke  Mu^leton,  as  they  call  them. 

•Anra^er.  That  this  spirit,  that  hath  come  forth, 
which  you  say  hath  lain  luricing  in  secret  places  for  a 
season,  it  was  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  the  only  wise  God, 
that  hath  a  body  now  in  heaven,  which  you  Quakers 
aa  despise,  that  did  authorise  John  Reeve  and  Lo- 
dowicke  Muggleton,  to  declare  against  that  Anti- 
Christian  spirit  that  reigneth  in  the  world  in  all  pro- 
fessions of  religion;  in  that  every  man,  by  nature,  is 
ienorant  of  the  form  and  nature  of  the  true  God,  and 
4hat  God  made  man  in  his  own  image,  in  respect  of 

3C 


Digitized  by 


Google 


889 

'hift'  bodily  shape  and  likeness,  as  wiell  as  bis  soitf* 
But  all  men,  bj  nature,  being  blind  in  spiritual 
things,  as  we  ourselves  were,  have  imagine4  and 
framed  to  themselves  a  God  that  is  not,  only  a  spirit 
:without  a  body.  And  this  dark  apprehension  of  God 
hath  taken  such  deep  root  in  all  mens  hearts  by  na- 
ture, it  being  an  established  doctrine  in  the  world 
above  these  thousand  years,  even  from  one  genera-- 
tion  to  another.  And  the  cause  why  this  utter  darkr 
nieiss  hath  remained  upon  all  men,  as  well  upoa  the 
elect  as  upon  the  reprobate,  is,  becau^  God  hath 
•not  sent  one  roan,  by  commission,  to  declare  the 
true  God  thb  many  hundred  years,  until  now,  in 
this  last  age  of  the  world,  he  hath  sent  Reeve  and 
Muggleton.  And  that  hath  been  the  cause  the 
whole  world  hath  been  over-spread  with  this  conceit, 
that  God  is  an  infinite,  formless  Spirit,  that  hath  no 
body,  form,  or  likeness  of  his  own.  But  Reeve  and 
Muggleton  were  sent  forth  by  the  authority  of  this 
God,  that  hath  a  body  of  his  own,  to  try  the  spirits 
of  all  professors  of  the  Scriptures  in  the  world ;  which 
we  have  tried,  and  we  do  perfectly  know  the  bright 
and  depth  of  every  man's  faith  in  the  world  in 
spiritual  things  concerning  his  God.  And  by  this 
spiritual  knowledge  of  God,  his  form  and  nature, 
we  know  the  forms  and  natures  of  all  things  else,  in 
heaven  above,  and  in  the  earth  beneath;  and  w  the 
trial  of  all  mens  religion,  we  have  tried  by  what  spirit 
the  Quakers  are  come  forth  in,  and  we  find,  by  the 
knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  and  by  the  faith  of.  the 
prophets  and  apostles,  that  the  Quakers  people  are 
carried  fpfth,  by  the  spirit  of  Anti-Christ,  with  an 
imagioary  God,  a  spirit  without  a  body..  :  And  that 
there  are  no  professors  of  religion  in  the,  world  so 
Absolute  Anti-Christ  as  the  Quakers  people  are.    Tq 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3&7 

tie  plain,  the  Spirit,  which  they  call  God,  or  Christ, 
or  the  light  of  Christ  within  them,  is  nothing  else 
but  the  imaginations  of  reason,  the  devil  in  them^ 
they  finding  the  law  written  in  their  hearts,  their' 
thoughts  accusing  and  excusing;  they-do  imagine  this 
law  to  beOod  ;  and  this  law  hath  never  a  body  dis-* 
tiQct  from  man.  Therefore  the  dark  imagination  in 
the  Quakers  hearts  doth  think,  that  this  law,  written 
in  every  man's  heart,  must  needs  be  God.  This  is 
the  .Quakers  God,  that  hath  never  a  body  of  his  owjn, 
but  man's  body  to  dwell  in :  but  this  God  of  yours 
within  you  will  prove  your  only  devil  to  torment 
you  to  eternity. 

And  whereas  you  say,  this  spirit,  meaning^  Reeve 
and  Muggleton^  hath  been  lurking  in  secret  places^ 
for  a  season* 

^. To  this  I  say,  it  hath  been  almost  as  openly  de^ 
ehu'ed  as  the  Quakers  spirit  hath,  and  almost  as  long 
it  bath  appeared  in  this  last  age  of  the  world,  for 
matter  of  time,  as  the  Quakers  Antj^Christian  spirit 
bath  appeared.  It  is  almost  twenty-two  years  since 
tins  coihmission  of  the  Spirit  hath  appeared  ;  and  the 
spirit  of  Anti-Christ  in  the  Quakers  hath  appeared 
but  few  years  more.  And  when  Reeve  and  Mug-* 
gleton  ^d  appear  at  the  first,  this  declaration  and 
doctrii^  was  far  more  publick  than  the  appearance 
of/the  Quakers  ;  why  ?  Because  we  wrote  our  fiiith, 
doctrine,  arid  commission,  and  printed  it  to  the  world, 
whereby  the  pieople  took  more  publick  notice  of  us^ 
than  of  the  Quakers ;  f<Mr  at  that  time,  there  were' 
brut  few  Quakers  of  note ;  neither  did  they  print  any 
thing  of  their  foith  and  doctrine^  what  they  would 
have  the  people  to  believe ;  and  I  suppose,  that,  if 
Ae  first  book^  the  Quakers  wrote  to  vindicate  the 
principles  of  the  Quakers  doctrine  could  be  producadr. 
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it  would  not  bear  so  lOBg  a  time  as  Reeve's  and 
Mo^eton's  C0mmissioB-]TOok  dotb.  But  iioweirep^ 
the  Quakers  at  that  tiiue  had  witchcraft*fit6»  iThlch 
did  rather  fright  the  behoMers  of  tiiem  than  ibfefni* 
their  judgmeots.  But  since  that^  Mu^leton  hath 
cast  ottt  that  devil  out  of  many  of  than,  bj  the 
sentence  of  damnation  upon  the  chief  of  thetti:  so' 
that  it  hath  eased  the  whole  body  of  the  QuakeiB  of 
those  witchcraflt^fits,  that  were  formerly  vecy  nse  iw 
the  Quakers  people ;  so  that  now  theane  is  hardly  a^ 
witch^craft«-fit  can  be  procured  amongbt  them.  80^ 
that  this  spirit^  that  Reeve  and  Muggleton  woia 

fuided  by,  hath  not  lain  lurking  in  secret  plaon. 
or  I  do  believe,  that  we  have  written  and  printed, 
if  it  were  possible  to  gather  them  all  togethiar,  to 

Eublick,  more  than  most  of  the  Quakers  in  Engkmd 
a^  written ;  however^  our  books  trouble  the  world 
more  than  any  QuM^ers  books  do  whatsoever.  Like^ 
wise  we  were  publick  enough  twenty  years ^  i^t with- 
you  Quakers,  when  we  gave  sentence  of  damaation 
upon  four  of  your  chief  lexers,  if  not  the  first  bioachem 
<tf  the  Quakers  Anti-Christian  doctrine,  viz.  Geofgr 
Fox,  the  elder  and  younger,  both,  Franeis  Howgell^ 
and  Edward  BurroMghes;  these  four,  a»I  remeiilbdr^l 
were  ^  first  Quakers  that  were  damned  for  denyiftg 
Umi  God  hath  a  body  of  hit  own,  distinct  fiK)m  man, 
and  0II  other  creatures.  So  that  you  Quakers  have 
the  least  cause  of  any  people  whatsoever  to  say,  that 
this  spirit  hath  lain  lurking  in  secret  places ;  ibr 
this  spirit  hath  bad  more  power  over  those  pe^pte 
called  Quakers,  than  any  other  people  whatsodven 
So  that  you  Quakers,  of  all  people  in  thetworli^ 
have  the  least  cause  to  say^  thjs  spirit  hath  lairi  laik*: 
iog  in  secret  places.  Indeed,  we  bave  notfoUowed  tbfe 
practice  of  you  Quakers,  to  compass  sea  and  land  to 
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made  them  twofold  the  children  of  the  devil  than 
they  were  before,  in  that  they  are  more  hardened, 
Bnd  more  uncapable  to  understand  the  mystery  (^ 
theftrue  God  becoming  flesh,  and  the  devil  becoming 
flesh. 

And  whereas  you  say/  now  it  begins  to  enlarge 
itself  by  the  erroneous  doctrines  of  •h>hn  Reeve  and 
Lodowidke  Muggieton,  as  you  call  them. 

To  this  I  say,  the  Anti-Christian  spirit  in  the 
Quakers  hath  enlarged  itself  very  much  within  these 
fiftete  3^eai7S,  which  bath  been  the  cauK  tba.t  the 
i^int  of  the  true  Christ  in  us  hiath  enlarged  itself, 
in  opposition  to  the  Spirit  of  Anti-Christ  in  the 
Quaker,  and  more  especially  since  John  Reeve^s 
death ;  for  in  his  time,  there  were  but  few  Quakers 
in  comparison  to  what  are  now,  and  little  notice 
taken  of  them  in  his  time;  but  since  they,  have 
eocreased  and  multiplied  exceedingly:  but  since 
Muggieton  began  to  oppose  them, 'by  writing  against 
their  bodiless  God  within  them,  it  hath  put  a  great 
stop. to  them ;  and  not  only  so,  but  this  doctrine  ot 
Reeve  and  Muggieton  bath  delivesed  many  innocent 
souls  out  of  the  soaresi  of  the  Quakers^  which  leadeth 
men  to  eternal  perdition,  which  denieth  the  body  of 
the  Lord  of  life  to  be  without  them;  Besides,  the 
sfnrit  did  not  lurk  in  any  secret  place,  when  I  wrote 
to  £dward  Bourne,  Samtiel  Hooton,  William  Smith, 
Thomas  Taylor,  and  several:  others,  which  is  near 
twelve  years  ago,  wherein  they  wei^e  damned  to 
eternity  for  despising  that  doctrine  you  caH  errone- 
ous; and  ever  «ince  that  letter  to -Samuel  Hootoa 
and  William  Smith,  I  have  not  been  sdfiered  to  Itifk 
in  secret  plaees*  .<For  you  Quakers  have  caused  me 
to  be  the  publickest  man  in  the  worid  ;  witness  that 
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Richard  Farnesworth,  Thomas  Taylor,  George  Fo«^ 
Isaac  Pennington,  as  may  be  seen  in  The  Neck  of  the 
Quakers  Broken,  and  in  Fox's  Looking-Glass,  and 
the  Answer  to  Pennington  ;  besides  letters  to  other » 
Quakers,  more  than  I  can  remember  -,  besides  the 
Phterpretation  of  the  11th  of  the  Revelations,  and 
the  whole  Revelations,  and  The  Interpretation  of  the 
Witch  of  Endor. 

These  things  do  manifest,  that  I  have  not  lain  still 
in  secret,  but  do  manifest  me  to  be  the  DMst  publick 
man  in  the  world  in  spiritual  things  ;  because  I  aii^ 
not  only  hated  of  you  Quakers,  but  am  hated  of  all 
the  speakers  and  ministers  of  all  the  seven  Churches 
of  Europe,  besides  thousands  of  their  hearers ;  so 
that  it  is  an  impossible  thing,  that  I  should  have  lain 
ia  any  secret  place.  And  this  hatred  have  we  pro- 
cured of  all  people  in  the  world,  for  no  other  cause 
at  all,  but  for  declaring  this  doctrine,  which  you 
call  erroneous,  and  the  authority  of  our  commis-^ 
sion,  given  by  voice  of  words  from  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,'  the  only  wise  God,  who  hath  a  glorious 
body,  in  the  form  like  a  man  of  his  own  ;  as  we  have 
written  in  The  Transcendent  Spiritual  Treatise,  wbea 
3(t>d)gave  this  ^omibission,  in  the  year  1651. 
'jo3*  These  Quakers  say,  forasmuch  as  a  false  rutnour 
halh. been  spread,  that  we,  or  some  of  us^  whose ^ 
nAmes  are  here  under  subscribed,  have  received  the 
dodtriiiei  and  principles  of  the  aforesaid  Reeve  and 
MnggJetoni  whereby  some  honest  hearted  may  seem' 
to  st^nnble  and  startled : 

•  jAutver.  If  such  a  rumour  hath  been  spread,  and 
it  was  falser . the  more  will  be  your  misery.  And  you 
xMt  h*ve  subscribed  your  names  as  a  testimcmy 
diat  you  have  not  received  the  doctrines  of  Reeve 
and  Muggleton>  but  have  utterly  denied  it,  in  Bub- 
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,isdribing  your  names  as  a  testimony  against  it :  I  say; 
it  would  have  been  good,  if  none  of  you  had  been 
born;  for  in  <lenying.  those  doctrines^  you  have 
denied  us;  and  in  denying -us,  you  have  denied  the 
true  God  that  sent  us;  which  hath  given  me  just 
occasion  to  ^ive  sentence  of  judgment  upon  all  you 
that  have  subscribed  your  names. 

And  whereas,  you  think  by  this  means  that  yon 
have  removed  the  stumbling  stone  out  of  your  way, 
that  the  honest-hearted  might  not  stumble  and 
«tartle,  and  that  you  might  establish  your  Anti- 
Christian  principle  the  more  sure ;  but  you  will  be 
prevented ;  for  God  hath  laid  this  doctrine  and  com- 
mission, which  you  deny,  as  a  stumbling  stone  in 
Sion.  So  that  many  of  you  Quakers,  and  others, 
shall  stumble  at  this  stone,  and  £sill,  and  never  n^ 
again  ;  but  there  are  some  of  those  people  that  shall 
,bMB  preserved  from  stumbling  at  this  doctrine  of  the 
Witnesses  of  the  Spirit.  For  whoever  is  left  to  fall 
jupon  this  stone,  as  you  have  done,  shall  be  broken 
into  pieces  as  to  the  peace  of  their  minds  here  in 
this  life;  and  on  whomsoever  this  stone,  or  sentence 
of  damnation,  shall  fall  upon,  it  shall  grind  to  powder 
in  those  eternal  torments,  which  the  wicked  de- 
spisers  and  fighters  against  a  personal  God  add  his 
messengers,  whom  he  hath  sent,  in  utter  darkness ; 
so  that  there  shall  not  one  ntotion  of  peace  arise  in 
themjko  eternity.  And  farther,  I  say,  I  never. did, 
nor  never  sbitll  persuade  any  'man  or  won^an  to 
believe  this  doctrine,  or  comniissibn ;  for  I;  hcjve 
<lone  my.  duty  to  God,  in  that  I  have  declaised  the 
whole  councihof  God  heyood  all  that>  haven  gone 
before  me.  Or  thfit. shall  come' after  me;  and  wfe*tver 
doth  undersjtarid  and.  believe^  itl  ^i\\!.  be  for  their 
eternai  gojod ;  atii  if  th«re  should  none  believe  1  this 
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doctrine^  yet  should  not  I  question  the  truth  of  it ; 
for  I  have  peace  in  myself^  in  that  I  have  declared 
tlMS  mind  of  the  Lord  freely,  as  it  hath  been  revealed 
unto  me  ;  neither  did  I  ever  encourage  or  persuade 
any  person  to  believe.  I  set  life  and  death  before 
themi  as  Moses  did,  to  chuse  or  reftise ;  if  they  did 
truly  believe  the  doctrine  of  the  true  God,  and  the 
commission  of  the  Spirit,  they  should  live,  and  have 
eternal  life  abiding  in  them  ;  this  many  can  witness : 
but  if  they  did  re&se,  deny,  despise  and  blaspheme, 
as  you  have  done,  against  the  commission  of  the 
Spirit,  then  they  chose  eternal  death  rather  than 
eternal  life ;  this  many  .hundreds  can  witness  in  their 
consciences  if  they  would.  For  it  was  never  my 
custom  <Mr  practice^  this  twenty  years,  to  persuade 
any  man  against  his  conscience,  nor.  to  believe  me, 
after  theyliave  had  several  discourses  with  me.  I 
gave  them  liberty  to  go  to  any  opinion  whatsoever, 
and  if  they  could  £nd  any  man  speak  like  this  man>  or 

g'vethem  betteriMitisfaction  to  their  questions  thai)  I 
ive,  let  ttiem  go,  and  come  no  move  at  me.  It  wb& 
never  my  custom^nor  practice  to  compel  people 
to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  whether  they 
would  or  no,  as  you  Quakers  do.  I  was  always  in- 
clined to  let  the  kingdom  of  heaven  to  sufkr 
yiolence,  tha^  the  violent  desires  of  men  and  women, 
after  salvation,  micht  take  the  kingdom* of  heaven 
Jby  force,  and  not  be  compelled  to  enter  iru  For 
you  Quakers  keep  a  great  bustle  to  keep  your  dis- 
ciples to  you,  for  fear  of  losing  them ;  I  nerer  did 
endeavour  to  set  your  disciples  from  you,  yet  there 
are  many  of  uem  ibat  are  come  to  the  life  of  this 
doctrine  of  Reeve  and  Mujggleton,  which  you  call 
erroneous.  And  if  they  liould  not  have  found  lest 
in  this  doctrine  and  commission,  they  had  liberty  t6 
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return  to  you  again.  And  can  you  Quakers  tell  the 
reason  why  so  many  of  your  disciples,  that  were 
absolute  of  you,  should  come  to  me,  and  never 
return  to  you  again;  and  it  is  a  more  admirable 
thing,  that  there  should  not  be  one  of  Muggleton's 
disciples,  or  true  believers  of  him,  to  fall  from  him 
to  the  Quakers,  not  this  fifteen  years;  I  know  not 
one  ;  neither  do  they  stumble  or  startle  any  more,  if 
they  truly  believe  Reeve  and  Muggleton's  doctrine. 

4.  Say  they,  we  therefore,  the  people  of  the  Lord, 
called  Quakers,  at  a  general  meeting  at  Cork,  for 
the  province  of  Munster,  have  very  seriously,  and 
in  tne  council  of  God,  weighed  and  considered  the 
principles  and  doctrines  of  the  aforesaid  Reeve  and 
Muggleton,  and  the  spirit  from  whence  they  flow. 

Answer.  That  these  people,  called  Quakers,  at  a 
general  meeting  at  Cork,  were  not  the  people  of  the 
true  God,  but  the  children  of  that  serpent  devil  that 
beguiled  Eve.  And  your  serious  council  in  God,  as 
you  say,  it  was  in  the  council  of  your  imaginations 
of  reason,  the  devil  within  you,  which  is  the 
Quakers  God  they  take  council  in,  and  in  your  imagi- 
nations of  your  hearts,  which  is  your  God,  you  have 
weighed  and  considered  the  principles  and  doctrine 
of  Reeve  and  Muggleton,  as  you  say,  and  the  spirit 
from  whence  they  flow. 

5.  Thev  say,  and  do,  in  the  name  and  authority 
of  the  holy  spirit  of  truth,  deny  that  Spirit  as  the 
spirit  of  error,  and  give  our  testimony  against  the 
same ;  warning  and  admonishing  all  people,  in  the 
fear  and  dread  of  the  Lord  God  of  heaven  and  earth, 
both  to  turn  from  it,  and  avoid  it. 

Answer.  Here  the  Quakers  do  prate  of  the  name 
and  authority  of  the  holy  spirit  of  truth,  yet  know 
not  the  body  of  that  God,  from  whence  the  holy 
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Spirit  of  truth  proceeded ;  for  this  I  say^  that  a 
spirit  without  a  body  can  give  no  council  at  all; 
neither  can  any  council  proceed  but  from,  a  spirit 
that  hath  a  body  of  his  own.  If  men's  soirits  had 
not  bodies^  how  could  they  give  council  to  one 
another  ?  Neither  can  that  God,  that  hath  never  a 
body,  be  the  true  God,  or  give  any  council  at  all. 
Yet  the  Quakers  people  doth  take  council  of  a 
spirit  that  hath  no  body,  which  they  call  God  ; 
1«rhich  God  is  nothing  else  but  the  law  written  in 
their  hearts.  So  that  this  conclusion  must  needs 
follow,  that  you  Quakers  take  council,  in  your  owp 
hearts,  with  a  spirit  without  a  body ;  the  light  of 
Christ  within  you  :  this  you  call  God's  Holy  Spirit 
of  truth,  in  which  you  take  council.  Now  the  light 
of  Christ  within  you  is  not  the  true  God ;  it  is 
nothing  else  but  God's  law  written  in  the  heart, 
which  doth  accuse  the  conscience  when  you  do  any 
thing  contrary  to  it.  And  when  you  do  commune  with 
this  righteous  law,  written  in  your  hearts,  you  do 
imagine  that  you  take  council  in  God,  a  spirit 
without  a  body.  Here  lieth  your  gre^t  mistake,  in 
that  you  take  God's  righteous  law,  written  in  your 
hearts,  for  God  himself.  A  man  may  as  well  take 
the  law  of  a  king  for  the  king  himself:  only  here  is 
the  difference  ;  a  king's  law  is  visible,  and  himself  ia 
visible  to  tlie  natural  eyes ;  but  God's  law  is  invi- 
sible, written  in  the  hearts  of  men,  and  God  him- 
self is  that  invisible  God,  yet  a  person  distinct  from 
this  invisible  law,  written  in  man's  heart.  Now  shall 
1  say,  that  this  law,  written  in  my  heart,  is  God ; 
because  I  cannot  see  it  with  my  natural  sight,  nor 
know  how  it  came  to  be  written  there,  it  being 
invisible.  So  that  the  Quakers  do  worship  the  law,, 
written  in  their  hearts,  for  God ;  and   the  light  of 
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this  law,  is  that  light  of  Christ  they  so  much  talk 
of  within  them:  and  this  kw  is  their  God  and 
Saviour,  and  they  have  no  other  God  to  sav6  them, 
but  the  light  of  this  law  within  them.  This  I  know 
IB  the  Quakers  holy  spirit  of  truth  they  so  much  talk 
df,  which  is  no  other  spirit,  but  the  law,  written  in 
their  hearts,  in  the  Hfe  an(i  soul  of  them;  and 
when  their  souls  doth  die,  this  law,  written  in  their 
hearts,  doth  die  also ;  and  so,  by  consequence,  their 
imaginary  God,  a  spirit  without  a  body,  is  dead  also  ; 
and  so  they  lie  all  three  in  the  earth  together,  viz* 
the  soul,  the  law,  the  imagination  that  God  was  a 
spirit  without  a  body,  all  d^ad  in  the  earth,  until 
the  day  that  ray  God,  that  hath  a  body  of  his  own^ 
shall  raise  them  again  in  the  resurrection,  then  shall 
the  soul  and  the  law,  written  in  their  hearts,  which 
was  their  God,  a  spirit  without  a  body,  and  their 
imagination,  that  created  in  itself  such  a  .God,  a 
spirit  without  a  body,  they  shall  all  rise  again 
together.  And  this  law,  written  in  their  hearts, 
they  called  God,  a  spirit -without  a  body  while  they 
were  in  this  life,  shall  be  the  only  devil  Jthat  shall 
torment  them  to  eternity  in  the  resurrection.  And 
this  law,  aforesaid,  the  light  of  it,  is  the  Quakers  * 
holy  spirit  of  truth,  which  doth  deny  that  spirit 
that  doth  declare  God  to  be  in  form  and  shape  like 
i»an,  as  the  spirit  of  error,  and  they  do  give  testi- 
mony against  the  same;  and  not  only  so,  but  they 
do  admonish  all  other  people,  as  well  as  their  own, 
in  the  fear  and  dread  of  their  imaginary  Lord  God 
ol  heaven  and  earth,  both  to  turn  from  it,  and  avoid 
it.  But  this  I  say,  whosoever  doth  adhere  to  the 
Quakers  admonishnlent,  or  to  their  God,  he  doth 
adteere  to  a  God  of  his  own  imagination,  which  hath 
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neither  body^  form^  shape,  nor  substance;  which 
cannot  deliver  you  in  the  day  of  trouble. 

6.  And,  lastly,  the  19th  day  of  the  fourth  month, 
1673,  let  this  be  read  at  the  pubiick  meeting  in  the 
city  of  Cork,  and  the  same  to  be  recorded  in  a  book, 
to  stand  as  a  testimony  against  this  blasphemous 
spirit  for  a^es  and  generations  to  come. 

Answer.  Here  the  reader  may  see  what  care  and 
pains  the  Quakers  doth  take  to  uphold  their  kingdom 
of  Anti-Christ ;  and  to  bind  themselves  together,  at 
their  general  meetings,  to  fight  against  the  Spirit  of 
the  true  Christ,  and  nis  doctrine,  declared  by  Reeve 
and  Muggleton,  but  more  especially  against  me. 
These  ten  years,  and  better,  have  I  only  engaged 
against  the  whole  host  of  Quakers,  they  being  many, 
and  I  but  one  man ;  yet  being  chosen  of  God  to  oppose 
that  Anti-Christian  spirit  that  would  have  spread 
itself  over  the  face  of  the  earth :  but  God  bath  letted 
them,  by  sending  two  men  to  make  war  against  them ; 
and  I,  even  I,  have  fought  many  battles  with  them, 
and  have,  by  faith  in  the  true  God,  that  hath  a 
body  of  his  own,  broken  the  jaw-bone  of  the 
Quakers  strength  to  pieces,  and  have  shattered  them 
in  confusion. 

There  hath  come  forth  against  me  many  of  their 
mighty  men  of  valour ;  they  have  shot  their  poison- 
ous arrows  at  me,  but  could  not  hurt  me.  Oh  !  how 
many  of  your  Anti-Christian  companions,  captains, 
and  mighty  men  of  war  of  Anti-Christ's  army,  have 
come  out  against  me,  more  than  I  can  well  name : 
they  came  uith  their  weapons  of  war  as  Goliah,  as  it 
were  like  giants  with  their  weavers  beaofis  ;  yeti 
being  but  one  in  the  world,  by  the  help  of  my  God, 
that  hath  a  body  in  heaven,  above  the  stars,  beiog 
cloathed  with  the  whole  armour  of  God,  the  breast- 
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plate  of  righteousness,  the  shield  of  faith,  the  helmet 
of  salvation,  and  the  two-edged  sword  of  the  Spirit, 
I  have  fought  with  many,  men  of  valour,  and  -  have 
overcome  them,  as  David  did  Goliah,  and  have  scat- 
tered their  followers,  even  as  the  host  of  the  Philistines 
were  scattered.  These  things  are  written  more  at 
large  in  another  place,  which  will  be  upon  record, 
and  in  publick,  after  my  death  :  so  that  you  Quakers, 
if  you  were  sensible,  might  say.  Oh  !  what  is  become 
of  our  valiant  leaders,  our  captains,  and  mighty  men 
of  war,  that  listed,  as  under  the  spirit  of  Anti*Christ? 
Oh !  how  are  they  fallen  by  the  sword  of  the  Spirit 
put  into  Muggleton's  mouth  ?  Alas !  alas !  our 
mighty  men  are  fallen  into  eternal  damnation,  when, 
as  we  thought,  that  their  spirits  did  but  go  out  of 
their  bodies ;  but,  alas !  it  is  otherwise :  they  are 
gone  to  eternal  darkness,  where  they  shall  never  see 
bright  day  more.  But,  here  of  late,  since  ^Villiam 
Penn  hath  survived  the  place  of  a  teacher,  a  leader, 
and  captain  of  the  Quakers  host,  he  hath  been  more 
zealous  for  the  spirit  of  Anti-Christ,  than  the  former 
that  went  before  him  ;  and  he  hath  defied  the  living 
God,  that  hath  a  body  of  his  own,  more  glorious  than 
any  that  went  before  him.  And  for  this  he  is  damned, 
body  and  soul,  to  eternity;  and  it  will  not  be  long 
before  he  shall  possess  the  reward  of  his  blasphemy, 
which  is  this :  his  soul,  which  he  saith  cannot  die, 
it  shall  die  two  deaths  ;  it  shall  pass  through  this  first 
death,  which  is  natural  and  appointed  unto  all  ie^h. 
once  to  die,  and  enter  into  the  second  death,  whic^  is 
eternal,  in  utter  darkpess,  where  he  shall  never  die, 
nor  never  live  in  comfort,  even  a  living  death,  and 
dying  life :  this  is  the  second  death,  which  God  hath 
prepared  for  t\^  aeed  of  the  serpenty  such^  aa  Penrn 


1 


Digitized  by 


Google 


398 

and  others,  that  despbe  such  a  God  as  hath  a  bod  j« 
form  ^  and  shape  like  man;  and  he  shall  remember, 
that  be  was  told  so  bj  me. 

Furthermore,  I  suppose  William  Peon's  book 
against  me  hath  been  some  cause  that  hath  stirred 
you,  in  Ireland,  up  to  band  yourselves  thus,  at  your 
general  meeting,  to  declare  against  the  doctrine  of 
Keere  and  Muggleton .  So  that  the  Quakers  come 
now  of  late  in  troops  ;  they  do  not  come  two  or  three 
at  a  time,  as  formerly ;  but,  as  it  were,  in  bands : 
for  it  is  not  long  since  I  had  a  testimony  against  this 
doctrine  and  commission  of  the  Spirit,  at  a  quarterly 
meetibg  of  women  Quakers,  no  less  than  twenty-eight, 
their  names  subscribed  ;  and  at  a  quarterly  meeting 
of  men  Quakers,  about  thirty,  that  subscribed  their 
names,  as  a  testimony  against  the  doctrine  of  Reeve 
and  Muggleton.  William  Smith  wrote  the  testimony 
of  them  both,  and  a  little  while  after  he  died.  And 
now  here  cometh  a  band  of  men  out  of  Ireland, 
twenty^six,  who  have  given  testimony  against  Reeve 
and  Muggleton's  doctrine,  calling  them  erroneous, 
and  do  deny  them  as  the  spirit  of  error  and 
blasphemy. 

These  words  are  the  sin  agaiilst  the  Holy  Ghost ; 
and  inasmuch  as  God  hath  chosen  me,  on  earth,  to 
be  the  Judge  of  blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Ghost, 
so  that  I  have  considered  your  testimony,  and  the 
namea  of  all  you  that  have  subscribed  to  that  paper ; 
your  names  are  written  at  the  beginning  of  this  paper. 
And  you  having  all  jointly  set  your  names,  as  one 
man,  to  this  testimony  above  written. 

Therefore,  in  obedi^ice  to  my  commission  from 
the  true  God,  I  do  pronounce  dl  those  twenty-*iix 
perKms,  whose  namei  are  aforewiitten,  cursed  and . 
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damned,  in  their  souls  and  bodies,  from  the  presence 
of  God,  elect  men  and  angels,  to  eternity. 


Writtem  by  me, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON, 

One  of  the  two  last  Prophets  and  Witnesses  of  the  Spirit 
unto  the  High  and  Mighty  God^  the  Man  Christ  Jesus 
in  Glofy. 


I  iirish  you  to  read  this  answer  at  your  general 
meeting,  that  the  whole  congregation  may  hear  it ; 
and,  if  you  please,  to  record  it  for  ages  and  genera^ 

tions  to  come. 

-\ 

Let  these  two  sheets  of  paper  be  delivered  to  the 
bands  of  some  of  the  Quakers,  at  their  general  meet^- 
ing,  in  Cork,  in  Ireland,  to  be  read,  if  possible,  to  the 
congregation. 


The  Postern  J  near  tjondon'Wdl^ 
in  London^  Aug.  11,  167S. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  tent  by  the  Prophet  Lodcwicke 
Muggleton  to  Mr.  Joseph  Moss^  a  Physician,  in  Corky 
in  Ireland,  August  11,  l673. 

Dear  Friend  in  ike  eternal  TnUh,  Joseph  Moss^ 

THIS  is  to  certify  you  that  I  received  your 
letter,  with  the  Quaker's  testimony.  I  am  glad  to 
hear  you  are  well  in  health,  and  of  George  Gamble's 
health ;  but  as  for  satisfaction  of  that  life  eternal 
I  suppose  you  do  not  want,  for  true  faith,  without 
doubting,  doth  remove  mountains  of  objections  in  the 
mind  to  be  cast  into  the  sea,  where  they  shall  sink, 
and  never  rise  again  to  stand  before  the  understand- 
ing. And  inasmuch  as  God  hath  been  pleased,  in  this 
last  age  of  the  world,  to  chuse  two  men  to  be  a  light 
unto  the  world,  and  to  declare  the  Lord's  saving 
health  unto  as  many  as  shall  receive  iU  that  hath 
enliffhtened  many  that  sate  in  darkness  and  in  the 
shadow  of  death,  that  have  been  instruments  or  can- 
dlesticks to  hold  the  light  of  life  before  people, 
whereby  those  that  have  oil  in  their  lamps  may  enter 
into  the  gate  of  heaven,  (that  is,  faith  in  their  hearts) 
may  enter  into  heaven  while  the  door  is  open,  and  may 
sup  with  the  God  of  Heaven. 

This  commission  of  the  Spirit  is  the  door  of  heaven 
in  this  last  age,  and  he  that  believeth  in  the  doctrine 
of  the  true  God  and  his  commission,  doth  enter  in 
at  the  door  of  heaven  :  and  though  these  times  may 
be  the  worst  of  times  as  to  temporal  affairs,  yet  it  h 
the  best  time  to  the  seed  of  faith  to  exercise  itself, 
that  hath  been  above  this  thousand  years ;  for  who 
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knew  the  form  and  nature  of  God  till  now,  and  the 
form  and  nature  of  the  right  devil ;  the  knowledge  of 
the  one  causeth  the  soul  to  mount  up  to  heaven,  and 
the  knowledge  of  the  other  maketh  the  soul  descend^ 
into  the  lowest  hell,  and  ascend  out  of  it  again. 
These  things  are  wonderful  hard  to  understand  by 
them  that  have  no  faith,  but  to  those  that  have  faith 
in  the  true  God,  and  in  the  commission  of  the  Spirit, 
it  is  very  easy ;  which  I  do  not  question  you  nor 
George  Gamble,  though  I  thus  speak.  * 


Friend  ifosiy 

I  hope  the  books  that  were  sent  to  George  Gamble 
did  not  receive  much  damage,  though  they  passed 
through  great  casualties.  Likewise  I  heard  that 
George  Gamble  was  in  some  ti*ouble  about  quartering 
of  soldiers,  but  I  hope  it  is  not  so  bad  as  it  was  re- 
ported. I  am  a  writing  an  answer  to  William  Penn*s 
book,  and  as  soon  as  I  can  I  shall  get  them  printed  ; 
but  I  know  not  how  any  can  be  conveyed  safe  to  you 
in  that  country. 

Tliis  is  all  at  present,  only  my  love  and  my  wife's 
love  remeipbered  unto  yourself  and  George  GamblCi 
mnd  my  love  to  Colonel  Phaire  and  his  wife,  and  all 
friends  else  in  the  faith  there  with  you. 

■'>  •  I  rest  your  friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON* 


P»$tem,  August  11,  1673. 

SE 
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Frkniy 

I  would  deftire  you  to  deliver  this  pftper  fucloaed 
tx>  what  Quakers  you  think  will  faithfully  r€»d  it  iya 
the  Meeting ;  I  liave  sent  it  unsealed  for  you  to  rotdt 
and,  if  you  think  it  worth  your  paints,  to  tfljie  acopy 
of  it  before  you  deliver  it  to,  them  ;  because  if  tte/ 
should  deal  deceitfully  with  that,  and  hide  it  fron 
others,  you  have  a  copy  of  the  &an)e  may  the  hetteC 
convince  gainsay ers. 


A  Copif  of  a  Letter  written  by  tf^e  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Mtiggleton  to  Mr.  Thomas  Tompkinsony  of  Slade^ 
home,  bearing  date  from  London,  August  11,  1673. 

Loving  and  kimi  Friend  in  the  true  faith,  ITumoi  Tompkimony 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  bearing  date  June 
t7,  1^3,  but  I  could  not  well  give  you  an  answer  of 
it  ^itice,  because  I  have  been  much  employed  in  writ-^ 
ing,  both  in  the  answer  to  Penn's  book,  and  other- 
wise ;  so  that  I  cannot  perfect  the  answer  not  as  vet» 
because  of  seven^l  occasions  doth  happen  which  dk>th 
hinder  me ;  and  as  for  that  business  concerning  the 
oaths,  and  receiving  the  Sacrament,  it  doth  not  belong 
to  you,  and  if  it  should  come  to  be  forced  upon  you, 
it  is  not  lawful  for  you  to  take  it ;  for  whoever  doth 
take  it  now,  will  as  soon  take  an  oath  to  the  con- 
trary, when  occasion  is,  for  this  business  will  not 
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hold  lone  at  the  lock  it  is  now  :  but  I  suppose  our 
iiieiid  Mr.  Delamain  hath  given  you  some  satisfac-^ 
tioQ  in  this  business  before  now ;  and  as  for  ouf  friend 
HaUy  that  doth  desire  me  to  send  a  book  bound 
altogether^  I  thought  it  convenient  to  let  you  know  . 
before  I  send  it  that  I  had  none  bound,  until  about 
two  weeks  since  I  have  met  with  a  book-binder  that 
hath  bound  me  some^  and  there  is  all  the  books 
bound  together,  except  The  Mortality  of  the  Soul, 
and  there  is  none  of  them  to  be  had,  nor  hath  not 
been  a  long  time ;  neither  is  there  any  clasps  to  them 
that  are  bound  now,  it  being  dangerous  to  put  clasps 
01I5  but  they  are  well  covered  with  good  strong 
covers ;  besides,  there  is  never  a  Divine  Looking- 
Glass  single  to  be  had  but  what  is  bound  in  the 
whole  set,  if  you  would  givie  twice  the  price,  therefore 
I  would  wish  you  to  make  much  of  them  you  have^ 
^r  they  will  be  very  hard  to  come  by  ere  long ;  so 
that  if  our  friend  Hall  will  have  one  of  them  as  they 
are,  without  The  Mortality  or  clasps,  I  will  send  him 
Qoe ;  the  price  of  it  is  eleven  shillings^  as  it  always 
vmsi  io  if  be  do  like  of  it,  let  me  know  by  what 
cmrrkrl  shall  send  it,  and  I  will  send  it  to  you. 
.  So  being  in  haste  I  shall  take  leave  it  present,  only 
illy' love  and  my  wife's  love  remembered  unto  your- 
self, cind  to  your  wife,  and  Thomas  Hal),  and  all 
friends  m  the  faith  there  with  you. 

J  rest  and  remain  your  friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Tike  PortefHy  London  J 
August  llylGTS. 
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A  C(^  of,  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  I^^^Wumkfi 
Muggietim  to  Mrs.  Dorothy  Carter,  bearing  ikte 
January  16,  1674» 

.   Dcat  Fri€9d(n  the  f  rue  fmthj  Ihrothy  Carter  J 

THIS  is  to  certify  you,  that  I  recei?edi  yimg 
letter  dated  January  8,  1674,  and  am  glad  to  heaor 
that  yourself,  and  all  the  rest  of  friends  you  makd 
mention  of  are  in  health  :  and  as  for  Mr.  Goodwyn 
taking  no  notice,  nor  speaking  any  thing  conceraing 
his  faith  in  this  commission,  do  not  you  be  troubled 
at  it,  neither,  do  you  speak  to  him  about  it  at  all^ 
except  be  speak  to  you  first ;  for  if  his  heart  bfe 
falling  from  that  affection  and  love  be  had  ooce  to  it, 
in  the  .days  of  your  daughterfs  *life»  let  him  go,  £ir 
every  one  must  ^tand  by  bis  owa faith ;.  but  his.^'th^ 
which:  wijl  jip1;hold  out  to  the  end,  will  miss  of  iha 
end.  of  hu^Mth,  ^which,  is  the  salvation  of .  his  sou!/; 
and  if  he  did;  t)roQure  ^a]  ble^iog  £rom[  me>  thMOgh 
your  daughter*^  prompting  him  on  to  ask  it  of) me, 
yet  if  he  stick  not  to  it  with  all  his  heart,,  and.witli 
all  his  soul,  to  his  life's  end,  he  will  lose  the  beo^At 
of  it  as  others  have  done  :  but  seeing  he  doth:  not 
rebel  against  it,  nor  speak  for  it,  let  him  alone ;  if 
he  be  contented,  I  am  contented  ;  if  he  make  no  mfen^ 
tion  of  it,  I  advise  you  to  do  the  same,  and  there  is 
np  quQ^tipn  but  he ,  wilt  find  trouble  enough  in  the 
world,  even  as  the  sparks  fly  upwards,  which  is  tlie 
portion  of  every  man  and  woman  in  the  world,  riiore 
or  less;  but  happy  are  those  that  have  peace  in  the 
feith  of  thib  commission  of  the  Spirit. 
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Also  you  say  William  Newcombe  is  intended  to  go 
to  Virginia^  and  take  two  of  his  children  along  with 
him.  I  wonder  what  is  in  mens  minds  to  run  amongst 
the  heathens^  that  are  without  God  in  the  world ; 
besides,  the  climate  doth  not  agree  with  the  English 
nature  to  live  there  contentedly;  but  some  men, 
when  the  world  frowns  upon  them^  having  not  pa^ 
tience  to  submit,  they  run  into  a  present  destruction  i 
just  as  if  a  man  should  seek  the  living  amoi^  the 
dead,  so  doth  all  that  goeth  out  of  England  for  want 
of  livelihood,  thinking  to  find  it  there.  I  have  known 
several  hath  done  so  thinking  to  find  life,  but  the}^ 
have  found  death  instead  of  life.  My  nature  is  so 
contrary  to  go  out  of  the  land  of  Caaaan^  6f  Ei^land, 
amongst  the  heathen,  tbat.I  had  rather  livei in  prison 
iiere  all  days  of  my  life.  But  where  .men  catinot  bear 
the  Gross  patiently,  they  seek  deliverance  by  running 
into  a  present  destruction ;  which  frees  men  from  all 
troubles,  but  not  with  peace  of  mind  As  f6r  those 
books  he  saith  he  hath  of .  mine,  which  he  thinks 
€ome  to  fifty  shillings,  I  cannot  think  be  hath  so 
many ;  I  know  not  what  coun^  to  glveJyou  con^ 
eerning  them,  neither  would*  I:  hinder  you  iroop  doibg 
the  man  good,  for  I  know  money  is.scarde  with  most 
people  no w-a-days ;  but  I.  shall  lay  no  b6nds  upon 
you  in  this  thing,  ^but  leave  itto  the  freedom  of  your 
own  hearts  ;  but  if  you=  dio  buy  those/books  of  Wil- 
liam Newcombe,  I  would  not  havevyou  sttid  them  to' 
Virginia  amongst  the  heathen^ ;  it  will  signify!  nothing 
at  sdl ;  I  havellost  several  l;)Ooks(that  way,i!so  that 
I  will  never  send  book jmoreiby  sea;  I  wotuldirash 
you  to  keep  them  yourselves,  and  if  you  cannot  tell 
how  to  bestow  them,  if  you  please  send  them  to  me, 
and  I  will  put  theoioff  as^I'catt;^  i^Us  is  all  I  can  say 
as  to  this,  but  leave  it  to  yoyr  owp  liberty  ;  and  as 
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for  Capt.  Wildey,  Mr.Cawley,  Mr.  Delamain/ Mr. 
SMidington,  tbev  are  all  well,  but  Mrs*  Whall^  is 
dead  and  buriecl ;  she  got  an  extreme. cold  la  her 
head  and  teeth  about  Idichaelmas  last  past,  and  die 
would  needs  be  let  blood ;  so  the  doctor  let  her  blood, 
till  her  life  was  almost  gone,  but  with  much  ado  she 
was  preserved  bMvc  in  a  gr^t  deal  of  misery  a  quarter 
of  a  year;  she  was  buried  upon  New- Year's  day, 
when  I  was  at  Brainipee,  in  Easex,  at  Mr.  White- 
head's house ;  but  I  saw  her  befidr^  I  went,  and  site 
was  Tdry  well  satisfied  in  her  mind  as  to  iu&t  eternal 
happiness ;  she  had  not  the  least  doubt  in  ber }  if  she 
had  not  been  let  blood  she  might,  have  lived  jnany 
years  ;  and  a»  for  Mrsi  Griffith  she  is  (Kit  of  t<mn^ 
and  will  not  be  in  London  this  two  weeks^  as  I  hear 
by  my  daughter  White,  neither  have  I  seen  Mrs* 
Griffith  since  she  brought  me  your  letter,  which 
desired  me  to  lay  out  six  shillings  ftnr  Sarah  Hatter, 
which. I  lei  JVur^  Griffith  have;  and  as  for  Sarah 
I  have  not  seen  her  since  I  came  to  town^  but  I  hear 
ahe  goeth  out  to  work  allays,  and  comes  home  to 
my  daoghfaer's  at  night ;  I  heard  nothing,  but  that 
ihe>is  fvditj  w;dl^  and>  that  she  camwt  wdte  to  you 
as  she  Would,  she  being  bo  bad  a  scribe ;  and  when 
she  is  at  leisure  then  her  father  is  not,  and  when  he 
is  at  leisure  then  she  is  not.  ; When  Mnu  Griffith 
cottieth  to  town  she  shall  have  yonr  letter^  hoping 
ahewill  satisfy  vou  furthen  •> 
:  This  is  all  at  present,  only  my  love,  with  my  wife's, 
mkiend[>eied  Unto  you^  «md  Betty  Massden,;  Betty 
Websbir,  Anne  Mallate^  and  all  ftieiais  ebe. 

Ybur  Friend, 

LQDOWICiUE  MtroiaLETON. 

^  P&rttm^LMdonyJatL  Id,  1674. 
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4  (^9Py  ^f  ^  Leti^r  written  Sy  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
MuggJettm^  to  Mrs.  FranceB  Mm^j  containing  her 
hlessing,  dated  January  23,  I6f4. 

lMii9g  FHendii^  the  trmRutky  Frances  Man, 

I  UNDERSTAND  that  you  are  not  in  health, 
80  that  you  cannot  conveniently  go  abroiu],  mithw 
k  there  freedom  for  me  hor  ray  wtfe  to  coQie  iand  so 
you.:  tharefwe  I  thought  good  to  Write  theise  few 
Hoes  unti>  yoU|  to  coirifdrt  and  bertr  up  your  spirit 
in  your  trouble,  as  foUowfetb  : 

I  have  had  experience  of  }ate  days  of  your  fkith 
in  the  true  God>  and  in  this  commision  of  the  Sf^rit, 
though  I  know  it  was  long  belbre  your  heart  did 
close  with  it ;  but  when  you  received  me  in  the  name 
of  a  prbphet,  you  did  set  to  your  seal,  in  yoar  own 
soul,  that  I  was  true,  and  seDt  of  God ;  so  that 
when  you  received  me,  you  received  him  that  9^t 
me,  even  the  true  God  ;  so  that  after  you  believed^ 
you  were  sealed  with  the  holy  spirit  of  promise^ 
which  is  the  blessing  and  assumnce  of  everlasting 
life,  then  did  the  day-stor  arise  i^  yoiur  hjeart ;  that 
iSytheact  of  &ith  is  the  star  that  did  airiseinypur 
heart,  to  enlighten  your  understanding  in  the  things 
of  eternity,  in  those  deep  hidden  mysteries  of  God 
becoming  flesh,  and.  the  devil  becoming  flesh.  Upon 
these  two  foundations  standetb  eternal  life,  and  eter^ 
nal  death,  and  the  act  of  faith  in:  man  is  that  "which 
giveth  the  aminrance  of  ererlasting  iife^  which  aKm- 
ranee  of  it  dpth  abide  in  yourself,  which,  hath  ap* 
peared  in  jon,  in  that  you  havejwtt  been  afihamed  of 
your  faitb  befowmidii,  but  have  jwtiiled  your  ftitb 


Digitized  by 


Google 


40B 

in  this  commission  of  the  spirit  against  all  gain« 
sayers  ;  so  that  you,  being  justified  by  faith  in  your 
own  soul,  I  know  you  have  peace  with  God,  and  sa 
the  assurance  of  your  eternal  happiness  on  tte  other 
side  of  death :  so  that  I  can  truly  say  by  you,  as 
Christ  did,  when  on  earth,  to  his  disciples  that  be- 
lieved on  him.  Blessed  arey&ur  eyes,  fer  they  see,  and 
your  ears  that  hear,  and  your  heart  that  understandsthe 
things  that  beiong  unto  your  peace  ;  which  is  the  peace 
of  God  that  passeth  all  understanding,  which  none 
upon  ejirth  nave  but  thoae  that  truly  believe  in  thi» 
commission  of'  the  Spirit ;  and  because  jroii  have 
stretched  "^rth  the  band  of  faith,  and  have  taken  and 
eat  of  the  tree  of  life,  you  shall  live  forever ;  for  by 
faith  you  have  eaten  of  the  flesh  of  God,  in  that  you 
have  believed  that  God  became  flesh ;  and  you  have 
drank  of  his  blood,  in  that  you  have  believed  that 
God  died,  and  shed  his  mosrt  pret^ious  blood  to  re-- 
deem  the  seed  of  Adam  ;  ^o  that  mith  in  his  blood  it 
faaib  purified  your  heart  from  that  thick  darkness  of 
unbelief;  which  lieth  upon  all  people  in  the  world  ; 
but  those  of  this  faith.  That  is  that  water  of  life  that 
doth  quinch  the  thirsty  soul,  so  that  you  shall  never 
hunger  and  thirst  more  after  the  forgiveness  of  sin, 
iwr  after  the  Msurance  of  everlasting  life;  and  these 
words  of  mine  sliall  be  aa  the  leaves  that  fkll  from  the 
tree  of  life,  which  is  for  the  healing  of  the  nations,  so 
shall  they  be  for  the  healing  of  your  troubled  ^oul 
with  the  seed  of  the  serpent  in  this  life.  This  fiuth 
is  the  faith  of  God's  elect,  that  removeth  that  moun^ 
tain  of  darkness  and  ignorance  that  lieth  before  the 
understandings  of  all  mankind  by  nature ;  this  faith 
is  that  which  doth  ascend  up  to  heaven,  and  pieroeth 
through  the  sky,  and  beholdeth  our  God,  our  king, 
and  our  redeemer^  upon  the  throne  of  his^  glory? 
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which  faith  is  an  evidence  to  the  soul,  that  we  shaU 
«ee  him  fiace  to  face,  who  was  dead,  but  is  alive  ;  and 
behold  he  is  alive  for  evermore. 

These  things  considered,  let  feith  and  patience  bear 
up  your  soul  in  this  troublesome  world,  and  after  a 
little  season  you  shall  enter  into  the  possession  of 
those  eternal  joys,  and  endless  pleasures. 

This  with  my  love  presented  unto  you,  I  restatid 
remain  your  friend  in  the  eternal  Truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON; 

January  9Sy  1674. 


A  Copy  rf  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton  to  Elizabeth  Dickinson^  Jun.  being  her 
Blessing,  bearing  date  March  6,  l674« 

Elixabeth  Dickmion  the  Younger, 

I  UNDERSTAND,  by  Goodwife  Love,  that 
you  are  not  well,  but  rather  di-awing  near  the  grave, 
and  that  you  would  gladly  have  seen  me  before  you 
die  ;  yet  being  comforted  in  yourself  that  you  shall 
see  me  hereafter  in  heaven,  I  was  desired  to  write  a 
few  lines  unto  you,  to  add  to  your  comfort  before  you 
go  hencct  and  shall  be  seen  no  more.  I  have  con^- 
sidered  your  tender  age,  and  weak  distempered  body, 
ever  since  you  were  born ;  yet  with  tender  looking 
to,  your  weak  distempered'  nature  hath  been  pre- 
served and  upheld  to  this  day,  yet  the  root  of  your 

3F 


Digitized  by 


Google 


410 

disease  doth  still  remain,  and  cannot  be  cast  out  but 
]by  death)  it  being  born  with  you  ;  but  in  the  resur- 
rection this  vile  distempered  body  of  yours,  which  is 
now  mortal^  shall  rise  an  immortal,  spiritual  body« 
capable  of  eternal  joy  and  glory,  where  no  diseases^ 
pain  or  sorrow  can  come,  where  body  and  soul  shall 
live  in  joy  and  pleasure  for  evermore^  And  though  I 
know  there  can  be  no  fears  of  death  to  arise  in  your 
fieart,  because  of  the  tenderness  of  your  age,  you  be- 
ing uncapable  of  actual  sin,  the  sting  of  death  is  taken 
away  from  you,  for  the  sting  of  death  is  sin,  and  the 
strength  of  sin  is  the  law  ;  but  that  being  not  capa-- 
ble  of  the  breach  of  any  law,  so  no  sting  of  death 
can  lay  hold  of  you  ;  I  knowing  this,  would  add  a 
word  of  comfort  to  strengthen  your  spirit  here,  and 
to  your  happiness  hereafter  in  the  kindom  of  eternal 
glory,  where  is  joy  and  pleasure  at  the  right-hand  of 
our  God  and  King,  and  our  Redeemer,  for  evermore. 
And  that  you  may  be  the  more  satisfied  and  com* 
forted  in  the  assurance  of  everlasting  happiness  in  the 
life  to  come,  I  do  declare  you,  Elizabeth  the  younger, 
one  of  the  blessed  of  the  Lord,  both  in  soul  and  body, 
to  all  eternity.  And  if  you  do  liv^  till  Whitsuntide^ 
I  do  intend  to  see  you  if  possible. 

So  resteth  your  friend, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

T%e  Postern, 
Murch  6)  1674. 
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Poitscript  of  a  Letter  to  Mn.  FutereU. 

SOVEREIGN  means  to  give  you  peace  in  this 
life,  and  in  the  life  to  come ;  and  you  seem  to  be 
yery  well  satisfied  in  it  ever  since  ;  but  now  about  the 
death  of  this  child,  I  perceive  your  faith  foileth  you, 
in  that  you  have  let  such  a  conceit  (that  your  child  1 
was  bewitched)  to  enter  into  your  heart,  to  cause  ' 
this  melancholy  humour  in  you,  that  maketh  ship- 
wreck of  your  natural  peace  here,  and  will  eclipse 
your  spiritual  peace  hereafter,  if  it  be  not  reasoned 
out  in  your  own  soul,  for  my  faith  is  stedfast  in  what 
I  said  unto  you,  therefore  let  your  faith  be  stedfast 
in  m6  without  doubting,  and  you  shall  never  perish 
in  the  peace  of  your  mind,  neither  in  this  life,  nor 
in  the  life  to  come,  but  shall  have  everlasting  life  ; 
and  let  not  melancholy  thoughts  of  your  child^s  be- 
ing bewitched,  or  evil  surmise,  enter  into  your  mind, 
but  let  your  faith  on  God,  and  in  this  commission  of 
the  Spirit,  and  patience  in  temporal  troubles,  {possess 
your  soul,  then  will  you  receive  an  hundred  fold  of 
peace  and  satisfaction  in  the  life  to  come,  and  life  ever^ 
lasting.  , 

This  is  the  true  way  to  have  peace  in  this  4rfe,  and    ! 
in  the  life  to  come ;  and  wliat  can  I  do  more  for  you   | 
than  I  have  done  to  settle  your  mind  in  peace  ?  Yet 
if  you  have  conceived  any  prejudice  in  your  heart 
against  any  believers,  though  it  be  causeless,  yet  I 
shall  part  you  asunder,  so  that  you  and  your  husband 
shall  have  no  society  with  them,  nor  they  with  you, 
no  more  than  any  stranger  ;  so  that  you  may  be  sa- 
tisfied, and  your  peace  may  be  perperved,  all  shall     j^ 
be  well. 
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This  is  as  much  as  can  be  said  in  this  matter,  and 
all  I  can  say  at  present,  hoping  you  will  take  my  ad- 
Tice  in  what  I  have  said  in  this  paper,  that  ray  words 
may  take  place  in  you  to  your  peace  of  mind  here, 
and  eternal  happiness  hereafter,  as  it  hath  done  in 
several  others. 

This  with  my  true  love  remembered  to  yourself  I 
rest  your  friend  in  the  eternal  Truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON* 

Poslertit  London, 
Jkik  II,  1674. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  torote  by  the  Prophet  Lodmokhe 
Muggleten  to  Mrs,  Hampson  of  Cambridge, 

Dear  Friend  Mn.  Hampsottj 

I  UNDERSTAND  you  have  some  troubie  ujpH 
x>n  your  mind  about  the  death  of  your  child,  as  if  it 
was  bewitched  j  I  thought  your  faith,  in  what  I  had 
declared  concerning  witches,  had  been  stronger  than 
to  to  think  that  witches  should  have  pow«r  over  in- 
fonts,  which  are  not  capable  of  fear,  for  fear  and  be- 
lief is  the  inlet  to  all  witchcraft,  fear  entered  first  into 
the  mind,  and  belief  enters  into  the  blood,  and  so 
men,  women,  and  children  comes  to  be  bewitched  ; 
but  I  suppose  your  child  was  not  capable  of  any  of 
these  two ;  hkewise  frights  to  children  may  cause 
fits,  like  to  witchcraft  fits,  yet  iK)t  bewitched  in  tlm 
least ;  besides^  children  in  the  conception,  when  they 
are  conceived  in  the  womb,  may  partake  of  that  me^ 
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laocholy  blood  in  the  nature  of  the  parents,  or  of  any 
other  distemper  or  disease  in  the  parents,  as  I  by  ex* 
perienoe  do  know  by  my  own  children/  two  sons  by 
my  second  wife,  as  sweet  children  as  eye  could  look 
on,  yet  partakers  of  their  mother's  nature,  who  was 
a  comely  woman  to  see  to,  yet  of  a  melancholy  drop^ 
sical  nature  and  humour,  if  things  did  not  go  well  in 
this  wopld,  as  no  man  can  assure  his  wife  all  things 
shall  prosper  always,  because  troubles  are  as  sparks 
of  fire  that  fly  upwards,  and  fall  down  to  its  centre 
again,  especially  where  children  are.  The  first-bom 
son  was  stricken  with  a  convulsive  fit,  when  it  was  a 
year  old,  as  it  sat  upon  my  knee,  when  it  was  merry, 
and  it  lived  till  it  was  three  years  old ;  afterwards  the 
second  son  I  had  by  her  did  grow  up  and  prosper  till 
he  was  three  years  old,  after  that  the  evil  did  break 
out,  and  it  encreased  to  the  running  evil  from  place 
to  place,  and  he  lived  thus  till  he  was  nine  years  old, 
though  I  used  means  to  help  him,  but  all  in  vain ; 
and  when  the  child  died  I  was  glad,  knowing  all  the 
children  I  had  by  her  did  partake  of  her  mektncholy 
and  dropsical  nature,  and  not  any  witchcraft  powers 
in  the  least ;  and  I  know  your  nature  is  given  much 
to  melancholy  and  discontent  of  mind^  produced  out 
of  your  own  surmisings»  which  are  asistlse  as  God  is 
true,  so*  that  you  have  crated  to  yourself  fears  where 
no  fear  is,  and  sorrow  where  you  might  have  had 
joy^  and  grief  where  you  might  have  had  comfort; 
and.  though  you  are  not  sensible  of  the  hurt  it  doth 
your  person,  it  being  grpwn  strong,  yet  your  mind 
being  troubled,  it  corrupts  your  nature,  in  that  it 
enters  into  your  blood  ;  and  the  grief  your  husband 
hatli  to  see  you  in  this  condition,  that  nothing  will 
comfort  you^  it  hurteth  his  nature  also,  which  never 
was  very  healthful  since  I  knew  him  ;  so  that  what 
evil  is  produced  in  your  body  by  fearjs  and  melan- 
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• 

cholvi  you  must  expect  your  children  mutt  partake 
at  one  time  or  anotoer,  and  you  have  no  remedy  but 
patience  ;  therefore  I  shall  say  this  unto  you,  I  re^ 
member  when  you  were  first  married  your  melancholy 
mind  wanted  rest,  not  only  in  this  life^  but  yov 
wanted  peace  and  assurance  of  happiness  in  the  life 
to  come,  and  for  that  purpose  you  desired  a  blessing 
of  mtf  which  upon  your  request  I  gave  you,  and  you 
seem^  to  be  satisfied  in  it  ever  since ;  and  my  fiititb 
is  sted£itst  in  what  I  said  unto,  therefore  let  yours  be 
stedfast  in  me,  without  doubting,  and  you  shall  never 
perish,  but  have  everlasting  life ;  and  let  not  these 
melancholy  thoughts  of  witchcraft,  or  evil  surmises, 
enter  into  your  mind,  but  let  your  faith  in  God,  and 
in  the  commission  of  the  Spirit,  and  patience  in 
temporal  troubles,  refresh  your  souU  thenr  will  you 
receive  an  hundred  fold  of  peace  and  satisfaction  in 
this  life,  and  in  the  life  to  come  life  everlasting.  This 
is  the  true  way  to  have  peace  in  this  life,  and  in  the 
life  to  come  ;  and  what  can  I  do  more  for  you  than  I 
have  done,  to  set  your  mind  in  peace  ?  ¥et  if  yoit 
have  conceived  any  prejudice  in  your  heart  against 
any  of  the  believers,  though  it  be  causeless,  yet  I  shall 
jpart  you  asunder,  so  that  you  nor  your  husband  shall 
nave  no  society  with  them,  nor  they  with  you ;  so 
your  peace  can  be  preserved,  all  shall  be  well.  This 
if  as  much  as  can  he  said  in  this  matter^  and  all  I  shall 
sav  at  present,  hoping  you  will  take  my  advice  in 
what  I  have  said  in  this  paper,  that  my  words  may 
take  place  in  you  to  your  peace  of  mind  here,  and 
eternal  hapinness  hereafter,  as  it  hath  done  in  several 
others. 

This  with  my  true  love  remembered  to  yourself  and 
husband,  I  rest  your  friend  in  the  eternal  Truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Pofienty  London^  June  II,  1674, 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton  to  Isabella  Malum,  Quaker^  dated  from 
London^  October  1,  I67*,  and  directed  to  her  at 
Nottingham. 

liabeUa  M<ditm^ 

I  RECEIVED  a  letter,  dated  Nottingham, 
the  12th  of  the  fifth  month,  1674-  I  know  it  is  not 
of  your  hand- writing,  but  it  is  the  testimony  of  your 
own  heart,  as  you  have  declared ;  wherein  you  have 
shewed  what  seed  and  nature  you  are  of,  even  the 
seed  of  the  serpent,  in  that  you  have  b^n  left  to  the 
reasonings  of  your  own  heart,  as  King  Saul  was,  to 
reject  the  prophet  of  the  Lord,  in  sinning  against  the 
commandment  of  the  prophet  Samuel,  and  go  to  a 
witch ;  so  that  the  good  Spirit  of  the  Lord  departed 
from  him,  and  an  evil  spirit  pf  the  Liord  was  sent 
unto  him;  so  it  is  with  you:  you  have  reieoted  and 
demised  me,  the  prophet  of  the  Lord,  and  have  eiven 
your  testimony  against  the  good  Spirit  of  :tbe  £ord« 
and  did  strive  with  your  evil  spirit  of  reason,  the 
devil  in  you ;  which  good  spirit  would  have  led  you 
through  that  narrow  gate  which  leads  to  life  eternal, 
which  few  do  find,  or  enter  therein.  But  I  perceive 
the  evil  spirit  of  reason  in  you  hath  prevailed,  and 
hath  the  victory  ov«:  you,  and  bath  led  you  captive, 
insomuch  that  it  hath  caused  you  to  despise  and 
reiect  the  good  Spirit  of  the  Xx>rd,  in  bis  messeaeer, 
which  brings  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  dl  mat 
truly  bdieve  in  him.,    i        . 

1.  This.Spirit  of  truth  you  calji  a  seducing  spirit 
of  Lodowicke  Muggleton,  which  you  say  leads  to 
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death  and  destruction ;  so  that  the  good  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  that  did  strive  with  you,  and  had  almost  per- 
suaded you  to  join  with  it,  as  you  have  expressed  in 
your  testimony,  is  now  departed  from  you  ;  and  the 
evil  spirit  of  reason  in  you  is  now  to  be  your  guide ; 
and  the  good  Spirit  shall  strive  no  more  with  you ; 
for  you  shall  be  given  up  to  a  reprobate  mind,  as 
Saul  was ;  and  the  hope  of  such  hypocrites  as  you 
shall  perish. 

2.  You  gay,  it  is  now  upon  your  heart  to  declare 
something  how  you  came  to  lose  your  condition, 
and  to  backslide  from  the  Quakers,  and  from  that 
light  within,  which  you  call  the  light  of  Christ, 
which  did  reprove  you  of  sin,  and  convince  your 
conscience  of  the  vanities,  and  customs,  and  fashions 
of  this  world. 

As  to  this,  I  say,  if  you  had  been  at  rest,  and  peace 
of  mind,  in  the  Quakers  principles  and  practice,  you 
would  never  have  backslidden  from  tb^«  For  the 
cause  why  people  run  from  one  thing  to  another  is^ 
because  they  are  not  at  rest  where  tlwy  are*  For 
this  I  say,  if  religious  people  could  find  peace»  and 
rest  of  mind,  in  the  doctrine  and  practice  of  the 
seven  churches,  there  would  never  a  man  or  women 
believe  me ;  for  there'is  none  believes  me,  but  those 
that  ate  lost;  for  I  am  in  the  same  condition  as 
Christ  was  when  up6n  earth ;  he  came  but  unto  the 
hit  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel,  not  to  those  that  were 
settled  in  a  form  of  religion,  as  the  Scribes  and  Pha- 
risees were,  and  as  all  the  sevan  churches  are  now: 
so  that  if  you  had  found  rest  in  the  Quakers  way,  why 
did  you  not  keep  there^  "Why  did  you  backslide 
from  them?  Certainly,  if  the  Quakers  way  had 
been  the  trath,  (as  yon  say  now,)  it  would  have 
given  you  rest  then.    And  are  you  so  bewitched^  to 
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think  that  you  shall  find  more  peace  in  that  tnrth 
you  backslided  from  iiow,  than  you  did  when  you 
were  in  your  innocency?  Will  the  Quakers  love 
backsliders  better  than  they  did  before  ?  1  am  sure, 
the  tnie  God,  nor  his  messengers,  doth  not  love  back- 
fi(fidersi  nor  hypocrites,  nor  rebels,  as  they  do  inte- 
grity and  uprightness  of  heart.  •  But  the  Quakers 
people  being  ignorant  of  the  true  God,  perhaps  their 
God,  an  infinite  Spirit  without  a  body,  or  that  God 
ib  them,  will  be  more  merciful  than  the  true  God  : 
perhaps  their  God,  an  infinite  Spirit,  will  love  you 
better  for  your  backsliding  from  them ;  and  the^  more 
because  you  had  like  to  have  been  catched  in  Mug- 
gleton's  snare,  as  you  say.  But  I  can  do  as  Peter  did 
by  his,  pick  out  of  his  snare  or  net  the  good  fish,  and 
cast  the  bad  away,  I  can  spare  such  as  you  are  very 
Well.  And  whereas  you  say  you  backslided  from  that 
light  within  you,  which  you  call  Christ,  which  did 
reprove  you,  and  convince  your  conscience  of  sin,  and 
of  the  vanity  of  this  world ;  this  light  of  Christ  was 
nothing  else  but  the  law  written  in  your  heart,  which 
did  accuse  you  when  your  mind  was  vain ;  and  whenf 
your  mind  did  not  run  after  vanity,  the  law  written 
m  your  heart  did  excuse  your  conscience. 
^  Indeed  this  law  was  written  in  every  man's  heart 
by  Christ,  the  only  God ;  therefore  may  be  called 
the  light  of  Christ,  that  enlightenetk  every  man  that 
Cometh  into  the  world:  but  Christ's  person  is  distinct 
from  this  law  written  in  man's  heart;  and  this  light 
of  the  law  is  distinct  from  Christ ;  and  whoever 
maketh  the  law  written  in  his  heart,  that  accuseth 
and  excuseth,  to  be  the  very  Christ,  as  the  Quakers 
do,  that  Christ  within  them  shall  prove  the  greatest 
ctevil  to  all  eternity. 
*^  3.   You  say,  you  desired  to  see  Lodowicke  Mug- 
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gleton*s  books :  you  say  you  beard  sl^me  places  ber? 
and  there  rea,d,  and  you  were  asked  tbe  question^ 
whether  ever  you  beard  friends  declare  ^cb  things  f 
And  you  said,  nay.  Likewise  you  do  cotifesSi'yoii 
were  bid  to  take  heed  of  judging  or  speaking  againsi 
bim.  Here  was  the  desire  of  reason,  tbe  devil  in  yon, 
to  see  those  books  :  and  you  say  you  beard  them  read 
toid  those  that  shewed  you  those  books,  force  them 
upon  you,  without  your  desire,  and  contrary  to  yoijf 
mind  ?  They  were  lent  unto  you ;  for  I  am  sure  jou 
bought  none.  What  provoked  you  to  desire  to  sea 
them  for  your  own  hurt  ?  Likewise  you  bad  a  charge 
given  you,  not  to  speak  against  them  ;  but  you  coiif 
trarily  have  spoken  evil  of  them  in  a  high  nature, 
insomuch  that  you  have  spoken  against  your  own 
soul  I  for  had  you  not  been  of  that  reprobate  seed, 
you  ip^ould  have  had  a  care  of  speaking  evil  of  those 
books  that  were  so  lovingly  lent  you :  they  cost  you 
nothing :  had  you  been  of  the  elect  seed,  though 
you  could  not  have  believed  them,  or  not  liked 
them,  you  would  have  been  kept  from  speaking  evil 
of  them. 

4.  You  say  you  bad  got  some  of  bis  books,  and 
reading  of  them,  your  heart  became  dark,  having  los^ 
your  guide,  which  caused  you  not  to  believe  in  him, 
as  the  only  prophet  and  messenger  of  the  most  ^igl| 
God.  Here  the  spirit  of  reason  was  struck  dark,  in 
you,  by  reading  those  books,  because  the  doctriiw; 
contained  in  those  books  did  so  far  surmount  the  dpc^ 
tripe  or  principles  of  the  Quakers,  as  the  sun  in  its 
brightness  doth  the  twinkling  star ;  so  that  this  light 
of  the  law  in  you,  which  was  but  as  the  light  of 
a  star  in  you,  which  is  nothing  else  but  th^  Ijg^t  p£ 
nature,  which  guideth  men  to  do  things  honi^t  and 
jjist  between  man  and  man.   And  this  light  of  nature 
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is  that  light  of  Christ  in  you,  and  that  truth  you  so 
much  talk  of ;  foi*  this  I  know,  that  there  is  never  a 
Quaker  in  the  world  that  hath  any  other  light  of 
Christ  in  him,  but  the  light  of  nature,  not  as  he  is  in 
the  state  of  a  Quaker ;  and  this  was  the  cause  you 
were  stark  dark  in  the  reading  those  books,  because 
the  light  in  you  was  put  out,  and  caused  you  to  walk 
in  darkness ;  having  lost  the.  light  of  nature,  you  lost 
your  guide;  which,  if  you  could  have  stood  still 
awhile  in  patience,  you  should  have  seen  the  salva* 
tion  of  the  true  God,  and  have  been  brought  out  of 
that  darkness  into  his  marvellous  light,  which  is 
heavenly,  far  exceeding  the  light  of  the  law  in  you ; 
which  would  have  caused  you  indeed  to  believe  him 
to  be  the  true  prophet  and  messenger  of  the  most 
high. God;  but  you  being  the  seed  of  the  serpent, 
hettven  was  not  appointed  for  you,  but  hell  only. 

5.  You  say,  I  sent  a  letter  to  a  follower  of  mine  at 
Koltihgham,  that  if  the  two  women  that  were  fallen 
fixMti  th^  Quakers,  would  tumfe  them  again,  let  them 
retuirn;  but  if  they  do^  they  will  perish  for  ever. 
Likewise  I  said  in  that  letter,  if  I  be  m  the  truth,  all 
^t  believe  ib  toy  commission  shall  be  toved ;  but  if 
I  btf  not  in  the  truth,  all  shall  be  damned  that  believe 
in  me.  These,  or  to  this  effect,  you  say,  was  part  of 
Btiy  letter.  Further  you  say,  the  hearing  of  this  letter 
struck  you  to  the  heart,  and  much  trouble  seized  upon 
you,  thit  you  should  venture  your  salvation  upon  the 
word^  of  a  mortal  man. 

Also  you  say.  Oh  f  how  you  cried  to  the  Lord,  that 
you  mi^t  once  more  be  worthy  to  be  a  door-keeper 
amongst  the  congregation  of  the  faithful,  before  you 
go  hence,  and  shall  be  seen  no  more. 

As  t6  this,  I  did  send  a  letter  to  a  follower  of  mine 
at  Nottingham,  that  if  the  two  women  that  were 
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fallen  from  the  Quakers  would  return  again  to  thero^ 
let  them  return;  for  I  did  understand^  that  the 
-Quakers  did  solicit  them  much,  with  exhortations; 
and  persuasions,  and  by-letters  to  them,  to  return  to 
them  again.  The  letters  1  have  yet  to  shew ;  and  J 
find  in  those  letters,  that  those  two  women  were  in  a 
great  streight  in  their  minds,  to  give  the  Quakers  an 
absolute  answer,  whether  they  would  return  to  them« 
or  keep  to  Muggleton.  I  heard  those  two  women 
were  in  a  great  quandary,  whether  to  keep  to  me,  pr 
return  to  them  ;  and  especially  Isabella  Malum  was 
inclinable  to  fall  back  to  the  Quakers,  Whereupon 
I  wrote  that  letter  to  my  friend,  that  if  they  would 
return  back  to  the  Quakers  again,  let  them  go ;  but 
if  they  did,  they  would  perish  for  ever ;  and  so  you 
will ;  for  whoever  setteth  the  hand  to  the  plough  of 
faith,  in  this  commission,  and  looketh  back,  will 
perish  to  eternity. 

And  further  1  say,  that  if  I  be  a  true  prophet,  as  I 
know  I  am,  all  those  ^at  truly  believe  me,  and  jboJd 
out  to  the  end,  shall  surely  be  saved ;  but  if  I  be  a 
ialse  prophet,  as  you  say  I  am,  then  all  thode  tibat 
believe  me  shal}  be  damned,  and  I  myself  sbali  tie 
damned,  for  being  deceived  myself,  and  deceiving 
others. 

This  must  be  ventured  by  all  men  and  wottien^ 
else  no  salvation  can  be  attained  unto  in  this  life* 

Therefore  it  concerns  all  you  ministers  and  speakiers, 
to  be  sure  you  are  not  false  ministers  of  Christ  your- 
selves, to  deceive  others;  for  I  can  assure  you,  if 
you  are,  you  will  be  damned  to  eternity  youfselv^; 
and  all  those  that  are  deceived  by  you  will  periah 
also. 

likewise  you  say,  the  hearing  of  this  struck  you 
tQ  the  hearty  ^nd  much  trouble  seized  upon  yoUj  ujt 
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that  you  should  venture  your  salvation  upon   the 
words  of  a  mortal  man. 

As  to  this  I  say,  it  had  been  well  for  you,  had 
you  ventured  your  salvation  upon  the  words  of  a 
mortal  man.  Was  not  all  the  Scripture  given  forth 
by  mortal  men  ?  Was  not  Moses  a  mortal  man, 
who  set  life  and  death  before  the  people;  and  those 
that  put  their  trust  in  his  words  did  live ;  but 
those  that  did  not  venture  thei^  lives  upon  his 
words  were  put  to  death,  as  n^y  be  read  abun^ 
dantly  in  the  Scriptures.  Wq^e  not  Peter,  and 
the  rest  of  the  apostles,  Wrtal  men^  y^t  the 
keys  of  heaven,  and  of  hell^  were  given  unto  them ; 
ainid  whose  sins  were  fdr^ven  by  them  >  on  earth, 
were ; forgiven  by  God  in.  h^veii;  and  whose  sin9 
were  not  foreiven  by  them  here  oh  earth,  were  not 
forriven  by  God  in  heaven.  *: 

^ow  ought  not  those  that  heard  them,  and  believed 
tJ^^,  to  venture  their  salvation  upon  the  word$  of 
these  mortal  men,  that  preached  life  and  salvation 
by  Jesus  Cbriht  linto  them  ;.  yeay  all  that  were^aved 
byfaitiait  their  .doctrine,  ventdi)eid  thefp  saliiatioiiis 
upon  the  words*  6f  those  tniortal  iiiien ;  and. wfa^vevcnr 
did  dot  venture  dieir  salvation  upon  those!  mortal 
mens  words  that  heard  them,  were  damned  to'^er- 
nity :  so  likewise,  if  you  had  veintiired  your  salvk-* 
tion  upon  the  words  of  me,  the  Loird's^truetprbphet, 
which  am  but  a  mortal,  man,  ;y6u  should  assuredly 
have  been  saved^  as  many  oAhersi  chii  witness:  hmt 
in  regsurd  you  could  qot  tentore  your: salvation' upckl 
the;W0nds.of  a  mortal  linady  you: will  assuredly  'be 
damned  to  eternity;  fori.thi&iwas  6od'#;way  evei^ 
sinsce  he  choaCiMosea^  to  igivefauthoiity  to.mortid 
moa  to  bless  and  c^insQ  toi^teraity;  and  that  men 
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and  women  should  believe  them^  and  venture  their 
salvation  upon  their  bare  words. 

Also  you  say.  Oh  !  how  yoo  cried  unto  the  Lord, 
that  you  might  be  once  more  worthy  to  be  a  door^ 
keeper. 

,  Here  you  speak  like  an  ignorant,  silly,  foolish 
womaa>  that  desires  to  be  a  door-^kerper  amongst 
the  CQQgregation  of  the  faithfiiL 

To  discov^  your  ignorance,  let  me  tell  you,  that 
therfe  is  na  door-keepera  of  the  congregation  of  the 
laithful  but  men,  ana  thev  must  be  such  asprof^ets 
and  apostles,  who  have  tbeke3rs  of  heaven  add  helL 
Such  men  as  these  do  open  Ihe  doors  of  mens 
htairts  here  on  earth,  and  letteth  the  spirit  or  sioul 
of  man  out  of  that  prison  of  daiiuiess^  which  every 
man  and  woman's^  nuls  are  in  by  nature;  Shieh 
mortal  men  as  these  have  the  keys  of  the  door  of 
liettv^  to  open  the  66or  of  man'i'  hdart,  that  he 
Xiiay.  Aee  the  li^t  of  bsaven,  and  the  glory  6f  God 
iO)  benlven;  witfa  tUe  glory  of  saints  and  angels,  irk 
Imrm  lilw  uKa^  by;  the  preaching  of  Chnst^  as  F^ter 
diidici.te:  opetied  4db«.:  door  of  Lydia'k  lieiift^  ^id 
abewttd  hte  thergkrJT;«nd  beneft  ilhe  ilwttldiirbcwHie^ 
tven  Ufe  ajfid  sidvation  to  eterntil^,  b^  the  deatth; 
resttfiection^  and  aaoensioti  o£  that  nkan  Gbdst  Jesos; 
iMhibh  the  apbstles  preadied. 
, '  Skich  men  as  tbe^  are  doorMke^pers  of  the  house 
of  God  he^  on  earth ;  wfaicU  hoose  s  the  oongrega- 
tio*  :of  fhithful  believere.  Theiiefefe  it  is  that 
Bavid^  who  was  a  king  and  a  prc^iet,  desired  to  be 
but  a  domvkeeper  inr  the  kohMe  of  the  Londy  and 
God  gfaatod  hk  ftesice^land  save  him  the  key  o( 
beaven,  ihatts,  .to  prophecy  of  Uie  coning'  6f  God 
in  £he  fltshi  wiho  -^m^Ck^tr  who  irtis  1^  dodr,'tiie 
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enter  into  life  eternal,  but  by  this  door,  and  none  could 
Qpen.  this  door  but  those  that  have  the.  key:;  and 
non^.  hath  the  key  but  con^ootUsionitAed  men^  a^ 
M0j$es;  the  prophets,  the  apostles^  John  Keeve  and 
JLiodowicKe  Muggleton. 

These  qiortaj  men  were  made  door^-^eepers  in 
the  boqse  of  God  here  on  earth;  but  they  snail  sift 
upon  throoeaiof  glory  in  heaveiL 

3ut  I  neyer  read  of  any  ^ombathat  Grodi  made 
door-kie^per  of  his  house  here  on: earth;  so  that 
yopr  choice;  shall  not, be  granted  your,  Tout  the  ccm^ 
trary  ;  for  you  shall  have  the  door:  of  hell  opened 
unto  you,  where  you  shall  go  among  the  congrega* 
tion  of  the  i^ithless  and  unbelieTisg  reprobates^ 
where  is  utter  darkness  for  evermore^ 

6.  You  say  you  had  a  book  wriitten  by  Lodo\i^iGk0 
Mu^letoa  in  youjhouae^  called,.  A  Looking-Glajii^ 
for  George  Fox.  You  say.  a  mqst  wiiked/booicj 
^nd  you  often  wished  it  out  of  yx)ur  house!;  it^beinjg 
an  aggravation  of  your  trouble^  wheniyxHi  thought 
of  it.  .    !       . 

It  seems  this  book  became  a  wickediJbook  to  ybuy 
and  an  aggrayatidn  and.ttouble  wH^n^.^pu  tihoiaght 
of  i  t«  The  cawie  why  it  wasi  :ao(  kggnaraifcidni  to  your 
mind  was,  bccauae.you  were, the  seed  of vthe.seip^nty 
as  aforesaid  ;  for  those  books  are. :aa  (aggravation,  to* 
the.piind  of.  none  but  reprobates.;!  fiDt;tbe  Imok  cosli 
vQU  nothing.  If  yx>u  had  bought  it^  you.  would 
ke^ve  esteemed  hcitei;  of  ii^  and  it.  would  ;haT)e 
been  np  trouble  to  your  inirid  ;.  wid^ifyou/tould) 
not  have  believed,  you  would,  have  beeii\ke|it*iii(^ 
speaking  evil  of  iU  But  I  perceive  for  thfe  inost' 
p^ft,^  tho3e  that,  have  these  books:  lent-  tfaemfor 
nothing,  lire  the  gi^eatest  despisers,  and  do  stumble 
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nlost  at  them,  as  you  have  done.  But  I  know  thtf 
cause  why  they  have  been  such  an  aggravatioa  and 
trouble  to  your  mind  is,  because  you  thought 
if  you  should  believe  Muggleton's  writings,  there 
will  not  be  so  many  loaves  and  fishes  in  believ- 
ing this,  as  there  will  be  among  the  Quakers  people ; 
for  be  promises  no  loaves  nor  fishes  at  all ;  and 
there  is  so  few  that  believe  him  in  those  parts ;  so 
that  you  cannot  expect  but  very  few  loaves  and 
fishes  Here.  But  the  Quakers  people  are  many,  and 
th^re  is  niore  loaves  of  bread  and  fishes,  to  eat; 
therefore  said  you  in  your  heart,  I  will  return  t6  the 
Quakers,  again ;  for  you  are  of  the  same  mind  as 
those  hypocrites  were  that  followed  Christ  for  the 
loaves ;  roc  I  am  confident  that  if  I  had  promised 
more  loaves  and  fishes  than  you  found  among  the 
Quakers,  you  would  never  have  returned  to  them 
agaiiu  But,  mubh  good  may  yoa  do  the  Quakers, 
noW  fhey  have  got  you  back  again;  they  have 
laboured  hard  for  you.  For  this  I  say,  it  never 
was  my  practice  to  hire  people  to  believe  my  doo* 
I  trine ;  lor  if  I  could  but  promise  all  those  that 
:  believe  me  loaves  and  fishes,  then  should  I  have 
more  disciples  than  the  Quakers  have ;  therefore  it 
isr  that  so  few  poor  Quakers  believe  me,  hardly  any  ; 
(but  a  many  rich  Quakers  believe  me),  because  I 
cannot  feed  so  many  of  your  hypocrites  with  five 
loaves  and  two  fishes  at  Christ  did  when  on  earth  ; 
for  there  was  veary  few  of  those  five  thousand,  but 
poor;  and  that  they  were  hypocrites  is  clear  by 
Christ's  words,  John  vi.  26.  Jesus  said^  verily,  verily y 
l9ajf  unto  jfOUj  ye  seek  me  not  because  ye  saw  the  mira^ 
cles,  but  because  ye  did  eat  of  the  loaves^  and  wereji//ed. 
So  likewise  you  would  have  followed  me,  not  for 
my  doctrine-sake,  but  for  the  loaves-sake ;  if  I  could 
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have  fed  you  with  loaves  to  the  fill}  for  I  know 
your  desire  of  heart  is  only  to  labour  for  the  meat 
which perisketh^  and  not  for  the  meat  which  endureth  unto 
everiasting  life;  which  all  those  that  do  truly  believe 
my  commission  and  doctrine  do  eat  of,  and  are  satis* 
fied,  in  the  assurance  of  everlasting  life,  which  God 
shall  give  them  in  the  resurrection  at  the  last  day» 
^hich  will  not  be  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  their 
death;  for  there  is  no  time  to  the  dead;  time 
belongeth  only  to  life. 

7*  X  ou  say,  now  it  is  in  your  heart  further  to  de* 
clare,  that  you  do  for  ever  judge  and  condemn  that 
spirit  of  darkness  that  did  lead  you  from  the  light 
(as  you  say)  to  join  with  liodowicke  Muggleton. 
You  say  you  do  also  believe  that  Lodowicke  Mug- 
gleton is  a  false  prophet,  and  seducer^  and  a  bias* 
*  phemer  of  the  living  and  true  God,  who  is  an  infinite 
and  unchangeable  Spirit,  and  lives  and  wdlks  in  his 
people,  meaning  the  Quakers. 

Here  you  have  brought  death  and  destruction 
upon  your  own  head.  You  have  sought  after  eter- 
nal death  as  for  hid  treasure,  in  that  you,  being  an 
ignorant  sottish  woman,  should  undertake  to  judse 
a  proj)het,  whose  revelation  and  knowledge  of  God's 
mind  in  the  Scriptures  is  beyond  the  knowledge  and 
revelation  of  all  the  men  in  the  world  at  this  day, 
as  my  writings  do  declare.  You,  who  have  not  the 
common  knowledge  and  learning  of  women,  and 
that  without  a  cause,  did  never  persuade  you  to 
believe  me,  or  my  doctrine'.    I  never  gave  you  any  i 

enticing  words  to  encourage   you  to   believe  me.  1 

Were  not  the  books  lent  you  freely  ?  they  cost  you  j 

nothing :  was  there  not  the  wine,  milk,  and  honey 
of  heaven  given  you,  without  price,  without  money; 
yet  your  full  stomach  loathed  the  honey-comb  of 
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heaven.  Were  not  you  left  to  your  liberty  to  eat  ot 
not  to  eat,  to  chuse  or  to  refuse ;  but  you  must  take 
down  into  your  stomach  that  which  could  not  be 
digested,  which  caused  you  to  vomit  up  such  bias* 
phemy  against  that  holy  Spirit  that  sent  me,  and 
against  me  that  God  sent. 

First.  You  have  called  the  holy  Spirit  that  seat 
me,  a  seducing  spirit,  which  leads  to  death  and  der 
struction. 

Secondly.  You  call  that  book  that  was  lent  you^ 
a  wicked  book. 

Thirdly.  You  do  judge  and  condemn  that  spirit 
that  wrote  that  book,  which  had  almost  persuaded 
you  to  be  a  true  Christian,  to  be  the  spirit  of  dark*^ 
ness. 

Fourthly.  You  say  you  do  believe  that  Lodowicke 
Muggleton  is  a  false  prophet,  and  that  he  is  a 
seducer  and  a  blasphemer* 

In  these  words  you  have  blasphemed  against  the 
holy  Spirit  that  sent  me.  And  seeing  such  sins  as 
these  are  unpardonable,  both  in  this  world  and  io 
the  world  to  come;  therefore  what  measure  you 
have  met,  shall  be  met  to  you  again,  in  that  you  give 
judgment  first ;  therefore  what  judgment  you  have 
judged  you  shall  be  judged  with. 

Therefore,  in  obedience  to  my  commission  from 
God,  for  this  your  blasphemy  against  the  Holy 
Ghost  aforesaid,  I  do  pronounce  Isabella  Makm 
^foresaid,  cursed  and  damned,  both  soul  and  body, 
from  the  presence  of  God,  elect  n^n,  mid  uigels,  to 
eternity. 

Your  body  shall  be  your  hell,  and  that  spir^  of 
reason  in  you,  which  you  call  the  li^t  of  Christ, 
shall  be  your  devil ;  shall  be  as  fire  to  torment  ydu 
to  eternity.    And  while  you  are  in  this  worW,  yoo 
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will  hardly  escape  the  exemplary  judgment  of  God 
in  this  life,  besides  your  damnation  hereafter; 
neither  can  that  infinite  spirit  without  a  body  (which 
you  call^God,  which  lives  suid  walks  in  you^  as  you 
imagine)  deliver  you  from  the  curse  a  mortal  man 
bath  passed  upon  you. 

irriiien  by 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON- 

London,  October  1,  1674. 

I  did  not  write  this  so  large  only  for  your  sake, 
but  for  the  sake  of  others  that  shall  come  to  see  it, 
or  hear  it  read^  because  it  shall  be  recorded  for  the 
age  to  come* 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  the  Prophet  Lodowkke 
Mugglet<m  to  John  Chratton^  of  Derbyshire,  bearing 
date  October  8y  1669* 

JoknGrmon^ 

I  UNDERSTAND  you  sent  a  letter  to  Thomas 
Page ;  I  perceive  you  are  the  man  that  lives  in  Der- 
byshire, and  was  acquainted  with  some  of  my  friends 
there;  which  thereby  you  came  to  see  some  of  my 
writings,  for  I  think  you  never  bought  any  but  what 
you  borrowed :  also  I  remember  you  writ  a  letter  to 
me  then,  to  answer  some  questions  you  propounded ; 
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Bud  you  pretended  to  our  friend  at  that  tim^  as  if 
you  did  believe  many  things  fn  the  book ;  to  which  I 
sent  you  an  an$wer>  that  you  deserved  the  curse  ra- 
ther  than  an  answer  to  those  questions  :  this  is  many 
years  since ;  I  have  not  heard  any  thing  of  you  since 
till  now ;  and  not  only  so,  but  you  are  turned  Qua- 
ker, and  a  speaker  of  the  Quakers,  so  that  now  you 
are  a  two-fold  child  of  the  devil  more  than  you  were ; 
before  you  were  a  child  of  the  devil,  when  you  writ  to 
me,  and  you  turning  Quaker  made  you  a  two-fold 
child  more  than  what  you  seemed  to  own  my  writ-^ 
ings  ;  for  being  a  speaker  of  the  Quakers,  it  is  impos- 
sible for  you  to  repent,  or  to  be  saved ;  for  God  nath 
given  you  up  to  a  reprobate  mind,  in  that  you  did 
not  like  to  retain  your  true  God,  who  hath  both  form 
and  nature ;  I  say  you  did  not  like  to  retain  him  in 
your  knowledge,  therefore  he  hath  given  you  up  to  a 
reprobate  mind,  to  be  a  Quaker,  to  believe  that  there 
is  no  God,  but  what  is  in  you ;  and  that  the  light  that 
is  within  you,  that  convinceth  you  of  sin,  is  the  very 
God,  and  very  Christ ;  so  that  your  God  hath  never 
a  body,  nor  your  Christ  hath  never  a  body  neither ; 
this  is  the  absolute  spirit  of  Antichrist  in  this  last 
age ;  so  that  I  perceive  by  your  letter,  that  you  have 
not  only  slunk  away  from  that  doctrine  which  you 
did  once  seem  to  like,  but  have  spoken  evil  of  that, 
and  me  also,  and  your  letter  is  a  sufficient  witness 
against  you  to  me,  that  you  are  the  seed  of  the  ser- 
pent, a  reprobate,  who  is  given  over  to  a  strong  de- 
lusion to  .believe  a  lie,  that  there  is  no  God  but  what 
is  within  you ;  who  denies  God  to  become  flesh,  and 
that  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  dwelt  in  him  bo- 
dily, as  saith  the  Scriptures :  this  is  denied  by  you 
anti«^hristian  Quakers;  foi  which  thing  sake  hath 
the  wrath  of  the  true  God  fellen  upon  many  of  your 
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leading  Quakers*  An4  now  you  liave  taken  upon 
^ou  to  be  a  teacher,  or  leader  of  the  anti-christian 
army  of  Quakers,  so  that  you  may  expect  the  same 
wrath  that  your  brethren  have  undergone  before  you ; 
for  this  your  wickedness  beforesaid,  I  do  pronounce 
John  Gratton  cursed  and  damned,  both  soul  and  body, 
from  the  presence  of  God,  elect  men  and  angels,  to 
eternity.  Your  light  of  Christ  within  you,  nor  that 
God  within  you,  shall  not  deliver  you  from  that  curse 
a  mortal  man  hath  passed  upon  you  ;  and  you  shall 
know,  to  your  endless  pain  and  shame,  that  Muggle« 
ton's  words  will  reach  your  life,  which  you  say  is  in 
God ;  so  that  your  God  and  your  life  shall  perish 
togedier ;  and  my  God,  which  you  say  will  be  found 
no  God,  shall  keep  you  and  your  imaginary  God>  a 
spirit  without  a  body,  in  utter  darkness  to  eternity. 

Written  by 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Ft&m  the  Postem^ate^ 
Octobers^  1671. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  hy  the  prophet  Lodaw^ke 
Muggleton  to  Mr.  Thomas  Tomphinson^  of  Slade^ 
house,  in  Staffordshire,  dated  from  London^  July  1, 
1675- 

IjmngFiiendinthetrutFmUh  Thmas  Tomphtwm, 

THIS  is  to  certify  you,  that  I  received  your 
tetter,  dated  June  17, 1675 ;  as  also  to  let  you  k^ow. 
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that  I  received  the  dietse  that  our  friend  Aothaoy 
HalU  and  his  wife»  sent  me ;  and  I  giTe  them  many 
thanks  for  their  kindness. 

,  Also  this  is  to  let  you  know,  that  Mr;  Delamaine 
saith  to  me,  that  he  liath  received  the  coat,  and  those 
things  you  speak  of  in  vour  letter,  I  suppose  he 
hath  given  jou  notice  of  it  by  writing,  b^re  this 
will  come  to  your  hands* 

And  for  the  difference  with  the  parliament,  it  is 
true  there  was  a  great  difference  between  the  House 
of  Commons  and  the  House  of  Lords,  about  privi- 
leges, insomuch  that  the  House  of  Commons  did 
send  several  great  lawyers  to  the  Tower;  insomuch 
that  the  king  was  constrained  toprorM^ue  the  parlia- 
ment to  the  third  of  October  next.  The  contention 
between  the  House  of  Lords  and  Comoaons  was  so 

great,  that  it  is  thought  by  many,  that  they  will 
ardly  ever  agree  again;  but  the  next  morning> 
these  lawyers  the  Coimnons  had  committed  to  tbs 
Tower,  were  delivered  by  a  Habeas  Corpus  out  of  the 
prison,  contrary  to  the  vote  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons :  so  that  there  is  no  act  of  parliament  this  sit« 
ting  at  all ;  neither  is  there  any  thing  done  touching 
persecution  of  conscience  at  all,  but  things  stand  as 
they  were :  so  that  many  justices  that  were  hot  upon 
^eraecution,  are  cooled.  And  as  for  London,  and  all 
aboQjt  l^ndon,  the  meeters  are  quiet,  and  not  one 
jus(;i«e  doth  stir.  And  as  for  your  being  chutch- 
'  warden  this  year,  I  would  advise  yott  by  all  means  to 
put  it  off  this  year.  Who  knows  what  the  next  year 
will  produce?  ^ 

Taus  in  short  I  have  given  you  a  hint  of  things,  as 
fhfey  anefat'ptesenk;  arid  being  in  haste,  I  must  take 
^leave,  biily  my  Idve  presented  unto  yowwlf  and  wife. 
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and  to  all  the  rest  of  our  friends  in  the  true  faith  there 
with  yp«.    I  rest 

Your  friend  in  the  eternal  truths 
LODOWICKE  MUGOLETON- 

PoUem,  London^  Jutj/  1,  167S. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  ty  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton  to  Mr.  Henry  Henn^  bearing  date  from 
London,  August  30»  16J5. 

jnr*  jiennf 

I  RECEIVED  a  letter  from  you  by  th$  hand 
of  a  ^y ;  the.  jsuj^staace  pf  your  letter  was,  ^a  ccnl^ 
plaint  against  youi:self  of  your  wicked  actions^  and 
great  sin  against  God,  8(nd  ag^nst  your  wife i;  ami  of 
your  great  sprrow,  and  npfeigned  repentance  for  it; 
I  do  confess  I  have  not  been  altc^ether  ignorant  of 
ycHir  wicked  proceedings  against  ^^^  wtf?,.  j/leiube^ 
cause, you haveiwi:it  tome  in  your,neciessit)(,  pf  yo^ 
own  acc^d^  $iiid  h^th,  confessed  .yoUr  9itiA^  and  I|ii<l 
open  yoivrseK  in  vpur  Qonfeft$ioi\,  afid  it.is  to  bei 
minded  \iy  me,  andijl  rewemb^rthatiSaying^inScs^i^ 
ture,  that  whosfjifim  c(mfmf*h  Mf  iint,  'wdjmsakef  §6^ 
^mU  Jind  n^m^^  You  jhi^ve.  mad^  a  good  eoafesoioifc 
of  your  sip  and  wid^edne^?  liowisurds  your  wife,  abd  Jber 
fnfiD^,  fljyl  if  yjDtU.dQ  b»tj>rdai&e  them;  as  you  haire 
promised  ip  your  letter  to  n$,/ithiste  is  no  queitiaa 
DutyoD  will  :fi^  mercy  in  the,  thing  you  re^uiDe>cif 
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me ;  and  as  to  your  liberty  only ;  this  I  most  tell  you, 
bow  you  came  to  have  so  grievous  a  foil :  it  was  be- 
cause you  were  ignorant  of  the  words  in  Scripture, 
which  saith,  Man  sbali  forsake  his  father  and  mother 
and  cleave  to  his  wife ;  but  you  have  done  quite  con- 
trary ;  you  have  forsaken  your  wife,  and  cleaved  to 
your  relations,  which  were  not  so  dear  unto  you  as 
father  and  mother ;  and  what  fruit  have  you  found 
or  reaped  bv  it  ?  Have  you  not  destroyed  your  wife's 
estate,  in  what  you  could,  and  your  own  interest  in 
it?  You  have  utterly  destroyed  it,  by  forsaking  your 
wife  and  cleaving  to  your  relations ;  this  is  the  first 
entrance  into  sin  suid  wickedness;  and  so  brought 
destruction  upon  your  wife  and  yourself  in  the  estate ; 
you  being  not  content  here^  but  added  sin  to  sin,  far 
worse  than  the  first;  in  that  you  made  yourself  the 
member  of  harlots  that  was  unclean,  which  act  of 
yours  did  not  only  defile  your  soul,  as  a  breach  of 
God's  commandment,  but  defiled  your  body ;  imdthe 
effects  of  this  sin  is  the  very  cause  of  that  separation 
between  your  wife  and  you ;  she  would  with  ease  pass 
by  all  that  wrong  you  did  in  wronging  her  in  her 
estate ;  but  this  nature  itself  doth  abhor,  that  is  not 
given  over  to  a  reprobate  mind.  After  this,  you  pro-* 
eeeded  on  to  a  sin  of  cruelty,  to  abuse  your  wife,  bv 
laying  violent  hands  upon  lier ;  putting  her  in  such 
fr^hts,  as  if  death  hacf  poss^sed  her,  which  caused 
\ya  friends  to  fear  you  do  intend  to  murder  her; 
which  is  the  cause  they  do  intend  to  put  you  in  pri- 
son, to  prevent  her  from  being  murdered,  and  you 
firoin  being  hanged ;  for  it  is  to  be  feared,  by  your 
ra^ed  carriages  to  her^  that  you  lutve  made  a  co- 
▼enant  with  death  and  hell,  and  that  you  can  be  but 
hanged  if  you  kill  her,  or  do  her  some  other  mischief; 
then  hell  must  follow  after  death;  this  is  the  very 
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cause  that  her  friends  do  seek  to  prevent  you  from 
doing  this  wicked  deed;  and  not  merely  for  your 
wickedness  done  unto  her  estate,  in  forfeiting  youc 
bond ;  she  and  her  friends  could  and  would  haye 
passed  that  by ;  and  not  have  troubled  your  person 
for  ity  but  have  sat  down  in  silence  in  the  loss  of  it ; 
considering  that  your  person  being  in  prison,  would 
do  her  nor  them  no  good ;  but  this  violent  practice 
of  yours  towards  your  wife,  both  in  words  and  actions, 
doUi  give  all  her  friends  and  acquaintance  suspicion 
that  you  do  intend  to  murder  your  wife,  or  do  her 
some  other  mischief,  if  you  meet  with  opportunities; 
therefore  it  is  that  they  will  endeavour  to  secure  your 
person,  to  prevent  you  ;  but  seeing  you  have  made 
your  request  to  me,  and  have  desired  me  to  use  my 
utmost  endeavour  to  your  wife,  her  father  and  mother, 
and  brother  Atkinson,  to  let  you  have  your  liberty, 
to  try  you  this  once  more,  and  that  you  will  never 
disturb  nor  abuse  your  wife  more,  either  in  words  or 
actions,  unbecoming  an  honest  man,  let  you  endure 
all  the  punishment  that  is  possible  to  be  inflicted  upon 
you  :  you  have  spoken  with  your  pen  as  good  words 
as  can  be  spoken,  and  if  your  heart  be  right  to  perr 
form  what  you  have  said,  it  is  pity  but  that  you  should 
find  mercy  in  the  thing ;  for  this  I  say,  it  is  a  danr 
gerous  thing  to  dissemble  with  God  and  man;    for 
whoever  dissembles  with  his  own  heart,  dissembles 
with  God;  fer  God  hath  placed  his  law  in  man's 
heart,  as  bis  watchman,  to  tell  God  of  all  his  doings, 
either  good  or  evil ;  but  I  am  apt  to  believe  that  you 
do  not  dissemble  with  me ;  but  I  will  perform  what  I 
have  promised  concerning  your  wife,  that  you  will 
never  abuse  her  more,  in  words  nor  actions,  and  I 
will  do  my  best  endeavour  that  you  shall  have  your 
liberty.     The  case  is  this ;  I  know  your  wife  and  fa- 
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ther,  out  of  tenderness  to  you,  though  yon  have  done 
fbeiii  this  great  wrong,  is  willing  to  pass  it  by  and  let 
you  alone,  but  the  power  of  the  law  lieth  in  Mr, 
Atkinson*9  hands,  and  he  can  prosecute  the  law,  whe- 
ther your  wife  or  father  will  or  no ;  and  if  you  had 
not  writ  these  lines  unto  me,  you  would  assurttlly  have 
been  prosecuted  ;  so  thit  my  business  is  only  to  per- 
suade Mr.  Atkinson  to  let  you  have  your  liberty, 
and  I  think  you  need  not  doubt  but  I  shall  prevail 
with  him,  that  you  shall  have  your  liberty;  do  you 
keep  your  promise,  and  he  shall  keep  his ;  this  shall 
be  sumcient  to  satisfy  you  that  you  shall  not  be  ar- 
rested by  him  for  any  of  your  former  faults.  Written 
by  me,  your  friend  in  this  matter, 

LODOWICK^  MUGGLETON. 
Angmtfn,  1675. 

Since  I  wrote  this  letter  I  spake  with  Mr*  Atkin^ 
9on,  and  I  have  prevailed  with  him  to  call  back  that 
warrant  from  that  serjeant  that  was  to  arrest  you,  so 
that  now  you  are  relieved  from  him,  and  those  that 
are  related  to  him,  for  the  present.  Witness  my 
hand, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETOK. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  LodoxvicJcc 
Muggieton  to  Mrs.  Susanna  Moss,  qf  Dtfblin^  in 
Ireland y  hearing  date  September  5,  1675. 

Friend  in  the  true  Faith,  Susanna  Bfosty 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  dated  August  25, 
1675.  I  confess  you  are  a  stranger  unto  me,  but  not 
unto  the  doctrine  of  the  true  God  declared  by  me : 
for  I  have  heard  of  you  several  times,  of  your  faith 
in  the  commission  of  the  Spirit,  and  that  your  husband 
died  in  the  faith  of  it  also. 

Likewise  I  perceive  by  your  letter,  that  you  have 
procured  by  your  faith  the  hatred  of  your  relations, 
and  others  ;  but  this  I  know,  that  the  peace  of  your 
mind  is  more  worth,  than  the  whole  world ;  especially 
that  peace,  which  the  world  cannot  give,  even  the 
Peace  qf  God  xvhich  passeth  all  understanding. 

And  this  peace  of  God,  it  doth  arise  from  the  seed 
of  God,  which  is  God's  own  nature,  in  that  it  doth 
believe  in  his  prophet's  report ;  so  that  the  arm  of 
the  Lord  is  revealed  to  that  soul,  according  to  that 
saying  in  Isaiah ;  who  hath  believed  our  report,  and  to 
whom  the  arm  of  the  Lord  is  revealed. 

And  what  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord,  but  his  saving 
health;  that  is,  the  assurance  of  everlasting  life, 
abiding  in  the  soul  of  man,  which  cannot  be  attained 
unto  aiiy  other  way,  but  by  believing  the  prophet's 
report. 

God  hath  honoured  all  his  chosen  prophets  with 
heavenly  wisdom,  knowledge  and  power,  above  all 
other  men ;  therefore  it  is  said  in  Scripture,  How 
beautiful  are  the  feet  of  them  that  bring  glad  tidings  qf 
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salvation ;  and  of  that  saying,  Whoever  received  a  pro^ 
phet  in  the  name  of  a  prophet ^  shall  have  a  prophet's  re-- 
ward.  And  what  is  a  prophet's  reward,  but  a  blessing 
bf  everlasting  life :  for  he  that  receiveth  him  that  is 
sent  of  God,  receiveth  God  that  sent  him. 

Now  consider,  that  all  religious  men  in  these  our 
days,  do  confess  and  say,  they  do  believe  the  pro- 
phet3  of  old  that  are  dead,  and  the  apostles  that  are 
dead,  and  that  they  wrote  and  spake  as  they  were 
inspired  by  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  but  doth  utterly  deny, 
that  God  shall  send  any  prophet  in  these  our  days  ; 
saying,  that  prophesy  and  revelation  is  now  ceased, 
yet  they  will  undertake  to  preach  the  word  of  God, 
as  it  is  written,  without  any  revelation  from  God. 

So  that  you  may  observe  that  the  seed  of  the  ser- 
pent, the  seed  of  reason  in  man,  doth  always  believe 
dead  prophets,  but  would  never  have  believed  them 
when  they  were  alive.  So  on  the  contrary,  the  seed 
of  faith,  the  seed  of  God,  doth  always  believe  live 
prophets,  rather  than  those  that  are  dead  ;  because 
the  living  prophet  gives  them  to  understand  the  mean- 
ing of  those  clead  prophets'  writings,  and  would  have 
believed  them  dead  prophets  had  they  been  alive : 
according  to  that  saying  of  Christ  to  the  Jews,  Had 
you  believed  Moses ^  you  would  have  believed  me. 

So  can  I  truly  say,  that  if  people  did  truly  believe 
the  prophets  and  apostles,  as  they  say  they  do,  they 
would  believe  me ;  for  God  hath  chosen  me  one  of  the 
two  last  prophets  and  witnesses  of  the  Spirit,  as  truly 
as  he  chose  Moses,  Aaron,  and  the  prophets  and 
apostles  in  their  time:  and  there  is  as  much  ground 
for  professors  of  the  Scripture  to  believe  me,  and 
more,  than  to  believe  those  that  are  dead. 

Why  ?  Because  Gqd  hath  give  me  understanding 
of  his  mind  in  the  Scriptures,  above  all  the  men  in  the 
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world;  nay,  if  I  did  not  know  more  of  Cod's  mind 
than  those  that  wrote  the  Scriptures,^  I  would  not  [ 
speak  or  dispute  with  men  about  spiritual  matters ; 
neither  do  I  speak  this  out  of  a  conceited  pride  oif 
heart  (as  most  wise  men  in  reason  do),  but  6ut  of 
true  knowledge ;  for  true  knowledge  is  never  proud. 

But  the  Lord  of  Heaven,  who  hath  redeemed  my 
soul  with  his  most  precious  blood,  and  hath  given 
me  my  part  in  the  first  resurrection,  in  that  the  seed 
of  faith  in  the  true  God,  which  is  the  day-star,  is 
risen  in  me,  and  hath  freed  me  from  the  f^r  of  the 
second  death.  And  he  hath  set  me  as  it  were  upon  a 
hill,  for  the  seed  of  reason  to  shoot  their  poisonous 
arrows  at  me ;  but  the  shield  of  faith,  and  the  breast- 
plate of  righteousness  hath  preserved  me. 

Also  he  hath  set  me  as  a  light  upon  a  hill,  to  give 
light  upon  the  earth  in  these  last  days ;  so  tfcat  in 
light  men  may  see  light ;  so  that  you,  the  seed  of 
faith,  who  hath  the  day-star  risen  in  your  hearts, 
hath  light,  and  in  light  you  shall  see  light. 

This  light  hath  shined  into  darkness  in  this  last 
age;  but  the  darkness  doth  not  comprdiend  it,  but 
doth  hate  the  light,  and  me  also ;  because  some  peo*- 
pie  do  believe  in  the  light  of  heaven ;  that  is,  in  thfc 
hidden  mysteries  in  the  Scriptures  declared  by  me. 

As,  First,  What  God  was  in  his  form  and  nature 
from  eternity ;  and  how  he  became  flesh,  and  dwelt 
amongst  men  here  upon  earth. 

Secondly,  What  the  right  devil  was  in  form  and 
nature  before  his  fall ;  and  how  he  became  flesh,  and 
dwells  among  men  here  on  earth. 

Thirdhf,  The  place  and  nature  of  hell,  and  the  de- 
vil's  torment.  *  / 

Fourthly,  The  place  and  nature  of  heaven>  with 
the  joys  the  saints  shall  hive.  ' 
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Fifihbfy  Tbe  persons  and  natures  of  the  hoi j  angels, 

Sisthiy,  The  mortality  of  the  soul. 

These,  aod  many  other  heavenly  mysteries,  have 
been  declared  by  \is,  the  two  witnesses  of  the  Spirit ; 
so  that  the  light  hath  shined  through  darknesa  in  this 
last  age,  ana  hath  made  the  rough  ways  plain,  an4 
the  crooked  patlis  strait  to  some. 

And  I  can  truly  say,  I  know  I  am  of  God,  and  the 
whole  world  lieth  in  wickedness,  and  darkness,  and 
blindoesa,  not  knowiag  any  one  of  these  heavenly  mys- 
teriea  aforesaid. 

So  that  I  can  truly  say  to  you,  as  Christ  did  to  his 
disciples,  Bkaed  are  your  eyes  that  see  the  things  tfutt 
belong  to  your  peaces,  and  your  ears  that  hear,  and 
hearts  that  understand  the  secret  mysteries  of  God, 
revealed  by  his  two  last  prophets  now  in  this  last  a^e. 

This  is  that  hath  made  the  world  to  hate  me ;  for 
whfiu  I  was  a  sealous  professor,  a  puritan,  yet  i^o- 
;raa<  and  blind»  tbe  wr(H*ld  did  love  me,  and  religious 
men  did  love;  but  now  th/^y  hate  me^  because  I  do 
not  walk  in  darknesei  with  them;  for  when  I  was  hUnd 
and  igqorant  of  tb^  true  God>  and  tbe  right  devil,  as 
iibey  wer«,  we  did  agree  well  enough ;  b^t  this  com* 
mission  and  knowledge  of  God  in  the  Scriptures, 
above  all  men  in  the  world,  causeth  all  men  to  hate 
me;  so  that  they  hate  you  that  believe,  for  my  sake  ; 
so  that  they  do  not  only  hate  you,  but  they  hate  me, 
and  they  hate  God  that  sent  me;  for  if  they  could 
avenge  themselves  of  me,  they  would  love  you;  but 
because  they  cannot,  therefore  tbey  bate  yqu^  But 
consider,  every  true  prophet  Gometh  to  brwga  sword 
up<m  the  eartbf  to  sei  the  pearest  relations  one  against 
another :  but  blessed  are  those  that  are  not  o^pendc^ 
With  such  a  ]3Tophet. 

It  was  Christ's  own  WQirds  and  practijce  wben  on 
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€arth ;  for  when  the  world  expected  he  should  have 
brou^t  peace  upon  the  earth,  he  brought  a  ^word, 
and  instead  of  making  peace  between  rdaitions,  he 
caused  a  greater  diflFerence  between  the  most  nearest 
relations  than  ever ;  even  a^inst  husband  and  wife, 
father  and  son,  mother  and  daughter ;  the  husband 
and  wife  being  in  bed  together,  the  one  was  taken 
by  his  doctrine,  and  the  other  was  left  in  ignorance 
and  darkness.  The  father  and  sOn  being  in  bed  to^ 
gether,  the  one  is  taken,  and  hid  eyes  opened  to  see 
the  glory  of  Ood^  even  life  and  salvation  to  his  soul ; 
and  the  other  is  left  in  ignorance  and  blindness  of 
mind^  and  hardness  of  heart,  to  perish  in  his  igno«> 
ranee  and  unbelief  to  eternity.  The  mother  and 
daughter  being  in  bed  together,  ^ne  was  taken  as 
aforesaid,  and  the  other  was  left. 

These  things  I  have  had  great  experience  of  these 
twenty-three  years  and  more,  since  I  received  my 
commission  :  and  I  have  seen  those  words  of  'Chrkt 
fulfilled  in  these  my  days.  /'  '  . 

Also  1  have  seen  two  grinding  in  the  mill  oif  the 
affairs  of  this  wofld  together ;  and  by  this  doeUine, 
declared  by  John  Reeve  and  myBetf,  the  one  hath 
been  taken  out  of  ignorance,  and  theother  %«th  t^eea 
left. 

These  things  1  have  had  perfect  4cn6Wledg«  oif,  I 
beinc  the  last  prophet  that  God  will  ev6t  sefld  to 
stand  in  the  place  of  God  here  on  earth,  to  apt  the 
«ame  things  as  he  did  when  he  was  upon  earth :  ^nd 
as  he  was  hated  of  all  tnen,  for  hi«  docit?rine-«ds:^,  and 
saying  he  was  the  Son  of  God,  «o^I  am  hat^d'ofiLU 
men  for  my  doctrine-sake,  that  hath  laidtlie  aide  to 
theroot  of  the  tree  of  all  opinions  litid  religions  in 
the  world. 

And  that  I  am  the  last  true  prophet  that  God  will 
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eveif  send  to  the  end  of  the  world,  which  hath  caused 

\    the  world  to  hate  me ;  for  I  have  no  dealing  with  the 

j    world  ;  I  neither  buy,  nor  sell,  nor  trade  with  them  ; 

j    I  owe  the  world  nothing ;  I  never  wronged  any  in  the 

j    world  the  value  of  sixpence  in  my  life,  to  my  know* 

1    ledse ;  yet  all  the  world  hates  me,  both  righteous 

and  unrighteous,  only  becwise  I  am  of  God,  and 

they  are  hot  of  Grod.     If  I  could  love  the  ways  of  the 

world,  and  speak  well  of  them,  and  their  religion, 

they  would  love  me  ;  and  then  I  should  be  a  liar 

like  unto  them.    For  if  I  should  say,  that  I  do  not 

know  more  of  God's  mind,  in  the  Scriptures,  than  all 

the  men  in  the  world  at  this  day,  I  should  be  a  liar 

like  them. 

This  is  that  strait  and  narrow  gate  that  leads  unto 
life  eternal,  but  few  do  go  therein. 

Consider  the  parable  Christ  spake.  There  was  a  man 
had  an  hundred  sheep,  and  one  of  them  went  astray ; 
and  there  was  an  hundred  righteous  persons,  and  one 
of  them  went  out  from  his  righteousness,  and  was 
lost  in  himself,  as  the  sheep  that  went  astray. 

Now  the  shepherd  went  out,  and  found  that  one 
sheep  that  went  astray,  and  brought  it  home,  and 
[R^olced  over  this  more  than  the  ninety-nine  that 
went  not  astray.  So  there  was  joy  in  heaven  of  the 
holy  angels,  more  over  that  one  sinner  that  repented, 
than  over,  the  ninety-nine  just  persons  that  needed 
fio  repentance. 

Tfa^  interpretation  and  meaning  is  this,  that  the 
ninety  said  i^ine  just  persons  were  all  damned ;  ai^ 
that  one  person  that  repented,  was  saved  ;  and  so  of 
the  sheq>. 

For  if  the  ninety-nine  just  persons,  that  needed  no 
repentance,  were  saved ;  and  that  one  repented, 
saved  also ;  then  the  whole  hundred  were  saved  ;    so 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tbat  none  were  damned.    This  is  the  judgment  and 
opinion  of  all  professors  of  the  scriptures.  - 

But  the  seed  of  faith  knoweth  to  the  contrary ; 
that  the  meaning  of  Christ  was»  that  all  the  ninety 
and  nine  just  persons  were  damned.  Why  ?  because 
they  needed  no  repentance  :  therefore  the  angels  did 
fM>t  rejoice  over  them  at  all. 


[From  this  place  it  is  torn  out.] 


Thu  u  the  Copy  of  the  Answer  (of  the.  Prophet  Lodo'^ 
wicke  Muggkton^J  unto  a  Letter  which  our  brother 
Lad  had  sent  him. 

JohnLad^ 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  dated  August  I, 
167&,  wherein  you  have  expressed  your  feith  and 
confidence  in  the  doctrine  declared  by  us  the  wit- 
nesses of  the  Spirit,  and  persons  of  us,  who  were  sent 
of  God,  to  bring  glad  tidings  of  peace  and  salvation 
to  as  many  as  shall  receive  our  report,  and  to  whom 
the  arm  of  the  Lord's  saving  health  is  revealed,  to 
lead  those  that  were  in  captivity,  in  ignorance  and 
darkness,  captives  into  that  glorious  light  of  life  eter-^ 
naly  and  to  open  the  prison-doors  of  mens  hearts,  and 
to  let  their  souls  that  were  prisoners  go  free.  This 
many  can  experience  in  these  our  days ;  and  what 
can  be  said  more  than  what  Christ  said  to  his  disci* 
pies,  and  those  that  believed  in  him.  Blessed  are  your 
eyei  that  see,  and  your  ears  that  hear,  and  your  hearts 
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that  understand  the  things  that  belongs  to  your  peace, 
Thus  it  is  with  every  true  prophet  that  is  sent  of 
God  ;  and  what  things  can  a  man  understand  that 
belongs  to  his  peace,  more  thai)  to  know  the  true 
God  in  his  form  and  nature,  and  the  right  devil  in 
his  form  and  nature,  and  angels  their  persons 
and  nature,  and  to  have  the  prison-doors  of  mens 
hearts  opened,  and  to  let  the  King  of  glory  enter  in  ? 
These  are  things  that  belong  to  a  man's  eternal  peace, 
which  none  can  have  or  receive,  but  those  that  do 
receive  a  prophet  in  the  name  of  a  prophet,  receiveth 
God  that  sent  him ;  for  whoever  believeth  in  a  pro- 
phet for  his  doctrine  sake,  shall  see  the  treasures  of 
heaven,  both  new  and  old.  That  is  what  the  pro-* 
phets  of  old  did  lay  up  in  heaven,  believing  that 
God  would  become  a  little  child,  and  grow  up  to  a 
man,  and  suffer  death,  and  rise  again,  that  he  might 
give  them  in  the  resurrection  life  eternal,  and  a  crown 
of  glory  to  wear  for  evermore.  This  is  that  treasure 
the  prophets  of  old  did  lay  up  in  heaven^  therefore 
called  old  treasures,  and  the  treasures  the  apostles 
laid  up  in  heaven  were  counted  new  by  Christ  in  that 
time,  in  that  he  compared  the  kingdom  of  heaven  to 
a  good  scribe,  that  brought  forth  of  the  good  treasures 
of  his  heart  things  new  and  old ;  likewise  we  the 
ministers  of  the  Spirit  have  brought  forth  out  of  the 
good  treasures  of  our  heart  things  new  and  old,  we  have 
declared  unto  you  the  deep  things  of  old,  the  very 
foundation  of  God's  council  of  old,  which  he  revealed 
to  Moses,  the  righteous  fathers  and  prophets  of  old, 
and  so  pf  the  apostles.  And  now  is  the  n^w  wisdom  of 
God  and  treasure  of  heaven  brought  forth  to  the 
view  of  the  world,  by  us  two  prpphej;s  and  witnesses 
of  the  Spirit,  in  a  more  abundant  measure  than  a|| 
tb^t  wept  befere  us,  as  may  be  seen  by  our  writings ; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


443 

and  there  will  never  be  no  more  new  treasures  of 
heaven  brought  forth  into  the  world,  any  more  than 
what  is  declared  by  us  while  time  is  no  more.    And 
seeing  God  hath  chosen  me  to  be  one  of  his  two  last  f 
prophets  and  messengers  unto  this  bloody  and  unbe^  j 
iievmg  world,  and  that  caused  and  preserved  me  to  ) 
be  the  longest  liver,  and  hath  lengthened  out  my  \ 
days  and  years ;  and  he  hath  made  me  a  scom  to  ' 
fools,  that  nothing  understand ;  yea,  he  hath  set  me  j 
as  a  mark  for  every  wicked  man  to  shoot  at  me,  yet  j 
faith  in  my  God    hath  preserved  me    from  being  ' 
wounded  by  the  cunning  archers.     He  hath  made  me 
as  a  wall  of  brass  against  all  men,  both  righteous  and 
unrighteous.    They  have  all  strove  to  bear  me  down^  , 
both  with  spiritual  weapons  and  carnal  weapons,  but  i 
he  hath  delivered  me  from  them  all:    I  did  not  think,  j 
when  I  was  chosen  a  messenger  of  God,  that  I  should 
have  been  so  hated  of  all  men  for  declaring  of  truth, 
but  rather  thought  all  men  should  love  me;  but 
when  I  went  into  the  sanctuary  of  the  Lord,  I  found 
it  quite  contrary  ;   for  when  I  had  considered  the 
trouble  Moses  and  the  prophets  went  through,  both 
with  the  wicked  and  the  righteous,  even  with  those 
that  served  in  the  tabernacle  of  God,  how  did  they 
rebel,  which  caused  Moses  to  wish  himself  blotted 
out  of  the  book  of  life,  rather  than  to  undergo  the 
burthen  of  the  Lord  ;  but  more  especially  the  pro- 
phet Jeremiah,  the  burthen  of  the  Lord  was  so  heavy 
upon  him,  that  he  cursed  the  day  of  his  birth,  and 
desired  God  to  send  whom  he  would  send,  so  he 
would  let  him  alone  ;  but  God  would  have  him  and 
none  else  to  deliver  bis  message,  else  he  would  con- 
sume him  before  the  people :  so  it  was  with  John    . 
Reeve  and  myself,  God  would  send  none  else  but  us     \ 
tw0|  which  was  sore  against  both  our  desires ;  but      I 
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..  beine  forced  by  a  cqrse  ieom  tbe  Lord,  and  X  bei&g 
the  last  liver,  the  burthen  of  the  Xiord  hath  lain 
heavy  upoB  me  this  many  years :  but  what  am  I ! 
And  what  was  Moses !  Gr  what  was  Jeremiah^  and 
the  rest!  that  we  should  resist  the  voice  of  Grod*  to 
stand  in  the  gap  in  God's  stead  for  every  legal  righter 
ous  man  to  shoot  at  us,  and  every  wild  beast  to  iiend 
and  tear,  blaspheme,  reproach,  revile,  despise,  even 
bloody-minded  men,  whose  soul  do  thirst  after  my 
life  as  for  sweet  wine!  my  blood  would  be  more 
sweeter  to  them  than  honey,  or  the  honey-Comb  1 
But  knowing  it  was  so  with  God  himself  when  on 

]  earth,  and  tlmt  they  would  do  so  by  him  as  they  do 
by  me,  where  he  in  my  place,  the  consideration  of 
the^e  things  doth  bear  up  my  spirit,  and  causeth  me 
to  strengthen  myself,  my  God,  my  King,  and  my  Re- 
deemer. I  have  had  great  experience  of  David's  con- 
dition, how  he  prayed  to  be  delivered  from  his  ene- 
mies, as  Psalm  lix ;  and  so  have  I  in  like  mtanner, 
Deiiver  me  from  mine  enemies  j  O  my  God;  defend  me 
from  them  tkat  ri$e  against  me ;  deiiver  me  from  the 
workers  of  iniquity  ^wtd  save  me  from  bloody  men^for  h  I 
they  lie  in  wait  for  my  soul^  not  for  any  sin  I  have  com- 
mitted, or  any  wrong  I  have  done  to  any  man^  but 
merely  because  I  have  declared  the  true  God  unto 
them,  and  because  I  say  God  sent  me,  therefore  have 
they  waited  for  my  soul  to  kill  it ;  and  were  it  not 
for  the  outward  law  of  the  land,  they  could  not  be 
prevented  ;  for  they  have  altogether  stifled  that 
righteous  law  God  hath  written  in  their  hearts,  and 
hath  made  it  useless  unto  them,  so  that  my  life  could 
not  be  preserved,  were  it  not  for  the  outward  law  of 
the  land ;  so  that  I  have  just  cause  to  say,  liOrd,  be 
not  merciful  to  any  wicked  transgressors  that  hateth 
Aie  for  truth's  sake,  let  not  the  Lord  be  merciful  to 
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BUcb  wioked  men ;  but  6od  bath  and  will  kt  ibesee 
my  desire  upon  mine  enemies^  and  bring  them  cbwn 
to  destruction,  O  Lord  my  God,  for  they  have  hated 
me  without  a  cause,  and  hateth  thee  that  sent  me. 
Also  I  have  had  experience  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah's 
condition,  Jer.  ii.  ver .  19*  I  know  not  that  they  hadde-^ 
vised  devises  against  me,  saying,  Let  us  destroy  the  tree, 
with  thejru^  thereof;  that  is,  let  us  destroy  ^is  Mug-^ 
^eton  and  his  doctrine,  which  is  the  fruit  of  the  tree, 
and  let  us  cut  him  ojQT  from  the  land  of  the  living, 
that  his  name  may  be  no  more  remembered.  I  have 
had  great  experience  that  wicked  men  have  had  se- 
veral devises  against  me,  saying  in  their  hearts^  let 
us  destroy  the  tree,  with  the  fruit  thereof;  and  let  us 
cut  this  Muggleton  off  from  the  land  of  the  living, 
that  his  name  may  be  no  more  remembered.  Every 
true  prophet  is  the  tree,  and  his  doctrine  is  the  fruit 
thereof.  The  reprobate,  the  seed  of  the  serpent,  can- 
not endure  that  any  man  should  eat  of  the  tree  of 
life,  and  live  for  ever ;  the  serpent  would  have  all  to 
eat  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil  as  him- 
self doth,  therefore  he  devises  how  to  destroy  the 
tree,  that  is,  the  prophet,  and  the  fruit  thereof,  that 
none  of  the  seed  of  faith  might  receive  his  doctrine, 
that  is  eat  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  live  for  ever ;  there- 
fore it  is  that  the  seed  of  the  serpent  hath  devised  de-  ^ 
vises  against  me,  to  destroy  me  and  my  writings,  which  ? 
is  the  miit,  that  I  might  be  cut  off  from  the  land  of  the 
living,  that  my  name  may  be  no  more  remembered ; 
that  is,  if  wicked  men  could  but  destroy  me,  and  bum 
my  writings,  then  my  name  would  be  cut  off  from 
the  land  of  the  living,  and  be  no  more  remembered, 
as  they  think,  because  then  none  could  believe  me. 
Thus  I  have  been  compassed  about  with  wicked  un- 
godly men,  and  sometimes  with  subtil  serpents,  who 
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who  hath  had  many  devises  against  me,  to  destiDj 
me  and  my  writings  ;  but  the  God  of  my  salvation 
hath  delivered  me  out  of  their  hands  hitherto,  that 
my  life  is  yet  preserved ;  and  the  Lord  God  of  truth, 
tlutt  judgetb  righteously,  that  triest  the  reins  and  the 
heart,  let  me  see  thy  vengeance  on  them  that  are  thy 
enemies  as  well  as  mine ;  for  unto  thee  have  I  re- 
vealed my  cause,  and  shall  wait  on  thee  for  the  exe- 
cution of  thy  wrath  upon  those  wicked,  ignorant, 
blind*dark  devils,  that  hath  not  so  riiuch  as  the  light 
of  thy  law  written  in  their  hearts.  Thus  1  have  given 
you  but  a  little  account  of  my  long  experience  of  the 
burthen  of  the  Lord  upon  me  ;  I  have  complained  as 
little  of  it  as  ever  any  prophet  did,  but  of  these  late 
years  I  have  been  compassed  about  with  wicked  men 
more  than  heretofore,  yet  I  have  given  less  icause  of 
late  than  before ;  but  as  the  saints  hath  increased,  so 
hath  mine  enemies  increased  more  and  more.  I  have 
writ  these  lines  unto  you  because  you  did  beg  them 
of  me,  because  it  is  seven  years  since  you  received  a 
letter  from  me,  so  that  I  could  not  well  deny  your 
request ;  so  I  have  presented  these  lines  unto  you  for 
your  further  consolation,  with  my  love  to  you  ako. 

I  take  leave,  and  rest  your  friend  in  the  true  faith 
of  the  true  God, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

PoUer$ty  near  Moor-lanCy  London^ 
Jlugusti6,l676. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Mtnggkton  to  Mr.  James  Whitehead^  of  Braintree, 
bearing  date  from  London,  December  31,  1679. 

JLomng  Frienifin  the  true  Faiih,  Jamei  WkUeheady 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  dated   December 
26,  1679>  by  the  hand  of  your  neighbour.     And  I 
had  an  hour  or  two's  discourse ;  but  the  man  said 
little,  and   objected  less  against  what  I  said ;  only 
that  he  was  troubled  that  he  had  lived  to  this  age, 
and  should  be  so  ignorant  of  the  Scriptures,  and  of 
matters  of  salvation  ;  yet  he  stucl 
unto  God.     I  gave  him  advice  t 
and  to  act  righteousness  betweer 
let  God  do  what  he  would  with  h 
This  did  I  do  when  I  was  in  y 
said  I,  there  is  no  question  but  y< 
God  tliis  many  years,  to^give  yoi 
assurance  of  salvation/    For  tha 
men,  that  the  soul  ihjght  enter  i 
then  doth  a  man  cease  from  his  \{ 
worship, ,  which  he  worketh  in 
his  mind,  to  make  up  his  full  tah 
duties,  thinking  God  will  rewarc 
mind,  and  liie^  and  s^lvation>  see 
eleyeri  hours  in  the  day  in  Gq 
righteousness  of  the  law  ;  yet  w 
wrought  but  one  l^our  in  God's  i 
received  his  penny  of  everlasting 
was  the  assurance  of  life  eyerlast: 
in  this  lifQ^ ;  so. that^  his  w(^rk  is  ^ 
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into  his  rest,  as  God  entered  into  his  rest  from  the 
work  of  creation. 

Likewise  the  penny  those  had  that  wrought  eleven 
hours  of  the  day,  it  was  credit,  reputation,  and  ho- 
nour, amongst  men  of  the  world,  being  righteous 
godly  men,  by  the  people  of  the  world.  This  is  that 
penny  that  most  religious  people  do  receive  for  their 
prayers  and  holy  duties.  This  I  know  to  be  true  ; 
ana  it  is  a  good  penny  to  have  honour  and  credit  with 
.  men  in  this  world  ;  but  this  penny  doth  not  satisfy 
the  mind  of  those  that  work  eleven  hours  in  the  day^ 
as  that  penny  doth  that  worketh  but  one  hour  in  thh 
righteousness  of  faith ;  which  was  the  cause  those 
men  did  grumble;  and  it  is  the  cause  now  that 
righteous  men  do  grumble,  that  a  few  men  that  be- 
lieve Muggleton  should  be  sure  of  their  salvation  in 
this  life  ;  and  we  that  have  wrought  all  our  lives  long 
in  the  righteousness  of  God's  law,  cannot  have  tihat 
peony  of  satisfaction  of  mind. 

Indeed  this  would  cause  any  righteousr  man  to 

S rumble,  as  I  myself  did  when  I  was  in  their  con* 
ition ;  so  that  the  penny  of  this  world  is  that  penny 
God  doth  give  to  all  legal  righteous  men :  and  the 
penny  of  assurance  and  satis&ction  of  mind,  is  that 

Eenpy  God  doth  give  to  those  that  truly  believe  in 
19  inessengers,  thou^  it  be  in  the  last  hour  of  their 
lives. 

Many  things  were  spoken,  and  the  man  said  little, 
onty  complained  of  his  ignorance.  The  man  is  mo- 
derate enough,  and  able  to  hear  and  bear  what  was 
spoken ;  nor  doth  not  deny,  nor  receive  any  thin^  for 
HDsolute  truth,  to  receive  it  for,  his  own  satisfaction, 
jBts  r  C9Xk  perceive* 

.    It  is  something  a  hard  thing,  when  a  man  0  old, 
to  enter  into  his  mother^s  womb  to  be  bom  again,  a» 
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KicoddiBUS  said;  but  as.  Christ  said/ /rii  poisHk 
with  Gody^txkd  it  is  possible  with  faith t  though  it  be 
impossible  with  reason  to  understand;  for  I  have 
^Qown  eldei  than  he  haVe  beea  bora  ag^  hv  this 
comxnisfiion  of  the  Spirit. 

I  would  not  have  3rou  tet  him  hear  this  letter;  batt 
if  he  come  to  you  perbapa  he  may  speak  somethings 
to  you^  whereby  yoa  may  perceive  whether  he  diict 
like  ov  dislike  any  thing  he  heard  or  saw. 

Thtis>  with  my  love,  and  my  wife's  love,  remem^ 
bered  unto  yourself,,  and  to  your  wife»  and  Mt4 
NicfaoUs,  and  the  rest. 

Also  Mrs.  Man  doth  remember  her  kind  respects 
vnto  yourself.    I  take  leave,  and  rest,. 

.  .    Your  friend  in  the  eternal  Truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

.  ZondoHy  December  Sly  lffl%. 


I  am  willitfg  that  John  Lad^  and  you,  and  all 
ef  you,  if  it  be  convenient,  to  have,  a  meeting  with 
this  Finch,  as  he  requireth,  to  see  what  he  can  say 
^r  hipoself ;  and  if  be  give  occasion  of  a  senteiace, 
you  may  pass  it  upon  him  :  if  he  denieth  and  Ibr- 
saketh  the  blessing,  aod  sold  the  books  in  contempt 
aijid  dislike,  or  doth  any  ways  say  he  was  deceived  by 
believing  them  or  me,  then  you  may  justly  give  i^wi-* 
tence  upcm  hiuK  never  to  have  ijny  discourse  qtofe 
Tifitb  him  in  matters  of^religion  ;  and  if  you  thiqk  it 
Wnvenient,  you  may  read  this  letter  of  mine  w:hich 
^ilows,  unto  him,  oir  as  many  as  he  will  allpw  to  h^sar 
it;  but  let  your  discourse  be  first  with  him,  thep  will 
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jou  have  the  better  ground  to  ^ive  sentence,  and  read 
my  letter.  And  as  for  that  Finch  you  spal;^  0(4 1  do^ 
remember  you  and  he  were  once  at  my  house,  tpMli 
the  man  was  much  troubled  in  mind>  and  did  fo«y: 
some  books  ;  but  that  did  not  satisfy  him  without  tke 
blessing  ;  for,  said  he,  I  would  hare  all  things  tiat 
might  give  me  $atis&ction  i^nd  pfac^of  mind.  I  ti»l<l 
him  I  oould  give  him  no  sentence,  of  blessedness, 
except  he  did  believe  in  me  that  I  had  siidi  power- ^ 
which  after  a  while  discourse  be  said  he  did  l^ieie  : 
upon  which  I  ftave  him  the  blessing,  in  wkibhihedhi' 
continue  (as  I  did  hear)  several  years,  ^nd  he  binbeif 
did  rejoice  in  it,  and  did  boast  of  iik.  - 

As  that  woman  that  came  in  the  coach  with^iMv 
when  I  came  to  your  house,  as  you  may  remember  it, 
none  being  in  the  coach  but  she  and  I,  she  asked,  if 
I  went  any  further  than  Braintree ;  I  said,  no.  She 
asked,  to  wfadm  there  ?  I  aaid,  td  your  house,  naming 
your  name*  Then  she  asked,  if  I  did  not  know  ope 
Finch  ?  I  said,  I  did.  Then  she  mistrusted  that  I 
was  the  man  that  had  given  this  Finch  the  blessing ; 
for  the  woman  had  great  troubles  of  tins  world  upon 
her  at  that  iime^  bMil^es  bhe  fear  of  a  if  orSe  trouble 
lifter  death  r  for,  said  6he^'  ir^tMiki'I  tould  meet  ^ik 
thattnan  that  blessed  Finch,  to  bless  inej  for  FfochV 
said  she,  wias  in  a  sad  conditioi^m  his  mind,  and  IdW 
in  the  Worid  heretofore ;  but,^  said  'she,  h|6  b  now 
cheerful,  and  saith,  he  is  sure  he  shall  foeha[)|>y  li«re^ 
afler,  and  did  thrive  in  this  Wt»tid«  H^  was  asked, 
how  he  catoe  by  this  peace  ?  He  said,  by  the  blessing 
of  that  prophet  Mr.  Whitehead  believed  in. 
^  This  and  {nnch  more  did  the  woman  speak  <»fl^ 
cemitt^  Finch,  a4  we  rode  in  the  coach.;  butltodfe 
no  riotice  that  t  was  the  muh ;  bHt  was  glad'  to  hea» 
that  Finch  bad  found  sikch  peace  of  mind;  ^     '      '   i 
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But  it  ^eMs  hj  your  letter,  that  iiow  he  is  turned 
back  again  to  the  Quakers,  and  hath  sold  his  books 
.to  John  Lad^  and  doth  request  a  meeting  with  him, 
\tijinking  himself  so  strong  now  he  is  at  the  brink  of 
Jthe  pritof  destruction  eternal,  as  the  push  of  a  little 
(finger,  will  shove  him  into  the  pit  of  eternal  destruc- 
tion ;  for  he  doth  practice  the  same  thing  ba  thosb 
did  in  the  apostle  raurstime,  as  in  Hebrews  vi.  w1h> 
-Ai  fill}  back  from  that  &ith  they  had  in  his  doctrine. 
lOfaserv^  what  judgment  the  apostle  gives  upon  those, 
for  it  a  imposnblefor  those  who  were  once  en/ightened, 
and  have  tasted  of  the  heavenly  gift^  and  were  made  par^ 
4mkers  of  the  Holy  Ghost^  arid  have  tasted  the  good  toord 
^God^  and  the  power  of  the  world  to  come  ;  ifsiuAJall 
away,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  be  renewed  by  repent^ 
once.     That  is,  it  is  impossible  that  they  should  nave 
true  repentance  again,  that  would  restore  them  to 
the  same  peace  a^ain  that  they  had  before  ;  but  in 
.the  rooih  thereof  they  will  assuredly  be' dami^ed  tb 
.etcmity. 

;  Tbfe  is  the  base  of  this  man ;  for  he  was  enlightened 
by  believing  in  me,  and  received  the  Holy  Ghost,  in 
that  he  received  the  blessing ;  and  he  tasted  of  the 
g^d  word  of  God  in  reading  those  books,  and  of  the 
poii'eni  of  the  life  to  come,  in  that  he  rejoiced  in  the 
peace  he  received  in  that  faith  for  a  season,  as  afore*- 
xelated  ;  but  now  it  seems  he  is  fallen  from  that  feith 
^be  had  in  t^is  commission  of  the  Spirit,  and  sold  the 
ibooks,  not  for  want,  i>ut  for  contempt,  as  not  worthy 
to*  be  looked  into  by  him:  he  hath  despised  the 
blessini^  which  he  oncef  rejoiced  in,  as  Esau  did  his 
4>irtli»right,  and  hath  sc4d  all  his*  interest  to  heaven, 
for  to  trust  to  the  motions  of  reason,  the  light  within 
him,  the  Quakers  nmss  of  pottage,  for  salvation  ;  far 
there  is  no  salvation  in  thwr  principles ;  if  therefhad, 
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why  did  he  not  keep  to  thtetti  before }  Doth  he  diink 
to  6nd  reit  there  ndir  i  Smdyno. 

Therefore^  if  tfab  unaif  be  guilty  of  this  ^rekt  fall, 
as  I  suppose  he  is,  it  had  been  good  for  him  that  he  had 
never  been  bom;  but  he  cannot  help  it;  for  it  is  a 
-dangeroftt  thing  to  be  an  hypocrite  to  God,  and  to 
-his  own  soul ;  for  a  true  prophet  repr^ents  Hit 
(peace  of  God  here  chi  earth. 

This  man  is  like  one  of  those  branches  Chrisi  speafe- 
,eth  of|  John  xv.  &  If  a  man  abide  not  m  me,  he  u  cast 
forth  as  a  branch,  and  u  mtheted,  and  mat  gather  thcm^ 
-and  cast  them  into  the  fire.  This  Christ  spake  unto 
hk  disciples,  he  being  the  true  vine,  and  the  b€^ 
lievers  of  him  were  the  branches ;  he  knowing  that 
Some  that  pretendeld  to  bdieve  in  him  that  had  do 
true  i£aith,  therefore  brought  for  A  no  fruit,  nor  did 
(Hot  continue  in  that  faith  id  the  end :  so  it  is  with 
every  true  commissiohated  prophet ;  he  is  the  vine 
that  God  hath  placed  in  his  vineyard  in  this  earth, 
and  the  believers  of  this  prophet  are  the  branches^ 
'and  by  £auth  they  are  ingrafted  into  tfaU  vine ;  and 
those  branches  that  bring  forth  fruit  of  £Edth,  and 
love  to  God,  and  abide  in  the  vine,  it  brin^thforth 
•ne\v:  fruit  of  peace  and  joy  to  the  end.  But  those 
withered  and  dried  branches,  which  do  not  sdbide  in 
•tbe' vine,  are  to  be  cut  off,  and  cast  into  the  fire  of 
bell:  or,  las  the  fig«tree  tl^t  had  leaves  upon  it, 
'seetnin^  to: be  a  v>od  tree,  but  when  Christ  danle  to 
i»ltof  the  fruit,  he  found  none ;  therefore  he  cmied 
.'it  to  wither  and  die,  never  to  bring  foi^h  fruit  ibore 
.to  eternity.  I  have  had  great  experience  trf'  sucl 
like  branches  as  these  since  the  time  of  my  com- 
odssion.  '      '  V    ' 

:  LODOWlGKE  :MUGGLETON. 

London^  December  SI,  1679. . !  « 
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A  i3t>py  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowkke 
,  Mugglelon  to  Mr.  George  Gamble^  in  Cork  in  Ireland, 
ieatmg  date  the  I2ih  of  J^maxy^^  IGJQ. 

,Ijnibi^Q94ki»dFnenflm 

}Qt\k  <if  D6Qei[i»ber  1678,  to  lOw  friend  ^Mr.  iP^lar 
main,  of  tiie  great  troubles  jqu  are  in,  conc^erning 
the  ajSairs  and  dealings  of  this  world.  I. was  SQrrj, 
and  grieyed  in  heart  to  hear  it ;  but,  con$ideriqg  ip 
mysdf,  that  it  is  a  common  tiding,  especially  ia 
these  troublesome  days  of  late  y^ars^.for  men  thftt 
are  incumbered  with  sreat  .a^iirf  9^d  business  ]in 
this  world,  to  faal,  an4^  brii^  trouble  u|>oa .  th<$nir 
selves.  It  is  grown  a  copimoii  tiling,  :iQ,the£(e  ;l^t§ 
years,  as  if  it  wjere  a  thing  in  com:^  int  this  w€^jl|4« 
All  men  have  trouble  jtpget  a  lijbtie  tfood  ^and  cloaih- 
ing,  let  it.be  ever  so  spfiall;  it^ca^ot;  ;l^e.bad  withr 
out  care  and  trouble.^  But  w|ieFp;^ncuinlj>^ 
and.grpat  pro^t,  it  eremite?  ^r^t  lfmiji,m^«f.&^ 
trouble.  Thojse  things  dotih  befall  bpth  f^o|^^p|;,  ,q^ 
devil  sometimes;  so  that  tliie  peape  w)i^ic)^;t}^ifif  ^V|^^ 
^ives  is  taken  away  almost  fr9pn(^  n)eqj^,b^ti||t.ipa^ 
and  deviK  .:   1 

As  to  the  trpubiles  of  tl^sy^r^  jx>t|)  of  ihej^fiu^ 
«9d  crosses,  jou  iQiis|t^a^e  tfirpjqg)i;H  i^,patieDlii^^ 
you  can :  do  that  moral  righteousness  beti^t^  VWp 
and  man,  in  these  matters  of  the  ^(u-ld,  >S\}r<Hi 
would  have  others  do  unto  you ;  and  you  sl^  have 
that  peace  of  miqd  as  porai  righteousoess  will 
iifibfd :  but  as  for  that  peace  W(hich  the  world  cannot 
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give,  which  is  that  peace  of  God  which  pdtseth  all  tm- 

deritandingy  which  I  perceive  you  liave  tasted  of, 

in  that  you  have  believed  ^this  third  a»d  last  record  of 

the.  Spirit.    I  have  had  several  testimonies,  in  your 

letters,  of  yoiir  faith  iii'  th^  true  God,  dnd  in  me 

his  true  messenger;  aiidtyiisfeitb  of  yours  will  bear 

your  up  into  everlasting  life  ;  for  this  doctrine  of  the 

true  Gody  and  the  light  d^vil,  ttie  knowledge' of 

these  two,  their  forms,  and  their  natures^  the  one 

^VeCh  tlife  sbtit  the  as£(urahee  of  efemal  lile,  aiSd  the 

-6tl^  frees  the  «oWl  frt>hi'thef  feir  of  anydtvrf,  tt 

'Eternal  dfeath,  whidh  liiany  can  witness  at  thid  day. 

'It/is  life  eternal  to  know  God  as  he  is,  which  no 

ihati  in  thiS'\v6i'ld  -at  this  day  doth,  but  thosfewbo 

have  believed  out  repdrt.    God  hath  hid  these  things 

'fi^tn  th^  wdrld,  and  hath  revealed  them  only  to  his 

^choseh  fA^sseiligeirs ;  for  the  wotld  is  so  blind  that  it 

counts  it  it  needless  thing  to  know  God  in  his  form 

tiihd  uaturle : ;  but,  blessad  be  the  God  6f  heaven, 

ilitit  liith'  blinded  their  eyes,  and  hath  opened  our 

■ntfyei,  to  ^ee'bjjr  faith,  that  God  hath  both  form  and 

Ttetdre,  in  that  he  created  riiAn  in  his  own  image 

-fthd^  likeness;    ia^   tX\  the    comfort   of    prophets, 

j^^kf^ti^^  btidsimitis,  lieth  in  the  knowledge  of  God's 

'form  and  iiatilre :  his  form  is  brighter  than  the  sun, 

's^lifte.rthian  thought,  yet  a  glorious  spiritual  body, 

^flf'fc^m 'of  a  man  from  eternity;    and  that  this 

glorious,  spiritual  heavenly  body,  in  fulness  of  tini^, 

'tkall^mitted^  itsfelif  in  the  yir^n's  womb,  and  became 

a  pure  natural  body,  die  Child  JesilS,  God  maniftSt 

ifiihiit  Jksh ;  or  more  fully,  God  became  JlesK^  arid 

^dtiklt  amiMg  'liAeh :  so  that  eternity  became  time,  and 

'tithe  Wame  eternity^  again ;  and  immortality  became 

jiure  mortality  in  thaf'body  of  Christ  Jesus.;   And 

as  immortality  became  pure   mortality,  so  ^  pure 
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mortality  became  uninoriaHty  again.  Therefore  it- 
is  said  in  John's  Revelation  concerning  Christ,  that 
bis  fac^  shone  as  the  sun  in  its  strength,  and  bis  head, 
aind  h^  hair  was  white  as  wool.  And  in  another 
place  he^is  called,  TheAneUnt  of  Days ;  and  he  caWt^ 
himself,  7%e  Jirtt  and  the  iast,  the  begmnmg  and  the 
end;  ■  he  that  vas  dead,  and  it  afivet  and  behold  he  if 
oHveJbrevermore. 

'■  l^iis  is  tlmfc  spiritual  body  itfaat  was  from  eternity; 
that) became timd;  thatimmortality  that  became  pure' 
diortality,  is  now  become  eternity ' and.  immiortality^: 
that  wasbrighterthaii  the  sun,  swifter  than  lihoaglit*' 
f  hat  etemHy  that  beoame  time,/  that  imtoortalitjr 
that  became  pure  m6tta^ity  is  npw J|>eobbevetbrikitwf 
atid  iwtubrtKklity  again ;  <  Kheacefoite  calldcC  STii  AnivM 
#^  .Dav«>,  beesui3«'he.  Was' that  et^ciaal  <@rdd  tbaii  ekwUsd 
the  mo  worlds.  This  is  that  jgreat  mj^sterTjr'  hf^  Qod 
became  ifie^,  and  dwelt  MM^fneni\  whiehi'lhystery 
th!^  btalyi  «n^ls  desired  t6  pry  <i&4b;w&ich  thei 
tdngtieofman  is^  not  able  t^bxpreti^  biiit  i;^-  anba^ 
Bis^HEwire;  tbis^is  thab)mysiter^of  Ocid^tiiot  wite  to  b<i 
ittidhed  tn  the  days  44  ttiie  Toi(»^  eif :  tH^  sihtstitb  angi^ 
irh<3i]  It'dotlh  sound  iwHicb  isfiyUfiU^iJi^  ih^oiy 
days^aiild  wilt,  soandi till  time  be  >nd)mbi«t!  thiy 
i^  that  Ibiindation  Which  God  hath  laid -for  >  Ins  elect; 
to  believe^  te  change  bis  own;  ^orious  limmprtal 
body,  htyt  ihto  pui«  moi^^Utyy  ihatwe  hisservalrtSy 
thepropheitsandiapostleS)  aridytmitthe'tFiic^biilicrrers^ 
may  andersttuid:'€m  bettiey 'thd  cptQweriibf'Ood^  hbw 
lie'Wilt  diMi  oHf^nlUe'ibodiu^^^make'aieik  Hkeiikto 
hi0-^lori»ti$lodyih^A  «lMii4hisWK^«%  ^hailpui^M 
immofiedUy.'  ctad  (ihat'«^uvtbat beKetie^tnayiiuidec-' 
itaad,  that  'thef  Godbcad  Hfe,  ivBen  HihetxaatqiifkOil 
diid  but  Qfaange*  M8i'ga(nocnt«S|alA>«ib«riii>bi8'«pii^t(l 
body>iii'th«'jWMdb^if  4h9vi(y«il  «ld;icfoa^ktt^iM 
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Godbeftd  lift  with  flesh' atkd  bone,: as  ftoeit  gaiiBRol^ 
or  new  bodjr»  which  he  will  wear  to  all  eternity. 

These  thing!!  are  hard  to  be  understood  by  the 
reason  of  roen»  but  by  faith  only :  tbio  is  that  God  I 
have  declared  unto  you  the  seed  of  fiiith,  and  unto 
this  wicked  generation  for  which  I  have  suffered 
persecution  md  imprisonment  in  several  gaols ;  but 
the  Grod  of  m^  salvation  hath  fHeserved  my  life  to> 
this  day«  Tbu  faith  and  knowledgie,  I  peroeive*  ia 
the  comfort  of  your  soql  in  this  your  great  afflictioas 
and  troubka  you  are  in  at  present.  And  what  can  I 
say  mOfe»  bat. to  strengthen  y<yur  faith  mora  and 
more  in  the  tsue  God^  that  he  counted  yo«i  woBthy 
to .  believe  bis  pfophets  report  in  these,  lost  days. 
Oh!  ikviz  blened  thin^,  to  know  by  frith  in  thia 
eommiasiiui  of  thb;:Spirit»  that  you  slttll  see  God 
&cd  to  face»  bficauafr  you  have  b^evi^l  God  bajth  a 
face.  Tbisi  i»  :tk»  faith  of  God'A  ele^  and  by 
thb  fitith.  we  V  know  God  hath  dected  m  firen  thi& 
begjinningi  ti  this  wojddj  This  faith  gives  us  to 
hdonr  the  'cddtaitf  Iqikowledge  oC.onr  etacnal  bapp^ 
nievu;:  Xhk/iutifigVfes  us  to  know  Godaabeiaifli 
hite8ei^lbo*hlhiii  fi>rmi  stodnatUne;  and  that  tbete 
Tile  bodies)  of::0!»rt  shaU  be  r^iaed  spitilual  bodiea^ 
and  .  be  aadfe  Ukii  uAto  bis  spiritual  and  glcMiona 
body*  and  shall  sing  praises  unto  our  God,  our  King, 
and  our  Redeemer,  in  that  kingdom  of  eternal  gk>ry. 
By  laitb  Iknow  tibeae  things  will  be  as,  if  I  saw  it 
vith  my  natural  eyes  i  for  tiue  fnith  .i»aa  oiciain  an 
evidenoe  to  the  soiil  o£  man,  Of  things  not^een  with 
the  nfituMd  eye,  as  this  dewetit  eight  of  the  natural 
eyt  .caa  witeeiii  to  atoy<  aatural.  tru^  .whatsoever 
heidiupba-eafth:  iTIiis  wiJllBo«e.to  pateatlheend 
<if  the  ,weirld»  whidit  the.  soul  of  Ulaii  irUl  not  be 
MiudU^that  bt  hath  beds  dead  »  qiwtter  of  an 
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boiir^  wlien  he  is  raised  again ;  for  there  i&  no  time 
to  the  dead;  so  that  the  righteous  doth  but  pass 
through  this  natural  death  into  eternal  life  and  glorjf  j 
and: the  seed  of  the  serpent  doth  but  pass  through 
this  natural  death,  into  eternal  death  and  misery. 

I  have  been  more  large  than  I  thought^  but  I 
know  it  will  not  be  burthensome  for  you  to  read; 
because  things  of  this  nature  cannot  be  expressed  in 
a  few  words ;  so  I  shall  take  leave  at  present,  only 
my  love,  with  my  wife's  love,  remembered  unto 
yourself  and  good  wife,  though  unknown  to  me; 
aiid  all  the  rest  of  friends  whom  you  know  in  those 
parts.  I  rest  your  friend  in  the  true  faith  of  the  one 
personal  God,  the  man  Christ  Jesus  in  glory, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Londan^  January  12,  1678. 

In  particular,pray  remember  my  love  to  Mr.Rogers, 
w'hom  I  once  saw,  and  had  discourse  with  him  at 
our  Rriend  Delamain's  house. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowich 

Muggleton  to  Major  Jolm  Dennuon,  of  DuUiUj  m 

^    Ireldfrid,  (taring  date  February  24,  16*78.  ^ 

-   Lotittg  Friend  in  the  true  Faith,  Mr.  John  Dennison, 
*'  '.  .  .      '  .      .       ; 

I  HAVE  received   several  letters  from  you^ 
wherein  you  have  expressed  yourself,  to.  have  faith 
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and  cQQifidieDce  in  thU  commiasipn  of  the  Spirit  i.  l^ut 
1  have  quUe  forgot  that,  ever  I  sept  you  9ny  answer 
in  particular ;  but  having  this  opj^rtunity  to  send 
by  your  »on,  I  shsJl  write  these  few  line§  unto  yo»^ 
as  followeth : 

I  perceive  that  you  have  found  out  that  strait  2ind 
parrow  way  that  leads  to  life  eternal,  which  very  f^ 
do  find^  which  is  in  believing  this  last  record  upon 
earth ;  which  narrow  and  strait  way  to  life  eternal 
hath  not  been  shewn  to  any  man  this  thirteen  hipw 
dred  years  and  more^  till  within  these  twenty^seyei^ 
years  God  chose  John  Reeve  and  myself,  who  have 
declared  Jesudi  Christ  to  be  the  very  God  and  very 
man,  who  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life.  Thi^ 
is  that  strait  and  narrow  way  that  leads  to  life  eter- 
nal, which  so  few  do  find  in  ^l^ese  our  days;  yet 
more  do  find  this  narrow  way,  at  this  time,  than  have 
a  thousand  years  before. 

I  doubt  not  but  you  have  put  on  the  armour  of 
God  as  I  have  done,  for  whoever  goeth  this  narrow 
way  to  ^eaven  shall  meet  with  enemies  great  store^ 
both  spiritual  and  natural.  And  if  a  man  be  not 
well  armed  with  the  armour  of  God,  the  spiritual 
enemies  in  his  own  heart  will  overcome  him  ;  for  if 
a  man  conquer  his  own  heart,  he  may  conquer  the 
whole  world.  The  armour  of  God  is  the  shield  of 
faith;  a  breast- plate  of  righteousness,  instead  of  a 
breast-plate  of  iron ;  a  helmet  of  salvation  Upon  a 
nan's  head,  instead  of  a  silver  head-piece ;  the  aword 
of  the  spirit  in  It  man's  mouth,  instead  of  a  sword  of 
steel  with  a  silver  belt  tied  to  his  side.  This  helmet 
of  salvation,  it  casteth  out  the  fear  of  eternal  damna- 
tion. This  breast-plate  of  righteousness,  it  keepeth 
off  the  fiery  darts  of  the  devil's  accusaticMis  in  the 
conscience.    The  shield  oi  faith,  it  keeps  off  all 
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doubts  and  questions  that  would  arise  in  man's  heaiiy 
cofK^eming  bis  eternal  happiness.  Tbe  sword  of  the 
Spirit  is  the  words  of  faith,  which  cuts  unbelief  in 
sunder,  both  in  himself  and  others.  This  is  that 
armour  that  doth  overcome  death,  hell,  and  the  devil 
in  man^  even  as  Christ  did  without  man.  Oh!  blessed 
and  happy  are  all  those  that  do  fight  the  good  fight 
of  faith,  tho^  is  laid  up  for  them  a  crown  of  life^ 
which  God  the  righteous  Judge  shall  give  at  that  da}r> 
even  that  crown  of  life  which  he  purchased  with  bis 
own  blood.  Oh  t  how  lew  do  understand  those  things 
l^at  beloi^  to  their  peace.  I  perceive  yoii  havered 
our  writings,  and  some  of  those  letters  I  wrote  of  late, 
concerning  my  sufferings  for  Grod^s  cause.  It  was  the 
cause  of  Moses,  the  prophets,  Christ's,  and  tbe 
apostles^  sufferings.  And,  last  of  all,  it  hath  been  the 
cmse  of  my  sufferings.  We  read  the  prophets  and 
alpostlesof  old,  how  they  complained  of  the  burthen  of 
the  Lord  was  heavy  upon  them ;  insomuch  that  Moses 
desired  to  be  blotted  out  of  the  book  of  life,  rather 
thaii  be  troubled  any  further  with  a  rebellious  people. 
Jereniiab  the  prophet  was  so  weary  of  his  messages  of 
(he  Lord  to  a  gains^ing  people,  that  he  curs^  the 
day  of  his  birth,  and  wished  he  had  never  been  born, 
Paul  ateo  wished  himself  accursed  from  Christ  for  his 
4imdred  and  relatimis  in  the  Jiesh^  he  being  sensible  of 
the  miserable  condition  they  were  in  to  be  damned  tet 
eternity  through  unbelief  People  think  it  is  a  brave 
thing  to  be  a  prophet,  but  we  find  it  by  experience 
to  the  contrary.  Our  honour  and  glory  is  put  upon 
us  after  we  are  dead  by  the  world ;  but  while  w^  are 
stlive,  hated  and  despised  beyond  all  Qther  men,  only 
iet  spieakiDg  the  truth,  which  the  Lord  hath  forced 
us  to  speak  4  for  if  the  world  be  told  any  judgment 
•  S  M  2 
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$1^11  befal  them,  or  that  God  will  ex^ute  any  veni^ 
gcfance  upon  them,  either  spiritual  or  temporal^  they 
will  hate  us,  and  dispitefully  use  us :  for  we  caiihot 
speak  peace' to  the  people  of  the  world,  but  to  some 
few  that  are  chosen  out  of  the  world.  But  to  j  give 
you  to  understand  why  such  gr^t  prophets  and  mes- 
sengers of  God  should  curse  the  day  of  their  bittb^ 
and  be  blotted. out  of  the  book  of  life,  arid  acicucsed 
from  Christ,  after  God  hath  given  themsd  full  kasv^ 
raface  of  eternal  salvation.  r  i    /o 

/  Answer.  That  Moses  did  not  desire  to.be  blotted 
out  of  the  book  of  life,  as  to  eternal  salvation,  and  so 
to  suffer  etenial  damnation,  for  that  he  knew  could 
not  be ;  but  his  desire  was,  that  God  would  errase  his 
name  out  of  his  book  as  a  commissioner,  or  that  Gt>d 
would  take  away  his  commission  from  him,  and  eive 
it  to  another  man,  so  that  he  might  be  fi^ed  m>m 
that  trouble.  And  as  for  the  prophet  Jeremiah 
cursing  the  day  of  his  birth  with  such  a  heavy  curse^ 
it  was  because  he  knew  that  if  he  had  never  been 
born,  or  died  in  his  childhood,  he  should  never  have 
known  trouble  or  sorrow ;  for  he  was  so  sensible  of 
the  multitude  of  his  enemies  that  sought  his  li&u  arid 
his  sufferings  for  being  a  true  pfopheti  of  the  Lord^ 
thjit  he  was  unsensible  of  any  glory,  salv^tioriv  or 
happiness  in  the  life  to  come  ;  so  that  the  persecii** 
(tions  and  troubles  of  this  present  world,  weighed  in 
the  balance  of  his  mind  more  heavy  than  an  eternal 
kingdom  of  glory  hereafter  :  so  that  he  wished  he  had 
never  been  bom,  then  should  have  lain  still,  and  batve 
been  quiet,  and  not  have  been  sensible  neither*  of. j^ 
nor  sorrow.  I  myself  have  had  experience  of  this* /a 
Jittlev  before  I  was  chosen  of  God,  or  knewiwbat  reveh 
httion  was.  It  came  to  pass  that  my  thoiights  were 
troubled  about  salvation  and  damnation  ;  and  th©  dis- 
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pule  within  iniegrew  very  greats  aod  the  motbns  oS 
faith,  though  I  kaew  it  not,  were  50  strong  in  me, 
againat  the  motions  of  reason  in  me,  which  ihen  I 
knew  not  neither  ;  but  the  motions  of  faith  being  so 
well  grounded  upon  the  Scriptures,  did  prove  to  ray 
xei^on,  that  there  was  a  necessity,  that  some  men  and 
women  should  be  saved,  and  the  greatest  part  should 
be  damned  ;  so  that  I  saw  there  was  a  cettain  dam- 
nation and  salvation,  and  both  eterdial ;  b<it  which 
Way  to  ^in  the  one,  and  escape  the  other,  I  could 
not  tell,  or  what  course  to  take ;  loth  I  was  to  be 
damned  to  eternity ;  and  how  to  gain  the  assurance 
of  eternal  salvation,  I  knew  not,  because  it  lay  in 
God's  prerogative  power  to  make  me  a  vessel  of 
wrath,  or  a  vessel  of  mercy,  which  he  pleased.  I  saw 
my  righteousness,  nor. prayer^  fijor  any.  goiod  deeds  I 
could  dO)  would  notaavemoi  if  he  bbd  iniuik  mea  ves* 
sel  of  wrath ;  so  that  my  hope. was  cuA  oJB^  land  almost 
utter:  despair  in  the  roiDib;.«o  thatl.'wi^d  in  my 
k&itttk^tj  iNad  never  been  bom  ;  cor  tbati  I  bad  died 
in.my  mother's  wonib ;  for  I  did^not  desJrerw  much 
to  be  staved,  so  fcbat  I  could  but  esca^;  being  danined : 
I  knew  no  evil  I  had  done  why  I;  swuW  be.damned ; 
bttt^God's  pr^ocative  will  not  be  liajited  by^n^  law 
li^hatstiever  but  his  own  will ;  If  :he  will  have  mercy, 
or  if  he  will  not  have  me^cy,  how  should  J,  hia  poor 
creature,  gainsay  it.  This  lay  heavy  Updn  toy  aoul, 
so  that  I  was  foyced  to  sUinmon  it  to  Opd'^  preroga^ 
tive  power^  and  immoliately  aft^r  Xifouiid  re9t  tolbij 
soul ;  and  not  many ;  hour$  after, .  the.  Heavens  wme 
ripened,  and  the  windc^t^s  .th^^,  bn|l  ttiipoycedl 
down  showers  of  revelations,,  and  jk»owMge  atiith^ 
^Scriptures  above;  all  ther ;  nlwa  )A  >  this  \  w^drld,,  ;at»  ibis 
.d^,  i  md  it  hath  and  46th.i]p]<^aiqiWifh(me)t(t>)  this 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4et 

day ;  which  is  now  almost  twenty-eight  years.  Thk 
is  but  a  hint  of  those  things  I  have  had  experience  of, 
after  I  had  revelation  to  interpret  Seriptare,  and 
satisfection  in  my  own  soul,  and  assurance  of  my  saU 
vation.  I  was  well  contented,  for  no  man  can  ceiw 
tainly  know  he  shall  not  be  damned,  unles*  he  fint 
be  sure  he  shall  be  saved. 

This  i  know  to  be  true,  and  when  I  had  all  this 
laid  up  in  my  heturt,  as  a  treasure  in  heaven,  wiiem 
no  doubt  could  arise,  nor  in  the  least  think  thai  God 
would  choose  me  to  be  a  prophet.  I  always  loved 
the  prophets  oi  old,  but  was  very  unwilHng  to  be 
one  myself;  so  that  I  have  wished  since  (as  Jemmiah 
di<^  thtft  God  woiild  ha^e  chosen  SDine  other  man, 
and  have  let  mie  alode ;  but  Ood  chose  whom  he  wMl; 
and  who  shall  gainsay  it :  and  blessed  be  the  God  of 
Heav*en  that  mitb  vedeemed  my  soul  with  his  own 
blood,  and  hath  freed  me,  and  ntany  othersy  fiora  the 
fear  of  etemd  d«ath,  which  is  the  second  death ;  who 
bath  preserved  my  life  from  the  mootis  4f  the  ]ion> 
and  from  the  pi.w  of  the  iMar ;  from  the  great.  mcM 
of  tlm  earth,  and  from!  the  poor  of  this  wicked-  g^ie^ 
ration^tiiese  ttaoyydtEirs,  mnA  haitfa  duHedtne  thmugb 
many  dangers,  perseoutionis,  and  impf^ncbents,  mr 
his  name's  sake,  and  tot  the  good  of  otheM  thsit  d» 
truly  beliate  in  thb  third  and  kat  i^dcoid  of  the  Spirit. 
I  know  I  shall  be  missed,  when  I  tm  gone^  by  the 
sai^s,  but  die  devils  will  rejoice;  beieiWukt'  there 
wiil>  never  Arise  another  true  prophet  alUsr  w^  like 
matt  me,  while  this  world  endureffa^  I  h$tfe  been 
longer  than  I  thought,  but  I  hope  it  will  be  no  great 
burthen  ht  yxm  to  readv  But  shall  take  leattt  at 
presenty  only  my  loitfe,  with  nfy  wife^s  Itfv«e,  Mtntm- 
Mled  unto  yoanelf,  tkfi  forgetting  Colonel  Phave, 
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Mr.  Gamble,  Mr.  Rc^erSp  and  Captain  GlJe,  with 
the  rest  of  that  little  flock  in  those  parts,  I  rest 

Your  friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

jLondbn,  f)ti.  $S,  6t  the  Year  1678. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggletofi  to  Michael  Petty  in  Kent,  bearing  date 
the  SSth  of  February,  1678. 

Loving  friend,  Michael  Pett, 

I  RECEIVE  D  a  letter  of  yoMre  by  the  hand  of 
Mr.  SJielley,  wherein  your  desire  i?,  that  I  would 
satisfy  a  question  or  two  of  your  wijfe's,  %h^  being,  as 
it  seems  to  me,  unsatisfied  in  hfyr^ipi^.  CQQoeriiing 
^  salvation ;  ^4  ^he  would  wMUpg^y  9<tta|n  thi$ 
assurance  of  her  eternal  h^ppi^^s^  by  pj^yer.  iFor, 
say  you,  youjr  wife  questions  if  we  aye  not  to  pr?iy 
with  motions  in  thp  wind  for  a^^istance,  for  W8^nt  pf 
satisfiiction. 

In  this  question  you  are  sore  afflicted  witli  fear^j 
and  doubtjs. 

The  ^a>i)d.<i|i^sti9n  is,  if  thei  rgydatipn  wj^I^ 
Mr^  ClaTttflfi^write?  of,  proceeded  fiQWi(?f¥J>  pr  ^  it 
proceeded  ifrpmfwth.  : 

X^ikewisp  yon  sf^y^  if  God  do  not  ^iye  his  in-shining 
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liglit  with  all.    For  instance,  you  ^y,  see  Mattbew^ 
the  7th  chapter  and  the  7th  verse. 

This  is  the  whole  substance  of  the  matter.  Now, 
I  know  not  whether  this  affliction  of  fears  and  doubts 
doth  arise  from  yourself,  or  from  your  wife,  her  soul 
being  afflicted  not  only  for  want  of  her  eternal  salva- 
tion, but  the  present  fear  of  her  eternal  damnation, 
or  endless  misery.  This  is  that  which  maketh  the 
heaits  of  all  men  and  women,  to  fear,  doubt,  and 
fail.  I  understand  your  wife  was  to  see  me,  with 
your  father  Harris^  when  I  was  in  prison ;  but  I  have 
quite  forgot  the  favour  of  the  woman ;  neither  do  I 
remember  her  at  all ;  neither  do  I  know  whether  she 
did  ever  believe  any  thing  of  the  doctrine  or  power 
of  this  commission  of  the  Spirit  or  no ;  yet  if  she 
hath  not  been  a  despiser,  blasphemer,  or  opposer  of 
the  doctrine  or  declaration  of  this  commission  of  the 
Spirit,  in  calling  it  blasphemV)  delusion^  and  lies,  or 
any  thing  of  that  nature,  which  cometh  under  the 
sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost;  I  shall  give  her  any 
satisfaction,  and  it  shall  be  effectual  to  comfort  her 
troubled  soul,  if  she  can  but  believe. 
'  ^*  i^nd  as  for  your  first  question,  whether  you  are  not 
b<)itoid  to  pray  ii^ifh  motions  in  the  mind  for  assist- 
ance, seeing  .you '  want  satisfaction  of  mind .  A  nd  for 
example,  you  tbink  you  have  Christ's  words  for  it,  in 
the  7tb  chapter  of  Matthew,  and  the  7th  verse,  where 
he  saith  to  his  disciples,  AbIc^  and  it  shall  be  given  you ; 
seek  J  and  you  shall  Jind;  knacky  and  it  shall  be  opened 
tmtoyou.'  *  . 

This  you  are  to  mind,  that  they  were  Christ's  dis- 
ciples, that  did  believe  in  him ;  therefore  he  gave  them 
this  exh<yrtation,  to  pray  in  faith,  knock  in  &dth,  and 
so  in  faith  they  should  find  in  their  own  souls  the  assur- 
ance of  everlasting  lifb  ^  so  tliat  heaven-gate  should  be 
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opened  unto  theni^  and  they  shall  enter  into  their 
eteraal  rest,  even  while  in  this  world ;  as  yoa  may 
see  the  like  words  of  Christ,  Matthew  the  21st,  and 
22d  verse,  speaking  to  his  own  disciples,  who  did 
believe  in  him,  saith.  All  things  whatsoever  ye  shall  ask 
m  prayer^  believing^  ye  sImU  receive ;   so  that  there  is 
nothing  to  be  had  of  heavenly  peace,  joy,  or  glory, 
or  the  assurance  of  everlasting  life,  by  prayer,  except 
it  be  the  prayer  of  faith ;    that  is,  to  believe  in  the 
true  Grod,  and  to  believe  that  messenger  he  doth 
send.     Likewise  in  Mark,   the  11th   chapter,  and 
f4th  verse.  Therefore  I  say  unto  you,  uhdt  things  soever 
ye  desire  when  ye  pray,  believe  that  ye  receive  them,  and 
ye  shall  have  them  ;    so  that  there  is  no  heavenly  gift 
whatsoever  to  be  had,  but  by  the  prayer  of  faith; 
which  is  to  believe,  as  I  said  before.    So  James  the 
first,  and  5th  and  6th  verses,  saith.  If  any  of  you^ 
meaning  believers  of  his  commission,  lack  wisdom,  let 
km  ask  it  of  God;  that  is,  heavenly  wisdom,  which 
maketh  men  and  women  wise  unto  salvation ;  bat 
let  him  ask  it  in  faith,  nothing  wavering,  nor  doubt- 
ing ;  for  if  the  soul  doubt,  he  shall  receive  nothing  of 
the  Lord.   This  is  that  prayer  of  £aith  which  did  heal 
the  sick  in  the  apostles  time ;  and  this  is  that  prayer 
of  faith  that  healeth  the  wounded  soul  of  every  man 
and  woman  in  these  our  days,  who  have  set  to  their 
seals,  in  believing  the  doctrine  and  declaration  de-^ 
dared  by  us  the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit,  and  that  we 
two  are  the  two  last  witnesses  and  prophets  that  God 
will  ever  send,  to  the  end  of  this  world :  this  is  that 
feith  that  many  men  and  women  have,  by  it,  removed 
mountains,  and  high  hills,  of  ignorance  and  darkness^ 
which  lay  before  their  understandings,  by  the  power 
of  faith  in  this  conmiisSion  of  the  Spirit,  into  tho 
bottom  of  the  sea,  that  is,  into  utter  oblivion }  so  that 
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peace  of  mind  enters  into  the  soul,  and  bringetb  the 
assurance  of  eternal  life  into  the  soul ;  so  that  eternal 
life  doth  abide  in  them^  and  are  entered  into  their 
rest,  having  no  need  to  pray  any  more ;  for  where 
the  assurance  of  eternal  life  is  granted,  what  need 
that  soul  pray  for  the  same  thing  again,  which  he 
hath  in  possession.  This  prayer  may  be  called  the 
prayer  of  faith,  which  is  the  motions  of  the  mind  in 
secret ;  and  so  we  pray  in  secret,  and  our  faith,  peace, 
and  joy,  and  heavenly  knowledge,  being  increased 
in  secret,  in  the  mind  or  soul,  it  comes  to  be  re- 
warded openly  in  the  kingdom  of  glory :  but  as  for 
publick  prayer  to  be  heard  of  men,  that  is  the  prac- 
tice of  all  hypocrites ;  they  do  imitate  the  words  of 
Christ,  which  he  said  to  his  own  disciples  and  be- 
lievers; therefore  it  is  they  pray,  but  are  never 
heard ;  they  ask  for  peace,  and  assurance  of  God's 
jnercy,  but  never  receive  any :  they  knock  at  heaven- 
gate  a  thousand  times,  but  the  gate  is  never  opened 
unto  them,  because  they  are  like  the  foolish  virgins, 
that  have  no  oil  in  their  lamps;  so  they  have  many 
prayers  to  heaven,  but  no  faith  in  their  hearts ;  so 
that  in  the  day  of  death  the  door  of  heaven  is  shut 
against  them ;  then  are  they  forced  to  go  the  broad 
way  into  utter  darkness :  but  the  prayer  of  faith,  if 
it  be  but  once  in  his  life-time,  it  is  of  that  power 
with  God,  that  he  will  open  the  gate  of  heaven,  and 
let  him  in,  even  as  the  door  of  his  heart  was  opened 
to  receive  his  prophet's  report,  and  let  the  King  of 
glory,  that  is,  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  hb 
form,  and  nature,  enter  into  his  soul  here  in  this 
life. 

:  This  prayer  need  not  be  said  day  after  day.  Let 
any  maji  or  woman  pray  this  prayer  of  faith  but 
once  in  their  life-time,  and  the  gates  of  heaven  shall 
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be  opened  unto  them,  and  they  shall  enter  into  the 
Paradise  of  peace  here  on  earUi^  and  into  the  assur- 
ance of  eternal  glory  hereafter. 

This  experience  bath  shewed  me^  and  many  others, 
both  men  and  women  can  witness  the  truth  of  it ;  so 
that  you  may  well  perceive,  that  if  you  have  no  faith 
in  your  prayer,  and  do  not  believe  God  will  answer 
you  in  peace,  you  had  better  let  it  alone,  and  submit 
to  God^s  prerogative  power,  let  him  do  what  he  will 
with  you  after  death.  This  was  my  way,  and  many 
more  that  have  followed  me  have  found  rest  to  their 
souls ;  for  so  long  as  you  practise  that  which  was 
others  duty  to  do,  you  will  never  find  peace  of  mind 
here  in  this  life,  no  more  than  all  professors  of  reli- 
gion do,  notwithstanding  the  multitude  of  prayers 
they  make ;  yet  not  a  man  of  them  hath  true  peace 
and  assurance  of  their  salvation  in  themselves.  Why  ? 
Because  they  act  over  the  apostle's  commission  again, 
which  was  given  to  those  people  that  believed  them. 
Therefore  1  shall  say  this  unto  the  woman,  that  if  she 
can  but  believe  me,  and  follow  my  advice,  and  let  l 
prayers  alone,  though  I  know  she  cannot  hinder  the  i 
motions,  if  she  could  she  would,  her  soul  would  be 
quiet ;  but  if  she  can  but  let  God  alone,  and  submit 
to  his  prerogative  power,  in  matters  of  salvation  and 
damnation ;  for  there  is  no  striving  with  the  Creator, 
neither  will  he  be  intreated  to  alter  his  will  or  pur- 
pose. If  she  can  but  take  this  yoke  upon  her,  it  is 
but  easy  and  light,  but  seems  very  heavy  to  reason. 
My  soul  for  hers  she  shall  be  saved ;  and  in  a  small 
time  the  day-star  of  light  in  her  understanding  will 
arise,  and  bring  peace  and  rest  to  her  soul. 

And  as  for  Claxton's  revelation,  it  proceeded  from 
the  seed  of  faith  in  himself,  from  that  faith  he  had  in 
John  Beeve  and  myself,  apd  not  from  God  without 
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him;  neither  did  God  choose  him  as  he  did  John 
Reeve  and  myself,  by  voice  of  words.  But  however, 
the  things  he  wrote  concerning  God  and  devil  were 
true ;  but  you  need  not  concern  yourself  any  ways 
with  him  as  long  as  I  am  alive. 

I  have  written  the  more  large,  on  purpose  to  satisfy 
your  troubled  soul,  if  possible.  So  take  leave, 
and  rest. 

Your  friend  in  what  I  may, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

.    Londcin^  Feb.  26,  1678. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodomcke 
Muggleton  to  Mr.  Thomas  Nosworthy^  in  Antigua^ 
bearing  date  the  Sd  of  March,  I678. 

Loving  friend  in  the  iruefaith^  Thomas  Nosvoorihy^ 

THIS  is  to  certify  you,  I  received  your  fetter^ 
dated  Antigua,  July  12,  I678,  by  the  hands  of  owr 
friend  John  Saddington.  I  am  glad  to  bear  of  your 
health  ;  also  to  let  you  know,  that  we  received  your 
kind  token  you  sent  to  my  wife,  the  barrel  of  pickled 
limes,  and  a  box  of  sugar ;  for  which  my  wife  and 
myself  do  return  you  many  thanks ;  but  a&  for  those 
commodities  which  you  sent,  and  whether  any  friends 
will  venture  any  thing  in  way  of  traffick  for  those 
commodities  that  country  or  island  doth  afibrd^  I 
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leave  it  to  Mr.  Saddingtod  to  give  you  an  account  of 
it ;  for  I  have  not  commerce  with  any  men  of  the 
world.  Also  I  am  glad  to  hear,  that  your  faith  is 
so  strong  in  the  true  God,  and  in  this  commission  of 
the  Spirit :  and  as  for  the  thing  you  request  of  me, 
to  satisfy  your  conscience  as  to  matter  of  fighting,  in 
case  you  are  forced  to  it,  I  confess  the  power  of 
liberty  in  this  case  lieth  only  in  me.  But  I  have  con- 
sidered, that  we  have  no  express  command  from  the 
Lord  to  lay  that  bond  upon  every  believer,  let  his 
case  be  ever  so  desperate  or  dangerous,  in  a  strange 
land,  where  no  hiding-place  is,  nor  none  to  suffer 
with  himself  to  utter  ruin,  the  enemies  being  not  of 
the  same  profession,  neither  in  the  temporal  affairs ; 
nor  of  the  same  profession  in  religion ;  neither  is  it 
in  those  strange  islands,  amongst  the  heathen,  as  it  is 
here  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  who  profess 
all  one  faith,  though  very  few  have  true  faith.  Besides, 
here  is  many  hiding-places  here,  and  safer  to  be  in 
prison  than  tg  go  to  war,  so  it  be  for  that  cause  only : 
but  in  those  islands  people  must  do  as  they  do,  else 
utter  ruin  will  befall.  Therefore,  as  the  old  proverb 
saith,  **  If  you  will  live  at  Rome,  you  must  do  as 
Rome  doth.** 

Upon  this  consideration  I  do  give  you  leave  to 
submit  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  that  island,  which 
are  for  the  defence^  and  preservation  of  the  temporal 
life,  and  the  estates  of  the  people,  against  the  heathen, 
and  any  other  enemies  that  seek  to  invade  that  island, 
and  you  shall  be  justified  in  your  conscience,  as  if 
you  had  never  borne  arms  at  alL  Let  these  lines 
satisfy  you  in  this  matter. 

I  was  intended  to  send  an  answer  to  you  long  before 
now,  but  could  never  hear  that  any  ship  went  to 
Antigua  before  now. 
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Mr.  Saddin^n  saw  Captain  Broad^  and  he  said^ 
that  be  setteth  out  for  Antigua  the  10th  day  of 
March  next. 

This  is  all  at  present,  hoping  these  lines  will  come 
safe  to  your  hands,  and  find  you  in  good  health,  as  I 
and  my  wife  are  at  present,  only  my  love,  with  my 
wife's  love  remembered  to  yourself,  with  my  love  to 
her  that  was  Mrs.  Heathcocke,  and  tell  her  that  Mrs. 
Griffith  is  yet  alive. 

I  rest  your  friend  in  the  true  faith, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

LottdoHf  March  3y  1678. 


The  Prophet  Lodewicke  Muggletoris  Blessmg  to  Akx* 
ander  Delamainey  junior^  bearing  date  November  18, 
1678. 

Loving  Friend  in  ifu  true  FaUhy  Alexander  Delamaine^  the  younger , 

I  HAVE  considered  the  tenderness  of  your  age, 
and  the  innocency  of  your  natwe,  and  more  espe- 
cially the  love  and  growth  of  your  faith  in  this  com- 
mission of  the  Spirit,  in  so  short  a  time,  even  in  the 
sixth  hour  of  the  day  ;  and  seeing  you  have  desired  a 
line  or  twp  of  my  own  hand- writing,  I  do, know  what 
your  request  is  for;  and  I,  having  this  opportunity, 
cannot  but  grant  your  desire.  Therefore,  in  obe- 
dience to  my  commission,  I  do  pronounce  you  blessed 
in  soul  and  body  to  eternity.    Only  I  shall,  say  unto 
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yoii,  as  Christ  cfid  when  on  earth,  to  some  that  hfe 
had  done  some  notable  miracle  upon ;  he  bade  them 
go  their  way,  and  tell  no  man^  what  good  they  had 
received  from  his  words ;  but  they  blazed  it  abroad  so 
much  the  more.  So  likewise  I  say  unto  you,  let  no 
man  see  this  writing  but  your  father  and  mother,  if 
you  can  possible,  lest  you  provoke  others  to  do  the 
same,  as  several  of  our  friends  have  done  the  same 
heretofore,  for  want  of  my  giving  them  a  caution 
to    the  contrary. 

ffrUtcn  btf  wr, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 


A  Copy  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Roe's  Blessings  written  by  the 
Prophet  Mr.  Lodowicke  Muggleton,  bearing  dat^ 
December  5,  I678.  ,       > 

Loving  Friend  in  the  true  Faith,  Elizabeth  Roe, 

YOU  have  made  choice  of  two  persons,  whom  I 
love  well,  to  intercede  for  you,  namely,  Anrt  Dfela- 
maine,  formerly  Ann  Hall,  and  my  wife,  to  prevail 
with  me  to  give  you  a  blessing  in  writing;  which 
thing  I  have  refused  to  do  unto  several,  and  to  your- 
self, because  I  gave  it  to  you  by  word  of  mouth. 

But  your  desires  are  so  extreme,  as  the  woman's 
was  to  the  unjust  judge,  though  he  neither  feared 
God  nor  honoured  man,  yet,  because  of  her  extreme 
suit  unto  him,  for  his  own  greatness-sake,  he  would 
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^o  her  justice  upon  ber^iemies;  or  as  Jacobs  that 
would  not  let  God  go  till  lie  blessed  him.  Here  God 
seemed  to  put  Jacob  off  without  it ;  but  through  his 
great  strength  of  faith  he  prevailed  with  God  to  bless 
him.  Besides,  we  see  by  the  Scriptures,  that  God, 
for  to  try  a  man  or  woman's  faith,  doth  condescend 
to  be  counted  by  the  reason  of  man,  to  be  an  unjust 
judge :  and  the  woman's  faith,  that  was  so  strong  to 
be  troublesome  and  wearisome  to  him,  as  justices  are 
with  a  brawling  woman's  tongue ;  for  that  parable  was 
spoken,  and  related  to  heavenly  things. 

I  write  not  these  lines  to  you,  as  thinking  you  un- 
worthy of  a  blessing ;  only  I  do  not  usually  give  it  in 
writing,  and  by  word  of  mouth  both ;  but  considering 
your  desires  are  so  important  and  ui^ent,  and  your 
advocates  aforesaid  so  well  beloved  of  the  Lord,  and 
of  me,  I  do  declare  you,  Elizabeth  Roe,  one  of  the 
blessed  of  the  Lord,  ooth  in  soul  and  body,  to  eter- 
nity#  And  this  bl^in^  shall  bear  you  up  in  the  re- 
«Di4^ection  into  eternal  life,  where  you  shall  see  our 
God,  our  King,  and  our  Redeemer,  £atce  to  face,  to 
eternity. 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  P^fdpheat  livkwkki 
Muggleton  to  his  Kinsman,  Mr.  Roger  Mfi^gleton, 
of  fFilbarston,   in    Northamptonshire^    bearing   date 

'    Decemher  14,  1678.  !    .  '    .  ^ 

'  •  limr aid l&o'Mg  €<msii^  RsfgiT  MUggUttn,    •        :        ;    .i  .    .» 

:.•■:;.    .  ;  '   ,  •     '     .     .     .    ;.  '  .-v  .    ■       ..  •  .     V  .  n .  .r 

.■■■'■■' '■  ;i  RECEIVED .ybor letter,  dated  Nov«mb«*e6> 
^67-4  aod  am  glad  to  hear  of  your  recovery  fof  the 
bi«hap  that  feefel  you,  tor  pot  your  ankle  out  of 
j<^iht.  Itid«e(t,I  had  great  hopes  tohaveseen  >you^at 
Cambridge.  I  weM  ai>out  the  fair  at  ^tupbridge  tfo 
biid'you  oat,  ami  so  did  isevetal  othevs>of  out  frievvdsi 
^is&na  of  quality,  from  Ldiidon,,  and  iout  of  ^ 
*3om\itff  know^ing  that  I  wouid 'be  th^e^  not  only«<b)r 
-nty  fliake,  birt  hc^in^  to  «e&  yoii)  because '  jrooi  af^'i 
Muggleiofi,  atidi  •  my  'v^eat'  kitktiaaxi  ;■  thet  tpve  you; 
Mi  oii^y  for  my  Sflkeybut  foryourown>8ake/be<;«Us^ 
t\\^  iiame  of  Muggietoii  is  precioio  iii  the  eyesiioft(H 
thie- saints,  but' despised  and  hated  of  the  World,  tuid 
ofr^robatedmea  and  women-.  God  hath  hotiduiie& 
t&e  tMnne  of  Mtr^letOM  above  aU  thfe  men  ih«tMt 
iirorM  «t  this  dayj  in  that  he  bath  pi-eserv^d  fd^litife 
tbese  man3r'y>etu«,  b'  be  hi^  lusi  chosein  pro{lli«t  arid 
iHtil^  of  the  Spirit,  that  God  trill  erer  «end  io  tht 
«iid  ^  Che  world  \  and  «be  next  ^g^  and  ^neratiiMtl 
tiftcr  I  'ttm  dead^  jshiiU  call  me  bles^edi  though^theif 
Ihi^era.  said,'  wheii  I  im«  ative^  Mug^etoti  iwaft  % 
blasphemer,  a  false  prophet,  a  liar,  ai]^  Aeeeiv^er,-^ 
meok  n«t'fit  to  livei^'bal  tbeir  children  sbaiicallime 
liles^ed^  aiid>  say,'lndi«ve  lirred  in  our  6iiher8dtkyi^\W 
wouMfiothave  revifed  nor  persecuted  tbi»Mugg1ei6nv 
acS'Ourlatlters  did/ that  hath  declared  ^ch  heavenly 
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mysteries  beyond  the  prophet  sand  apostles  that  went 
before  him,  or  any  that  shall  come  after  him,  to  the 
ijAa0f-thew«rW:v    .'•.  -.rA  \,  ■\>,  •,.-.  "M. 

. .   »  ■        .  t  r    .         s    .  ' '  •  ■  ■     .  ■  '.    ,  •  ,      . .  1 .' 

'       IftdrCwsin, 

I  am  glad  the  God  of  Heav^  b^tl^  pr^^f ^ed 
you,  of  our  father's  house,  to  keep*  up  tlie  name 
and  house  from  whence  J  $pni|ign  .  Quj;  fpr^f^hf rs 
were  all  plain  men,  yet  downright  honest  men ;  men 
jOf.Pio.  great  repute  in  the  .vwljmor  of:  ilJJ^Sfe  (report, 
as  leyer  I  could  hear. .  And  it;wa$  lJi>ti»ys  ,Gpd'»s  |W?iCr 
Uf^t.  in  all  ages,  to  ohusei  men  of  losr  d^r^.iaDd 
mi^  them  up  to  the  greatest  honour  a(i4>dignity» 
vAsfor  e]^mple»  what  was  the  first  ^ing.in,l6!raeU 
,Stui».b!ui  a  keeper  of  his  fother's  asses  ?  And  D^vid 
41^ 'keeper  of  sheep,  yet  made  a  kip^f  What  were  the 
prophets  of  old,  many  of  them,  but  herdsmep  ^.aoa 
ihi^;. apostles,  but  fishermen  ?  Ver^  mean ,  ei»ploj(r 
;iMeQts  i  jet  God  hath  honoured  them  ,with  gre^iw^ 
4EiQur»  that  hath  made  poor  men  kings.. pcophetei  90^ 
Rpostles.  .  And  why.snovild  it  s6em, fitrange  .to>  tUe 
iworl^,  that  God  should  cbu*  two.tay,lo(rs,njw»elyi 
Job  n .  Eeete :  .tod  Lodowicke  iMugg^tOn; .  to  :l]!e  1  his 
-trtTo  illist  tr¥e  prophets,  atfcd  ]ii'i|n0sfl«sl0f  Ibe  &^it, . jb 
*his-^ft*t,agQ of 4lje;  »rorld  ?  A  laylor  ist  raftre  jbtooiQui?^ 
ftbie.witl)  kiogst  dnd  priiides,  :ai»d  .i»Qblfnj|m!ipi<tbi> 
^t^ld, .  thah: Wd$i»eii.v dtid  ftih«rmftt  ftife'tjt*  a^jpjtor 
pb^tioc  apoUle  batb  hi^no^  tioithi$  t¥08)d>i!Ybitj^J»« 
<»«Mtvie ;  for  the  hohour.tthfe;  iv4)iidd^p60;vpQP  ^^Or 
pli^  isiaftet-heMdead;  a»4  st>  il^itvill.bbibjgiMbU 
B.^vjQ^\^ta^§e^f,:.  ;.  ,•  :■  ..<{  '  'u:  a  ,1  .lutiilq-xKi 
>.  JhrxilKiiitheseJijIa^  toMrengibbe^aitd)f:c9Afiwh  )io«i% 
iivtMltbe  (srQdofHeaveniJbaLhlobbseHx  <>fm>  ^o^yobf 
fdl^r'a  bofise,!  tind  hatb>iiew«aled!iint-»/Ji)iin  bft^iAnd 
sal»^At4on,  asyob  will^bd  in>lihoae-  vt^ivitiogis  yt^M  iba»ve>^ 
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arid  1  wish  yod  may  peruse  them  as  much  as  yod 
can  ;  they  will  euhghten  your  understanding  in 
things  of  eternity. 

.1  have^te^t  eii^o.iwagement  ta  heliev\p  jrou  are.onf;^ 
of  the,  blessed .  seed  of  faith,,  and  :my^  cousin  Anne, 
though  you  have  befen  kept  in  darkness,  and  unac- 
qistainted  with  me,  till  irithlft  tlveso  few  years  ;  so  that 
1  perceive  you  do  not  love  me  only  because  I  am 
your  kinsman,  but  because  the  light  of  faith  which 
is  the  day*^tar,  is .  risen  in  your  heart;  though  but 
dimly,  yet  in  truth,  which  will  bear  you  up  into  ever- 
lastii^  life*  * wiaich^none  oi.mj  relations .  evet  did  re- 
ceivQ  be&ytQp  but!  my  two  ^  daiighiers^  this^  turentj^^ 
aeK^eoijTcars  almost,,  sitice- 1  ;Was  chosen  jof  God.^  K 

fd  simll  not  !tiKmble]^t)a  further  at  this  time^  onlyr 
ta  letyoil  know; that  my  daughtei*  Whitfield  is  w^ijf,' 
asi^imyisob  .White  is  well;  and  myself  is  very  well  in! 
kealtiiat  f>ii^ent;  outy  I*  am.  so  racked  aiid'taxed,^ 
upon^thttf  small: visible  estate  in  houses,  and  tenants- 
so'foadto  iMay.rielit  m  these  trtmblescfiie  times^  tfae^ 
o^ipnessibii  i8>  so  .great  that  I  am  forced  to  leave  my^ 
bo<isle,aiUl  let  it  stand' empty.  ^ 

'  Thereforeij  dear  cousin,  if  you  do  come  to  Londoor 
at  the  spring,  which  I  hope  you  will,  for  I  would  be. 
gladitb  see  you;  or  send  any:  lettei:  in  the  mean  time 
to.  me,  diretb  your  letter,  or  your  person,  to  Mr  J 
Alexander  Delahaain,*  upon  Bread-street-bill,  a  to-t 
baoconisit,  at  the  sign  of  the  Three  Tobacco-pipes, 
and  it  will  toooie  siafe  to  my  hands. 

.  This,  .with  my.  love,  and  my  wife's  loVe,  presented 
unto  you  ajnd  yxHirwife,  and  to  my  cousin  Anne;  I 
take  leave;  and  rest 

/    .     ;  .    Your  loving  Cousin, 

LODQWICKE  MUGGJJETON. 
302 
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A  Vopy  6f  4k  Letter ,  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowkkt 
'  Mu^gleton   to  Mr.    Thomas^    Tompkimon^    bearit^^ 
datf  July  29, 1679,  directed  (9  Shde-hom^^  in  Sif%fp 
i  Jhrdihire. 

JUvhg  JMdtiin  tike  true  Falfh^  JTMHrnTompkluMmi^ 

^'.    /)•■..  ■  '  .  >  •    » 

:  I  R£C£IV£Dyt>iir  letter,  dated  July  IS,  l679y 
wherein  I  aitt  dad  to  hear  of  your  healthy  and  moro 
giad  ta  liear  oAhejoy  and  fcomfort  yoa  do  nei^iire  m 
ydur  spui»  by  yonr  fstith  in  this  ooamitoion  of  the 
Spirit :  ifor  indeied  there  is  no  true  peace  of  miad  td 
be  found  in  any  maa  or  wonaa's  stoul  here  iij^ott 
^iurth».  hut  in  the  idoctrine,  deelaration,  and  eoahmis*^ 
sion  of  the  Spirit,  which  God  gave  unto  John  Reeve 
aad  myself  And  as  it  hath  pleased  God^  fep  prtteire 
me:  to  be  the  longest  lifrer,  I  hate  not  been  idle  ia  ^l|e 
work  of  the  Lord^  since  the  burthen  of  the  iM^d 
wa4  laid  upon  nie>  Which  is  abore  twenty^  years  since 
Johb  Hcevie  diedl  - 

'  I  liave  wohdered  in  myself  ofilate,  hew  I  Hwe, 
beton  enabled  to  go  through  thoie  many  troubles' and 
persecutions  from  devils,  and  to  write  so  moch:^  1 
ba?e>  both  in  books  and  letters.  It  is  alitaost  4in^ 
speakable,  were  they  calculated  all  thajt  I  have  wHtw 
ten:  besides  the  many  and  various  disputes^  in  an- 
gering, the. questions^  both,  in  saints  and  devils^  bMb 
in  prison  and  out  of  prison.  But  the  God  4>f  my 
salvation  never  let  that  well  that  was  digged  in  my 
soul,  before  I  had  a  commisision  iro\n  him,  to  stand 
dry  ;  but  the  well  of  living  water  did.oontintialJy 
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«prii^g'u[)  In  diy  Afelil/With'Hetir'reveiatibns,  m  oi)en' 
itoglhfe8cti|rttt»e*;  ttiid  tt)  fttift trier  to  every  pe^so*i'«< 
c(a«fi«ii6n  attd  objection  t^at  GOokl  arite  out  of  th€ 
kealt  of  niari.  All  qiKbttofts  <A  ^iritual  ttiAtters  M^itf 
easy  to  me  ;  the  revelatton  of  (aitb  in  iwe  never  stu- 
died ^hat  a^sWer  to  give ;  fat  as  Chrit^  6aith,  He 
that  believeth  in  me,  out  of  kis  belly  shall ^^tw  tt'oert  of 
IMh^  ttdtif.  Now;  thse  faith  in  the  soul  doth  dig  a 
ireli  in  a  man's  betty^:  Why  ?  BeoauM  the  h(eait  of 
tnan  <dothi  fie  in  the  upoer  part  of  a  man's  belty ;  so 
^t'  out  of  the  heart  of  man,  which  lieth  in  the  bciily; 
(loth  flow  rivers  of  frving  water,  or  rivers-  of  water  of 
death  t  for  there  is  a  well  of  water-  in  •everr  man,  and 
thifr'Well  is<fth(rays  fringing  up:  if  flh«w«ll  that  faith 
hath  d^ged^  th^  6priMg^  «fp  reHrelationis,  lieavenly 
w j^dbb,  "peace!  bf  conscf^nc^^  joy  it»  the  Holy  (lihiost, 
<h6bs9urftiVce<ofiev^]aMiiig  lilb,  and  neter  to  >liidy 
for  t6  9iV{^'d  go6d  lif^,  or  to.  ^n  ibore  ftith  and 

Lii^>  irelldoi^^prihg  living 

il :  it  t^eth  aw>av  the  die^ 

r  moi^  fai^/than  it  hath  ( 

8  always  ri^ng  in'  the  heart, 

«  growth  of  &i«ii/wUh'iievr 

iikperiehteiin  lihoiie 'ihlngsi 

itis  ataan*so«rn  fitiiith  ih»i 

Gol!  gavt  faith  in  the  oiii 

(dVitaefii9fthg(^ra  diggied  ^U 

well  In'  eVeiy  trtie'tdtefvfer/ in  thatTaitb  cotaes  by 

hearing  thi^  #6¥d^'or  ^Gbd  bf€a*^h^, 'OMd  hoiecarihd 

preach  except  he  be  sent?  So  that  he  that  preacheththti 

4ruth^i<gg^h*Ji  We}lin1)i»<hk^l  OiAt  befi^th  his>Ve- 

pdrt.     TW  beHeiing  is^  faith ;  and  this /«»/*  ebtnei4^ 

hariHg  ihe  itt^rvir^  G^  pfeae^H.    \And  tfiisifaitfh 

Mjich  c&me  b/>h*ft«iig  the  word  «ffGOdpreathfed,  ii 
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that  seed  xU»i  w&«/8Qw*»  ip^^wJ.gnwu^i  ftt  IJMit  §^i^ 
yrtucla  dii^^ed  a. well  miimn,s>he^ft,;wl¥p]ft:iv  itiatha^ 
wAteT  of  Ufo  Cbtist  <»pQaketh  qi\  ^\nfM  yfhtievef  fa^t^ 
this  well  of  urafcer  iii.biifiisl^l  a^v^r  fhir^t  move  afteir 
bi9iivenly  peace,  or  «i$$Mran^olet«rMrlire.  :  , 

/These, things  many  oauv  expi^rioups  ^ithU  day,bfb  ' 
sidei^>myself^  .        •         ,    v  .    . 

.;  ^hqtbb  fteed  of,  resaeon,  tlkat,  Xhfi  >iBprpbate  an|!d 
gave. in; the  orjginaL  :h^tU,'a ;iv^l  pf,vrat<ir  io  .the» 
also;  m)4  thia  w^^fA  dig^ejd in  th4:9q^l9.o^nl€tl.aI^ 
\irqmqh>  by  falw ;  preafcliejrfe.  tiaat.  rWfjnt!  j>Qfore  .  tl^fijjr 
wer^.seojt ; ,  aod  Qut  of  this,  well  ;^tb  m^  water  oi' 
deatb>  instead  of;  wai^r-Qf.  lifev  .;  J^om.  ilua  wdl  of 
ytf^txar  in  mea  aod.  wopip9s'§puU,.€ir  h^aji^  ^Qth^aiia^ 
unbelief;  a. tropbled^tv^  a  Mrourided:Con$€ieDce,:tb^ 
fear  of  eternal  daqApation,  despair  of  hope  of  God's 
mecpy.,  .  This  is  .tbat.  river,  or; ixr^U  ;pf  ^a^^  thai 
^oweth  Qut.of  l(he  belly  .  of  the  ^efd  of  ifa«pn  ia  fc* 
priobj^te  q^p  apd  wpn^o*  .  Frou  thesf  two  veUft.  pf 
water  in  a^w  doth  spntnjg  watff  iCMfiffeieieniai)  8^4 
water,  qf  d^thcterpal  ^  and  ^pfii:iM^<Qt|»fpr.  Wiellfi  Tnhat* 
sojev^.  1 ,3«t  ))le^^,  a^id  happy  v^yQu,.. and  all 
thppeithat  bavei  and  do  dcinln  qf  that  liyingr^ati^r 
that  flaweth  oat.  of  his  i>wn  beUyi^.jhy.liiitlieving*  QW 
having  faith  ,pf,.  this  comniiseiosi  of  t^e  Spirit,  in  th^ 
Ijkfit  agfv  .  AtMl,  mii^rahle,  sand. cursed,,., wiU-.l^hotK!  bp 
th<^  >with,'and.  doth,,drink  ,^^,»faW,pf  .4pat^»:^bat 
flowethout,of  his  qwn  ^ly^  by  ui)h^|i^|  ,^d(:pqrsie« 
c^utiog  of  the  commission  ^of  jthC)  Sp^fi^  ii^;  ;thjs.  last 
agf..:    '  .:..'.•:...  ,-. .-.a  •  .  . 

.  .  These  lines  may  give  ypu  ppinieljigj^tiihto;  thi^gf 
that  have  not .  been  treated .  upon  ■,  b^i;etpfpre.  And 
that.  I  can  trqiy  say,, as,  the  apostles  Paul  to  those,  that 
believed  iq  himj;  that  .1  jhaYR  4f  ciarfld^un^p,  yoa .  il^ 
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iAitif>oti(<iheihQii«le-t(3tp  of  mea'«  undefstfinding.  • 

.,!  Xflhall)tic^<<ti)|>ublie;ypii  further  ;b4i,t,tal^e., leaves, 

aiidre$t,i./j,  I -i.ri.,  !•,.■:  :   •..?-,:•  ,  .v..- •..',,  ■■•   v*  .' 

V  i  ■;  >i'  /!  ;)/;,iiYoiirFri.endimibeitfUQ.F^ith',  /  .'    .^^ 

v;;  i  *..l;  :  -■;  L.  -  Ai    •  :  V    .,  '.1  v.;.-; . .     ,  .•.:.-,. ;,( 

i,^¥ly^ymp'.   :    :•...'    .,;    ,,   i-.i.    ,•,  •      '  „  '.,-   .   -    >.,t; 


!•  I 


«'t  >■  '•.)!■!     '      ..      I  .'   •'    i!  =  /    .!!;   .    .1    JM    .      ,       ■    ■•      •  ,',..■    ■'[ 

il'      _■     !        •       '  '•>.  •  ,  *!  ■         :'        '"•!-."''■  ■      ■  '.     'f 

i4.  Copy  of  a  l^tt^r  .wrii(€ff  If/  the.  Ptxtphet.  Zodomck^ 
I  . '  MpggletoTk  io.  Mr*  JTmrMft,  Tomplcmsorh  keaofing .  dedig 

'-  ftotn  LdhdoAi'jufymi  iGeo.>  ■■'■■■- 

•i  !..■  :■■  ,  :     !•   ,   ■  .1  :   ■•  •  -.-j-;:;.;  ■■:<;•.      ...       ;,,.:' 
•■"    •■       ;.:.'.■■!.-•    •■.••.;.■!(■.:    ■!  i.c   -;  ,i    .-..[.  (      ■  .'    ■; 

trouble,  »Ad;  ^tmrsi\1»'f  ^Yske  w,ift.  ;Jj?j^si|n<3!t..tett 
■|»te:to!gure  ad«eejii>  ihat  vbif;I^tl  l*?^jsw*  itM«  At^ 
•9M»«n4'aMboa«SB&  i.  .Yott^ayritifaQ*^  is.q^^l^gi  m^^ 
dirtrcasinpoiK  Ateoij  ils.fAtb9r  a  s^ue».(ratipafp^.ih« 
thirdHpartiOif^ttieit  «^Mi$  '«(&  kMKi*  )i}ei;ng  {>fpc.4^(le4 
agaii«t'aS)j[)eitoni%Meii4UigrAl«^tt»kein.  i%yf'\\\\i90v^ 
piapisU,  lui$lthd-enpM^Al)>l^^dE6t.>c^Q  fr0#  tbet^Hcinif 

pounds,  as  a  debt  due. *ftiUieikiijg»fpf^is,4iM'ji§<;)ipft» 
(ie£ullt-i9f 'wbiehiAvKi'O^^tii^  (thfffiflf!^)^^?^;  faq^;4nd 
4iatiiauiol 4 ,tett  ^>te)(B^d  bis^gK^od^j/iaiJ^/P^i^  dJ»s 

•dondjriio)-)!;  hb  rhu<:  nrcj"  )i  jo't   ■••.•• -u  v.is  :..;!-    jn 

.?  .>Tbift  b)iih««ii4it)ie73iub$kiici^><>£-fcb^i$9^t^...  -  Kipw> 
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<MhM^  jotnr  'br<M'her  Bflreii$i>itiadii<b^ttme<i:aM« 
^'fjist,  oi'  been  donftckentte  wifchpalnstk.aod  luedas 
an  offeoder,  T  kno\t  not  ;  or  irhenieriheihbth-|ieeii 
^CK^  B^  a  rionconformbt,  or  f($r  lidt^dingitd'cHaiich. 
It  they  take  away  the  third-part  of  his  land^  for  'not 
going  to  church,  and  that  is  the  only  fault  he  hath  com- 
mitted, he  bartg  a  Prote«tMt,-  li^  may  have  relief  by 
the  law  hereafter,  but  not  at  present ;  for  it  is  the 
^e^<^ury  that'giveth  away  lilrfhb  privileges  of  the 
people,  especially  if  they  be  Dissenters ;  the  jury 
doth  so  in  other  counties,  as  well  as  jrdur'^) ;  tbid 
they  do  strive  what  they  can  to  do  so  to  all  those 
called  fanatics,^  if  they  could  ;_onj^  this  city  of 
London  is  a  curb  whrcn'causetB  severaT  counties  to 
fprbear ;  but  if  he  be  ft  Papist,  or  not  paying  of 
ty thes,  it  will  be  &  valn'thing  fbr  any  pinion  tft  sOaiA 
•lig^mtk,  Wa^ise  Off  ^leen  EUzsfbefii^tavs;.  and 
several  proclamations  hiu^^epnjpwtpu*  }ftli$f)f  flg^st 
them  ;  therefore  to  no  purpose  foir  papists  to  stand  it 
out.  And  if  your  fauH<te  .nothing'  i&l;te  JHit/brAnot 
going  to  churchy  it  is  dangerous  for  any  sheriff  to  take 
W#ay  «he'tti}rck|^fMt<)f*in»i'0loi|dI:  tidibdW^ttall  any 

'Kty  wMde  SI1611M  Wto^oUv'isiitJtroEi  t»<Bifi«tiHk«r 
*aiM  in  KeMt>lat^^«ii^h^  w«B>s6ed  atsevctralqinrteiE^ 
%^idti9,  ftif  tht  g<H<ig:  to  ebureh  ;  atnd  the  j  inui  t  ivas 
ifr«6d,  ariil  Mured  fei^  the  jiidgioof  tlleicnArt  paivtici 
^'gtii\ty;k>fbai^^tt«llt!j^',yk^  Bit 
^^cmeftiitkm'ieeifSi  tbe  mfld^jiqfy  imiuj^  binq  ii^ 
gUitlyj  'Arid  Qi^red  tlMt l&>lfl&d>8beiild<  be  tncaaoied^ 
tUid'tb^tMrd-bart  fbr  thfe kifv^.  ''■'<'  ■'-  •:  .;  '  mr 
'  NdWilild^WhimiiOletAetA^dasdyetiis  inMiy 
ttMd  ^' iirftt^  dares  b«^i«.  Nobodi^  )taxeskmyihladi 
or  give  any  money  for  it  upon  such  an  account;- fae 
iMttst  be^keei^ifig  Wicked  tliaur  wouiddosildi  atfi&ng. 
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But  liow  this  matter  is  ended  I  cannot  tell.  My  adr 
vice  to  you  is  the  same,  if  your  land  be  your  own,  and 
not  farmed  ;  if  farmed,  they  cannot;  meddle  with  it ; 
and  if  it  be  your  own,  let  them  sequester,  and  sell 
the  third-part  of  it,  if  they  can  ;  for  they  must  not 
meddle  with  none  of  the  crop  nor  stock  upon  the 
land  ;  they  are  to  have  nothing  but  the  bare  land  : 
and  who  will  buy  it  of  the  king,  or  for  the  king  ? 
Perhaps  some  will  beg  it  of  the  King,  and  sell  it  for 
a  small  matter  to  the  person  himself. 

But  I  perceive  by  your  letter,  that  the  sheriffs 
men  have  distrained  his  goods  instead  of  his  land ; 
and  that  your  brother  hath  paid  eight  pounds  in  mo- 
ney ;  so  that  the  sheriff's  men,  and  the  sheriff  himself, 
is  satisfied.  In  that  you  have  paid  to  the  sheriff  the 
eight  pounds,  you  have  satisfied  the  king's  debt,  and 
satisfied  for  your  fault,  whatsoever  it  was:  so  that 
your  goods  and  your  land  are  both  redeemed,  and 
your  rault  forgiven  for  the  present',  till  the  next  fault 
is  committed  ;  then  perhaps  half  your  land  may  be- 
come indebted  to  the  king,  anc'  '  i  king 
hath  it  all.  If  it  proves  so,  let  1  >r  you 
cannot  help  yourself;  so  that  yc  have 
sent  to  me  for  any  advice  in  this  5  you 
have  paid  the  sheriff  the  eight  [  :  the 
eight  pounds  is  the  sheriff's;  h  11  the 
Jcirig^s  debts  that  is  due,  of  that  nature  ;  so  that  the 
sheriff  hath  got  the  third-part  of  your  land ;  so  he 
hath  left  you  worth  twenty-four  more  in  land.  He 
might,  if  he  would  have  any  merev  for  you,  have  ta- 
ken half  the  money  ;  but  the  otf 
Yrtuf  land  will  serve  the  next  sh 
ftath  got  his  share.  You  must  bea 
beiAg'  for  conscience-sake  you  suffe 
Ittnd,  your  peace  will  be  greater, 

3P 


Digitized  by 


Google 


482 

confidence  to  the  end.  Your  mind  will  be  made  free 
to  part  with  all  your  land  for  conscience  sake.  You 
will  receive  an  hundred-fold  of  peace  and  content  in 
this  life ;  and  you  will  heap  coals  of  fire  upon  the 
heads  of  your  enemies ;  for  the  sentence  upon  you 
was  only  out  of  envy  and  malice. 
This  is  all  at  present,  but  rest 

Your  friend, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

London^  JmtU J  1680. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

After  the  writing  of  this,  I  understand,  that  your 
brother  Burton  ana  sister  did  suffer  upon  the  account 
of  being  Papists,  because  they  durst  not  confess  they 
owned  Muggleton ;  because  the  name  of  Muggleton 
at  that  time  was  very  odious  in  this  nation,  and  the 
Papists  at  that  time  was  very  much  flavoured  by  the 
nation  in  general,  and  by  the  powers  of  the  nation 
were  assisted  ;  but  Muggleton  was  altogether  despised, 
and  trod  under  foot ;  so  that  you  chose  rather  in  the 
time  of  persecution,  to  shelter  yourself  under  the 
Papists,  to  save  your  estate,  than  to  own  the  name  of 
Muggleton. 

Was  it  the  faith  you  had  in  Mu^leton's  doctrine, 
that  caused  you  to  refrain  from  going  to  the  church 
of  England  to  worship  ?  Or  was  it  the  Papist  prin^ 
ciple  that  caused  you  to  refrain,  or  their  lib^^  ? 
You  seemed  to  own  me  before  the  believers  of  ttiis 
commission ;  but  before  your  enemies  you  durst  not 
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confess  me  before  them ;  so  that  you  disabled  your- 
selves to  give  a  reason  of  the  faith  and  hope  that  was 
in  you,  to  any  enemy  that  should  ask  you#  You 
have  fulfilled  the  words  of  Christ,  that  saith.  He  that 
denieth  me  before  men,  that  is,  before  enemies ;  for  no 
man  denies  Christ  before  the  believers  of  Christ; 
therefore,  whoever  denies  Christ  before  his  enemies 
must  be  denied  of  him  before  God.  The  case  is  the 
same  now;  whoever  denieth  the  conamission  of  the 
Spirit  before  men,  even  their  enemies,  denfeth  God*S 
messengers,  therefore  ought  to  be  denied  by  him; 
but  whoever  confesseth  Christ,  or  his  messengers, 
before  men,  they  will  confess  him  before  the  God  of 
Heaven :  and  whoever  doth  lose  house  or  land  for 
truth's  sake,  shall  receive  as  much  peace  and  content 
of  mind  in  this  life,  as  will  weigh  in  the  balance  equal 
with  house  and  land,  besides  life  everlasting  in  the 
world  to  come.  But  I  perceive  you  have  lost  the 
third  part  of  your  land  for  a  lie,  for  being  a  Papist, 
which  I  do  think  you  never  did  own  in  your  heart ; 
but  your  silence  in  not  denying  it,  nor  confessing 
your  faith  to  the  contrary,  you  have  received  judg- 
ment and  sentence  in  not  going  to  church,  as  an  ab- 
solute Papist,  and  not  as  a  Muggletonian.  Now 
Qiany  of  the  judges  of  the  land,  and  many  of  the 
clergy,  and  bishops  of  the  land,  and  all  the  courts  of 
England,  both  of  London  and  elsewhere,  and  gaol- 
keepers,  and  all  sorts  of  people,  do  know  that  Mug- 
gleton  himself  is  no  Papist;  witness  those  many  hun- 
dred books  they  took  from  me,  and  the  universities 
are  furnished  with:  and  my  standing  upon  the  pillory 
hath  witnessed  to  the  whole  nation  that  Muggleton 
is  no  Papist ;  and  most  of  the  believers  of  England 
and  Ireland  are  known  by  the  name  of  Muggleton,  to 
be  no  Papists;  neither  was  ever  any  person  that  hath 
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suffered  for  not  going  to  church }  as  I  have  known 
several  that  were  Muggletonians;  and  the  judges  did 
know  that  they  were  Muggleton's  people ;  but  none 
suffered  as  a  Papist :  but  now  you  nave  given  an 
example. 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 


'Lodoxfficke  Muggleton' 3  Letter  to  Robert  Pcirce,  eon- 
ceming  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Ixyoifig  Friendy  Robert  Pcirccy 

I  RECEIVED  a  lettei 
1680»  wherein  I  perceived  y 
me^  and  that  you  being  not 
ther  was,  and  through  the  ig 
ness  of  your  brother,  the 
again,  for  want  of  one  penr 
post  hath ;  it  was  very  wea 
not  abate  any  thing  of  what 
that  the  letter  is  absolutely  U 
post-house  m  Taunton,  and 
ago,  directed  to  Robert  Pe 
Taunton  ;  it  was  a  large  let 
me,  it  was  from  a  friend  of 
ander  Delaraaine,  from  the  ' 
Bread-street  Hill,  tobaccon 
to  you. 

The  other  thing  of  concernment  in  your  letter  i$y 
you  desire  me  to  shew  you  the  meaning  of  two  places 
in  Scripture,  which  I  perceive  you  would  desiro  to 
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icDOWi,  in  -what  sense  you  may  believe  and  patisfy 
your  mind,  whether  the  Holy  Ghost  did  descend 
upon  Christ,  when  he  was  baptized  of  Johp,  an  a 
bodily  shape  really  ?  or  whether  it  is  to  be  underr 
stood  in  some  other  sense  ?  To  which  I  answer  and 
say, 

That  the  Holy  Ghost  that  descended  in  a  bodily 
shape  on  Christ  Uke  a  dove,  it  was  really  so ;  for 
when  all  the  people  were  baptized  of  John,  Christ 
being  the  last  that  was  baptized  of  John  at  that  time; 
and  after  Jesus  was  baptized  he  prayed,  and  the  Hea^ 
vens  were  opened^  and  the  Holy  GIu)st  descended  in  a 
bodily  shape,  Hke  a  dove^  and  it  lighted  up<mhim. 

Now  to  give  you  to  understand  that  none  saw  this 
jB[oly  Ghost  descend  upon  Christ  in  a  bodily  shape 
like  a  dove,  but  Christ  himself  and  John  the  Baptist; 
neither  did  any  person  see  the  Heavens  open,  nor 
heard  the  voice  from  Heaven,  which  3)Eiid,  Thm  art 
mjf  beioved  son^  in  thee.  I  am  well  pleased.  I  say  no 
person  did  see  the  Heavens  open,  nor  hear  the  voice, 
but  Christ,  and  John  the  Baptist. 
.  Now  it  may  be  rejected,  whether  that  voice  was 
from  that  bodily  shape  like  a  dove,  that  waa  upon 
Christ,  or  from  some  other  person  in  Heaven. 

To  whic^  I  Answer,  the  voice  from  Heaven  was  not 
from  that  which  appeared  in  a  bodily  shape  like  a 
dove,  the  voice  was  from  Elias,  that  was  in  Heaven, 
and  it  was  he  which  said.  Thou  art  mg/  tfelHiehved 
son^  in  thee  I  am  well  pleased^  Luke  iii.  per.  %%.  This 
was  the  same  £lias  that  sfiake  here,  that  ^pake  tha 
aame  words  in  Matthew  xvii.  %er.  3*  An^  h^ld  there 
oMeared  unto  them  Moses  ^nd  EUas  talking  with  Christ^ 
And  in  the  dth  verse.  While  he  was  yet  speaking,  a 
itright  filoud  overshadowed  them,  (that  is)  Peter,  James^ 
and  John;  and  behold  a  voice  out  ^the  dlpud^  vfhkh  smd. 
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Uiis  is  my  helmed  son,  in  whom  I  am  weH  pleased,  hear 
ye  him.  Here  it  is  clear,  that  Elias  acted  his  part  in 
Heaven  as  God  the  Father  of  Christ,  while  Christ 
that  was  God  became  flesh,  or  God  manifest  in  the 
flesh :  while  he  went  that  long  and  sore  journey  here 
upon  earth,  it  was  of  great  necessity  that  he  should 
put  a  faithful  governor  in  Heaven  to  represent  the 
person  of  the  Father,  and  he  invested  him  with  all 
power  in  Heaven  above  while  he  passed  through 
death,  and  quickened  into  life  again,  and  ascended 
up  into  the  same  glory  which  he  had  before  the  world 
was. 

Here  you  that  have  faith  may  see  the  bright  cloud 
that  brought  Moses  and  Elias  ^om  Heaven,  and  that 
the  presence  of  them  talking  with  Christ  caused  his 
face  to  shine  as  the  sun,  and  his  raiment  was  as  white 
as  the  light ;  and  this  bright  cloud  carried  Moses 
and  Elias  to  Heaven  again,  which  cloud,  as  it  ascended 
up  to  Heaven,  it  overshadowed  Peter,  James  and 
John,  and  Christ  himself;  and  out  of  this  cloud  as  it 
did  ascend  Elias  spake  throiiah  the  cloud ;  so  that 
James,  Peter  and  John,  and  (Thrist  himself,  heard  the 
voice  out  of  the  cloud,  which  said,  This  is  my  beloved 
son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased,  hear  ye  him.  This 
voice  confirmed  Peter,  James  and  John  in  their  faith, 
that  Christ  was  indeed  the  Son  of  God ;  but  Christ 
charged  them  to  tell  no  man  the  vision  until  he  was 
risen  from  the  dead ;  neither  did  they  tell  it  to  any 
man,  until  afterwards  they  told  it  to  Matthew,  Mark, 
Luke,  and  others,  for  none  of  the  Evangelists  nor 
Epistles  were  written  until  after  Christ  was  risen  and 
ascended :  so  that  none  saw  this  bright  cloud,  nor 
beard  Moses  and  Elias'  voice  but  these  three,  Peter, 
James  and  John,  and  Christ  himself;  and  no  man 
*<^«r  the  Holy  Ghost  descend  in  a  bodily  shape  like  a 
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dove  unto  Christ,  but  John  the  Baptist,  and  Christ 
himself;  yet  Matthew  and  Luke,  that  never  saw  any 
such  thing,  they  must  write  and  publish  it  by  revela- 
tion, which  is  as  it  were  at  the  second  hand,  yet  ought 
to  be  believed^  as  if  God  himself  had  spoken  to  every 
man  in  particular. 

And  why  the  Holy  Ghost  did  appear  in  a  bodily 
shape  like  a  dove  ?  It  was  only  to  signify  the  inno- 
qency  of  his  person,  and  innocency  of  his  practice, 
and  inpocent  actions,  that  there  should  be  no  guile 
found  in  his  mouth ;  and  to  confirm  John  in  his  mes- 
sage, whose  shpe-latchets  he  was  not  worthy  to  unloose^ 
And  this  is  to  be  minded,  that  £l]as  being  immor- 
talized of  God,  before  God  became  flesh  several  hun- 
dred years ;  but  when  time  appointed  was  come  for 
God  to  fulfil  the  promise  made  to  Adam,  and  was  ex- 
pected by  Enoch,  Abraham,,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and 
the  prophets,  that  the  seed  of  the  woman  should  breotk 
the  s€rpen£^  head ;  which  should  be  done  no  other 
way,  but  in  that  God  became  flesh ;  so  that  Christ  is 
yery  God  became  flesh,  as  the  Scripture  saith. 
.  Now  upon  this  wonderful  mystery,  before  God  did 
]|p:^come  flesh,  he  did  ordain,  appoint  and  invest  EJias 
with  power  and  glory,  and  majesty^  to  sit  in  the  throne 
of  God  as  God,  on  the  same  throne  of  glory  as  he 
himself  was  in  before  he  became  flesh ;  so  that  £liaa 
did  govern  the  Heavens  above,  and  watch  over 
Christ's  person  a9  God  the  Father,  all  that  time  that 
God  was  become  flesh,. until  he  ascended  into  the 
same  glory  which  he  had  before  the  world  was. 

And  when  the  Holy  Ghost  doth  descend  upon  a 
person  or  pen^ns<^  fts  it  did  upon  Christ  in  a  bodily 
shape  likie  a  dove,  it  was  to  endue  him  with  an  ex- 
traordinary pNOwera^Qveti^U.ot  mep^th^t  Jiave  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  i?  ^  hs^i^y  )9h»p<^  like  a  dove* 
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It  did  impower,  or  give  power  to  Christ  after  lie  vmi 
baptized  of  John,  to  increase  in  wisdom,  knowledge, 
patience  and  meekness,  above  all,  and  did  impower 
him  to  work  miracles,  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  blind, 
the  lame  to  walk,  and  dumb  to  speak,  and  the  dead 
to  be  raised,  which  no  man  else  could  do:  this  power 
Was  given  to  Cliriist  When  he  was  baptized  of  the  Holy 
Gho&t,  that  descended  upon  him  in  a  bodily  shape 
like  a  dove ;  and  Elias  being  in  the  glory  of  the  ra- 
ther, sent  his  appearance  like  a  dove  upon  Christ,  he 
being  then  in  the  condition  of  a  creature,  though . 
without  sin  :  for  thii  is  to  be  minded,  that  Christ 
never  did  any  miracle  till  dfter  the  descending  of  the 
H^j  iGrhost  upon  him,  then  it  was  he  received  bis 
commission  ftom  Heavett,  to  teach  and  preach,  and 
work  miracles,  signa  and  Wonders ;  so  that  where  thef 
tloiy  Ghost  doth  appear  in  any  visible  form,  one  01? 
more,  it  is  because  some  great  and  mighty  work  is  to 
be  d^e  by  that  person  or  persons  to  whom  this  visi- 
ble appearance  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  presented,  as 
you  may  eiee.  Acts  ii.  ver.  3.  When  the  apostles 
were  met  together,  and  were  tti  receive  their  com  mis- 
sicyti  to  preach  from  Heaven,  as  Christ  had  told  them 
before  he  was  ascended^  that  he  Wo^ld  endue  theni 
with  power  from  on  high ;  and  now  he  is  ascended 
itrti^  the  glory  of  the  Father  again,  he  sendeth  the 
Holy  Ghost  in  the  visible  shape  of  clown  tongues^  Hke 
unto  fire;  and  this  Holy  Ghost  sat  ap6n  eadi  df  the 
twielve^apOstlM,  as  in  the  third  verse.  And  there  ap^ 
peared  wan  them  clown  tonguii  like  ut^ofire,  and  it  saf 
fip^  eAch  of  them :  and  the  fourth  verse.  And  ihey 
i90\l^jSllid^it%  the  Holjf  Ghoit,  and  began  ta  speak  witk 
other  t4n^Ms^  as  the  spirit  gave  them  utterance. 

HeifiSiydu  iiiay  sde,  that  whed  Christ  iKas  ascendctf 
iftto  ifibe  gloiy  of  the  Faither  again,  the  sam*  ^oryi 
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which  he  had  left  with  Eljas  while  he  became  flesh 
and  in  the  condition  of  a  creature.  I  say,  when  he 
ascended  into  that  glory  again,  he  sent  the  Holy 
Ghost  to  sit  upon  each  of  them  like  cloven  tongues  of 
fire. 

Now  mind,  no  person  saw  the  visible  shape  of  these 
claotn  tongues  like  ofjire,  but  the  twelve  apostles,  who 
were  commissionated,  but  they  declared  it  to  others. 
.  Here  we  see  these  cloven  tongues  of  fire  was  the 
Holy  Ghost,  which  Christ  sent  from  Heaven  to  im- 
power  them  to  preach  the  gospel  to  all  nations,  and 
to  speak  with  other  tongues,  which  they  never  were 
taught  nor  learned  in,  and  to  work  miracles ;  and  so, 
many  signs  and  wonders  were  wrought  by  them  :  to 
be  plain,  these  cloven  tongues,  as  of  fire,  was  the  Holy 
Ghost,  which  gave  the  twelve  apostles  their  commis- 
^on  to  do  these  things  aforesaid. 

Now  observe,  when  Elias  was  in  the  glory  of  the 
Father,  he  sent  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  visible  shape 
of  a  dove,  and  it  descended  upon  Christ  really  in 
that  form  beforesaid,  but  the  Holy  Ghost  that  Christ 
sent  down  from  Heaven,  when  he  was  in  the  glory  of 
the  Father,  it  descended  and  sat  upon  the  apostles, 
in. the  visible  shape  and  form,  was  cloven  tongues  like 
nMoJire;  yet  both  these  shapes  are  called  the  Holy 
Ghost,  which  did  impower  both  Christ  to  act  those 
miracles,  and  the  work  of  redemption  for  the  elect 
seed^  and  did  enable  him  to  suffer  the  pains  of  deaths 
.and  to  quicken  out  of  death,  and  to  rise  again,  and  to 
a»cend.into  Heaven:  and  the  apostles  were  enabled 
'by  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  sat  upon  them  like  cloven 
Jongues  as  it  were  of  fire  ^  to  preach  life  apd  salvation 
to  the  world  by  this  Je^us,  who  suffered  4^ath,  and 
rose  again,  and  asc^nd^d  up  into  Heaven,  whereof 
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tliey  were  witnesses;  and  these  chroeh  t&ngues  as  c^ 
Jite  was  a  visible  shape  to  the  apostles. 

Now  to  satisfy  you  furtherj  this  Holy  Ghost  that 
descended  upon  Christ,  in  the  shape  of  a  dove,  nor 
that  Holy  Ghost  that  descended  upon  the  apostles  ia 
the  shape  of  cloven  tongues  Ukejire.  I  say>  this  Holy 
Ghost  was  not  God,  but  proceeded  froro  God ;  and 
Elias  being  in  the  throne  and  place  of  God^  he  had 
|)ower  to  send  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  shape  of  a  dove. 

And  when  Christ  was  in  his  thnme  again,  he  bad 
power  to  send  the  Holy  Ghost  on  the  twelve  apos-r 
ties,  like  cloyen  tongues  as  of  fire  ;  for  the  person  of 
God  never  was  in  the  form  of  a  dove,  nor  in  the  forni 
of  cloven  tongues  like  fire,  but  his  person  was  in  the 
form  of  a  man  from  all  eternity ;  therefore  it  is  that 
he  made  man  in  his  own  likeness.  Therefore  I  say,  let 
not  any  man  imagine  that  this  Holy  Ghost  was  God^ 
iand  so  ground  three  persons  in  the  Trinity,  as  the 
blind  reason  in  man  doth;  for  God's  person  was 
always  in  the  form  and  shape  aforesaid. 

Some  may  say,  what  then  is  that  which  is  called  the 
Holy  Ghost? 

To  which  I  answer,  that  this  Holy  Ghost  spoken  of 
in  the  Scripture,  is  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  doth  pro*- 
ceed  from  God ;  so  that  every  true  believer  may  be 
said  to  receive  the  Holy  Ghost,  or  to  have  the  Spirit 
of  God  in  him,  because  he  believeth  the  report  of 
those  that  have  either  the  spirit  of  prophesy  <mp  re- 
veiatibri,  or  that  hath  the  Holy  Ghost  by  way  of 
vision,  as  Christ  had,  and  the  a^stles  had  in  a  move 
extraordinary  manner;  for  he  that  hath  the  spirit  of 
prophesy,  revelation,  or  inspiration,  hath  a  ereat 
measure  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  him,  but  not  so  Targfe 
a  measure  as  those  that  receive  the  Holy  G^ost  by 
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visrble  appearances.  Now  all  this  doth  come  bjr 
receiviog  the  Holy  Gho6t|  which  is  called  the  Spirit 
of  God. 

And  when  this  wisdom  and  knowledge  ariseth 
in  man's  heart  secretly^  as  beforesaid,  it  is  not  for 
9uch  outward  visible  public  work  as  it  did  to  Christ 
and  the  apostles. 

Likewise  Stephen  was  a  man  full  of  the  Holy 
Ghosts  but  he  was  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost  by 
secret  inspiration  and  revelation ;  and  so  it  is  said 
that  David  by  the  Holy  Ghost  did  prophesy  con- 
cerning Christ,  but  this  was  secret  likewise^  Acts  viiL 
ver.  15.  Peter  and  John  prayed^  and  the  pe<^  received 
the  Holg  Gh6$t^  for  as  yet  tiie  Holy  Ghost  was  not 
fallen  upon  none  of  them ;  and  the  17th  Verse, 
Thin  laid  they  their  hands  on  them^  and  they  received  the 
Holy  Ghost;  and  in  the  19th  Verse,  one  Simon 
proffered  Peter  and  John  money,  saying,  Give  me 
also  thispoxBffir^  that  on  whomsoever  I  lay  my  hatuk,  they 
mfff  receive  the  Holy  Ghost.  Here  you  may  gee,  that 
Peter  fuid  Jothn,  that  were  in  the  state  of  mortality, 
Jb^  power  to  give  the  Holy  Ghost  on  whom  they 
'laid  weir  hands^ 

If  mortal  men,  that  received  their  cdmmissiim 
:a»d  power  from  Clurist,  the  only  God,  when  he  had 
passed  through  death»  and  ascended  into  the  same 
glory,  could  give  the  Holy  Ghost  to  whom,  they 
laid  tiieir  hands  on,  why  should  it  seem  strange  to 
^y  man,  that  Elias,  who  was  immortalized  and 
glorified,  who  sat  in  the  throne  of  the  Father,  even 
of  God,  while  Christ  the  God  went  that  far  journey 
in  the  flesh  ;  it  may  well  be  called  far,  for  it  was 
.from  heaven  to  this  vile  earth  ;  was  he  not  aide  to 

iye  the  Holy  Ghost  in  a  bodily  shape  upon  Christ 
a  dove^  being  then  in  the  state  of  mortality^, 
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and  he  in  the  state  of  immortality  and  glory  ?  And 
by  the  power  of  this  Holy  Ghost,  did  Christ  do  all 
bis  miracles  when  on  earth. 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

August  2j  1680. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  bg  the  Prophet  Lodomcke 
Muggleton  ta  Mr.  Edward  Burton^  in  Derbyshire, 
bearing  date  the  Hth  of  January,  1681. 

Loving  Friend  Edward  Burton^ 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  dated  the  Srd  of 
January,  by  our  account  here  at  Loadon,  1681,  but 
by  your  account  1682 ;  and  as  for  your  othet  lettilar 
from  your  brother-in-law  Tom^^inson^  I  received, 
and  the  cheese :  the  token  of  your  love  I  received 
also,  and  do  know  that  your  brother-in-law,  and 
your  son,  have  spent  a  great  deal  of  money  to  get 
your  release  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  but  to  no  pur- 
pose. 

I  cannot  see  but  that  all  your  labour,  charge  and 
expence  is  all  lost ;  neither  do  I  know  any  thing  of 
the  proceedings  in  those  cases ;  but  do  understand 
that  he  that  was  employed  to  manage  your  cause, 
hath  deceived  you  of  your  money,  and  the  courts 
also-  Therefore  if  you  can  get  any  of  your  money 
again  of  him  that  hath  deceived  you,  it  will  do  well ; 
but  to  the  thing  you  drairod  of  nje,  is  whether  you 
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may  or  not  go  to  the  church  once  or  twice,  seeing 
they  require  no  more ;  but  as  for  the  receiving  of  the 
sacrament,  you  say  you  will  not  do  ;  but  you  hear* 
ing  I  gave  Mr.  Powell  leave  to  go  to  the  church, 
you  made  bold  to  send  to  me,  whether  you  may  go 
to  the  church  or  no,  to  free  you  from  the  malice  of 

J'^our  enemies,  whereof  you  say  you  have  suffered  the 
OSS  of  100/.  all  ready. 
Ansrter.  That  since  I  have  seen  the  bad  effect?  of 

fiving  leave  to  Mr.  Powell  to  go  to  church  but  once, 
am  resolved  never  to  give  leave  any  more  to  any 
person  whatsoever ;  for  after  he  went  once  to  church, 
that  the  priest  had  got  fast  hold  of  his  right-hand^ 
he  would  not  let  him  ^o,  till  he  had  £a8t  hold  of  his 
other  hand  also:  that  is,  till  he  had  made  him  go 
to  church  often,  and  to  receive  the  sacrament  and  to 
baptize  his  child,  which  hath  been^  a^  great  dishonor 
to  me  and  all  the  believers  of  this  commission  of 
thie  Spirit,  and  an  erverlasting' shame  to  himself 
ameingst  all  that  kn6w  hiin,  both  to  saints  and  devils  ; 
neither  is  he  vet  delivered  out  6f  bis  troubles/ not- 
withstanding ne  has  wounded  h£s  own  soul,  and  lost 
biscrciditin  this  world,  (which  I  fear  will  never  be 
repaired  again,)  and 'wasted  his  estate^to  keep  hini*- 
self  out  .of  prison  ;  so  that  I  see  he  had  better  have 
gone  to  prison  at  the  first,  and  never  have  put  in 
bail,  but  stood  the  triial  of  the  court;  then  would  he 
ba^  seen  an  end  of  all  his  troubles  in  a  short  time, 
arid  would  have  had  the  love  and  pitjr  of  all  saints, 
and  df  many  devils;  but  by  {submitting  .unto  them;, 
hath  lost  them  all;  .for  this  I  must  tell  you,  that: the 
eGcli»iastical  authority  doth  now  ride  upon  the:teaih 
poral  power,  even  the  laws  of  the  land.  So  that 
if  a  man  be  sued  in  the' spiritual  courts  or  upon  a 
spiritual  account,  enre&fhat  knack  of  not  gbing  to 
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church,  the  temporal  law,  which  is  the  birth-righi 
of  every  £Dgli8hmaQ»  cannot  free  lemd  deliver  any 
man  from  punishments  This  I  have  had  experience 
of  in  my  suffering ;  and  had  I  koown  as  much  at 
tlie  first  as  I  did  afterwards,  I  would  have  saved  a 
great  deal  of  charge  and  expence  in  putting  in  of 
bail,  and  court  charges,  so  often  as  I  did,  but  ^vpuld 
have  lain  in  jail  at  nrst,  and  have  spent  that  money 
in  prison  ;  then  would  my  sufferings  have  been  ended 
quickly. 

Therefore  he  that  would  keep  his  conscience  clear 
as  to  God,  must  be  sure  to  suffer  persecation  for  his 
conscience  sake,  or  lose  the  peace  of  his  conscience^ 
which  is  of  mote  value  than  all  the  riches  of  thi$ 
(Woiid. 

Now  what  I  have  sufiered  upon  a  spiritual  aocoval^ 
it  was  mesely  for  the  oommissijcMi  of  God,  put  vpo* 
Me,  and  the  cause  of  Mr.  PowelKs  sufieringi}  was  for 
extravagant  wotds,  which  be  ought  not  to  hftte 
3poken;  and  I  understand  that  the  <tau&e  of  your* 
fittflferingSi  is  not  because  you  "were  a  bdiever  of 
Mu^leton,  but  rather  a  sider  of  papists ;  whidk  hm 
been  the  grounds  of  all  yovir  suffniagiai,  land  i)«^w  ;to 
deliver  you  out  of  tbis  I  canniot  teU«  BtA  flMeug 
you  cannot  sell  nor  let  your  land^  nor  put  your  ison 
into  it  without  paying  such  a  sum  of  money  in  goods 
and  chattels  tod  conformity  to  the  cbukdii  of  Krtgland, 
i^nst  the  peace  of  your  own  cOnscienoei  wy  lulvkie 
is,  that  you  should  rather  go  to  prison  As  otih«rs  ido ; 
aa  QuaketSy  B^>tiats,  and  others  do»  and  i^nd  y<mr 
eMate  in  the  jail,  and  leave  yoto  estate  to  tbe 
naaagement  of  them,  you  can  coi^de  in.;  for  the 
kw  of  Ei]^glaiid  ctanikot  im|)risoki  A  foanls  bod^^  »ud 
take  away  his  goods  and  land  tbo;  foif  aun»r  you 
xbusttl  see,  eithfiir  mUke  shipwreck  of  the  peMt  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


405 

your  conscience,  oir  ahipwreck  of  your  erttfte :  but  I 
would  ratber  advise  you  to  keep  your  faith  and  a 
good  cobscienee  towards  God  ;  and  in  a  little  time 
you  may  see  a  deliverance ;  for  I  have  seen  several  , 
persons  that  have  been  in  the  jail  upon  the  like 
account;  yet  in  six  nlonthstime  of  imprisooment 
hare  been  delivered « 

.  -Tbis  is  but  cold  comfort  that  I.  can  give  you ;  it  it 
like  a  cup  ^of  cold  neater  in  the  name  ^  the  disciple* 
Biit  il  will  be  the  reward  of  a  disciple's  peace  of  con-^ 
science,  as  cold  water  to  cool  the  tongue  of  conscience 
from  reasoning,  to  and  fro  in  the  mind.  But  I  per- 
ceive by  your  letter,  that  they  will  not  accept  now 
of  your  person  going  to  prison;  neither  will  they 
put  you  in  prison,  but  had  rather  have  your  goods 
or  land  ;  and  because  you  did  not  appear  at  the  first 
process  or  first  sunmions  in  your  own  person,  and 
make  your  defence  what  religion  you  were  of,  then 
would  the  court  have  fined  you  so  much  money  as 
20/.  for  the  first  £uilt,  or  have  sent  you  to  prison  for 
six  months,  without  bail  or  mainprize.  But  in  re?- 
gard  you  made  no  personal  appearance  from  Sessions 
to  Sessions,  they  knowing  you  to  be  a  man  of  estate, 
they  had  ratiier  have  your  estate  than  have  your 
person  in  prison;  and  your  employingia  false-hearted 
man  to  manage  your  defence  according  to  la^,  hath 
<x>st  you  more  money  than  would  have  satisfied  .your 
adversaries,  and  ivatb  done  voiiiio  good,  biit  a  great 
desi^l  of  hurt,  in  that  it  bath  enraged  your  enemied, 
so  that  nothing  will  satisfy  their  rage  but  your  uttefr 
Tuin,  either  of  your  peace  of  conscience,  < 
your  whole  estate ;  first  ofyour  goods,  and  ^ 
of  your  land;  so  that  your  condition  is  6 
and  I  ank  afraid  :you  ipust  be  forced  to  mak 
perate  cure,  which  will  be  thus :  before  any  other 
process  can  come  forth,  to  drive  all  your  cs^ttle  oflF 
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your  own  land^  and  sell  them  by  degrees ;  and  as  for 
your  household  goods,  com,  hay,  and  whatsoever  is 
moveable^  take  it  off  the  land,  and  carry  it  away ; 
and  take  your  wife  and  children,  and  live  in  some 
place,  and  hire  ground  in  some  other  place,  and  leave 
the  bare  land  for  the  king  to  take  away ;  for  the  king 
cannot  sell  it,  neither  dare  any  man  buy  it ;  and  in  a 
little  time  your  land  may  be  restored  to  you^again^ 
or  to  your  son,  upon  reasonable  terms»  I  know  an 
example  mnch  like  this  in  Kent :  there  was  a  landed 
man,  and  his  land,  some  of  it  was  let  to  other 
tenants  of  his,  but  the  man  himself  had  no  goods  nor 
chattels  but  what  he  could  remove;  so  tl^t  they 
could  not  get  any  goods  considerable  ;  so  they  went 
to  seize  his  land,  the  third  part  for  the  king;  but  no 
man  would  buy  any  such  land  of  the  king,  because 
his  title  was  not  good  to  a  free^bora  man's  land,  and 
this  was  for  not  going  to  church,  but  they  agreed 
with  the  man  for  20/.  only ;  it  cost  him  10/.  more 
charges,  bailiife,  and  others  ;  so  the  man  enjojred  his 
land  ever  since. 

For  my  part,  I  cannot  see  how  you  can  possibly 
be  delivered  from!  utter  destruction,  and  keep  the 
peace  of  your  iniod,  but  this  way,  you  may  leave  your 
son,  add  who^  you  will,  upon  the  laml,  to  kx)k  after 
dt,  and  some  necessaries  for  tbem  that  is  not  of  con* 
aiderable  ivalue,  and  let  the  ofiicers  and  Xh&an  do  as 
^well  as  theiy  can.  This  is  my -advice  in  this  matter, 
.but  leave  it  to  your  own  cdnstdecation  to  do  as  you 
please.  .  .  .  ; 

,  So,  with  my  love,  with  my  wife's  love,  remembered 
to  you,  iand  to  your  wife,  I  take  leave,  and  rest  your 

^friend,     : 

^  LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 
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if^  Copy  (^  the  Prophet  Lodowicke  Muggleton's,  B^ess^ 
:  Mng^  sent  to  Mrs.  Sarah  JVest^  of  ^  place  cafied  Uvcr^ 
'    m  Cambridgeshire^  dated  February  22, 1681. 

JLovififf  Ptiendf  Mrs.  Sarah  West,' 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  enclosed  in  our 
ftltnd  William  Dickinson's  letter,  in  which  you  do 
acknowledge  me  to  be  the  only  true  prophet  of  the 
high,  immortal,  glorious  God,  Christ  Jesus,  and  that 
you  have  believed  this  many  years  in  this  last  com- 
mission, and  that  you  had  an  intent  to  have  come  to 
London  to  see  me,  but  weakness  of  body  did  hinder 
TOU>  and  for  no  other  cause,  as  I  perceive,  but  for  a 
bieswng  of  everlasting  life,  before  you  depart  out  of 
this  natural  life  here  in  this  world  ;  and  I  understand, 
by  our  friend  Dickinson's  letter,  that  you  were  sorry, 
»r  blamed  yourself  several  times  since,. that  you  did 
iiot  ask  it  when  I  was  there  with  you.  Indeed,  you 
had  then  a  good  opportunity,  which  will  hardly  ever 
be  again  in  this  life ;  for  salvation  was  then  come  to 
your  house,  not  only  in  myself,  but  several  other 
friends,  who  had  the  assurance  of  salvation  abiding  in 
them,  i  ^    . 

I  speak  not  this  to  daunt  you  for  your  neglect,  but 
do  say  unto  you,  as  Christ  said  unto  Martha,  who  was 
troubled  with  many  incumbrances  about  victuals  to 
entertain  Christ  and  his  disciples  ;  for  indeed,  your 
husband  and  yourself  did  entertain  us  with  several 
feasts  as  princes,  which  will  not  be  forgotten  as  long 
as  any  of  us  do  live.  And  this  I  have  perceived  in 
you  ever  since  I  came  acquainted  with  you,  that  you 
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have  not  had  that  great  experience  to  talk  or  dis- 
course of  your  faitli  as  several  others  have,  but  jour 
love  to  it  hath  been  expressed  constantly  to  this 
faith  ever  since  I  first  saw  you ;  and  in  this  letter  yoa 
have  expressed  your  faith,  more  than  ever,  in  that  you 
do  believe  that  I  am  a  true  prophet  of  the  Lord^ 
and  have  power  given  me  of  God  to  give  a  blessing 
to  those  that  truly  believe  in  this  commission  of  the 
Spirit. 

These  things  considered,  I  do  pronounce  and  de- 
clare you,  Sarah  West,  one  of  the  blessed  of  Uie 
Lord^  both  in  soul  and  body,  to  all  eternity;  and 
this  blessing  shall  bear  you  up  in  death,  and  free  you 
from  the  fear  of  that  second  death,  which  is  eternal ; 
and  in  the  resurrection  you  shall  remember  you  were 
told  so  by  the  last  true  prophet  that  God  will  ever 
send  to  this  unbelieving  world,  to  your  everlasting 
joy  and  comfort,  though  you  never  see  me  more  in 
this  world. 

.  Therefore  trouble  not  yourself  with  bad  times,  for 
in  this  world  there  will  be  troubles,  let  what  come 
that  will  come,  but  let  your  peace  be  in  God,  and  ia. 
the  assurance  of  your  eternal  happiness. 

I  rest  your  friend  in  the  true  faith, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  hythe  Prophet  Lodowickc 
Muggletouy  bearing  date  August  22,  1681,  to  Charks 
Yeeies^  Thomas  Miilerdj  and  John  JVhite^  living  in  or 
near  Cork  in,  Ireland. 

Charles  TeekSy  nomas  Milled,  John  IVhite^ 

I  RECEIVED  a  letter  as  from  you  three,  by 
the  hand  of  Rebecca  Stratton,  dated  July  22,  1681. 

I  perceive  by  your  letter  that  you  have  viewed 
some  of  our  writings,  and  that  it  hath  pleased  God, 
in  the  reading  thereof,  you  have  found  great  satis*- 
&ctioQ,  and  by  faith  do  believe  our  commission  to  be 
true,  and  by  the  same  ye  are  come  to  believe  in  the 
true  God,  and  to  know  the  right  devil,  witii  an  in- 
crease of  daily  satisfection  in  yourselves,  though  much 
to  the  discontent  of  the  children  of  this  generation. 
I  perceive  some  of  you  have  been  Quakers,  and  that 
it  is  but  lately  that  you  have  seen  any  excellency  in 
those  writings  of  ours ;  and  it  is  God's, great  mercy 
indeed,  that  your  eyes  are  opened  to  beheve  the  true 
God,  and  to  know  the  right  devil.  The  knowledge  of 
th/Eise  two,  their  forms  and  their  natures,  giveth  great 
satisfaction  to  the  mind  of  man,  and  without  the 
kod^dedge  of  the  true  God  and  the  right  devil,  there 
can  be  no  satisfaction  nor  assurance  of  eternal  \\i6 
abiding  in  any  man  while  upon  this  earth ;  for  God 
bath  blinded  the  eyes  of  all  men  by  nature  upon  the 
daith  for  these  many  ^^nerations,  that  he  might  give 
light  unto  two  men  in  this  last  generation,  to  en^ 
lighten  the  understanding  of  many  in  those  deep 
hidden  mysteries,  how  God  became  flesh,  and  dwelt 
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among  men  here  on  this  earth,  and  how  the^deTil 
became  fleshy  and  doth  dwell  among  men  here  on 
earth  now,  and  of  that  great  mystery  of  the  two  seeds, 
namely,  the  seed  of  the  woman^  and  the  seed  of  ih6 
serpent ;  and  from  whence  these  two  seeds  came;  the 
original  how  they  came  to  be  seed,  and  of  their  pro- 
duction; what  those  two  seeds  did  produce^  even 
eternal  salvation  to  many,  and  eternal  damnation  to 
millions  of  men  and  women ;  with  many  m(M*e  sacred 
things  that  did  belong  unto  God  only,  as  the  form 
arid  nature  of  angels,  which  were  known  to  Gbd  only 
that  created  them,  which  he  hath  revealed  to  Reev6 
and  Muggleton  only ;  and  we  are  as  a  pipe  of  wood 
in  the  earth,  that  hath  conveyed  that  water  of  life 
into  many  earthen  vessels,  whose  souls  shall  driiik  of 
the  water  of  life,  and  doth  never  thirst  more*  It  bath 
been  in  the  souls  of  many  that  have  believed  oof 
report,  ias  that  oil  the  prophet  Elisha  filled;  that 
woman's  vessels  with,  even  enough  to  keep  her -and 
her  son  as  long  as  she  lived  in  this  worlds 

Thus  £  have  given  you  a  little  faint  of  those  heaA 
venlyr  mysteries  which  have  been  revealed  unta  mei 
which  you  vnll  find  more  abundant  in  those  bookit 
Mrs.  Stratton  doth  bring,  if  she  come  safe  to  Ireland; 
as  I  hope  she  will ;  and  I  do  wish  you  may  upder-* 
Stand  what  you  read,  for  I  cannot  give  you  under* 
standing,  it  must  arise  out  of  your  own  wed,  ^aiiil 
understand  with  your  own  hearts  the  things  that 
bdong  to  your  eternal  peace;  and  you  must  eUpect 
the  discontent  and  ill*^ll  c^  mair^?  ibr  QaAftadi 
made  me,  as  he  did  tiie.  prophet  Jereiaiah^  l)6istiiiid 
as  a  wall  of  bifsss  againot  Israel  and  JtuUb^twfairii 
was  only  to  twolqngdonas  ;  bat  God  Imtfa  itude^iffe 
a  wall  of  brass  not  only  to^three  kragdomsy^Ei^lria^ 
Scotland,  add  Irdand>  biit^  unto  a«  Btutipe' tlMul 


Digitized  by 


Google 


501 

professeth  the  Christian  religion.  I  am  hated  of  all 
nations  fpr  nothing  else  but  for  the  commission  of 
Grod  put  upon  me,  and  the  most  zealous  and  righteous 
people  of  all  hate  me  most  of  all ;  yet  the  God  of 
mj  sfilvat^Qn  hath  prea^rved  my  life  s^most  these 
thirty  years,  in  several  persecutions  and  imprison- 
meiits,  and  my  life  is  still  within  me,  without  any 
distemper  of  body,  only  age  groweth  on,  which  must 
be  submitted  unto.  > 

I  take  leave  at  present,  only  my  love  remembered 
untQ  yoii  all  thtee^  and,  uiito  Jeremiiah  Stn&tton, 
Goorgei^clmble^  and  his  >  wife,  Gedrge  Bog^r^^  and 
Eliiaweth  Fiaggetter^  and  all  the  rest  of  our  fidflnds 
ia  tbe  true  iaith  in  those  parts,  :  ;    . 

I  rest;  your  ifriend  in  the  Une  faith  in  the  Iioid 

3e»m  Chmt^  the  only  wise  God,  blessed  'and.pcMied 

be.hiAjaame^  ..  ..  .n< 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETOiTi 

Tlie  pojpks  \Yhich  I^jBbepca  ^Sl^'attou  p£»id  t^^ 
shillings  jpr  are  tjiese,  and  t;he  price :  .  .     :  . . 

9.  The  Interptetdtiod  of  the  Ilth  R^vdatiOA^at*-'*.  0   '5  '^.0  ''' 

3.  The  whole  Revelation,  at .;4,ii.,  QJ  »;J6^^* 

^  ».  Fo3es  LookiBg.Oia88,at^'-»-.i--i--- •••••<)   «    6 

'  5.  TheWitift<yfEndor,at .4,*.v  ..•.^•^•.»  0    t   -fif  ; 

«;  ThiiAtiswerto^WmtainPefan,  at  vi«V/.i ;.«%..«  0''»    »** 

'  The  whofe  Revelati^Qt  a«id  Fenji'^  were  alwif^  at 
that  prieev  bc^ose^  I^  bai^ei  som  ^twdvleft 

still ;  but  all  the  other  are  hard  to  be  4iad  single  for 
Miy  tnoneyy  trdt  wb«k  ac«  boandiAtogetber,  aiid^^Hie}r 
bever/dean  --.u^-.  ',  -,  -\n\ 


'  .    :     "-..f*  f     ('i*     ».'  i>}:'r^ 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodcfwicke 
Muggleton  to  Mr^  James  Whitehead^  of  Braintreey  in 
*    Essex^  bearing  date  from  London^  August  30,  1681  • 

Laving  and  kind  friend  in  the  true  faiths  James  JfHtehead^ 

THIS  is  to  certify  you,  that  I  received  your 
Setter,  isearing  date  March  23,  1680,  wherein  you 
ciominanded  your  daughter  to  dine  with  me  on 
Saturday  last,  but  upon  some  occasions  it  was  put  off 
until  Monday,  which  was  more  convenient,  and  at  a 
more  convenieht  house,  where  my  wife  and  I,  and 
btfacrfriends,  did  dine  with  your  two  daughters,  I 
suppose  to  the  content  of  both  your  daughters,  and  of 
n&  also* 

And  as  for  those  two  things  you  desire  of  me,  to 
give  you  an  account  concerning  your  eldest  daughter, 
her  hneage  and  feith,  I  shall  give  you  my  judgment, 
as  far  as  I  can  discern,  by  what  I  have  heard  and 
seen  by  her  myself,  and  by  her  letters  to  Mr.  Dela- 
nif^pe,  and  discourse  our  friend  Delamaine  and  his 
wife  hath  had  with  her,  and  experience  they  have  had 
of  .he^ ;  a3  th.qs ; 

,)Your  daughter  Priscilla  is  of  the  lineage  of  Rebecca 
aod  lla<:hel>  that  is,  of  the  race  of  the  Assyrians ; 
fog  I^ban.the  Assyrian  was  Rebecca's  brother,  aad 
Rachel's  father* 

Now., to  give  you  the  reason  why  I  judge  the 
Assyrians  is  the  best  of  natures  amongst  the  Gentiles^ 
for  these  causes : 

\  Mrst^   Because  they  are  generally  honest  of  their 
bodies,  both  men  and  women. 
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Secondly.  They  are  in  their  natures  generally  just 
persons  in  their  dealings,  especially  if  they  be  the 
seed  of  faith,  or  have  but  the  least  measure  of  fiEuth 
in  them. 

Thirdly.  They  are  generally  wise  in  their  natures, 
and  given  to  covetousness  with  moderation  ;  which  is 
indeed  but  to  preserve  for  another  day,  that  they 
might  not  be  servants  to  Canaanites,  nor  subject  to 
proud  Moabites,  nor  stout-hearted  Ammonites,  nor 
scoffing  Ishmaelites,  nor  prophane  Esau^s;  so  that 
they  may  be  subject  to  none  but  Jews  only.  This  is 
counted  covetousness  by  all  these  sort  of  people. 

These  things  aforesaid,  I  do  discern  are  in  your 
daughter's  nature,  which  came  by  the  mother's  side, 
of  Rebecca  and  Rachel,  as  aforesaid* 

And  as  for  her  faith  in  the  true  God,  and  in  this 
commission  of  the  Spirit,  she  hath  expressed  before 
Mr.  Delamaine  and  his  wife,  and  me  and  my  wife, 
besides  what  she  expressed  in  her  letters  formerly  as 
much,  and  more  than  could  be  expected,  having  so 
little  occasion  to  draw  it  forth  as  she  hath  had ;  for 
it  cannot  be  expected  that  her  faith  should  appear 
visibly  strong  as  those  that  had  their  faith  tried  m  the 
fiery  contests  of  the  world,  even  as  gold  is  tried^  even 
as  you  know  some  have  here  in  London;  yet  her 
faith  is  true,  and  grounded  upon  a  rock ;  and  time 
may  cause  her  faith  to  be  tried,  as  others  have  l?een, 
in  the  fire  of  opposition,  and  come  forth  to  the  visible 
view  of  this  world,  as  others  of  her  sex,  as  gold  pu:- 
rified  seven  times  in  the  fire. 

Thus  I  have  given  you  a  small  account  of  those 
two  things  you  desired,  and  I  know  you  will  per* 
ceive  by  these  lines  more  than  can  be  expressed  in 
writing. 

Therefore    I  shall   say  no  more  at  present   io 
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this  thiogy  but  present  my  love  and  my  wife's  love 
unto  yourself/  and  to  your  good  wife,  and  to  Mr; 
NicoIK 

And.  rest  your  friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON- 


A  Copy  of  a  'Letitr  wrote  by  the  Prophet  Lodowick^ 
Muggletoh  to  WH/iam  Woody  of  Braintree,  in  Eszex,^ 
datedlSeptember  26y  1681. 

Loving  Friend  in  the  true  Faithy  tVilliam  Woody 

I  RECEIVED  a  letter  from  you,  dated  Aur 
gust  15,  I6&I,  trherein  you  desire  to  have  a  line  or 
two  from  me;  arid  siijce  th?it,  John  Lad  was  very 
earnest  with  me  on  ybuy  behalf,  to  write  a  few  Vines 
unto  you ;' sayings  it  would  much  rfejoice  your  heart, 

I  was  unwilling  to  write  where  there  was  no  need ; 
fo^panse  at  that  time,  I  had  a  great  many  Jong  letters 
i&  write,  both  into  Ireland,  and  here  in  JEnglandv 
Which  were  something  burthensome  unto  me,  yet  did 
not  i)itend  never  to  write  uAto  you ;  but  now  haying 
a  Ktflp  more  leisure  and  opportunity,  I  shall  gratify 
your  desire,  and  write  these  lines  as  folfpweth* 

I. perceive  by  your  letter,  that  yotir  fai^h  is  strong 
in  the  true  God,  eten^the  Lord '  Jesus  Chrisi ;  which 
fluth  and  knowledge  in  thetrue  God  dildinfcin,  shdbl^ 
bfe  btkt  6fte  slnjgle  person,  eteh  the  Lord  Jesus  Cbrislf, 
which  our  writings  have  declared  is  life  etetnal  *tJ6 
ftnow/  •^'     •   '  •         -    •    •-*   -     •»•  ^"    ■ 
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Also,  I  perceive  by  your  letter,  that  your  faith  is 
strong  in  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  and  that,  by 
your  faith  in  us,  the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit,  you  do 
in  believing  know  those  divine  secrets,  and  heavenly 
revelations,  which  are  hid  from  all  the  world  besides, 
and  revealed  to  none,  but  those  few  that  believe  our 
report :  to  them  iew  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord's  saving 
health  revealed, 

Again,  I  do  discern  by  your  letter,  that  your  faith 
is  strong  in  those  words  I  spake  unto  you  when  you 
were  at  London ;  and  that  they  were  as  a  seal  in  your 
forehead,  sealed  up  unto  the  great  day  of  God 
Almighty,  unto  eternal  happiness  in  the  kingdom  of 
glory,  in  that  world  above  the  globe,  where  the  per- 
son  of  God  himself,  and  angels  in  the  persons  of  men, 
do  inherit ;  ascending  and  descending  to  one  another 
with  messages,  and  praises,  and  thanks,  glory  and 
honour,  unto  God  the  Creator  eternally.  And  we 
that  are  his  chosen  prophets,  and  you  his  saints,  ever 
Bince  the  creation  of  this  world,  shall  sin^  the  song 
erf  Moses,  and  the  song  of  the  lamb  of  Moses,  and 
the  song  of  the  lamb  unto  our  God,  and  our  Re^ 
deemer,  hallelujah,  salvation,  and  glory,  and  honour. 
And  power,  be  to  the  Lord  our  God,  as  he  is  our 
Redeemer.  And  the  holy  angels  shall  ascribe  all 
honour,  glory,  and  praise  unto  the  same  God,  as  he 
was  their  Creator,  but  not  as  their  Redeemer,  be- 
cause God  redeemed  none  but  the  seed  of  Adam 
fallen  into  mortality,  and  into  death.  So  that  by  the 
death  of  God,  and  his  quickening  into  life  again,  he 
hath  redeemed  us,  not  only  from  this  natural  death, 
but  from  eternal  death.  And  as  he  quickened  him- 
self out  of  death,  and  made  his  pure  natural  body  in 
the  quickening,  a  spiritual  body,  to  live  eternally ; 
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and  by  the  power  of  this  quickening  Spirit  will  he 
raise  our  souls ;  and  our  bodies  that  were  natura)^ 
shall  nse  in  the  quickening  spiritua}  bodies^  capable 
of  ascending  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  to  meet  the 
Lord  in  the  air. 

This  is  the  power  of  our  God,  as  he  is  our 
Redeemer. 

This  is  a  great  mysteiy,  hard  to  be  understood  but 
by  the  spirit  of  faith,  which  is  the  evidence  of  things, 
which  the  spirit  of  reason  cannot  see.  For  this  I 
ray,  that  the  spirit  or  seed  of  faith  in  me  hath  been 
carried  up  into  the  third  heaven,  where  God,  and  thfe 
holy  angels  were  resident ;  where  I  saw  things  unut- 
terable. And  when  the  spirit  of  faith  descended 
upon:  earth,  it  brought  the  abundance  of  Revelation 
with  it|  as  hath  been  declared  by  word  and  pen  in  a 
great  measure,  as  many  can  experience  and  witness 
it  this  day.  And  many  that  are  fallen  asleep  in  the 
experience  and  faith  of  these  great  mysteries,  which 
have  been  declared  by  the  abundance  of  revelation 
that  hath  proceeded  from  the  spirit  of  faith,  which 
did  first  arise  in  me  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1651, 
which  is  thirty  years  ago. 

I  would  not  have  you  think,  because  I  speak  thus, 
that  I  would  lay  any  burthen  upon  you,  or  any  other 
believer  of  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  as  to  expect 
that ,  every  one  should  have  such  a  measure  of  taith 
as  I  speak  of;  but  that  you  may  by  these  lines 
grow  and  increase  in  the  knowledge  of  these  hea- 
venly mysteries,  according  to  the  measure  of  faith 
in  you. 

Thus  I  have  written  these  lines  to  answer,  your  ^de- 
sire, and  more  than  I  did  intend,  because  I  know 
you  will  let  other  friends  there  with  you,  seejtor 
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hear  it;     So  I  shall  take  leave,  and  rest,  and  remain 
with  my  love,  and  my  wife's  love  unto  yourself. 

Your  friend  in  the  tme  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  the 
only  wise  God,  blessed  for  ever, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

My  love  is  remembered  to  Mr.  Whitehead,  and 
his  wife,  and  Father  Nicolls,  John  Lad,  Goodman 
Thomdike,  with  all  the  rest  of  our  friends  unnamed, 
as  those  named. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  LodomcJce 
Muggleton  to  Mrs.  Maty  Scott y  of  Bristol^  bearing 
\   date  October  {^,\6Ql.  / 

•  -bear  Friend  in  the  true  Faithy  Mary  Scotty 

I  RECEIVED  a  letter  as  from  you,  written 
to  Mr.  Jenkins,  dated  the  8th  instant,  1681,  con- 
cerning your  son  John  being  troubled  in  mind  con- 
cerning his  future  state  and  condition  ;  and  that  he 
cannot  by  no  means  be  satisfied  about  it ;  therefore 
you  *  desire  me  to  send  down  my  answer  concerning 
it,  to'  satisfy  your  son  thereabout;  wherein  you* 
desifef  )ne,  and  all  our  friends,  to  put  up  our  peti- 
tions tb  the  Lord  for  him. 

'  As^^tO  this,  your  request  is  a  thing  something  con- 
trary to-  the  practice  of  this  commission  of  the  Spirit, 
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for  me  to  send  an  answer  or  to  take  off  the  trouble 
of  a  man*8  mind,  which  I  have  had  no  experience  of 
his  practice  of  life,  nor  of  his  faith  in  the  true  God, 
nor  in  me,  the  messenger  of  God,  neither  do  I  know 
what  is  the  cause  of  his  trouble  of  mind,  whether 
it  be  for  some  sin  he  hath  committed,  even  some 
actual  sin^  for  actual  sin  hath  the  sting  of  eternal 
death  in  it ;  for  the  sting  of  death  is  sin,  and  the  strength 
of  sin  is  the  law,  as  the  apostle  saith  ;  or  whether 
this  trouble  of  mind  doth  arise  from  his  own  igno^ 
ranee  in  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and  the 
right  devil,  fearing  God*s  prerogative  power  in 
election  and  reprobation  ;  and  that  he  may  be  a 
cast-away  by  God's  prerogative  will  and  pleasure; 
find  who  shall  gain  say  it  ? 

These  two  things  are  the  cause  of  all  men*s  trou- 
ble of  mind  in  this  world,  both  saint  and  devil :  but 
actual  sin  is  most  generally  the  cause  of  despair, 
wbich  doth  wound  the  spirit  of  men,  which  is  moile 
than  he  can  be^r. 

So  that  I  cannot  give  any  judgment  upon  him, 
neither  good  nor  evil ;  not  absolute  good,  because 
he  hath  not  believed  our  doctrine  nor  commission ; 
nor  evil,  because  he  hath  not  despised  any  thing 
declared  by  me.  Yet  this  I  will  say  for  his  comfort, 
that  if  sin  be  the  cause  of  his  trouble  of  mind,  let 
him  confess  it  to  you  his  mother,  as  in  the  presence 
of  God,  and  foi*sake  it,  and  act  it  no  more,  and  he 
shall  find  mercy  and  ]>eace  in  his  soul.  And  if  the 
trouble  of  his  mind  doth  arise  from  the  other  thing 
aforesaid,  or  any  other  capse  but  sin,  then  I  would, 
desire  him  to  spbqiit  to  God's  prerogative  po^er^ 
to  do  what  he  will  with  him  after  death ;  do  f^^Mh 
ous  >and  jus^  things  ^b^tween  man  and  mao,  wd  da 
no^  trouble  himself  what  sh^l  become  of  him  %iler 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^S09 

4eath;  and  I  do  assure  liim  he  shall  hare  peace  of 
mind  for  the  present,  and  may  come  hereafter  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  will  give  him  the  assurance 
of  everlasting  life  in  himself,  as  you  his  motlier,  and 
many  others,  have  at  this  day* 

These  lines  will  jH-ove  a  good  prayer  unto  him,  if 
be  do  but  believe  and  do  it 

This  is  as  much  as  I  can  say,  in  answer  to  your 
letter,  and  as  to  your  son ;  and  I  wish  my  words 
Biay  take  place  in  him,  then  will  salvation- encrease 
in  his  souK 

So  1  shall  take  leave  and  remain  your  assured 
friend  in  the  eternal  Truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON, 

.  London^  October  12, 1681. 


A  Copy  of  u  LetUr  wrote  bp  fhe  Prophet  LodoWicke 
Muggleton  to  Mrs.  Dorothy  Carter,  of  Cheste^fiefd^ 
m  Derby  ^e^  bearing  date  from  Dundtm^  Fcbtu4ry  h 
t682. 

.  Dear  Friend  im  the  iruefaitkj  Dorothf  Carter^ 

I  HAVJi  seen  two  teUei-s,  which  piir (iewfriwd 
li^kB^b^tJb  Marsden  (whom  I  always  loTe<i  well:  jever! 
«n«9/9he  was  a  chi:ld>  in  comparison  of  ^e)  Rent  to  our 
friend.Mrs,  Griffiths  whicbtwo  tetters  «rftioy<M»r.l'ftn 
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half,  as  if  they  had  been  writ  by  yourself;  the  one  is 
dated  January  16,  1682,  and  the  other  is  dated  Ja- 
nuary 24,  1682  ;  and  I  perceive  by  these  two  letters 
that  you  are  sick  of  body,  and  have  great  trouble  of 
mind  upon  you,  and  that  your  burthen  is  very  great, 
and  lieth  heavy  upon  you,  and  that  you  are  afraid 
you  have  displeased  me,  because  I  have  not  writ  to 
you  all  this  while.  As  to  that,  I  shall  deal  truly  with 
you,  that  I  never  was  offended  at  you,  nor  with  you, 
forwhatyou  writ  concerning  John  White,  but  did 
what  you  required  me  to  do  in  your  letter  to  Mrs, 
Griffith ;  neither  did  that  letter  require  any  answer 
firomine,  which  was  the  cause  I  did  not  write  unto 
you  all  this  while ;  but  these  two  letters  coming  to 
my  hand  so  lately,  cause th  me  to  write  these  lines  unto 
yon  as  tfdlbweth,  as  thus:  I  perceive  this  great 
trouble  and  grief  of  heart,  and  burthen  that  lieth  upon 
you,  it  is  but  temporal,  about  your  grand-children ; 
if  your  trouble  had  been  upon  a  spiritual  account,  I 
could  have  eased  you  of  your  burthen  immediately ; 
but  people  would  willingly  have  prophets  to  give  them  ^ 
peace  of  mind,  and  assurance  of  their  eternal  salva^ 
tion  in  the  life  to  come,  and  would  have  the  prophets 
tp  free  them  from  all  troubles  in  temporal  things 
al^ ;  but  this  I  would  have  you  to  take  notice  of,  that 
prophets,  apostles,  and  Christ  himself,  that  gave  those 
tftat  believed  in  him  the  assurance  of  everlasting  life 
abiding  in  themselves,  it  was  to  strengthen  them, 
that  they  might  be  the  more  able  to  encounter  and 
bear  the  troubles  of  this  world  ;  I  say  as  Christ  said 
to  those  that  believed  in  him.  In  me  you  shall  have 
peace,  but  in  the  world  you  shall  have  trouble  ;  so  that  if 
ft' man  have  true  peace  in  God,  he  shall  rather  have 
the  more  trouble  m  the  world,  much  less  be  delivered 
irotil  all  trouble  in  this  world  :  this  I  have  found  by 
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experience,  therefore  do  you  mind  your  faith,  tvliich 
you  once  received  in  this  commission  of  the  Spirit, 
and  the  blessing  I  once  declared  upon  you,  and  that 
will  strengthen  you,  and  enable  you  to  bear  those 
temporal  troubles  the  better,  knowing  that  you  shall 
be  free  from  them  in  death,  and  that  there  is  no  worse 
thing  after,  which  is  more  than  all  the  world  can 
say  beside,  but  those  whose  faith  is  truly  grounded 
upon  this  commission  of  the  Spirit* 

And  now,  dear  friend,  I  perceive  there  is  contained 
in  these  letters  the  ground  of  your  great  temp(iral 
troubles, '  and  they  are  about  your  own  grand-chil- 
dren, and  those  two  persons  concerned  with  them.  I 
would  not  have  you  offended,  nor  let  your  spirit  be 
troubled,  nor  overcharged  with  grief,  and  especially 
where  things  cannot  be  helped,  nor  called  back  again  ; 
but  let  your  joy  be  in  God.  Besides,  I  look  upon  it 
very  expedient,  that  you  might  know  the  utmost  of 
your  troubles,  and  not  to  hide  it  from  you  ;  because 
you  will  be  delivered  out  of  all  your  troubles,  which 
I  am  sure  a  wounded  spirit  would  receive  ease,  if  it 
did  but  know  that  this  natural  death  would  end  those 
eternal  torments,  which  it  shall  endure  htt^eaften 
As  for  those  two  troubles,  Which  is,  and  hath  been, 
I  shall  endeavour  to  satisfy  you  in  the  one,  and  ad- 
vise you  in  the  other.  '  "^   ' 

First.  You  seem  to  be  more  troubled  at  the  lesaiei: 
trouble  than  the  greater* 

As  for  John  White's  neglect  of  binding  your 
grandson,  I  did  as  you  desired  me;  I  spake  with  his 
wife,  and  left  word  with  her,  that  I  would  havd  her 
husband  to  bind  John  Carter  at  the  hall,  &nd  thaet  he 
should  order  it  so  at  the  hall,  that  his  time  shouki  go 
'on  from  the  time  he  was  bound  by  the  scrivener,  so 
'that  the  boy  should  lose  no  time,  to, satisfy  his  grand- 
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and  promised  me  that  her  husband  sl)ould  bind  him  at 
the  ball  suddenly  ;  and  in  a  little  ttnie  shortly  after, 
John  White,  the  same  4ay  he  bound  him  at  the  hall, 
came  to  my  house,  and  the  boy  with  him,  and  said 
he  had  done  as  I  had  ordered  him,  and  said  that  John 
Carter  was  to  send  his  grandmother  word,  to  satisfy 
her  that  it  was  done  ;  so  I  thought  all  was  welL  and 
that  you  were  satisfied,  and  did  wonder  that  he  should 
be  such  a  great  trouble  to  you  now  ;  nor  wherein  he 
is  unjust,  seeing  he  hath  bound  him  at  the  hall  ac- 
cording to  law,  and  that  he  will  make  him  a  freeman 
pf  Ix>ndoq  from  the  time  lie  was  first  bound,  1  cannot 
see  any  ground  of  trouble  you  need  be  at  in  this  mat- 
ter, except  lie  hath  been  cruel  to  the  boy  since,  which 
I  have  heard  nothing  of. 

The  second  thing  is,  I  know  you  have  had  great 
cause  of  trouble  with  yonr  grand-children  by  Mr. 
Goodwyn,  but  you  know  that  1  would  not,  nor  ever 
had  any  concern  in  Mr.  Go<»dwyn's  affstirs,  not  from 
the  first,  when  he  married  your  daughter ;  for  I  saw 
he  was  not  of  a  prosperous  nature,  only  I  was  loath  to 
discourage  your  daughter,  or  you  either.  I  nev^^ 
did  meddle  in  the  marriage  of  his  wife,  neither  was 
I  ever  his  counsellor  in  any  of  his  concerns  whatso- 
ever ;  neither  would  I  concern  myself  now  to  speak 
of  him,  but  only  for  your  sake,  that  you  niight  be 
armed  with  patience  to  undergo  the  trouble  that  49 
follow  by  reason  of  him* 

Firsts  in  that  ypu  are  forced  to  keep  his  two  chjU 
/dr^n  which  he  had  by  yoijr  d^'Ughter;  and  as  fw* 
Other  concerns  you  have  with  him  I  know^npti  but  J 
supposci  it  is  certainly  true  that  Mr.  Goodw}^^  is  dcad^ 
and  tl^  his  wife  would  willingly  cast  that  child  thpre 
in  the  country  upon  you  to  keep  fpr  your  ow^  ;  but 
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more  relfttion  to  you^  than  it  is  to  any  stranger ;  so 
titat  if  yoii  cannot  send  it  home  to  the  mother,  nor 
mit  it  upon  the  parish  where  it  was  bom,  you  must 
keep  it  yourself.    One  of  these  three  must  be  done. 

So  I  shall  leave  it  to  yourself  to  consider  it,  and 
take  leave,  only  my  love,  with  my  wife's  love,  remem-^ 
heted  unto  yourself  and  Elizabeth  M arsden. 

Remain  your  Friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

,    tomloH,  February  1,  I68S. 


r 

4  ^i^ofSf  ^f  ^  Letter rWritien  by  the  Prophet  Lodawicke 
;    Muggletan  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fiaggerter^  of  Cork 

in  Ireland,   bearing  date  from  London,   June    33, 

1682- 

Lomng  and  kind  Friend  in  the  true  Faiths  Elizabeth  Flaggerler, 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  sent  by  your  son, 
4kited  Cork,  May  3,  1682,  wherein  I  perceive  you 
are  very  much  comforted,  and  have  great  assurance 
of  all  your  four  children  being  happy. 

j^s^  to  that  I  shall  not  discomfort  you,  nor  in  any 
wise  weaken  your  assurance  you  have  in  your  chil* 
4iretis  happiness,  either  in  this  life  or  in  the  life  to 
tMMDe;  tmtam  glad  you  are  so  well  persuaded  in 
your  wind  af  Ihem^  you  having  die  expeneoce  of  their 

ST 


Digitized  by 


Google 


514 

natures^  and  of  their  actions,  by  the  light  of  faith  in 
you,  besides  the  light  of  nature,  as  they  are  your  own 
children,  and  I  not  knowing  any  of  them,  only  I  have 
seen  this  son  two  or  three  times  ;  but  I  never  asked 
him  any  question  about  heavenly  things,  neither  did 
he  enquire  after  any.  It  was  never  my  practice  tp 
compel  or  thrust  men  into  the  kingdom  of  Heayen; 
whether  they  will  or  no ;  neither  do  I  use  to  opw 
the  gate  of  heaven,  but  to  those  that  do  know  them- 
selves ;  for  where  true  actual  faith  is  in  the  heart 
risen,  it  will  knock  at  the  gate  of  Heaven,  and  it  shall 
be  opened  unto  them.  As  Christ  said  to  his  disci* 
pies,  which  had  faith  in  themselves.  Seek,  and  ye  shall 
fipd ;  knocks  and  it  shall  be  opened  to  you.  And  of  that 
laying,  To  him  that  hath  shall  be  given  ;  and  to  him  thai 
hath  not  shall  be  taken  away  even  that  which  he  hath. 

These  sayings  are  quite  contrary  to  the  reason  of 
man  ;  for,  saith  reason,  must  none  knock  at  the  gate 
of  Heaven,  but  he  that  received  faith  from  Heaven 
£rst  ?  What  need,  saith  reason,  that  he  should  knodt 
at  Heaven-gate  that  hath  received  the  jo)rs  of  Heaven 
by  faith  in  his  heart  already  ?  There  is  more  need  that 
Heaven-gate  should  be  opened  to  him  that  wants  ^th 
in  his  heart  when  he  knocks,  because  he  wanteth  that 
heavenly  peace  of  mind  which  the  other  had  before  the 
gate  of  Heaven  was  opened  unto  him.  And  is  it  not  fit^ 
saith  reason,  that  he  which  hath  not  peace  of  mind, 
should  have  some  heavenly  peace  given  him,  tatbiftr 
than  he  that  hath  peace  already  shall  have  more 
^ven  to  him.  And  is  it  not  more  fit,  that  he  which 
IS  in  want  should  seek,  that  he  might  find ;  and  knock* 
that  it  might  be  opened  unto  him,  than  the  other 
that  hath  enough,  and  yet  must  have  mcMre  giyen* 
And  that  which  i^  worst  of  all  is,  that  he  which  hath 
nothing,  yet  this  nothing  must  b^  taken  from  him 
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also.  This  seemeth^  saith  reason  in  man^  to  be  in« 
justice  and  partiality^  and  not  equal  dealings  in  God. 
These  words  might  be  opened,  but  it  would  be  too 
large.  But  I  perceive  by  your  letter,  that  the  gate 
of  Heaven  which  hath  been  opened  unto  you,  when 
you  knocked,  and  the  cause  why,  in  that  you  had 
faith  in  your  heart  to  believe  in  this  commission  of 
the  Spirit,  when  you  heard  the  sound  of  it  in  your 
ears,  by  our  writings  and  speakings  ;  for  which  you 
do  thank  God,  that  experimentally  you  can  speak 
this,  that  by  his  last  messengers  you  have  attained 
to  that  knowledge  here,  and  assurance  of  being  an  in-^ 
heritor  of  incomparable  joy  and  glory  hereafter. 

Herein  the  door  of  your  heart  was  opened  by  these 
messengers  declarations,  as  the  heart  of  Lydia  was 
opened  at  the  preaching  of  Peter :  for  this  I  §ay ,  that 
tevery  true  messenger  that  is  sent  of  God  doth  keep 
the  gate  of  Heaven,  because  none  but  such  persons 
as  God  sends,  have  the  keys  of  Heaven  given  unto 
them  :  and  there  is  but  two  keys,  nor  but  two  gates, 
the  one  belongeth  to  Heaven,  and  the  other  to  hell. 
And  God  delivereth  these  two  keys  into  the  hands  of 
those  he  sends ;  so  that  God's  messengers  are  not  only 
door-keepers  of  heaven,  but  door-keepers  of  hell  also. 
I  have  known  several  persons  in  my  time,  that  have 
desired  but  to  be  but  a  door-keeper  in  heaven  ;  but  I 
never  knew  any  person  that  desired  to  be  a  door- 
keeper  of  hell.  -  But  we  his  messengers  are  forced  to 
be.  door-keepers  both  of  Heaven  and  of  hell ;  because 
.God  hath  given  these  two  keys  into  our  hands ;  and 
these  two  keys  that  do  open  these  two  gates,  is  the 
^knowledge  of  the  two  seeds  of  faith  and  reason.  The 
•key  of  ftiith  opens  Heaven-gate,  and  enters  into  that 
kingdom^  and  seeth  indeed  what  God  is,  in  his  form 
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atid  nature  :  and  Uiis  key  of  reason  opraeth  the  gate 
of  hdU  and  entereth  into  that  kingdom,  and  seeth 
Lucifer,  the  prince  of  devils  (even  that  reprobate 
angel  that  deceived  Eve,  which  became  the  first  mai»* 
devil,  which  becat  millions  of  devils  like  htmself ;) 
his  form  being  the  form  of  a  man,  and  his  nature  he* 
ing  pure  reason,  fallen  from  its  purity. 

This  is  not  a  usual  language.  But  seeing,  as  I  said 
before,  that  you  have  knocked  at  Heaven-gate,  and 
it  hath  been  opened  unto  you,  by  us,  God's  mess^i-* 
gers,  therefore  to  you  that  have  understood  the  mys^ 
teriesof  God  becoming  flesh,  by  which  yon  have 
peace  here  in  this  life,  and  assurance  of  eternal  life 
nereafter,  in  yourself.  Therefore  to  you  it  shall  be 
given  to  understand  these  three  great  mysteries  of 
God's  dealing  with  men,  as  foUoweth  : 

First.  That  God  doth  choose  and  ordain  sodm 
particular  man,  and  doth  furnish  him  with  levek^ 
tion,  to  declare  unto  the  people  what  the  true  God 
is,  in  the  time  of  his  commission.  The  first  mite 
God  chose,  after  the  fell  of  Adam»  was  Enoch ;  and 
God  did  furnish  him  with  revelation  to  write  booka^ 
wherein  he  did  declare  to  the  succeeding  fathers  of  okU 
that  were  of  the  seed  of  feith»  or  seed  of  Adam  his 
fether ;  and  this  revelation  of  his  walking  with  God, 
and  what  God  was:  he  left  this  revelation  to  Koaht 
and  Noah  left  it  to  Shem,  and  Shem  left  it  to  his  sona, 
until  it  came  to  Abraham,  Isaac^  and  Jacob.  Sb 
that  Enoch's  revelation  and  declaration  to  ^  fetfaers 
of  old,  and  all  that  did  believe  the  books  of  Enochs 
they  were  as  a  parliament,  to  enact  it  as  a  statnto- 
law  to  their  children,  from  generation  to  gencffatioit 
for  ever.  And  so  it  was  with  Moses  and  the  pro^ 
l^hets,  and  with  Christ  and  the  apostles.     . 


Digitized  by 


Google 


617 

The  second  secret  is,  that  great  difference  that  there 
is  between  reason's  Heaven,  which  th^y  do  imagine^ 
and  the  seed  of  faith's  Heaven,  which  they  are  fully 
assured  of;  for  the  seed  of  reason's  Heaven  is  without 
substance ;  there  is  no  persons  with  bodies  in  rea- 
son's Heaven ;  there  is  none  but  spirits  without 
bodies ;  there  is  neither  God  nor  man  to  be  seen,  so 
no  joy  nor  glory  at  all.  But  the  seed  of  faith's  Hea- 
ven hath  a  real  substance  to  stand  upon  ;  and  the 
person  and  body  of  God  to  be  seen,  and  the  persons 
and  bodies  of  the  holy  angels,  and  of  men,  and  all 
other  creatures,  to  be  seen  in  joy  and  glory,  in  that 
Heaven  that  God  hath  prepared  for  the  seed  of  ftuth : 
so  that  there  is  a  vast  difference  between  the  seed  of 
reason's  Heaven,  and  the  seed  of  faith's  Heaven. 

The  third  secret ;  that  though  the  prophets,  and 
apostles  have  declared  in  several  of  their  writings^  of 
that  great  and  wonderful  mystery  of  Gad  mantfe$t  m 
thejleih ;  yet,  in  all  their  writings,  from  Enoch's  to 
Moses's  writings,  nor  the  prophets  writiogs,  nor  the 
apostles  writings,  nor  Christ  himself  when  upon  earth, 
did  ever  declare  or  make  known^  not  plainly,  nor 
clearly^  diat  great  mystery  of  the  devil  become  flesh, 
And  doth  dwell  among  men  ;  and  that  there  is  no 
<]evil  to  suffsr  eternal  torments,  but  nen  and  women, 
<to  the  end  of  the  world,  and  to  eternity*  I  say,  no 
writings  of  prophets  or  apostles  have  made  known 
this  great  mystery,  which  concerns  all  maiddiid,  but 
John  Reeve  and  Lodowicke  Muggleton,  whom  God 
chose  in  the  yeiur  of  the  world  1651,  as  our  writings 
do  dechure. 

These  things  I  have  written  for  ydur  sake,  and  tiie 
Mke  of  others  of  this  &ith  there  idth  jom.  Take 
leave ;  only  my  love  remembered,  with  my  wife^ 
love^  unto  yourself,  George  Gamble  an4  his  wife,  and 
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to  all  the  mt  of  this  faith  there  with  you.      I  rest 
and  remain. 

Your  friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

IxmdoHy  June  9iyl6S9. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton  to  Mr.  William  Sedley^  a  Weaver  and 
Dyer,  a  Believer  of  the  Commission  of  the  Spirit^ 
living  m  Southamptany  bearing  date  from  London,  the 
lith  day  of  January^  1683. 

Loving  FHehd  in  the  true  Fi^h,  Willmm  Sedley, 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter,  dated  January  *. 
1683,  wherein  you  complain  of  your  great  troubles 
you  have  gone  through  in  these  late  years ;  what  in 
appression,  I  suppose  you  mean  oppres^on  for  con- 
flcience  sake*  And  your  greatest  troubles,  I  perceive, 
liath  been  in  the  natural  concerns  of  this  world ;  in 
respect  of  your  first  wife  being  dead,  and  leaving  a 
charge  of  children  behind  her ;  and  I  perceive  you 
have  married  another  wife,  and  hath  some  ctetrge  by 
her  also,  which,  you  say,  are  in  number  five;  thus 
poverty  .must  needs  come  upon  you  like  an  armed 
man.  These  troubles  are  common  to  all  married  men 
and  people^  both  poor  and  rich,  but  especially  to  the 
poor  that  do  live  by  trade ;  for  if  trade  doth  fietil. 
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poverty  doth  increase  and  grow  exceedingly;  for 
trade  is  a  very  uncertain  things  especially  in  a  time 
of  persecution ;  for  trade  and  commerce  hath  taken 
the  wings  of  the  morning,  and  fly  ftway  in  these  our 
days ;  so  that  poverty  cometh  in  upon  the  poor  as  a 
flood  upon  the  dry  land ;  this  thousands  can  witness 
in  this  nation,  as  well  as  you,  for  want  of  trade.  And 
poverty  is  the  great  common  enemy  in  the  nation  at 
this  day  and  time ;  and  in  regard  this  poverty  and 
want  of  trade  is  so  common,  and  so  natural  in  this 
world,  therefore  it  is  that  no  eye  pitieth  the  poor,  let 
him  be  saint  or  devil,  ri^teous,  or  unrighteous* 
Also  I  perceive  by  your  letter,  that  all  the  rest  of  your 
faith  in  those  parts  are  backslided,  and  hath  forsaken 
their  own  peace,  and  hath  conformed  for  fear  of  the 
loss  of  some  of  their  worldly  goods,  or  fear  of  impri- 
sonment, even  against  their  own  conscience;  some 
only  upon  threats,  others  having  lost  some  o^  theit 
goods,  for  fear  of  losing  more,  or  all,  have  submitted 
and  conformed  ;  so  that  now  you  are  left  aloiie : 
these  are  days  of  trial,  but  few  are  able  to  stand  the 
trial,  to  keep  faith  and  a  good  conscience;  and  espe- 
cially in  most  counties  in  England  several  hath  coo* 
forjued :  so  that  in  saving  earthly  riches,  they  have 
last  heavenly  riches ;  for  they  will  never  recover  that 
peace  and  ajssurance  of  eternal  life,  whij[>h  they  once 
had  abiding  in  themselves^  not.  while  they  live  in  this 
world;  for  you^may  read  in  the  Spriptures/ that  he 
that  doth  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith,  and  holdetb 
eut  to  the  end  of  this  life,  shall  receive  the  crown  of 
eternal  life  and  glory;  but  he  that  looketh  back,  as 
liQt-s  wife  did,:  to  fetch  something  that  was  in  her 
house,  which  she  thought  might  do  her  a  pleasure 
v(hea  she  wail  got  out  of  the  flames  of  fire  and  brim^ 
5tf9iie,/So  it  is  with  those  that  gobtek  from  the  prini* 
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dples  of  txuthi  which  led  them  to  2k>ar,  a  refuge  of 
wfety ;  of  peace  and  content  of  miad  to  free  them 
from  the  fear  of  the  fire  and  flames  of  bell  in  the  con^ 
science,  which  we  see  the  Sodomites  of  this  world  are 
in ;  which  makes  them  blaspheme  against  the  God  of 
Heaven,  and  persecute  stedfast  and  faithful  men ;  it 
is  a  dangerous  thing  for  men  that  have  tasted  th« 
good  word  of  God  in  spirit  and  trutli  of  heart  for 
many  years^  according  to  the  commission  of  the  Spi* 
ritf  which  is  now  in  these  last  days  in  being ;  and  now, 
because  of  a  little  persecution,  to  fall  from  it,  and 
worship  that,  which  all  the  ignorant  and  unbelieving 
people,  and  those  that  doth  not  know  God,  doth 
worship.  How  doth  such  persons  think  to  recover 
their  peace  with  God  again !  Neither  doth  God  re« 
gard  such  .worshippers,  ndther  doth  God's  messenger 
Mgard  such  worshippers,  that  can  suffer  nothing  for 
tmir  fcith^  and  they  will  reap  the  fruits  of  their  own 
iitiihes^  which  is  the  loss  of  their  peace  of  their  own 
minds^  while  they  live  in  this  world,  and  the  foar  of 
eternal  death  hereafter,  to  save  themselves  in  this 
wtcnid  for  a  little  time :  for  this  commission  hath 
kid  but  an  easy  yoke,  and  a  burden  which  is  very 
itght  upoli  the  necks  of  the  believers  of  it.  Christ 
uad  to  those  in  his  time,  Tkat  his  yoke  wm  easy^  and 
hk  burthen  Ugkt;  yet  those  that  would  take  his  yoke 
upon  diem,  must  forsake  father  and  mother,  wife 
aad  children ;  if  persecution  should  occasion  it;  nay 
fife  itself  must  go  rather  than  cast  off  his  yoke,  else 
no  crown  of  eternal  happiness,  life,  and  glory  is  to 
be  ho4l ;  this  seems  to  the  eye  of  reason  to  be  a  heavr 
yoke^  yet  Christ  calls  it  easy ;  and  the  eye  of  feith 
<btb  count  it  tasy«  Still  you  say,  that  they  have 
made  a  distress  upon  you  already,  and  that  joa  are 
left  to  wrestle  with  them,  meaning  your  persecutors^ 
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which  say  you,  according  to  reason,  I  am  worst 
able :  as  to  this  I  say,  you  are  best  able  to  wrestle 
with  them,  for  these  reasons :  1.  Because  you  hare 
iSuifered  for  your  faith  already.  2.  Because  you 
are  a  poor  man,  and  hath  a  great  charge  of  children, 
and  hath  little  or  no  estate  to  lose;  for  poverty 
arid  a  great  charge  of  children,  is  a  fortress,  or  a 
tower  of  defence,  against  your  persecutors ;  for 
what  town,  or  city,  will  persecute  a  poor  man,  to  cast 
him  out  of  the  town,  or  put  him  in  prison,  that  hath 
committed  no  crime  against  the  law  of  God,  nor  the 
laws  of  the  land,  and  that  hath  nothing  to  lose,  to 
bring  upon  the  town  a  great  charge  ?  For  you  may, 
by  the  laws  of  £ngland,  throw  all  your  children  upon 
the  town,  and  so  shift  for  yourself  elsewhere ;  and  the 
town  must,  by  the  laws  of  England,  provide  for  your 
children,  and  bestow  them  as  they  please ;  if  they  do 

Sersecute  you,  and  throw  you  into  the  streets,  then 
o  you  throw  your  charge  upon  the  town,  and  shift 
for  yourself.  So  that  being  poor,  will  make  you  the 
more  able  to  encounter  with  your  persecutors,  and 
pteserve  the  peace  of  your  mind,  and  your  faith,  that 
fail  not  to  the  end  of  this  natural  life,  that  you  may 
enjoy  that  eternal  happiness  hereafter :  for  riches  of 
this  world  is  a  great  snare ;  and  many  men,  rather 
than  lose  this  earthly  riches,  and  honour  among  men« 
they  let  go  their  hold  of  eternal  life  in  the  world  to 
come;  because  that  is  at  a  distance,  and  this  is  in 
present  being,  I  hope  these  lines  may  satisfy  you, 
and  bear  up  your  spirits  in  the  day  of  trouble,  and 
deliverance  will  come  in  its  due  time. 
•  So  resteth  your  friend  in  the  true  faith, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Lcmdoui  January  12,  168S. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton  to  Mr.  Capp,  upon  his  death-bed^  dated 
Jrom  London^  the  l5th  of  March,  1683. 

Loving  Friend,  Mr.  Cappf 

I  PERCEIVE  by  my  son  John  White's  letter, 
and  by  that  since  of  your  own  writing,  that  you  are 
very  sick  and  weak,  even  near  the  point  of  death ; 
and  that  you  have  a  desire  that  I  would  come  to  see 
you,  which  I  cannot  do  at  this  season,  because  you 
live  at  such  a  distance  so  remote  from  me ;  neither 
can  I  travel  at  this  time  of  year  so  far  a-foot,  as  for- 
merly I  could ;  neither  can  I  come  by  water,  because 
there  is  an  antipathy  in  my  nature  against  it ;  and  a 
coach  would  be  too  chargeable ;  for  these  reasons  I 
cannot  come  to  see  you :  I  am  sorry  you  are  so  ne?ir 
your  death,  as  I  apprehend  you  are,  but  I  always  looked 
upon  you  not  to  be  a  long-lived  man,  but  that  your 
life  would  be  but  short  in  this  world ;  but  should  be 
glad  that  you  might  find  the  assurance  of  eternal  life 
abiding  in  yourself,  for  the  world  to  come,  before 
your  death ;  I  have  known  you  several  years ;  I  ne- 
ver knew  any  harm  by  you  in  my  life,  but  that  you 
were  a  very  honest  moral  man,  which  I  dearly  love  in 
all  men  that  hath  it ;  moral  wisdom  is  commendable, 
both  in  the  sight  of  God  and  good  men ;  but  spi- 
ritual and  heavenly  wisdom  is  that  which  speaketh 
peace  to  the  mind  of  man  in  the  hour  of  death,  and 
giveth  assurance  of  entering  into  death,  and  through 
death  into  eternal  life :  likewise  you  have  had  a  taste 
of  that  truth  which  hath  been  declared  by  this  com-^ 
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mission  of  the  Spirit^  you  know  what  I  mean ;  you 
have  in  part  owned  it,  secretly  in  your  heart,  but  not 
publicly  before  men,  nor  before  me,  but  I  hope  that 
secret  feith  of  yours  will  bear  you  up  in  the  hour  of 
death :  in  the  assurance  of  your  salvation,  and  in  rcr 
gard  you  never  did  publish  your  faith  to  me  in  this 
commission  of  the  Spirit,  I  cannot  give  that  sentence 
of  blessedness  upon  you,  as  I  could  had  your  faith 
been  publick;  neither  will  I  give  any  judgment 
against  you  in  the  least  to  discomfort  you,  or  to 
weaken  your  hope  within  you;  but  would  rather 
strengthen  your  hope,  and  leave  you  to  wrestle  with 
death,  that  you  might  have  an  easy  passage  through 
death  ;  then  will  you  cease  from  all  the  troubles  of 
this  life,  and,  I  hope,  from  the  troubles  of  the  life 
to  come.  Thus  with  my  love  and  my  wife's  love  re- 
membered unto  you, 

I  rest  your  friend,  in  what  I  may, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

March  15,  16S3. 

My  son  read  this  letter  and  wept,  and  six  days  after 
died. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  the  Prophet  Lodortnc^e 
Muggieton  unto  Mrs.  Rebecca  Hall^  of  Arnesbyy  bear-' 
trig  date  from  London,  May  1,  1683. 

Loving  and  kind  Friend  in  the  true  Faiihy  Rebecca  Hall, 

THIS 

of  gloves  fro 

for  my  wife, 

is  dead,  whi 

Delanmine  i 

great  love  f< 

before,  that 

I>elamaiiie 

once  more  b 

recovery;  s 

but  did  coi 

which  was,  and  is  great  satisfaction  to  our  minds, 

that  we  did  see  him  pnce  more  before  his  death. 

I  know  it  cannot  but  be  a  great  grief  to  you  to  lose 
such  a  loving  and  good-natured  husband,  as  I  sup- 
pose he  was,  yet  your  sorrows  are  not  the  worst  of 
sorrows,  but  the  best  of  sorrows,  in  these  two  things. 

First,  though  he  hath  left  you  three  chiMren,  I 
suppose  he  hath  left  an  estate  answerable  to  brii^g 
them  up,  besides  your  own  estate  you  brought  unto 
him,  which  will  make  your  sorrows  the  easier  and 
lighter. 

The  second  thing  is  this,  which  is  greater  than  the 
other  is,  by  your  matching  into  the  family  of  the 
Halls,  you  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth, 
whereby  you  shall  come  to  have  the  assurance  of 
your  own  salvation,  aad  the  assurance  of  eternal  life 
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abiding  in  yourself,  which  is  of  more  worth  than  the 
whole  world ;  and  this  I  say,  if  you  had  matched  into 
aoy  pther  family  'm  the  country,   you  would  never 
hare  come  to  the  knowledge  of  what  ydii  do  know, 
and  shall  know,  as  to  your  eternal  happiness  in  the 
life  to  come^  though  you  might  have  been  saved,  be- 
ing elected,  if  you  had  matdied  into  another  fkmily;, 
but  you  would  nev^r  have  had  the  assurance'  of  it  in 
this  life;  why,  because  you  would  never  have  seen 
the  commission  of  the  Spirit,  nor  the  commissioners, 
nOT  the  believers  of  it,  as  now  yoii  have  :  it  is  we 
only  that  doth  make  our  calling  and  election  sure  in 
ourselves,  so  that  our  faith  being  built  upon  a  rock, 
even  the  knowledge  of  the  form  and  nature  of  the 
true  God,  which  shall  never  fail,  which  all  the  people 
in  the  world,  both  religious  and  irreligious,  m  only 
these  few,  that'  doth  believe  in  this  commission  of 
the  Spirit ;  and  for  your  own  part,  I  did  perceive  by 
your  writing,  and  your  love  to  us  when  we  were  there 
with  you,  that  you  are  one  of  those  grains  of 'wheat 
which  the  God  of  Heaven  did  sow  in  the  field  of  this 
world,  even  the  seed  of  fisiith,  though  but  weak,  yet 
it  was  sown  in  good  ground,  even  in  the  heart,  not  in 
stonv  ground,  whidi  is  in  the  head  only  to  talk  of, 
npr  by^the  way  •side,  for  the  foolish  phantasies  of  the 
mind,  called  the  fowls  of  HearVen,  to  devour  the  good 
doctrine  you  received  by  those  writings  or  books  of 
your  husband's,  and  those  letters  yott  receivesd  of  Mr. 
Delamaine,  and  your  sister-in-law,  his  wife;  but  I 
judge,  arid  my  jiidgrrient  istrue,  thai  you- received 
the  thith  in  the  love  o£  it,  and  do  advise  you-to  pri26 
those  boiok^  <Jf  your  husband's  as^much  as  you  can; 
tod  I  make  no  question  but  your  ^understanding  "Will 
be  niore  and  liiore  enlightened  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  truth,  and  gfow  in  experience,  and  sttwig  ih 
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faith,  and  in  the  assurance  of  your  eternal  happiness 
in  at^  kingdom  of  eternal  dory,  where  you  snail  be 
with  us,  your  God,  your  King,  and  Redeemer,  face 
to  face.  These  lines  I  have  written  unto  you,  that 
your  faith  in  the  true  God,  and  in  the  commission  of 
the  Spirit,  might  be  strengthened  and  encreased  to 
your  further  assurance  and  comfort  while  you  live  in 
this  world.  No  more  at  present,  but  my  love  and  my 
wife's  love  remembered  unto  you. 

I  take  leave,  and  remain  your  friend  in  the 
eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MLTGGLETON. 

Londim^  May  I,  1688. 

My  wife  and  I  do  give  you  thanks  for  your  kind 
token  you  sent  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  Delamaine. 


A  Copy  cf  a  Letter  wnte  by  the  Prophet  Lodcmkke 
Muggleton  to  Mrs.  EUzabeth  Flaggerter,  qfCork,  in 
Ireland,  bearing  date  from  London,  June  ^5,  1683. 

Ltmrng  Friend  in  the  true  FeUh^  EKjuAeik  Ftaggerier, 

THIS  is  to  certify  you,  that  I  received  your  let- 
ter, by  the  hand  of  your  son,  datdl  May  24,  1683; 
wherein  you  complain  of  your  own  heart,  that  though 
it  doth  will  to  do  that  which  is  r^t  in  the  sight  of 
God,  yet  you  cannot  do  it;  and  m  that  your  heart 
doth  will  that  which  is  good,  and  doth  not  do  it. 
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that  which  is  acting;  but  to  will  ill  in  the  mind  is  no 
action ;  therefore  it  is  said^  Do  this  and  live;  and  it  is 
said^  Thou  shall  not  commit  adultery ;  and  thou  shall 
not  eat  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  oj  good  and  evil;  so 
that  the  not  doing  of  evil  is  an  affirmative  action^  for 
he  that  doth  refrain  from  evil  actions,  it  is  counted  a 

food  action  in  the  sight  of  Qod,  and  of  righteous  men. 
ikewise  it  is  said.  Thou  shall  love  the  Lard  thy  God 
with  all  thine  hearty  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all 
thy  strength.  This  is  a  good  action,  Do  this,  and  thou 
shall  live  eternally ;  but  if  a  man  shall  blaspheme,  per- 
secute, and  defy  the  Lord  his  God  with  all  his  heart, 
and  with  all  his  soul,  and  with  all  his  strength,  as 
many  doth  at  this  day,  this  is  an  evil  action  ;  and 
be  jkhat  doth  this  shall  die  a  death  eternal ;  fdr  it  is  not 
good  nor  evil  in  the  mind  of  man  that  doth  make  a 
man  happy  or  miserable,  but  it  is  the  doing  of  good  or 
evil  actions  that  doth  make  a  man  happy  or  miseraUe, 
therefore  I  say  to  all  of  the  &ith,  that  it  is  good  to 
will  well,  and  better  to  do  well.  If  these  two  go  to- 
gether, there  will  be  peace  with  God,  and  peace  of 
conscience  in  themselves,  which  I  perceive  you  l»ve 
by  your  faith  in  the  true  God,  even  in  Christ  Jesus 
our  Lord,  as  you  say  he  speaks  peace  to  your  soul, 
and  qarriesypu.  thrqugh  all  your  troubles  and  diffi- 
culties of  this  world ;  and  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  have 
that  assurapce  in  yourself,  and  of  his  peace  and  love, 
that  dpth  bear  up  your  Spirit  in  thede  days  of  trouble 
in  this  worid,  which  I  perceive  you  have  nad  of  late  in 
the  temporal,  but  our  troubles  here  in  England  are 
altogether  in  the  spiritual.  These  troubles  in  the 
spiritual  are  at  this  day  all  over  England,  and  more 
especially  in  this  City  of  London,  so  that  no  friend 
can  help  one  another.  This  persecution  for  conscieoce- 
sake  is  against  all  professors  of  religion,  and  Dissenters 
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of  all  kinds  whatsoever,  that  will  not  conform;  but 
blessed  a:re  those  that  do  stand  in  the  day  of  trial, 
that  can  keep  the  peace  of  their  own  mind  ;  for  p6ace 
of  conscience  is  of  more  value  to  me  than  the  whole 
world  ;  and  so  it  is  in  every  man  that  is  sensible ;  for 
if  a  man  loseth  his  peace  by  conforming  against  his 
conscience  to  save  himself,  he  loseth  his  peace,  which 
is  his  life  and  strength ;  in  seeking  to  save  a  man's 
]ife,  he  shall  surely  lose  his  life;  for  peace  of  con- 
science is  the  life  of  every  man  and  wotAslu  in  this 
world ;  and  if  you  are  but  sensible  of  the  truth  of 
these  lines,  as  I  have  been  about  thirty  years  since, 
wli»t  it  iS'  to  want  peace  of  conscience,  and  afterwards 
receive  that  peace  of  conscience  which  the  world  can- 
iiot  give,  even  the  peace  of  God  that  passeth  all  un- 
derstandings This  peace  is  that  which  will  enlighten 
yoiiv  understanding,  and  quicken  your  weakness  of 
3piht,>  and  give  you  boldness  in  year  passage,  not 
only  in  tbe^ kingdom  of  grace  here,  but  to  the  throne 
of  glory  hereafter,  where  you  shall  see  the  fece  t>f 
God  in  his  bright  burning  glory  to  eternity.  This 
peace  will  take  off  your  complaint  of  your  spirit, 
being  willing,  but  your  flesh  is  weak  and  dull ;  neither 
wouM  you  any  mojre  complain  of  imperfections,  for 
if  the  eye  be  single,  the  whole  body  is  full  of  light ; 
saif  the  conscience  be  at  perfect  peace  with  God,  the 
whole  man  is  at  peace,  no  imperfections  to  trouble  the 
mind.  As  to  things  appertaining. to  God,  salvation, 
kfe  eternal,  or  any  miatter  or  things  of  that  nature, 
aoe  utterly  expelled*  These  lines  I  have  written  unto 
yotu,  that  your  spirit  may  be  strengthened  in  peace, 
fop  in  peace  life  is  set  before  you,  and  in  unbelief  and 
doubtiKg  is  death  set  before  you ;  the  God  of  hea- 
ven hath,  by.  his  chosen  prophets  and  apostles,  apd  us 
the  witnesses  of  the  SjHrit,  every  one  in   their  time. 
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katfc  «et  life  and  death  before  all  people,  by  writing 
and  speaking ;  but  how  few  doth  chtrse  life  rathet 
than  death,  and  how  few  hath  believed  our  report  in 
thi^r  age  I  Thus  I  take  leave,  only  my  love  and  my 
wife's  love  remembered  unto  yourself,  Mr-  Gamble, 
and  hiij  wife,  and  the  rest  of  our  true  friends  in  the 
true  feiith  there  with  you. 

Remain  your  friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

London^  June  S5y  1683. 


ji'  Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  the  Prophet  Lodowickc 
Muggleton  to  Alexander  Delamaine,  senior,  dated  in 
London^,  June  25y  1683. 

Loving  and  kind  Friend^  Mr.  Delamaine,    • 

I  WAS  at  Mrs.  Hooper's  this  week,  and  she 
did  complain  to  me  of  the  sad  condition  of  our 
friend  Ann  Cakebread,  now  her  husband  is  dead, 
and  hath  a  great  charge  of  children;   I  told  her  that 
the  town  ought  to  maintain  her  children,  but  I  know 
she  will  be  loath  to  expose  her 
Mrs;  Hooper  said,  she  would 
ever  she  suffered.    I  gave  hei 
that  time  that  our  friends  wou 
ntatter,  beeauseof  the  troub! 
rdly  upon  oii'r  friends  iu  all  j 
in  this  city  of  London  also,  i 
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pot  he^p  anothei?;  1)ut  since  1  have  considered^  that 
sheand  bar  bus|)and  both  baib  suffered  many  tbings 
for  tbeirfaitb,  almost  continually,  above  tbese  twenty 
years,  and  batb  kept  tbeir  consciences  free  from  any 
defilement  ^in  the  worship  of  the  nation ;  likewise 
her  bouse  hath  been  a  house  of  entertainment  for 
all  friends  of  this  faith  in  all  parts  of  England 
and    Scotland    also ;     and  she     did    entertain    the 

Erophet  Reeve  when  she  was  a  maid,  and  was  his 
andmaid,  to  guide  him  to  other  friends  houses,  be- 
fore I  ever  saw  her  ;  and  since  I  Ivave  seen  her,  she 
hath  not  been  wanting  to  express  her  kindness,  in  en- 
tertaining both  me  and  my  friends  from  time  to  time, 
as  occasion  hath  had  need,  to  the  utmost  of  her  power. 
These  things  I  have  considered,  and  am  moved  in  my 
mind  to  write  these  lines  unto  you,  knowing  that  as 
to  yourself,  you  are  always  willing  to  contribute 
to  such  a  good  deed  as  this  is ;  but  my  desire  is  to 
put  it^ipon  yrou  to  speak  to  others  of  this  faith,  to 
those  that  are  rich  in  this  world,  in  her  behalf,  be- 
cause I  am  not  willing  to  be  seen  in  this  business.  I 
suppose  it  not  convenient  to  speak  to  any  of  our 
faith  ;  but  those  that  doth  dine  with  us  on  the  1 9th 
da^  of  July,  those  are  the  most  able  of  this  £uth,  for 
it  is  not  convenient  to  ask  of  the  poorer  sort  of  this 
feith  ;  for  if  they  give  but  one  shilling  a-piece,  they 
wiU  make  a  great  noise ;  and  besides  that,  they  will 
look  for  the  like  to  be  done  unto  them  upon  the  least 
trouble  that  falleth  upon  them ;  therefore  I  think  if 
we  could  get  a  matter  of  ten  pounds  amongst  us  this 
once,  it  would  do  the  woman  a  great  pleasure ;  and 
as  for  my  part,  I  will  give  ten  shillings  towards  it, 
for  the  great  love  I  l>ear  towards  her.  I  do  think  it 
will  not  be  your  best  course  to  speak  to  any  of  tbese 
triendi  that  are  to  meet  the  19th  of  July  about  tbi?i 
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business^  because  that  day  will  be  chargeable  ;  but 
let  that  day  be  over  first,  and  two  weeks  after  will  be 
time  enough.     My  love  to  you  and  your  wife, 

LODOWICKE  muggleton: 

June  96,  1689. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Lodowkke 
Muggleton  to  Mrs,  Mary  Scott,  of  Bristol,  bearing 
date  from  London,  July  19,  1683. 

Loving  and  kind  friend  in  the  true  FaUhy  Mary  Scott  ^ 

THESE  lines  are  to  certify  you,  that  I  have 
received  the  books  again  safe,  and  that  I  have 
received  your  letters  from  our  friend  Mrs.  Jenkias,^ 
the  last  of  yours,  dated  May  22,  1683;  likewise  I^ 
received  from  Mrs.  Jenkins's  hand  both  your  tokens ; 
the  token  of  your  love  was  five  shillings,  and  this 
last  was  ten  shillings.  Your  love  and  kindness  hath, 
fer  exceeded  my  expectation,  for  indeed  I  di4  not. 
expect  one  penny:  but  I  see  that  your  love  for 
truth's  sake,  I  may  say  is  almost  boundless,  in  that 
you  do  those  things  out  of  your  own  free  heart, 
without  the  least  hint  of  any  advisement  from  me; 
but  I  perceive  the  truth  hath  made  you  free  indeed, 
that  your  faith  hath  built  upon  a  rock,  even  upon 
tbe  Rock  of  Ages,  even  upon  the  eternal  God,  tnat 
was  in  the  form  of  man  from  eternity,  and  in  time 
humbled  hio^lf  so  low  as  to  become  a  man-child^ 
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an4  greiwr  up  to  be  a  perfect  man,  makiiig  himself 
capable  to  suflfer  the  pains  of  death  by  nis  qypi 
creatures*  This  Jesus  Pnrist  i$  that  child  the  pjrppbet 
Isaiah  saith  to  us,  A  child  is  born,  to  us  a  child  is  given  ; 
this  is  thai  lA«/(  hp  calif  d  th^  f^^^tf  God,  the  everlast^ 
ing  Faflier J  the  Prince  of  peace ;  and  now  is  fulfilled 
that  saying  in  this  commission  of  the  S{4nt^  fo|:  ^no 
people  in  the  world  at  this  day  doth  truly  believe 
that  that  child  Jesus  is  the  mighty  God  now,  nor 
the  everlasting  Father,  but  those  few  that  do  believe 
the  doctrine  of  this  commission  only.  This  is  that 
greatest  mystery  of  God,  God  manifest  in' the  flesh, 
or  God  become  flesh,  and  dwelt  amoi>g  men.  Thu^ 
is  that  great  mystery  which  the  angels  desired  to  pry 
into,  but  God  letted  them,  and  revealed  it  to  un- 
learned men,  that  we  might  declare  it  to  unlearned 
people,  as  at  this  day,  for  unlearned  people  are  the 
most  capable  to  understand  the  mysteries  of   the 

i;    and   so  T  have 

lal  life    abic  3lves.. 

I  unlearned  filled^ 

lit  the  rich  a  \  s^nt 

e  things  are  9  our 

hose  books  }  gain^ 

rould  be  to<  :pade 

sm  at  all ;  bi  :Quld 

I  those  four  ingle, 

sed  me  to,  s  ^^ole 

very  w^ll  pleased  you  sent  it 
is  never  another  left  so  perfect 
lad  for  that  money;  and  a^  for. 
;le,  which  your  son  Mark^s  in  \x» 
hat  is  to  say.  The  Divine  Look^ 
le  Interpretation,  of  the*  1  Jth  of 
irdly\  The  Interpretation  of  tjfe 
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Whole  Eevelation.    Fourtify^  The  Mortality  of  the 
3oul.     Fifthly^  The  Transcendent  Spiritual  Treatise* 
These  five  books  single^   if  they  could  have  been 
had,   would  have  been  five  shillings  a-pieoe,  both 
great  and  small,  which  would  have  cost  tvrenty-five 
shillings^  for  there  is  none  to  be  had  single  of  the  Transr 
<^ndeQt  Spiritual  Treatise,  nor  of  the  Mortality  of 
the  Soul,  nor  the  Divine  Looking-Glass,  nor  of  the 
Interpretation  of  the  11th  of  the  Kevelatioow    Ther^i 
is  none  of  these  four  books  to  be  had  single  for  aity 
money,  but  what  are  bound  altogether,  and  they  are 
veiy  scarce  to  be  had  abo  ;  therefore  I  would  advis6 
you,  and  all  others  of  the  faith,  to  .make  much  of 
thos^  bboks  you  have ;   for  if  you  let  them  go,  y^v^ 
will  never  meet  with  the  like  again  for  imy  mon^)^ 
while  you  live.    Notwithstanding  that  shwne  Wl 
reproach  I  have  suffered  from  writing  l)h«S0  book^^ 
U^q  are  several  persons  of  hooour  tdiat  would  wiih 
lingly  piy  into  those  bpoks,  as  the  holy  aqgels  did 
into  t^  ipystery  of  God's  becoming  flesh;    bilt  a» 
God  would  not  reyeal  this  secret  mystery  uHito  the; 
holy  angel&»  Ifecause^  though  their  natures  were  purd 
rea;san„  tliat  they  might  never  understand  that  greait 
mysten^9  how  their  fellow^-angeU  after  he  was  dast 
dowa  nxwi  heaven,  became  flesh,  and  so  became  a 
miu>-;^^viL,    This  mystery  did  God  hide  from  the^ 
holy:  fiOgels,  ai^  is  hid  from  them  to  this  day,  that; 
they  mj^t  never  know  that  there  is  a  possibility  in; 
the  holy  ajng^ls^.  whqse  nat^re  is  pure  reason^  l^falL 
into  the  same  condition  ps  tl^ir  fellow  the  r^pn^batet 
angi^l  did ;   but  God  hath  revealed  those  two  deyeff^ti 
m|y3tqrie&  UQto  his  own  sef  d  of  £uth,  the  proph^t^ 
s^stles,  and  u»  the  witnesses  of  the  Spiriti  only ;« 
ajad  we  have  declared,  and  made  ii  known  unloyoik 
that  bctlieve  a  pxophetV  repQ4»  to  jour  pr^SQut  peaoe. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


534 

of  mind,  and  to  your  full  assurance  in  this  life  of 
your  eternal  happiness  in  the  life  to  come,  which  na 
people  in  the  world  hath,  or  can  have,  but  those  only; 
which  do  truly  believe  in  this  commission  of  the 
Spirit;  therefore  it  is  I  am  willing  to  hide  these 
writings  of  ours  from  the  great  men  of  this  world, 
and  learned  men,  that  they  might  not  pry  into  them 
while  I  am  alive ;    for  great  and  rich  men^   ancf 
learned  men,  are  generally  of  the  seed  of  reason, 
which  came  of  the  reprobate  angel,  which  he  and  his 
seed  are  kept  in  chains  of  darkness  in  their  own 
bodies,  till  tiie  judgment  of  the  great  day,  when  Grod 
shall  raise  all  the  seed  of  faith  to  eternal  happiness, 
which  they  did  believe  in  this  life,  and  he  will  raise 
the  seed  of  reason  in  chains  of  darkness,  ever  since 
the  reprobate  angel  became  flesh,  when  he  deceived 
Eve ;   so  am  I  willing  that  the  seed  of  reason,  that 
the  great  and  learned  men  of  this  world,  who  are 
the  children  of  that  reprobated  angel,  should  be  kept 
in  chains  of  darkness,  irom  reading  any  of  our  boOKs 
and  writings,  till  the  judgment  of  the  great  day,  when 
God  shall  rabe  all  of  them  to  their  eternal  pain  imd 
shame :  for  this  I  do  know,  that  there  is  two  seeds, 
and  that  these  two  seeds,  the  original  of  them,  came 
from  two  distinct  persons,  who  were  celestial,  spiri- 
tual, and  heavenly  persons ;   the  one  was  all  feitli, 
and  the  other  was  all  pure  reason  fellen.    Now  these 
two  persons  transmuting   their  spiritual  seed  into 
mortal  seed,  so  that  now  there  is  but  twa  seeds  of 
men  and  women  in  the  world,  as  the  scripture  saith; 
namely,  the  seed  of  the  woman,  the  seed-  of  faith, 
which  is  the  seed  of  Ood,  and  the  seed  of  the  serpent, 
the  seed  of  reason,  the  seed  of  the  devil;  and  of 
ihete  two  seeds  hath  millions  of  men  and  women 
came,  both  righteous  and  unrighteous;    and  h«re 
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pasaeth  all  understanding ;  and  in  that  we  know  by 
£auth  without  doubting,  that  we  are  of  the  seed  of 
£uth,  and  shall  be  raised  at  the  last  day  to  eternal 
happiness,  where  we  shall  see  God  face  to  face,  in 
whom:  we  have  believed:  likewise  we  do  perfectly 
know  that  the  seed  of  the  serpent,  that  live  to  men 
and  womens  estate,  shall  certainly  be  damned  to 
etGnMty ;  and  when  they  are  raised  a^in  at  the  last 
dayy  they  shall  never  see  the  face  or  God,  nor  the 
feces  of  one. another,  but  shall  foe  in  utter  darkness 
to  eternity.  Thus  I  have  written  these  lines  unto 
you,  not  only  to  strengthen  your  faith,  but  to  com- 
fort your  spirit  in  these  evil  days  wherein  we  live : 
90  with  my  love,  and  my  wife's  love  presented  unto 
yourself,  and  to  your  son  John  Markes,  and  the  rest 
of  friends  there  with  you,  take  leave,  and  remain 
your  friend  in  the  true  eternal  God,  the  man  Christ 
Jesus  in  glory, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON- 

Londtm^  July  19,  lj09S* 


^.  Cofy  qf  a  letter  wrote  by  the  Prophet  Lodomckt 
Miiggkton  to  Mrt.  Eleanor  Sudhuryj  in  Notitng-^ 
ham,  bearing  date  from  London^  August  6,  1683. 

Dear  friend  in  ike  true  faUhjBOen  Sudbury, 

•  It  .        . 

THIS  is  to.  certify  you,  that  I  received  your 
leltfer,  by  the  hand  .of  Mr.  Delamain,  and  I  am  sorry 
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t»  heU  of  your  trouble  you  a^e  like  to^  fidl^  into  {  hvA 
Ir  <tooiiJdfirif^  tfaiB  kind  of:  perascutnn  at  this  time^ 
for  cowcicajce  sake^  it  is  not  oniy  upon  youi,  but  ge^ 
fifOraUy*  ufion  all  didseoting  persons  every:  whera;  Tbd 
decree:  is  gooe  forth  among  all  DisseiftterSr  in|  ail 
p^iris  of  England ,  and  the  g^dea  image  of  commoii 
prBfrev  (cAlled  divine  service^  aii^  the^  Sacsameat  of 
the  XiOcd's.SuppecO  is  sat  up  in  everj  town  a»d  oity^ 
inXngkiiid:  and  whoever  doth  hear  the  sound  o#  the 
oomelv  (which  is  the  citation  or  summons,}  and  d»^ 
hear  the  sound  of  the  duldmer^^  (which  is  the  in^ 
fenmerv)  iand  dioth  not  come. to  <drarch,  and  heai^ 
diirine'servide^.  and  tiecetvse  the  sacrament,  muBtbe 
east,  into  pmsomr  whioh>  is  a  far  more  easyi  ptmish*^ 
HB^nty  tfafioitoibe  cast  into  the  lion's  den,  or:t(»fiq3ffef 
nnyi  other  corporal  punishment  upon  the  body,  as  I 
have  done.  I  look  upon  this  to: be  as  easy  a  pwnish-» 
ment^.aa  ener  any  power  of  a  nation,  did  inflict  upon 
a  people,  where  liberty  of  conscience  is  not  granted  t 
and  truly,  friend,  what  advice  to  give  you  in  this  case 
Ir  know  not,  for.  I  cannot* advise  myself,  how  to  de- 
liver myself  out  of  any  of  these  troubles ;  no  other 
than  to  submit,  and  let  the  flood  of  this  persecution 
run  over  us :  and  if  we  be  swallowed  up  of  it,  it  will 
be  well  witk  ua,  because  itis.£br..Qttg  faam4ind  a  good 
conscience  j  which  is  of  more  value  than  the  whole 
world.  Only  this  advice  I  would  give  you,  in  this 
particular ;  not  to  give  or  enter  into  bond  for  yom^ 
good  behaviour^  fox  it  is  of  dangerous  concernnient, 
thou^lj^the  things  proposed  unto  you  s««m  eveKC.so 
fair,  innocent,  and  just,  which  you  may  justly  keep ; 
but  if  one  inforn^er  afterwards  do  put  you  in.  for  me 
least  misdemeanour  in  the  world,  the  iustices  of  the 
owinty  mu8t>  be  judges i then,  trhether  yoirlave  for- 
Prided  yout  boad»  and  not  behaved  yoursdfaocoiding 
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U^  die  tfflior  of  your  bond^  let  yput  innocence  h€ 
Qerw  so  great,  you  must  pay  what  fin^  the  j  unices 
will  lay  upoD  you,  or  lie  in  prison  for  it:  Therefore; 
ny  advioe  is,  to  deliver  up  youp  body  into  prison  at 
tfate  fint,  rather  than  be  bound  for  your  good  beha-* 
vipur ;  for  who  knoweth  what  the  justice  will  call 
good  behaviour?  Keep  the  peace  of  your  mind 
ii4iaterer  you  do,  suffer  merely  for  your  conscience 
Mke;  be  not  guilty  of  the  breach  of  any  law  of  the 
land,  npr  of  the  law  of  God  in  point  of  worship ;  and 
tine  may  produce  deliverance,  either  by  death  ot 
etherwise.  Faith  towards  God,  and  in  the  true  God, 
aikl  patience  in  tribulation,  will  make  persecution  ^ 
for  conscience  sake  very  easy,  and  bear  your  spirit  up 
inall  your  troubles :  and  for  your  further  encourage^ 
ment,  I  shall  give  you  the  same  advice  as  the  apostle 
Paul  did  to  the  believers  of  his  doctrine  of  Chnst,  in 
bis^time;  he  adviseth  them  to  put  on  the  whole 
aimour  of  God,  for  God  hath  armour  to  put  upon  his 
saioto  here  upon  earth,  as  earthly  kin^  have  armour 
to  put  upon  their  captains,  and  mighty  men  of  war; 
o&ly  Gt>d*s  armour  is  spiritual,  and  the  world's 
wmottir  u  temporal,  suitable  to  this  earthly  king^ 
4om :  and  God's  armour  is  spiritu^,  suitable  to  that 
bewoily  kingdom  above  the  stars,  where  his  resi- 
dence is.  Now  this  armour  of  God,  I  do  know  that 
you  and  many  more  hath  put  on  in  part,  above  these 
tmeoity  yeare,  and  now  of  late  more  fully.  The 
trmour  of  God  put  upon  you,  is.  First,  There  was 
fMit  upon  your  head,  after  you  believed  in  the  true 
iS^d,  and  our  report,  there  was  put  upon  your  head 
Afae  beimet  of  sahration,  in  that  the  memory  is  plained 
in  ik%  head ;  so  that  you  shall  never  forget  it  to  etei^ 
«lyi  In  the  second  place,  there  was  a  breast-plaite 
of  righteousness  of  feith  put  upon  your  breast,  wheii 
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yout'beaxt  set  to  your  seaU  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Go^ 
and  man^  in  one  single  person.  Thirdly y  You  being 
true-hearted  to  that  principle  ot  truth  you  received, 
at  the  first  sound  of  this  declaration,  there  was  a 
girdle  of  truth  girded  about  your  waist,  to  strengthen 
you  in  your  principle  you  once  received.  Fourthfy^ 
In  that  your  stedfast  believing  the  doctrine  of :  this 
commission  of  the  Spirit,  your  feet  are  shod  with  thm 
doctrine  of  heavenly  peace.  Fifthly^  When  yoij  &nlt 
heard  ^f  this  Jieavenly  doctrine,  about  twenty  yeMB 
since,  you  received  then  the  shield  of  laith ;  which 
made  you  able  to  oppose  strongly  those  Bcoviooistft 
and  Quakers,  which  would,  and  did,  shoot  t\m€ 
fiery  darts  of  slander  and  reproaches  upon  me  and 
wine ;  thinking  to  have  made  you  revolt  and  decline 
from  me,  and  from  the  truth  you  once  received. 
Sixthly,  That ,  when  you  received  the  truth  first* 
there  was  put  the  two-edged  sword  of  the  Spirit  into 
your  mouth,  tha^t  made  you  able  to  contend  for  the 
faith,  and  to  convince  several,  and  to  convert  some^ 
.and  tp  give  judgment  upon  others,  to  eternity.  So 
jtfajat  the  two-edged  sword  of  the  Spirit  hath  b^n  put 
into  your  mouth,  and  it  hath  proceeded  out  of  your 
mouth,  wme  to  their  eternal  blessedness,  and  :aome 
.to  their  endless  misery^  This  armour  of  God  is. still 
upion  you,  and  upon  all  the  believers  of  4:bis.commis* 
sion  of  the  Spirit :  and  this  armour  must  preserve 
ypu  still,  and  strengthen  you  to  bear,  and  .^ta  suffer 
what^rial  soever  befals  you  in  this  life,  until  tlie.day 
of  your  death.  Then  shall  you. and  I,  and  all  saints* 
put  off  this  armour  of  God,  and  lay  it  doVn  in  the 
idust  for  a  moment,  and  in  the  resurrection  o^r.Grod 
will  make  us  of  the  host  of  heaven^  which  shall  follow 
^ur  God,  our  King,  and  our  R^eemer,  upon  white 
horses,  xdothed  in  white  linen,  white  and  pure ;    this 
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0  God*s  U'mour  we  shall  be  clothed  with  in  heaven^ 
in  the  kingdom  of  glory.  This  is  better  armour  we 
shall  be  clothed  with  in  the  kingdom  of  glory,  than 
that  armour  of  God  was,  which  we  had  upon  us  in 
the  kingdom  of  grace ;  which  being  exposed  to  all 
manner  of  sufferings,  even  to  death  itsel£  But  blessed 
be  the  God  of  truth,  that  clothed  us  with  this  armour 
first,  else  we  should  never  have  been  cl€>4hed  with 
that  glorious  armour  of  heaven,  which  we  shall  never 
put  off  again  to  eternity*  This  is  all  the-  advice  I 
can  give  you  in  this  matter:  I  have  been  more 
lai^e  than  I  thought,  being  not  very  well  in*  health 
these  three  weeks,  nor  am  not  yet ;  I  grow  old  and 
cirazy,  and  writing  is  now  somewhat  burthensome  to 
old  age,  which  formerly  was  very  easy  unto  me,  as 
these  many  writings  of  mine  in  the  world,  and  what 
is  not  yet  seexk,  will  witness  when  lam  gone,  after  mj 
iktath:  yet  I  wbs  willing  ta  add  some  comfort  unto 
you,  to  strengthen  your  spirits  in  these  day^  of 
ffOiiblo;  that  you  may  bear  your  cross  the  more 
easy,  and  take  leave  ;  only  my  lo>e  and  my  wife's, 
remeikibered  unto  yourself,  and  to  your  two  daugfatenr> 
ifid'to  our  dear  friend  Mary  Parker.      . 

I  rfemain  your  friend  in  the  eternal  true  God,  the 
man  Christ  Jesus  in  glory. 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

lAmdony  Augua  6,  1683v 
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A :  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  the  Prophet  hodotoickc 
.  MuggieUm  to  Mrs.  A^njofksmf  living  in  Vorki  lieort 
M^  dhie/rom  I/MuUn,  August  t9,  1683. 

:  TWS  is  <x),  ecrtify  you#  that  I  have  reoeiveili 
from  the  bandaof  Mrs»  mtt^r»  your  letter,  dated  the 
3d.  of  Augusts  1683 ;  f^so  I  received  of  her,  at  the 
sfun^  tupe^  your  kind  token  of  your  love,  which  yon 
sient  by  her,  thirty  shillings,  and  one  shilling  to  diink^ 
ip  remembrance  of  you ;  which  we  did,  for  I  was  glad 
tp.  se^  her^  in  that  I  have  not  seen  her  these  severaV 
yearsi  never  since  her  hu9band's  deaths  and  before^ 
-rr— And  *s  foi;  your  part,  I  do  not  remember  tbaUk 
ever  I  m^w  ypu  in  my  lilfe  rl,  do  reip^mb^rl  did  wnt9 
to  you  m^ny  year^sipjcoi  w^ich  I  did  promise  to.  your 
maid  i^erya^ti  whicbt  at  that  time,  as  I  r^ibember,  did 
deliver  mg  «» t^q  shilling  piece  of  gold,  as  irotay^Miv 
as  a  token  of  your  love  Qt  tblit  tim^*  I  quppose  ttwtt 
letter,  which  you  have  received  so  lon^  since,  doth 
give  you  an  account  of  the  receipt  of  it ;  so  wany 
years  ago  since  I  wrote  to  you,  s^nd  not  hoaripeMi 
answer  from  you  of  the  receipt  of  that  letter  these 
many  years,  I  have  quite  forgot  what  was  contained  in 
it;  but  I  am  very  glad  you  did  receive  it  at  last,  and 
am  very  well  pleased  that  it  was,  and  is,  so  welcoibe 
unto  your  mind,  as  you  have  expressed  both  in  word 
and  deed,  in  that  your  love  hath  far  exceeded  my  ex- 
pectation, or  hearing  from  you  any  more.  But  I  say 
by  this  your  letter,  that  the  good  seed  of  fiuth  was 
sown  in  your  heart  many  years  ago,  by  those  books 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ml 

ted  hiiats  I  and  ytm  aoid  wtis  tbat  good  gtouad,  umI 
I  wai  the  sower  which  God  sent  forth  -to  aow  in  thete 
latter  days.  Reeve  and  Muggleton  hath  sowed  the 
Axstrine  of  truUi,  which  is  the  good  seed  in  this  wdrid ; 
«kd  some  hath  fell  by  theisrsyfiide,  which  tbe.fowis 
and  phantasies  ofmenatad  women hith  picked  up;  ine 
have  cadt  some  of  this  good  seed  Moong  thoms»aiMl 
the  cares  of  this  world  hath  choaked  it  up,  as  sdod  am 
ever  it  began  to  appear,  and  so  came  to  nothuji^. 
likewise  WehaivB  cast  this  good  seed,  wery  miicb  <tf  it, 
into  stojky  ground,  and  it  oanMS  up  Very  quickly  into.a 
bkid^  very  green  and  pleaMut ;  but  when  the  sun  of 
persecution  did  arise,  it  scorched  the  green  blade,  and 
tiMide  it  wither  and  dia  And  scone  m  tim  good  seed 
we  haive  cast  into  good  :grOund ;  as  you  ind  miuiy 
^betB  can  witness  att  this  day«  focMth  :in  Englaiid  and 
IrdAnd.and  other  places  4  inseauich«4httt  theyhactv 
bfitaght  forth  good  fruit,  even  .the  fruittof  t&ith,.8alie 
lliii^;  sQfndttiKtyi/tomeaa  hundosd  foldkofipeiidsjtf 
nundt  the  assarancetof  everlasling:liieaa.ihttnseli>«s( 
whUe  in  diis  life,  in  that  they  did  believe  the  true 
dootrine^  declared  by  us,  thie.  wttneases  of  the  Spint^ 
Ih^btoughtjforthUw.knovrledge  of  the  true  iGod^ii 
bin  iaaak  and  nature^  which  oauseditheos!  to  see  God  1 
fcrnotaiaD.cianlove  God,  but  he  that  doth  knowGrod 
inihii  form  and  nature.;  therefore  said,  this  is  lift 
eternal  to  kaow  the  true  God;  which  no  nian  or 
woman  in  the  world,  at  this  day,  doth  know  the  true 
God  in  his  focni  and  nature,  but  those. imen  and 
Wom^te  CHily,  that  doth  believe  the  doctiinciaikljde^ 
darations  tmtfetfi  in  these  books,  set  forth  by  the 
witnesses. of  the  Spirit;  to  that  wexan  traly/say^nra 
do  know  the  truie  God  id  lus  fdtm  tod  natil^e^  k^tunk 
We  hate  the«a8stinMice  of  eteknatlilifeiabidtBg  ia^'ovle* 
selves.    Likewise  all  tcu6  beUidvfcis  .of  tUs  tibid  and 
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hat  contmiftsion  of  the  Spirit^  hath  tbe  knowledge  of 
the  form  and  nature  of  the  right  devi) ;  so  that  all 
fear  of  seeing  the  devil  is  taken  away  ;  for  the  right 
devil  is  man,  or  Mendinasas ;  because  the  right  deviF 
is  incarnate,  the  devil  became  flesh ;  so  that  no  man 
t^  this  faith  need  to  fear,  or  be  frighted,  at  the  sight 
of  the  devil ;  except  a  man-devH  comes  with  a  war-^ 
rant  to  carry  him  to  jail  for  debt,  or  some  other 
misdemeanon  But  the  whole  world  heth  in  ignorance 
and  darkness  in  the  knowledge  of  the  right  devil,  as 
they  do  in  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  The 
religious,  and  theexpounikrs  of  the  scriptures,  are  a» 
daik  in  these  too  main  points,  of  absolute  necessity 
for  every  man  to  know,  concerning  the  true  God  and 
right  devil; even  as-  the  heathen,  that  never  had  the 
scriptures  to  read;  therefore  all  professors  of  the 
ekristiati'religiofi  hath  created  in;  tberasdves  a  devil 
wMch  God  never*  created^  a- Spirit  without  a  bodj, 
lliat  is  invisible,  to  fright  themsefve^  withaL  Thesid 
two  neat  tnysteries,  and  many  more'bea;v€nly  ^eoretsy 
axe  dedbred  and  plainly  opened  in .  those  books  you 
uBj  you  have  of  mine,  and  of  Lawrence  Claxton ;  aiud 
I  Would  advise  you  to  present'  those  books  you 
have,  for  it  is  hard  to  get  some  of  them  you  have  fbit 
any  money :  and  if  you  do  seriously  vead  them,  I 
make  no  question  but  your  understanding  will  be 
opened  to  comprehend  those  deeper  ^^  arid  secret? 
mysteries  contained  in  those  boofcsj  vwKchiwill  in-^ 
crease  your  faith  and  knowledge  4n  those^  heavenly^ 
triitbs,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  your  o\m  soul,  and 
to  the  joy  of  me,  the  minister  of  glad  tidings  bf  life 
Itod  salvation  to  you  and  others,  even  als  many  as  the 
Lord  our  God  shall  call  to  the  belief  of  the  doctrine 
c^  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  and  to  the  glory  of 
our  God>  the  man  Christ  Jesus  in  glory.    I  perceive 
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that  .you  wereione  of  God's  elect  ^  that  you  were  noi 
overcome  by  the  temptations  of  the  devil  •    For  those 
Quakers,  aod  other  professors,  which  persuaded  you 
to  fling  those  books  in  the  fire.and  bum  them,  for  they 
were  all  ndught ;  I  say  they  were  all  devils,  the  seed  of 
theaerpetit,  and;will  be  damned  to  eternity;  but  in 
that  ydaipreaerved  them  out  of  love  and  care  to  keep 
theoi,  butofloive  to  them,you:have.shewedyourselft6 
bex)neof  God's  elect.vesselsyof  the  seed  of  the  woman  j^ 
of  theseediof  G9d ;  one  that  is  appointed  to  life  and 
salvation,  which  you  shall  have  the  witness  in  your-* 
self,  in  the  believing  and  understanding  these  heavenly 
mysteries  contained  in  those  writings  of  the  prophets 
and  apostles ;  which  is  a  clear  proof  tome,  that  if  you 
had  lived  in  the  days  of  the  prophets,  or  in  the  days 
of  the  apostles,  you  would  have  believed  them ;  and 
would  have  been  saved  by  your  own  faith  in  them,  as 
you  will  now  be  saved  by  your  own  fiaiith  in  us,  the  two 
last  prophets 
the  world.    Fo 
Jews,  who  said 
to  him;  but  as 
we  know  riot  v 
you  had  believeo 

Moses  wrote  of  me ;  so  I  say  that  whosoever  would 
have  believed  the  prophets  and  apostles,  in  their  time, 
will  believe  us  ijow.in  this  last  age.  of  the  world ;  for 
the  prophets  and  apostles  wrote  of  us,  as  I  could 
prove  by  the  scriptures^  but  it  would  be  'too  large. 
And  as  for  the  Quakers  reporting  that  I  was  dead,  I 
cannot  much  blame  them  for  it ;  because  there  was  a 
printed  pamphlet  cried  about  the  streets^*  that  ItitBs 
dead,  and  that  I  died  in  the  Marshalsea,  naming  the 
day  when,  about  fout  years  since :  the  man  thit cried 
the  book,  in  the  same  yard  where  I  dwell,  the  boyis 
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kaowing  I  was  well,  odled  the  mtn  Iving  logoe,  and 
brought  him  to  my  door;  and  when  uie  wxux  saw  me, 
kc  lu^ed  n^  pardon,  and  said  he  woirid  stop  seUii^ 
of  those  books  tfaat  day,  and  so  he  did;  but  many  of 
th^n  was.  spread  up. and  down  London,  and  sent  into 
many  countries,  as  truth;  but  tbeGrod  of  heaven 
hathpeeaervedme  to  this  day  with  my.  life  and  health, 
llbas  I  have  touched  upon  all  the  material  thingtin 
your  letter;  whereby  you  may  know  that  I  am  yet 
ilime.  So  that  I  shall  take  leave  at  present ;  oniy  my 
love»  and  my  wife's  love,  presented  unto  you,  tbou^ 
unknown  by  fiice  to  us  both,  I  remain, 

.     .    Your  £aend  in  iiie  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

If  you  send  any  letters  to  etters 

ttuis  :  These  for  Mr.  Alexam  5  sign 

of  the  three  Tobacco  Pipes,  i  Hill, 

llfondon.  and  it  will  come  safe  vould 
Willingly  hear  whether  you  r© 


i^iSiiPfiSwSSSBiSS^ 


JU  Vofly  ^Mrs,  Anne  Tompkinton's  Blettmgy  gjven  her 
in  the  Pr^phef  ^MiomekeMuggfetw,  dated  m  LtndWt 

4to'^JMei^mHie4rmjfUih$  Jme  Tompkunm, 

I  UNiDER3TAN)P  by.  my  wife*  thatyetun  desina 
af)4  rc«q¥est  is,  that  J  would  give  you  the  blitesiHg  in 
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iiriW%  before  yougo  itit 

t^i'Mb  is  near  at  hahd 
^f  ^biouth  i;  but  when  p 
ediild'  n6t  have  it  by  v 
it  in' Wfitih;^  to  many,  as 
I  feiow  you  ate  Sensible 
rf6h ;'  ahd  1  "know  you 
fhd  bifnflle  of  life  with 
liaiiie  ini£(ht  be*  recorded 
ble^Sfed  of'  the.  Lord,  h 
rii  tlie^ world  'to '  coine. 
shall  say  this  unto  yoii 

derness  of  your  age,  even  a  .  child,  and^  that   the 
seed  of  faith  did  beglii  to  arise  iti  you  about  twelve 
years  ,pif  age,  but  could  not  shew  itself,  for  want  of 
mot^  years  of  age  to  strengthen  your  understanding  ; 
and  that  you  are  but  a  child  as  yet,  though  yaur  un- 
derstanding and  experience  hath  been  much  increased 
in  the  knowledge  of  truth  since  you  came  to  Lon- 
don, and  thatye«4iav6  been  ealled  to-fche-knowledge 
of  the  true  God,  and  to  have  faith  in  this  commis- 
sion of  the  Spirit  in  the  sixth  hour  of  the  d^yx  of 
your  life,  before  you  had  done  either  gooci.  or  evil ; 
for  there  is  but  three  hours  in  which  fevery  man  and 
woman  is  called  t6^  life  and  salvation,  either  by  God's 
service  stirring  up  the  seed  of  faith  in  the  hearts  of 
his  elect,  to  ke^p  themselves  from  actual  sins,  which 
never  heard  ( 
df  God,  or 
m^sefl^et-,  ( 
thedoctririe 
tb  bless  th^i 
db;  and  to  c 
oPtti^thn 

3Z 


Digitized  by 


Google 


546 

one  ^f  the  elect  of  G6d  called  to  life  and  salvation ; 
this  is  to  say^  in  youth  is  the  sixth  hour,  as  it  is  with 
you  and  several  others,  which  I  know ;  the  nintli 
hour  of  the  da^  is  the  middle  age,  the  eleventh 
hour  of  the  day  is  old  age.  These  tnings  I  have  had 
great  experience  of ;  so  likewise  I  have  considered 
your  innocency,  your  tender  ajge,  vour  great  expe- 
rience, and  your  strong  faith  in  tnis  commission  of 
the  Spirit ;  and  to  grant  your  request^  I  do  pro-' 
nounce  you,  Anne  Tompkinson,  one  of  the  blessed  of 
the  Lord,  both  in  soul  and  body,  to  eternity,  where, 
in  the  resurrection,  you  shall  see  the  face  of  my  God 
and  your  God  in  the  kingdom  of  eternal  glory. 

Your  friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETOl^^ 

/ti/y  10, 1684. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  hy  the  Prophet  Lqdotvickc 
Muggleton  to  Mrs.  Ellen  Sudbury^  of  Nottinghfltff^^ 
hearing  date  from  London^  July  19^    1684* .  . 

Bear  Friend  in  the  eternal  TrtUh^  Ellen  Smibury^ 

THIS  is  to  certify  yoa,  that  I  received  your, 
letter  dated  July  8,  1684,.  by  the  hand  of  Mr., 
Delamain,  with  the  two  cheeses,  and  that  which,  was 
written  in  your  note,  to  Mr..  Delamam ;  I  confess  it 
was  a  great  while-  since  I  wrote  to  ypu ;  the  {reason, 
was,  I  l>ad  nothing  of  consequei;fce  to  ground  my, 
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letter  upon  to  write  unto  you,    I  am  glad  to  hear  of 
your  liperty  of  conscience  still,  but  I  perceive  by     j 
your  letter  they  do  proceed  against  you  still,  as  they    / 
do  to  others.     This  persecution  for  conscience,  is  not    j 
onjy  to  you  in  particular,  but  unto  all  persons  what-   / 
soever  in  cities  and  countries,  that  are  dissenters ; 
so  that  all  persons  that  are  concerned  in  it,  are  put 
to  their  shifts  what  course  to  take  to  deliver  them- 
selves from  it.    All  people  would  willingly  keep  the 
peace  of  their  minds,  and  their  estates  also  ;  but  it  is 
a  hard  fhing  in  these  days  to  keep  both  j  therefore 
it  is  that  people  run  some  way,  and  some  another ; 
some  run  beyond  the  sea,  others  follow  the  words  of. 
Christ,  which  gave  liberty  to  his  disciples,  if  they 
were  persecuted  in  one  city  to  fly  into  another ;  this 
is  practised  very  much  in  these  days,  which  is  the 
main  cause  of  so  bad  trading ;   others,  considering 
that  tlieir  persecution  doth  not  reach  to  life,  only  a 
man  must  make  shipwreck  of  his  conscience,  and  con- 
form, to  save  his  estate,  and  to  keep  out  of  prison  ; 
and.  so  lose    the  peace  of  his  mind,    which   is    of 
more  value  than  all  the  world's  riches ;  which  peace 
of  mind,  if  it  be  onCe  lost,  will  be  hard  tc      '   again, 
as  long  as  they  live  in  this  world;  so  that  is  but 

theseTwo  ways  for  you,  and  those  of  this  f  o  pre- 

serve the  peace  of  their  mind,  and  their  e  ;  that 

is^  tp  remove  from  that  place  where  they  are  perse- 
c^ed^  or  to  deliver  themselves  up  to  prison ;  this 
n^ill  preserve  the  peace  of  their  minds,  and  their  es- 
tates both,  if  they  can  submit  to  either  of  those  two ; 
but  if  none  of  this  faith  can  submit  to  cither. of  these 
twQr they  must  suffer.  .  The  loss  of  both  these  things 
I  have  had  experience  of  in  these  late  years,  in  se- 
veral persons  of  this  &ith,  because  they  could  not 
bear  tie  cross,  but  hath  spoiled  the  peace  of  their 
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jninds.hefe,  2Wid  los^  their  assurance  of  eternal  lifo 

hereafter  ;  sotl^atnothmg  but  a  bare  hope  lisi  Ie<Tt  ii) 

thert),  only  to  save  the. riches  of  this  world;  and 

others,  for  a  morsel  of  bread,  to  preserve  thisr^atural 

life.    Afid  as  for  Thotaas 

twice  with  me  about  six  ^ 

datighters,'  and  he  hath  j 

oui^s,  OHQ  John  Thbrpspn, 

i^ife  ke^ps$hop,  and,  sells 

Other  things  iri  Old'Bedla 

time  that  he  did  owe  you 

have  persuaded  hiin  what 

have  riot  seen  hi  in  since 

lient  my  wife  to  hi&  daugl 

London,  or  not,  that  I  w( 

that  h6  was  gone  into  the 

rfiiies  from  London,  but 

again  she  would  sendjhim 

her  mistress,  when  he  com 

of  it ;  and  when  I  have  sj 

you  of  it :  this  is  all  that 

at  present..    Also  I  wouU 

friend  Mrs.  Carter  know  t  ^ 

she. died  the  iCth  day  of,  , 

iri  the  inarning  -^  I  having  ' 

you,  I  thought  it  conveni 

Jif  rs;  Carter  of  it  ai  soon  s  . 

Tliis  is  air  at  present,  o 
love  and  thanks  unto  yoi  ^ 

take  leave,  and  .    ?      ,,^ 

Rqmaia  your  Friend  in  the.  ^qrnal  Tjru|il)i>  j ,  ?  r  t 

I.0DOWICKE  MUOGLETON^   ^ 

-t^ondottyJu^y  19, 16Si.  -^  T 

Pray  pvQs^nt  my  love  to  Mr.  Faiker^  and^  your 
daugl^ters. .  ,  »     •  i  it.  ^\ 
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A   Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  the  propfiet  Lodoxmche 
Mu^gietvn  to  Mf^  James  Whi^tche^dy  cf^ainpr^etn 
:  JE^wj?,  bearing  datefrom^  London^  Augmth2iySM. 

l^nj^Frimiiuih^tfu/sFaUh^  JafrieiffMlthfa4y  .  .  .  ,;  ; 

I  HAVE  read  over  your  letter  you  sent  tp  quit 
friep^  Delamaine,  dated  July  30;  J  684',  wh^eixi  yqii 
jfiBk^^  mention  of  me  to  be  the  J^udge  of  4^is.  gi^^^t^di!^-* 
ferenpe  between  Henry  ^'     ^  ^  ^^^ 

should  do  justice  between' 
beWtometogivejudgj 
doth  both  believe  in  the;  &i 
messenger  of  Ood,  ray  ji^d 
a^pd  terrible  U>  that  person 
veto^sn^s^  and  passion  pi 
inito^ch  outrage^jrajlipgiri 
daloq^jndging  and  condis 
feitljiy  .lyhich  nath  fceen  If 
true  /ajlh  than  hipi^s^f;^  ^^ 
na|;ure  than  hiips^|f ;  (hut 
bietwee^  HaA^fke^^aodryoiilj 
ood^pned  through  yw^U 
so  that  ^i  doth, not  coiiMi:! 
tancQ  between  two  brei^q/}^ 
the  di^rence  had  b9en.in, 
spiritual  debates  pr  mat^ei 
have  gjven  my  jvidgmeot ; 

shajl  T<^ve  it  to  yourselves  to  ag^ee  OT  ffot  ag^^ 
it  liejth  in  your  powe^.  to  forgive  p»D?r  MPW  hj^  ft^i 
knowledging  hi*  sin  agaiprt  you,  becausf^njlft^^ 
sinped  only  a^jwnst  you;  apdif  hfi^otl^,,np(l;iqi(^^ 
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his  sin  against  you^  but  is  hardened,  as  old  Medgate 
was  against  me  upon  a  spiritual  account,  who  said  he 
would  perish  first  before  he  would  confess  his  sin 
against  me  ;  so  it  lieth  in  your  power  to  deal  with 
Hawkesy  to  cast  him  out  C^f  your  society,  and  have  no 
dealings  or  commerce  with  him,  neither  to  eat  or 
drink  with  him^  and  you  will  see  that  all  the  rest  of 
friends  in  your  town  in  a  little  time  will  follow  your 
example,  which  will  be  punishment  enough. to  Henry 
HaM^kes  ;  for  I  understand  by  your  letter,  that  you 
did  employ  Jlenry  Hawkes  to  buy  a  part  of  a  house 
for  you,  but  it  seems  he  had  a  mind  to  get  something 
by  it,  not  that  he  would  do  you  that  kindness  for 
nothing,  therefore  he  bought  it  for  himself,  thinking 
you  would  willingly  hare  given  him  five  pounds,  for 
his  buying  of  it,  seeing  you  had  a  desire  to  have  it 
bought  for  you ;  but  ypu  seeing  he  had, ' tl^rough  co- 
yetousness,  bought  it  for'  himself,  not  for  yoii,  he 
thinking  to  have  got  five  pounds  by  it  ;  but  when 
he  saw  that  you  were  not  willing  to  meddle  inth  it, 
iior  h\if  it  at  all,  this  occasioned  his  passion  to  break 
forth  into  such  base  and  wicked,  reproachful  expres- 
sions, to  ohe  that  was  a  bettei-ms^u  than  hims^elf,  obth 
Siiriiual  and  temporal :'  \fhichif  he  had  sboke  such 
tilrd^  t6  a  mian  or  this  world,  they  wduFd  Mve  made 
his  b^^ 'and  his  purse  to  have  paid  for  it,  and  would 
nothaVe  left  him  worth  a  groat ;  foV  of  all  the  in^n  an<i 
woitten- 1. have  known^  neither  saiht  t)r  devil;  these 
thirty  years,  did  ever  act  or  speak  such  yor^s,  to  one 
i^iclA  he  had  deiliUgs  with,  or  more  especially  tb  one 
of  his  own  fiaiith,  bi^  one  6f  h|s  own  ttriuciple  in  rdi- 
gJot^V  he  hath  derogated  beyond  all  morality  of  na^ 
ture,  much  ^more  of  grace  ;  therefore  I  shall  rela:te  his 
bad  unhuman  wordis  aud  expressions  against  a  bro- 
ther 6f  bb  bwn  £luth,  as  is^  asSertdd  'against  him  by 
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sevefal  witnesses.  ^  foUoweUi :   Hr^r^  That  Henry 
Ha>vke  came  with'oneof  the  constables  to  your  door, 
and  Doctor  Milford,  and  your  cousin  Ladd,  tb^t  is 
now  4^^i  nieanipg  John  Ladd,  and  many  oth^r 
nejghborui-s^  which  you  can  produce  to  witiiess ;  Heniy 
HawkescaJkd  yquliar  and  fool,  saying,  thatypu 
could  nqt  carry  any  errand  over  thie  way,  in  a  most 
abusive  inaniier  did   taunt  and  rail,  and  went  from 
your  door  to  the  B^ack  Lion,  were  bi^otl^er  Thomast 
Ladtd  was  meit.vriih  his  partners;,  where  he  did,  to  the 
great  :gr|ef  of  brptheri  l?hpmas  Ladd,  lash  out  behind 
your  bade  with  the  most  basest  langufige;  saying  you. 
waaa^  great  a  liar  as  one  h^ , named  of  your  fiteiglv 
bour^^who  li^?  under  t))at.O)i^unv  and  that  ypii  wiu»a 
silly  fiqlloMT,  ^pt  fit  to  jcarry  an  errand  five  ro4  i'  ftnd 
furthei;  jb^ess^id,  ypu  hsad  been  distraptecjL  this  half  year«^ 
AslK>i  thiS'I  say,'  if  Hawke;^.  had  npt  been  disjInctcKl 
hin^self  with  envy  and  .madnie^s,  he .  woul4  nevpr,  .)iavo 
uttered  spch.  ipad  expressions  to  a  spbex  mauj  ^H^i  wfitt}' 
mprein  his  senses  tl^ 
for  it;  doth  npt  b^loq 
Whitelif^d  isof,tplj 
tractU)^  pf  bif^n  bek 
ib^p^it^.aipd  Mp^bi 
of  t^(^entil€)s,  but;  ^ 
of  tli^  law  of  Gpd  1? 

G^otileSjf  such  as  Hawkes  is,  through  their  e^cperienc^. 
of  business  in  tj^is  world,  and   their  passionate  hu* 
mpprs^  mwy.  of  them  came  to.  distraction^  and  to  be 
distracted  in :  the  br£^i9,  which  causeth  Uiem  in  the 
heat  pf  their  minds  to  utter  sucl^  expresi ' 
their  >iQpi:|th^,  whiphfare  un§ayp^ry,and 
which  pa;USfeih  r^p^pt^nce>  els^  i^ptbing  h 
loMT^thf.  /  Ae(  to  all  thjfse  l;ias€i^ 
val^ipg  .^ocd^j,  apd  despising  sp^eelie^  < 
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perceive 'by  <yovtr  kJttcr  that  Henry  Hawkes  di^  ac- 
kfttt^ledge  iAi  ' Ault  unto  you, '  and  that  you  did 
a«krt<^ledge' ill' your  letter,  that  you  have  ftMfgiren 
him  thii' tresspass  against  you  before.  But  now,  la^t 
ofaHl^iir  this  month  of  Jiily,  1664,  Henry  Hawkes' 
hatti  cothnaiitted  a  gtiiater  fault  agaitist  y<!>u  than  the 
forittfer  ;for,  say  you,  Mr.  Glarke,  who  owhs  the  pthei* 
patibf  Che  house,  that  is  to  say,  that  part  of  ithfe  house 
tha*'ybU  i;?a»  about  buying  of  Henry  Hawkes,  ybti 
httfib^  4g^ree<!l  with  littn.  liikew'ise  you  say,  for  lio 
<^tlti^t"dau^  lis  you  knov^j  than  for  refusing  td'aJioW 
the  joae  half  of -the  fiveshillihgs  arid  two^penee  chifirge. 
wirtthy^dii  iatd  W««  heedleily  bestpwedj  andthat'Mn' 
eirtrkeiyour'jjartafeif,ahd' yourself,  told  tfce  wttrkmeh' 
th«t  ydu  iriaiiM  not  ■allcKvHeiliy  Hawkes  it ; ;  bufJlie 
h^fbte*  'fpy^ '  ^ner,  Qarke,  >nd  -.  Richard  ,AMis,'  >  dM' 
eall'^'^aMini^d  ktiave^ and danined  togtjje, and' llhaib 
yojfi'wew  *  likely  man  to  btiya  hdusfe^  wiien  ttsyotf 
€rtWfdllltfai'iBil6iiey,  a,nd' couM  not  pay  it.-  These  are? 
abothitlatble^  words,  wMeh  no  rtan^  €quki  or  shptaM| 
hii*^e  boTnfej  trad  he  not  professed  the  satnle  ikithas 
yoWdb^i  ;h<iy#ev«ii  exeept'nedotli'iiepentandacknow- 
ks^gel  his'ftt^  ta  'you,^that  yod  might  feFgire  him,  in 
thttt<h«>havh8inriedt»tiWfisairist  ^oii  in  a ''  h^  nature, 
yew  'mair  ^  a«' I  sard  bewre,  casi!  him  out  of  all  «bi*- 
eei^is'.Witli  yeiii,;  ie^en  -as  the  Jews  did  the  'Satoairltiuik, 
hatfe»'  ttOi'deaJing^=mpith  him.  If  ihchdiise  be  yours 
ati^Gl^¥ke's#hich-HawkesKT^s  in,  and  that  he  doth 
Iji^vinfefcatfthe  *ent  to.  youi'  and  the  other  half  to 
GWrkfe  5"  it'be'be  a  tettaMt-tayow  both,  as  I  perxieiv^ 
he  ly/gh^e 'a  Jettfct  lof  attorney  td  any  dtherman'whbm' 
yiill' te&h'  Wu^ti  •  td  receive  your  part  idf  Ihe  rent?  qtiar- 
tivlvjwf'  h«tf  yeJaH'^  the  tenor  ofiydwr  letee  riinsi!: 
bist'lfhfe'hathtjoileaseiibat  a  tertaht  ttt^iU,  yoii  mift' 
Jdtfeef  witii'MT.  ^aHte,  and  tinrtihim  out  of  the  house? 
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according  to  law,  arid  let  it  to  anoth6i?  to  put  him  out 
of  the  house  ;  then  you  may  do  as  aforesaid,  and  free 
yodrtelf  from  havmg  any  dealings  with  him.  This  is 
all  the  justice  I  can  give  you  in  this  particular  at 
preserit,  but  take  leave, 

And  riemain  your  friend  in  the  eternal  truth,  both 

nattitalfind  spiritua], 

.J        .   .      '  .  ... 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

XoM^iii  August  iOrlGM. 


j^l  po^  of  a  Letter   wrote  by  the  Prophet .  Lodpwicke 

I '  yMMggUii^  40 !  Mra^  EUsn^^fh  Whfi^telyi .  of  Jndeioef', 

>  btisrmg  dtaefrom  London^  dated  Septmbefi  i4tl694tJ 

.l}emFrkiidm.thek»ieF«itb,.Eimibeth.Wliialiefi/y,      .;;,, 


..  ,  .THIS  is  to  ;certify-  ypu,  tha,t  I  biye  read  youri 
l^ter  yQU  aent  tQ:  our  irieja^  liMf  •  Ddamaiq^  <lat|$di 
tbe  3d  o£S€ipte>Qbfli'«  1684 ;  wherein  we  h^ye  receiyfsd' 
tibe  kind  token  of.  y:our  love  al$o  ;  I  a,Bi  glad  to  heai^' 
of ;  lyovr.  good  health,  and  more  espeqia^ly  of  tl^, 
atroM«foitb  you  have  ip  the  psr/sopftl  tfiueiC^pd,  the; 
man  Clhriat  Jiewisin  ^oty  :  |  kniQ¥^  your  faHh  in  \iim, 
H  built  u^n; «  rock,  a  »ure  rock  ; .  which  all  the  fiery^ 
d^rts  of  .reason,  ((the  d^vil  in  man)  shall  not  pret^l 
agaiilsl;  you ;  you  .'being  ftilly  (^9Si»r<d ,  in  yourself, 
w»t.  theve  inn^  devil  to  afir^t  you,  but  men  and 
woQumdevila.    And  your  faith  is  iMiilt  upon  a  glo- 
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rious  spirituit)  personal  God,  in  the  fyfr^J^o(;^i^^^, 
whose  nature  is  ^W  faith,  which  faith  is  aill  power; 
and  you  being  of  the  seed  of  faith^  it  is  the  great 
^upport  of  the  p^ace  of  your  mind  here  ia  this  worlf!,; 
and  doth  give  you  the  assurance  in  yourself,  of  tb?it. 
^teunal  life  and  §l«y  in  the  world  to  come,  JSo  like- 
3iise,giawr;feiitliaa  the  true  God  doth  ^ve  you  ^the 
iknowledgeof  the  right  devil,  his  form  and  nature  ; 
which  knowledge  doth  keep  you  from  all  fears  of  the 
devil  when  you  sec  him,  knowing  in  yourself,  that 
there  is  no  devil  to  be  damned  but  men  and  women : 
for  as  men  and  women  are  the  seed  of  Adam;  which 
is  the  seed  of  God,  are  appointed  to  be  saved,  be- 
cause the  seed  of  faith  is  risen  into  an  act  of  &ith^  to 
believe  God's  messengers  ;  and  jso  come  to  have  as- 
surance of  eternal  life  abiding  in  themselves,  yet  they 
are  but  ipen  and  women .  that  are  to  be  saved  :  .9na 
the  cause  why  men  and  women  are  savted,  is,  b^CaAisk 
they  are  of  the!  seed  of  Adam^  which  is  the » seed^  of 
God,!  and  &^  no  other  .cause;:  So  likewi*^  jUhesews 
no  other  devil  to  he  damned  to  eternity^  but  men  and 
women*  Why  ?  Because  nien  and  tromeii  ^  are  the 
seed  of  the  serpent,  and  the  serpent's  nature,  being 
leasdn  fallen  :  and  no  creature  else  hath  tbe^^e^  <3[ 
reason  in  it,  but  men^and  women  7  tberefort  i*  is;^ 
that  wfa6n  the  seed  of  refa^dn  do^  arise  jitrihab  mtt 
woman,  infto  an '  act  of  ^ebellidn  |  .and  so  the birik(^ 
of  the' moral  law^  vhich  Odd  hath  written ; m  Ithb' 
heartfi^  ofmen  and  women;  then  doth  .the -fe^ir  of 
ei&thii  damnation  iarise  ki  the  heart  of  the  i  seed  ofi 
tlie  serpe^t^  which  are  no  tothigr  but  me«andiw<mien^i 
sbthat.as  Adain  and  hii-'s^d  are  all  appoiirted i«f' 
Godlo  heSaved,iftKrth  oiP*iieft'«ind  mom^m  rs&:likt^ 
wi^«f,'th6  st6r^nt>  eiid  his^eed  are  ^ppointeili^iGoilt 
to  bfe  dattihBd  fc<^eteitii«y,  which  Mknen  aadWaaun  v 
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for  there  is  but  two  seeds,  that  is,  the  seed  of  faith, 
and  the  seed  of  reason  ;  and  herein  lieth  your  eter- 
nal happiness,  and  all  others,   in  that' you  have  be- 
lieved a  true  prophet's  report;  whereby  you  come 
to  know  yourself  to  be  of  the  seed  of  faith,  of  the 
seed  of  Adam,  of  the  seed  of  God-     This  is  that 
peace  of  mind,  and  comfort  of  heart,  which  the 
world  cannot  give  ;  neither  can  any  religious  man  in 
the  world  whatsoever,  attam  to  this  peace  of  mind  and 
comfort  of  heart  in  these  days  ; 
do.l^e|ieye  in  this  commission,  ol 
dddied  these  few  fines,  for  the  in 
cnin^  of  your  feith,  that  your  j 
so  t^e  ntiy  leave  at  present ;  on 
wife**  loVe  and  respects,  presentc 


^     I  i^emain  your  friend  in  the  eternal  triitb,. 
;^  ';       '       LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON- 

••'lx)^(j'oif,  SepfmW  84,  1684. 

•  '  i  pfetceive  you  have  earnest  desire  to  Mr.  Delamain, 
'tb;pif6cure  vou  these  two  books  of  Claxton's  writing  ; 
feiifhely,  The  Dialo^e  betwixt  Faith  and  Reason,  and 
iffc^t! 'book,  ^called,  Look  about  you,  for  that  Devil 
'ib\i^  feaf i  is  Mrithiri  you*  Friend,  it  is  a  great  wonder 
cfeit^  We  could  help  you  to  both,  or  to  either  of  them; 
litit  ^  it  happened,  Mr.  Delamain  looking  over  all 
'hik  liooks;  hfe  'fbiindi  one  Dialogue  that  was  perfect, 
^t/d'tip  mor^j^hnd  I  itiyself  had  the  other  devil  book 
thatwas  JDcrfect,  iand  no  more*  The  price  of  the  one 
IWttlbgue  is  2^.  and  6d\  and  the  other  Is.  and  6d:  our  , 
'frlefld  Delamain  will  take  cate  to  send  them. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Lttter  wrote    hy    the  Prophet  Lodowiekt 
Mugghton  to  Mrs.   Rebecca  Hall,  of  Arnedy^  in 
Xjetcestershiret  bearing  date  from  London,  October  18, 
'  16B4.   ''•'.'  /'  ■   •  •    "'..  V 

Jbtar  friend  in  the  true  faiths  Rebecca  Holly  . , '    1 1  * 

!  is  to  let  you  know,  that  I  saw  a  letter 
o  our  friend  Mr.  Delamaine,  dated  Sepj- 
,  1684.  In  which  letter  I  understand  yj^u 
ir  to  coine  into  a  great  deal  of  troiibji^V 
•  not  going  to  church,  and  not  receiy^pg 
the  Sacrament :  these  two  things  are  of  late  the  snare 
to  catch  every  tender  conscience  ;  and  this  an^re  is 
spread  over  all  the  land  at  this  day,  so  tnat  no 
tender  consc^epqe  can  escape  b^injg  taken  in  this 
snare,  hut  by  suffering  or  conforming ;  so  that  his 
conscience  must  be  wounded  to  save  himself  from 
suffering.  This  sacrament  is  as  a  net  spread  all  over 
the  land^^to  t}atph  not  only,  tb^  /owls  of  t)ie  air^  put 
also  the  fowls,  tl^at.fly  in  tfa^  mids^  of  heaven^ |^f*e 
catched  in  this.net.  To  opea  the  difference  betjYJbpjt 
the  fowls  of  the  airj  and  the  fowls  tha^t  %  in  t^i^ 
midst  of  heaven,  (mark!)  the  fowls  of  the  air.  $e 
these,  viz.  the  dissenting  Presbytf^ry,  Independents, 
Baptists,  and  Quakers.  These  be  the  fowls  of  the 
air^  that  dissent  from  the  church,  and  yet  doth  the 
same  things  among  themselves,  and  do  believe  t;^e 
same  doctrine  as  me  church  doth:  their  God,  isi  aU 
one,  and  their  devil  is  all  one ;  their  h^ven  and  he|l 
are  all  one,  and  their  souls  are  all  immortal,  and  jdo 
slip  out  of  their  bodies^  and  never  dies,  but  goes  to 
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b^Viep.  or  hell,  Tl^  w,  tbc  s^p^rj^  .fl^.jreMfti^  }p,|a^ 
wei^;,  andthesec^of  reaspn  isr^^flai9^^;|j^lvBr,.ii^ 
all  reljgiiops  dis^entoiB  ;tnai^  in  tl»ecpii)mqQ,4g9oraf)^ 
dark  cpiirch  .peoplq.;  th&t  is,  ,tlie  rigbti^94is..}f|W;i9^ 
God  is  riseD,  and  written  in  tl^^r  h^rt§,  morp,  thm 
ip,  oth^  people;  ]Hrhicl|  caqseth  ^hem.ito  ,I?p;  n)Q{^ 
righteous,. tJbiat  is,  niO|e  )egal  righteous^  tip  perfp^^apd 
keep  the  mpral  la\fr;writtea  in  their  heai^sj  th^  thi)$p 
that  are  born  c^urcb!q[ie;n,ia|njdj  never  knei^r  mny  f>th^ 
righteousness  thaipi,  tp  go  to  churqh^ and  to. hear  it 
churchrho^j^  say  crac«,  and  read,, prayer  tp;?t,^hole 
congregation.  These  Pi$se^terq,.afo|rep^i4>^are^|b^ 
fowls  of  the  air,  beg^ise  ;tbe..inmkgins^t^»,Qf  rewQ)^ 
goeth  put  of  them,  seekjng  and  thii>k^ing;,by,re«d*njg 
the  Scriptures,  and  by  their, righteous^  lijea  to.qbtaupi 
eternal  life  c  yet  being  igporanjt  qf  the  true  Gq^i  i  in 
his  form  and  nature,,;  and  the  right  di^viU  xin 
his  form  and  nature  ;  upon  these  two  :fQi;ii|dal]ioaB 
dependeth  the  secret,  d^ree;  and  cpuncitl^^Gfidlcpn- 
ceming  life,  eternal,  apfl  death  ..eternal,  tp  ^a^Xi^mk' 
Icipd.  And  these- foqrl^  of  the  air  being  igi^Qraniti  of 
these  two,  foundation^  z{qf:^e^idf  .that  is'  t^).$iy,[ rthf 
.tc^e  CQd,;^«$-  fofm  an4  ua^VT«»i?nd  thft,.fi^ltt,rt9vU» 
%  ;fpirm  and:  natufej  ,tj»ey  .qs^nnot  euten  4frto,!i««i|: 
UMthe;  can  they;  ha\^e  efterjftal,  liip  ahi^iing-  4li.  AheiUf 
selves ;  for  their  Qod  i^;  ^n  ijii|fii^il<e  ^rjt^  ,wM:hout 
any  body  or  form  at  all  J  hC:  fills  heaiyeq.andiiearji^ 
with  his  vast  spirit,  the  ^ir  and  s41pl?^<7)^<»i  J^cttituot 
hfi  cqjjfined  to  no  particular.placel ;.  neitb«^  in  hftwen 
i^bove,.nor  tW  earthy,  »or  tb^air,  cwhqt.f^Ht^ 
him.  Likewise  they; have  imaigined. ;a-  nt^foi^  dav^i 
a,;frari^  ,without  a  body,  which  »4il.'h^l»we>ri9Ad 
iUiWaips  pf  (^arkiies^.;,  yet  this( chain  .ii9i8pilong,;^t 
he  comes  out  of  helf  mpon,  this, .  W'th*  an^i  intot  Ahf 
air,  and.at  BO,on<-day»  ,to  temptjiiiieii  and  i^mWtAo 
mUrder,  iuid  adultery,  and  all  manner  of  wickedness. 
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Thiis  the  seed  of  reason  ib  all  Di^itentets  fbedeth  upon 
these  ttnii'  notions  i ,  therefo^  bkJled  the  fowls  of  the 
air,  B*itfhe  fowls  thdt  fljr  ift  the  mic(s|;  6f  heaven, 
are  the  saints  that  are  Dissenters.  And  -why  db  they 
dtssient-  from  the  cl^iirclh?  'Because  .fbey  kiioiw  the 
true'  God,  ih  his  form'  and  nature ;  and  tfaerefote 
they  swye  God,  because  they  know  God ;  fi;>r'  it  if 
lift!  •  eternal  to  know  •  thie  true  God .  '  Lik^ewisb  we 
ki]k>Mr  the  Hghfr  deril,  ih  his  forin  and  naiture ;  ther6> 
fote  We?  do  not-  fear  any  dHi6r  derii  but  the  men 
devib  tbalt  ^eekefh  to  devour  us,. in.  bur' lives  and 
«Statels;  -ferl  am  sure.no  other 'deyU  caii  do  us  ahy 
htaini  btit  mien  aiid  women  devils.  .  And  We,  the 
ifowls  thaCt'fly  in  the  midist  of '  hieaven,  we  do  receive 
the' l(rue sacrament  every  we^k;!  because  we  do,  by 
feith,iebttbe^esh' of  God,  and  drink,  the  blood  of 
Godv'  w»d'  feed  tipon  the  •  true  God  •  in  our  hearts,  by 
Ailik  witli  thanksgiving,     i 

'  I'hapre  admimstered  this  sacrament  id  many,  and 
^oui  and  several  othenf  of  the  fowls  that  fly  in  the 
lAidStf'of  heaven,  hive  'received  *the  true  sacrament 
«^'thd  Lbrd's  Supper,  in  that  they  have  eat  the  flesh 
<^f 'CJhi'lst,  whidi  IS  God  ^become'fl^sh ;  and  thef  have 
drortk  tlie  blood  of  ChHSt,  which' ii  the  ^lb6d  of  God ; 
fOf  God<:duid  not  become  flesh  Without  Wdod,  fiw 
bb  iithig-  fle^  caii  h6  without  blood,  for  \)\6od  is 
«!he  lifb  of  the  flesh;  itheftfore  it  was  as  Chirbt 
said  llrhien  he  was  itpon  earth,  Except  ye  eiii  inyj^ih, 
Und'druik  my-  blddd,ye  have  nol^in  you  ;  thkt  is,  you 
hkve  ito  assurance  of  ieferhal  life  abidiiig  ^n  you. 
tMFow*y6t*  tteit  have  bdieved  oiir  report,  who  are  the 
witoessas  of  this  Spirit!  as- you  say,  let' ii&  ciiilifort 
citiHelves  iti  the  ScHptiires  of  truth,  and  lii  the  jirb- 
Iphfett'  wikiri^,  that  biat^  iHtiidss  16  *thfe'thrtH  of 
tft<tttt»  'Thfese  words'  :<rfydiirsp^pG^feifs*'fiblh  tTic 
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strenigth;  of,  yoifi;.  faiths,, iwbic^  .faith  Of  yoursi  v\\\ 
maMce ^q^  pejjfeqtlyi  i^^hple^,** (tp  tbft  peme,  pf  yjpiur 
mind  h?re  tn,  this  )i|e^  and  to  eternal  life  in  the  w^rkl- 
■to  come,  bie«au$ie  you  have  believed  our  FepoKt;  .^nd' 
bayq  b^lii^yed  ouf  report,  and  bath  bedieyed;  ow  dopr; 
tr^e,  cPHQerqing;  the .  Rue ,  God,  in;  his .  fpri^  ,s^nd>  nar- 
tutr^M  a^  h^.^  he  bf^an^  fi^h,  a^  puf;  ^itMigS;  lij^tfl; 
dcjclSredj  ;so:tha^t,by.y^wr  faitii  in  ikh^mn  .yoi| 4p  Wtj 
the  flg^  pf  G^,;ftP<}idri»k;.bi9  bloofd ; ,  9p  that  iywii 
miqd  ^pth  feed  upo«  tfeefle^ipf  Qpd,,and  driptRibis 
blopd  /Qpptil»«aMy.)   Tbia  is  tb^i  ti^e  ,$pii^tq^l  s^fin^r! 
xae^  pf  tb*.  Jx)fd'?  3«ipper»  yt)a\ck[  we^,  thie;  fowl?  tlwtt 
fly  ppitbQ,<nJdst;Qf,b(eav/ep,.dK^/pafiof  while} i^p  liv^jiiv 
this. world;;  thi^  fles^^o^  Qpd  Js  v(^%  .^nc^pdAi  and: 
lus  hkfodijs  idrwilt  infixed.  Wfeis  n^ea^  ^i  d^okl  Mik 
t9.tv^,X\\^  9on\i  80  tb^t ,  it,  >dfiXh ,  tljirsfr ,  iv>  mp^t.  npr 
hqpgeir  ,npjnprp»  after,  s^lv^ipp,  nor  efi^msi  ,mk 
bectv 
l*fp,  i 
beli^ 
&inri< 

S£M;;ra 
this  I 

tbfil 
untp 

lity« 
shall 
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apd6tte«  did, 'by  their  pre^ingj  invite  the  f6wh  of 
beavtii  in  tbdi*  tinieto  8«p,  thM  is; 'to  bdlejte  in  the 
riame^'df  the  Lord  JesusGhristj  they  did  sup  with 
^bd,  iso' likewise  Reeve  and  Muggletori,  the  two  last 
pi^hdts  and  witnesses  of  the  Spirit^  G6d  hath  cho- 
s^  lis  two  in  this  last  age,  tb  meet  God's  eleet,  the 
ftiwli  pi  heaven,  and  you  being  one,  and  you  have 
b^lievied  6(ir  declaration-cbnceriiing  the  true  God, 
htiw^iiebecatn^ 'flesh j  Unddwelb  amongst  men,  and 
hiir^ly'SU^pedwiih  them  here  in  mottalityj  you  sfadl 
bti'iftvitfed  to  stfp  "wit 
gk»fjr?'^iidth[ac#hei 
yt'nV^fe^n'ha'rii  to'sup 

^g6:t4>!ea^,'%i}t  b«  1  ! 

^Bd'tbeflesl^df  peta*  \ 

imiUeA  b^oAib,  atid  -th  I 

iMnht  flesh  dfbto^  f 

ixMbl^eittbe '^keV'both 
ni^detf^'  eb^t&bles,  i 
6«itfe.^'ThW«upip!^rW 
b«Fliatti<gkb^red'bis< 
the!*>Ui' Wihdiijdt  the 
#«ietf<6n/.Wh<bn'<the  shi 

^atak  ybu'b^iie^  h 
th4^f6imkt^'^dkpoi 

Whiiili'if  "hHire  pttpiti 
^«^e§,  ^)^ftaiiti<>UglJ 
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which  are  called  in  Scripture  reprobates,  goats ;'  in 
the  resurrection  they  shall  stand  on  God's  left  hand  ; 
tie  shall  say,  Gojfc  cursed  into  heil-fire,  which  was  pre- 
pared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels;  because^  when  he 
was  upon  earth,  you  persecuted  me,  and  put  me  to 
death,  thinking  in  yourselves  tlmt  I  should  never 
rise  again.  Also,  you  persecuted  the  prophets,  and 
did  kin  them  that  did  foretel  of  my  coming ;  and  ye 
persecuted  my  servants  and  messengers  1  sent  unto 
you  in  all  a^es ;  therefore  go  ye  cursed,  both  gre^t 
and  small»  into  everlasting  torments,  where  there  ts 
weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth  for  evermore.  Then 
shall  all  the  prophets,  apostles,  and  we  the  witnesses 
of  the  Spirit,  and  you  tne  fowl§  of  heaven,  shall  sup 
with  the  great  God  of  heaven,  that  redeemed  us  witti 
his  own  blood :  so  that  God  himself  with  us  shall 
eat  the  flesh  of  these  persecuting  reprobates  before- 
said.  That  is,  God  himself,  the  prophets,  and  apostles, 
and  we  the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit,  and  you  the  fowls 
of  heaven,  shall  rejoice  in  the  everlasting  damnation 
of  these  your  enemies,  the  whole  race  of  that  serpent- 
devil  Cain ;  the  first  man  devil  in  flesh.  For  this 
'will  be  the  last  supper  that  God  will  ever  make  with 
his  saints,  because  there  will  be  no  wickedness  acted 
between  the  seed  of  Grod,  and  the  seed  of  the  serpent, 
for  ever,  to  eternity ;  and  this  is  that  we  shall  eat  to 
eternity,  which  will  be  our  joy.  Thus,  with  my  true 
love,  and  my  wife's  true  love»  remembered  unto  your- 
self, I  take  leaver  and  remain 

Your  friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

<  LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

,  J^INfeir,  Octofor  la,  1684. 
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Dear  friend, 

I  PERCEIVE,  by  your  letter,  you  have  pro* 
posed  several  ways  to  yourself,  what  course  you 
should  take,  how  to  deliver  yourself  out  of  this  per- 
secution for  conscience  sake,  and  yet  keep  your  con- 
science free,  that  the  peace  of  your  mind  may  not  be 
lost ;  for  I  perceive  that  the  churchwardens  and  the 
constables  have  taken  their  oaths  at  the  Sessions, 
which  the  justices  keeps  to  persecute  their  neigh* 
bours  for  conscience  saKC ;  so  that  the  churchwar- 
dens and  the  constables  are  the  informers  ag&inst 
you,  and  hath  put  your  name  into  court,  I  perceive 
for  one  month,  which  will  cost  you  twenhr  pounds, 
by  the  law  which  was  made  in  Queen  Elizabeth^s 
days  against  the  Papists ;  but  now  in  these  days  it 
is  put  m  execution  against  all  dissenting  Protestants. 
There  is  three  ways  to  punish  all  kinds  of  Dissenters, 
both  rich  and  poor:  First,  They  proceed  upon  rich 
by  Queen  Elizabeth's  law,  aforesaid,  upon  the 
twenty  pound  act,  to  take  their  goods,  and  not  their 
persons  to  prison.  Secondly,  They  proceed  ageunst 
the  poor  Dissenters  by  way  of  excommunication, 
that  they  might  keep  their  persons  in  prison,  and 
not  their  goods ;  so  that  many  of  the  rich  do  con- 
form to  save  their  goods ;  and  many  of  the  poor  do 
conform  to  save  their  persons  out  of  prison  thereby. 
'J  he  law  whereby  they  do  persecute  Dissenters  is  for 
meetings;  the  speaker  twenty  pounds,  the  house- 
keeper twenty  pounds  ;  and  if  any  hearen  be  rich, 
he  must  pay  We  shillings  a  man,  for  a  hundred  per- 
sons, which  they  will  levy  upon  his  goods.  This  law 
was  made  by  the  Parliament  since  the  King  was 
^stored ;  now  you  being  rich  is  well  known  to  the 
informers  aforesaid,  therefore  your  persecution  is 
grounded  upon  Queen  Elizabeth's   law   aforesaid 
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Now  you  have  thought  upon  several  ways  to  deliver 
yourself  from  all ;  but  I  cannot  say  that  any  of  these 
ways  you  have  proposed  to  yourself  will  do  you  any 
good ;  but  the  remedy  will  be  worse  than  th^  dis- 
ease. First,  You  say  you  tdld  the  churchwardens 
you  thought  to  go  to  your  mother,  and  then,  if  she 
were  questioned  about  it,  they  may  say  you  were 
gone  from  home.  This  will  do  you  no  good,  except 
you  could  carry  your  lands,  your  chattels,  your 
corn,  and  all  that  you  have  in  the  bouse,  and  all  upon 
the  ground,  along  with  you  to  your  mother;  for  it 
is  your  goodiT  that  they  come  for,  or  your  money,  and 
not  for  your  person.  Secondly,  You  say,  if  they^ 
bring  you  into  trouble,  you  say  you  shall  be  fain  to 
move  to  some  other  place.  To  this  I  say,  unless 
you  could  remove  your  land,  and  all  your  other 
goods,  to  some  other  place,  it  will  do  you  no  good. 
Thirdly,  You  say  you  think  you  shall  be  willing  to  go 
to  prison.  To  this  I  say,  they  will  not  let  you  go  to 
prison,  neither  will  they  put  you  into  prison;  and  if 
you  go  to  prison  before  you  take  your  land  and  goods^ 
with  you,  else  that  will  do  you  no  ^ood  at  all^ 
Faurtbly,  You  say  you  think  you  shall  be  forced  to 
make  over  your  chatties  and  goods  to  some  of  your* 
friends,  for  the  use  of  your  children.  This  you  may 
do  according  to  law ;  but  your  land  must  be  macte 
over  also;  but  this  I  must  tell  you,  if  you  should 
make  over  your  estate  to  any  friend  whatsoever,  your 
condition  will  be  seven  times  worse  than  to  stand  to 
the. persecution  of  the  nation,  let  t^eir  persecution 
extend  ever  so  far.  Therefore  let  Ine  advise  you, 
that  is  now  a  freed  woman,  a  widow,  that  hath  full 
power  as  amr  lord  in  the  land,  over  your  husband's 
estate,  for  the  good  of  your  children ;  and  though 
there  be  overseers,  yet  the  power  lieth  wholly  in  you, 
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as  it  did  in  the  man ;  so  you  are  the  lad/ of  all/  and 
hath  the  possession  of  alU  as  your  husband  had ;  and 
for  you  to  make  over  your  estate  to  another  man* 
you  will  become  a  mere  servant,  and  your  children 
mere  servants  to  another  man;  therefore  1  will  give 
you  my  advice  and  iudgment  in  this  matter:  I  have 
always  given  my  aovice  and  judgment  for  the  widow 
and  the  fatherless^  for  their  good^  and  those  that  did 
follow  it  did  prosper ;  and  Uiose  that  would  not,  if 
they  did  miscarry >  I  could  not  help  it  Therefore  my. 
advice  to  yout  and  judgment  is,  that  you  should  not 
make  over  your  estate  to  any  man,  nor  to  remove  to 
any  other  place ;  but  keep  at  Amesby  for  the  good  of 
your  children*  Neither  let  your  mother  be  grieved^ 
but  let  your  enemies  proceed  as  &r  against  you  a& 
they  wiA;  and  when  ttiey  come  with  their  warrant  to 
seize  your  goods  for  the  twenty  pounds,  do  vou  pay 
them  the  twenty  pounds  down  quietly,  and  let  them 
not  be  put  to  that  trouble  to  seize  your  goods ;  and  it 
will  convince  and  melt  the  hearts  of  the  most  impla- 
cable enemies  you  have,  in  that  you  know  you  are  an 
innocent,  harmless  woman,  that  suffers  this  only  to 
keep  the  peace  of  your  conscience ;  so  that  perhaps 
they  may  never  trouble  you  more :  if  they  should 
trouble  you  again,  I  am  confident  it  will  be  a  great 
while  first*  Thus  I  have  given  you  the  best  and 
safest  advice  I  can  in  this  matter. 

Your  friend, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Lotkkny  October  IS^  IGSt. 
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A  Copgf  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  the  Prophet  Lodamkke 
Miiggkton  to  Mrs.  Arm  Jackion^  of  York^  bearing* 
date  from  London,  October  18,  1684. 

lUnd  and  UviHg  F)riend  iM  ike  ime  FMh^  Ann  Jacksm     ■       : 

I  SAW  a  letter  of  yours  to  Mri«  Hatter,  dated 
August  27)  1683;  in  which  letter  of  yours  to  Mtb^ 
Hatter,  you  do  order  her  to  pay  forty  shillings  to  my' 
wife ;  and  you  give  it  her  to  buy  a  piece  of  plate,  as^ 
a  token  of  your  love*  I  ctinfess  your  love  is  vciy 
great  ibr  truth's  sake,  for  I  know  of  no  other  tiiduce*^ 
jnent  to  move  vou  thereunto;  for  I  nor  my  wife 
never  saw  your  race  in  our  lives^  I  think,  nor  you  us, 
neither  had  I  ever  any  concerns  in  temporal  matteni 
with  you ;  so  that  your  &ith '  in  those  bodds^  tad 
writings  of  ours,  the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit,  iihatli 
opened  yodr  eyes  to  see,  and  your  ears  to  hear^  and 
your  heart  to  understand  the  things  that  belong  t6 
your  peace  of  mind  here  in  this  life,  and  ia  thd  kverkl 
to  come  life  everlasting ;  in  thaik  by  your  fiudi  ymi  da 
understand  the  form  and  nature  of  the  true  God  i  so 
that  you  do  know  God ;  ibr  none  can  love  Goil>;  but 
those  that  know  God  in  his  .form  and  nature ;  whiclir 
none  in  the  world  doth,  hut  those  that  have  £ai|di  in 
this  commission  oft  the  Spirit.  likewise  bgf.  your 
fitith  ybu  do^understand  the  form  and  natme  of  tbe 
right  devil;  which  knowledge  of  the  right  devil,  it 
casteth  out  all  fears  of  seeing  amr  invisible  devil  whatM 
soever,  that  hath  ho  bodj.  These  are  two  great 
t  Seriptur^  ^aketh^  of,  knd  upon  mese^ 


mysteries  the 

two,  the  mystery  of  God'become  fleshi  aud'the  mvs- 

tex^  of  ^  devil  b^ofj^e  ^e^  |)ro<;^4^tb  pU^  p|;^er 
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spiritual  and  heavenly  knowledge,  and  secret  decree 
and  council  of  God,  concerning  the  weal  and  woe  of 
all  mankind  in  the  worlds  which  is  hid  from  the  world, 
in  that  their  eyes  are  blinded,  and  are  kept  in  chains 
of  darkness  in  their  own  mindis  until  the  Ifist  day,  even 
to  the  end  of  the  world ;  so  that  none  can  be  parta- 
kers of  these  heavenly  and  spiritual  enjoyments,  and 
assurance  in  this  Ufe,  but  those  few  that  luive  believed 
dur  report,  and  doth  understand  tiiose  two  great 
iBybtenes  aforesaid ;  therefore  I  may  truly  say  unto 
you,  as  Christ  did,  when  on  earth.  Blamed  are  your 
mftt  that  se€  ui  imha  diitance^  and  your  ears  thai  hear, 
and  y9ur  heart,  that  understands  these  things,  that  you 
hiofoe  read  at  such  a  great  disUmce  ;  whom  I  fiever  saw, 
mrdisoaursed  uMth. 

.  iTfais/ b  to.  idertify  you,  that  Mrs.  Hatter  was  in 
the  oamitry^  with  her  children,  at  that  time,  when  you 
flMft  thkt  ktter,  dated  August  27,  1683,  only  her  son 
Jametf  iwaBinjLoBdon,  andit  was  almost  August  again 
bcfore^ftheoame to  London ;  and  upon  the  13th  day  of 
August,  1684,  my  wife  received  tne  forty  shillings  of 
Mri.lfattcr,  and  she  bought  a  piece  of  plate,  which  is 
oAymoidiMcA^,  and  will  keep  it  for  your  soJce ;  and 
ifothiffiv^  yoa  many  Uianks  ror  your  great  kindness. 
Iio^ukl  nbt  irrite  to  you  before  liow,  till  the  thing 
itesiaeconipUshed,  that  I  might  certiAr  you  of  the 
Bcccaptof  it;i  neither  have  I  had  time  of  late  to  write, 
tfaioiigbbneote^bn  or  ot^er.  Thus,  with  my  love, 
mid  mywife^s  lone  .remembered  unto  you,  I  take 
leavisii/ahdinoiMitniyour  friend  in  the  true  faith,  in  the 
tnid  pelsBoilal  .Ged^  the  man  .Christ  Jesus  in  ^lory, 

''  ^^y  Jabiei  D6e  delivei*  thii  letter  to  Mrs.  Ami 
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Jacfesoh,  directed  foi^  hia  loving  sister  Jane  Doe,  in 
theBeilieren,  m  York^  but  for  Mrs.  Ann  Jackaon,  of 
tbessiniecitj. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  '/y  the  Prophet  Lodowkke 
Mmggkton  to  Mrs.  Rebecca  Hall,  of  Jmettfy,  in 
Leieeiterskiret  betuing  date  from  London,  January  %% 
1684-6.  * 

Dew  BieMU^tkitlermiiruA^Jtaeeta  Haiti 

I  SAW  a- tetter  of  yours,  sent  lately  to  our 
friend  Mr.  Delaraaine,  wherein  you  sent  him  a  token 
of  your  love^  and  another  to  me ;  in  which  letter  of 
yours  I  find  that  your  faith  dotii  grow  very  strong  in 
the  doctrine  of  the  true  God  being  in  the  form  of  man, 
and  in  us  the  witnesses  of  :the  Spirit^  which  doth 
comfort  your  soul^^^nd  bear  up  your  spirit,  in  the 
troubles  you  do  and  «hall.  meet  with,  in  this  trouhlcr 
some  world ;  which  I  am  glad  to  hear  of  your  strong 
/aith  in  that  personal  God;  the;  JVf  an  Christ  Jesus,  navr 
in  glory,  as  our  writings  bayc;  declared.  And  blessed 
are  you  that  have  bdiev^d  our  report;  to  such  af 
you,  and  no  other,  is  the  arm  of  the  ljord>  saviqg 
health  revealed  unto* 

Also  I  find  by  yoiir  letter,,  that  your  troubles  ar^ 
like  to  increase  more  and  more.  You  say  tliat  youf 
brother  Barker  told  you,  when  jbe  was  at  your  house^ 
Chat  you  was, indicted  for  one  month;  and  that  at 
Micluielmas  a6siae»;  and  that  he  wrote  you  word,  that 
if  you  did  not  come  to  church  before  the  next  ses- 
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sioiis,  be  thought  that  you  might l>e  iailietedfor  tfarae 
moDtbs^  and  m  the  court  too«.  Ni^w  ri¥hat  he  mearit 
by  the  court  too,  I  cannot  tell ;  neither  doth  he  nor 
you  relate  who  it  was  that  put  you  into  the  sessions- 
court  first,  at  Michaelmas,  for  one  month ;  whether 
it  was  the  churchwardens  of  your  town;  or  the  con- 
stable of  your  town,  which  you  say  presented  you : 
which  of  these  it  was  you  have  not  declared,  nor, .  I 

ferceive,  do  well  know ;  and  why  your  brother  Bar- 
er should  write  for  you  to  come  to  church  before 
the  next  sessions,  else  he  thinks  you  will  be  indicted 
for  three  months.  As  to  this  advice  of  yovr  brolfher 
Barker,  you  cannot  do ;  for  if  you  should  appear  at 
church,  the  minister  must  be  made  acquainted  with  it, 
and  he  will  examine  you,  and  you  must  stay  and  hear 
comhion-prayer  read,  called  divine  service;  alid  then 
he  will  tell  you  of  a  sacrament  that  you  must  receive^ 
and  that  he  will  give  ybu  a  certificate  to  carry  to  the 
justices  at  the  sessions,  and  so  you  may  save  your 
goods,  and  lose  the  peace  of  your  mind,  wJiich  is  o£ 
more  value  than  the  whole  world* 

Likewise  you  say,  you  were  presented  by  the  cm^ 
stable  of  your  town,  and  not  by  the  diurcbwardmis : 
and  you  speak  as  if  you  are  loth  it  should  come  to  aa 
excommunication.  Likewise  you  desire  to  know, 
whether  you  had  best  take  a  lawyer's  advice,  or  wher 
ther  they  can  excommunicate  you  if  you  go  from 
Amesby .  I  cannot  understand  how  thejr  should  pro- 
ceed against  you  in  the  spiritual  com*t,  to  excommuT 
nicate  you ;  and  sue  you,  or  indict  you,  upon  the 
twenty  pounds  act  also.  For  excommunication  is 
alip^ays  out  of  the  sfnritual  court,  and  that  extends 
no  'further  than  to  put  your  person  in  prason,  and  to 
keep  you  there  untit  you  do  conform,  and  to  pay  the 
charges  of  the  court  besides.     Beiwe  tfa^  excoMmu^ 
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HHUite  you,  tbey  are  to  cite  yon  before  the  chief 
dioctor  of  that  court,  and  to  instruct  you»  and  to  give 
yo«  time  to  conform ;  and  after  that  time  is  expired 
Ihat  was  given  you,  if  you  do  not  conform » they  must 
publish  your  excommunication  in  your  own  church, 
hy  your  own  minister  of  your  town.  Do  you  know 
sHbo  it  is  that  doth  prosecute  you  in  this  spiritual 
court?  Or  do  you  know  who  hath  presented  yoi( 
toto  thifl  spiritual  court  ?  or  whether  they  have  pro-* 
Cloeded,  and  how  far,  in  relation  to  an  excommunica* 
tiun  ?  If  you  know  these  things,  it  will  be  your  best 
Qoune  to  employ  a  proctor  that  belongs  to  that  court; 
}ie  CM  do  you  the  best  good  to  get  you  off,  for  money, 
of  any  man. 

likewise  I  perceive  by  your  letter,  that  they  pro- 
fCCttte  you  in  both  courts,  both  in  the  spiritual  court, 
undin  the  temporal  court,  where  the  justices  of  the 
pcface  are  to  be  judges ;  and  both  for  one  thing,  for  not 
coming  to  church  to  hear  common  prayer,  called  di-> 
ywe service;  and  receiving  the  sacrament,  which  is  a 
¥«ry  cruel  deed  to  the  widow,  apd  the  fatherless  c^il- 
dion ;  that  is  to  say,  the  clergymen,  they  are  to  have 
ymir  soul  and  body  into  a  prison,  whereby  to  make 
you  confess,  that  you  might  utterly  destroy  the  peace 
of  yiourmind,  and  that  your  faith  might  fail  in  you; 
M>  tb»t  they  might  have  full  power  over  you,  both  in 
«Out  and  body. 

: .  And  as  for  the  temporal  court,  the  justices  of  the 
{)e$ce,  tbey  are  to  prosecute  you  upon  the  twenty 
pounds  act,  made  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  days,  and 
tbely  canle  by  tiiis  act  for  your  goods,  and  not  for 
J^pitr  body  and  soul.  The  justices  have  left  your 
body  mod  soul  to  those  pretended  spiritual  men,  as 
jbbf  priosts  of  the  nation.  I  confess  these  things  are 
fwy  hard  to  be  done  unto  the  widow  and  fatherless 
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children;  to  suffer  thus  merely  for  conseiencd  sakr^ 
having  broke  no  temporal  nor  moral  law  of  the  lamf ; 
for  the  conscience  belongs  to  God  only  to  judge  of,  amd 
not  to  man.  You  are  edged  in  on  both  sids ;  so  that  it  is 
hard  to  give  you  any  advice  to  do  you  good  :  but  this  I 
say,  you  had  better  fell  into  the  hiands  of  the  jastjces 
of  the  peace,  rather  than  into  the  hands  of  the  pre- 
tended spiritual  men ;  because  the  justices  will  be 
content  with  your  goods,  or  money ;  but  the  other 
will  not  be  content  without  your  soul  and  bodjdoth 
conform  unto  their  worship ;  which  you  .(^mn6t  do 
without  destroying  the  peace  of  your  own  soul,  which 
is  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  understaiisdmg  ; 
a  peace  which  the  world  cannot  give. 

Now  I  perceive  by  your  letter,  that  you  had  rather 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  justices,  to  take  awtErjr 
your  goods,  than  into  the  hands  of  the  clergy,  tljat 
will  keep  soul  and  body  in  prison,  except  you  will  fell 
down  and  worship  that  great  image  of  common 
prayer,  called  divine  service,  and  receive  the  sacrament 
to  eat  a  bit  of  bread,  and  to  drink  a  spoonful  or  two 
of  wine,  and  so  destroy,  and  make  shipwreck  of,  the 
peace  of  your  mind,  and  of  that  comfort  and  assurance 
ofeverlasting  life,  which  you  have  received  already,  by 
eating  by  faith  in  your  heart  the  flesh  of  Christ,  which 
is  the  flesh  of  God  ;  and  in  that  you  have  drank  the 
blood  of  Christ,  which  is  the  blood  of  God.  This  is 
the  true  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper ;  for  the  flesh 
of  God  is  meat  indeed,  and  this  blood  of  God  is  drink 
indeed ;  and  as  oft  as  you  do  eat  of  this  bread  of  Grod, 
and  drink  of  this  blood  of  God,  you  cannot  choose  but 
remember  that  comfort,  joy,  and  assurance  of  eternal 
.  Ufe.  abiding  in  your  own  soul,  abiding  in  you  whilst  in 
this  world ;  besides  those  unspeakable  pleasures  in  the 
kingdom  of  glory,  where  you  shall  see  your  God, 
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whose  flesh  3rou  did  eat  of  here  in  this  life.  I  say, 
yxtu  shali'see  the  same  God^  in  the  same  flesh  ^lorifi^, 
which  you  did  eat  of  here  in  this  life,  in  his  bright 
burning  glory,  face  to  face,  in  his  eternal  kingdom  of 
glory ;  which  whosoever  doth  eat  that  bit  of  bread, 
and  drink  that  spoonful  or  two  of  wine,  in  a  sacra- 
mental way^  as  an  ordinance  of  God,  against  his  con- 
science, to  keep  himself  from  sufiering,  he  doth  eat 
and  drink  his  own  damnation,  not  discerning  the 
Lord's  body ;  he  doing  that  which  is  so  directly 
against  his  own  conscience.  It  is  a  dangerous  thing  to 
worship  a  God,  which  he  knows  is  not  the  true 
God. 

Dear  friend,  I  would  willingly  give  you  the  best  and 
safest  advice,  so  far  as  I  understand,  in  this  business 
of  yours,  that  you  might  keep  the  peace  of  your  mind 
thatyour  own  conscience  may  not  condemn  you ;  that 
you  may  always  look  with  boldness  to  the  throne  of 
grace.  For  the  conscience  of  every  man  is  of  God's 
side,  1^  pleadeth  for  him ;  and  that  you  might  come 
off  the  great  troubles  you  are  like  now  to  go  through, 
as  easy,  and  with  as  little  loss,  as  you  can ; — which  is 
this ;  if  you  be  indicted  and  presented  into  no  court,  - 
but  the  court  of  justices  of  the  peace,  which  pro- 
secute you  only  upon  the  twenty  pounds  act,  theri  I 
look  uponrit  your  best  course  to  go  yourself  in  person 
to  one  or  more  of  the  moderate  justices  of  the  peace, 
and  plead  with  him,  that  you  sre  a  widow,  and  hath- 
so  many  small  diildren  to  bring  up;  and  that  you* 
neiHtr  broke  any  of  the  King's  temporal  laws ;  neitheh 
did  you  ever  go  to  any  private  meeting,  contrary  tb- 
the  act  of  parliament;  you  always  went  while  your 
husband  lived,  to  the  church  of  England,  and  since  your 
husband  died  you  have  stayed  at  home,  and  do  read 
the  Bible^  which  is  the  scriptures,  and  am  very  well, 
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[satisfied  in  my  mind,  and  hath  peace  ofxonteienee  46* 
vards  God,  aod  peace  with  all  men  i  I  do  wvol^  Ut 
no  man ;  I  meddle  with  no  man  about  religion ;  (ftvety 
man  ought  to  worship  God  as  his  conscience  doth 
dictate  to  hiih ;  and  if  any  person  should  do  any  thio|| 
contrary  to  his  conscience,  his  own  conscience  iFiU 
condemn  him ;  which  if  I  should  do»  that  which  I  am. 
indicted  for^  before  your  worships^  my  own  conscience, 
would  condemn  meereatly,  which  I  ddre  liot  da> 
though  I  suffer  much  jot  it :  I  khow  it:  Utth  in  yoiuf 
power  to  do  me  good  or  hurt ;  thoefore  I  shall  teuve 
it  to  your  consciences  to  do  what  you  will  by  me ;  I 
must  suffer  it  as  patiently  as  I  can. 

Again  you  say  you  aife  loth  it  should  t)ro66ed  toan 
excommunication :  I  cannot  blame  you  for  it,  became 
the  spiritual  court  had  rather  have  your  soul  and 
body  in  prison*  that  they  purge  out,  through  your  sn£^ 
ferings,  the  sincerity  of  your  heart,  and  thai  strong 
faith  which  you  now  believe,  to  fail,  and  question 
whether  you  may  not  be  saved,  though  you  do  heair 
their  doctrine,  as  they  call  it,  and  eat  their  bit  c^faready 
instead  of  Christ's  body  of  flesh,  whith  yOu  did  ealo£ 
"bejbre ;  and  that  you  may  drink  a  spoonful  or  two  dl 
their  wine  in  a  golden  cup,  the  priest  hath  in  hi&baMl,i 
instead  of  that  blood  of  Christ  which  you  have  drank 
many  times  of  before,  which  hath  proved  water  of 
life  unto  your  soul ;  and  that  it  will  be  o^  a  wtUcf 
water  springing  up  m  ywr  $0ul  imto  eternal  Ufe  : 
so  that  you  need  not  cdme  unto  this  w^lwludiii^^ 
digged,  and  set  up  by  the  powers  of  the  najtioi^tO' 
draw  any  water,  because  their  wdl  b  dry  ;  and  yott 
have  DO  pitcher^  that  is>no  a^eetion  in  yotir  aom  tb 
draw  of  that  water  oilt  of  the  iilrDrld's  well,  because^ 
after  the.drinking  bf  that  irater  «if  the  world's  WeU^n 
you  will  be  More  thirslgr  after  thii  peatJe  o£  ifdaA,  and 
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tbeassafftdoe  ofisilnitkm  in  yoweaelif.  tlttn  if  yote  had 
never  ^UJom  il  a4  »U ;  there^o^e  it  n  a  daikgeroiiftthtofl 
for  any  man  or  woman,  that  hath  tasted  of  the  g<>od 
word  of  God>  that  is,  that  hath  tasted  of  Christ's  flesh  ; 
for  he  is  that  wiuid  cif  God  which  Was  inthebf^inning; 
and  hath  tasted  of  the  powers  of  the  life  to  come, 
which  ia  etelt^l ;  -  for  it  ii  k^ihftt  both  purchased  by 
the  body  of  his  own  flesh,  and  by  his  own  soul,  that 
was  in  the  blood  of  his  flesh*  ibding  pouted  ovt 
unto  death,  and  rising  again,  hath  all  power,  both  in 
heaven  and  in  earth,  to  give  everlasting  life  to  all 
those  that  truly  believe  in  him ;  which  faith  in  him  is 
to  eat  his  flesh-,  and  drink  h»  bloed^  s»4hat  if  those 
that  have  tasted  of  these  things  aforesaid,  do  fall 
away  to  the  worship  of  the  nation  for  fear  of  suffering, 
oontxaary  -and  against  their  conseiencae,  it  is  imposdblct, 
aa  the  tpOtsUe'  saith,  to  \»  renew^  i^  nep^ntaocjeu 

I  would  dei^ire  you  to  satisfy  jFourself  in  th^se 
things  following : 

Fir»^  Whether  you  be  pre^eni^d  or  prosecuted^in 
the  spiritual  court,  and  Sessions  court,  indeed,  or  but 

.  SecotnU^^  Whfether  the,  iqbuwilvrwdws  of  sjtQwp 
towudidMidictiyion^.the^efMons^Off  no^^.j  i  ,  ,  , ,  .. 

Thiri^j;  -WhetUsr.  th«  cpustaWes .  of  j^va  town  di^ 
^senifa  yoU  into  the  spiirittial  courts  or  at  the  se^si^m 
court  onJy,  or  iotQ  holh  courts,  aye  or  sno  ?   ; 

Fom^Mp.  Whetfher  tb0  mlniner  o^  jnour  jtown  Wh 
any  hand  itn  tltts /bosMeis^  l^osty«m>  aye^  no  ? 

X  coold  wiflih  you  tp  ppieak  .Fiitb  ^  ^mc^wwaiidcmi 
«f:yamr^wn,iiand  with  thie  opps4iiit)le>«(S  y^f$iibfmni 
and  tv!ith.  thditniniMor  ctf.ypiy  Wiii<Q»,a44  ,thtf^wiii,u^ 
fimn  you.  haw,  thiey  dO)  proo^  i^$ajn»^  y^,:  thai(  yipa, 
nny  hniMr  hoir  ta  mAksjimx  idefedM  toei  Mttfop*.  i    < .  / 

•  >.'    ..i'.:        ■    •■■    ■'■  i    ..!  ,  •  i.il»il  l)'''j    lo    'I')-  (I   -     111!    •;ili 
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This  is  all  I  can  say  at  present  in  thae  nutter ;  only 
my  lov€,  and  my  wif^s  loVe,  remembered  lurto  you^ 
and  remain 

Your  friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 


m^m^^^^ 


A  tlopy  of  a  .Letter  wrcste  by  the  Prophet  JjDdtnpkke 
Mufg^tcn  to  Mrs.  Mary  Gamble  y  of  Cork  in  Ireland, 
'  b'^Mfig  date  from  London^  March  6,  1684-5. 

'  JjMhtg  Friend  in  the  true  FaHh,  Mary  Gambk^ 

THIS  is  to  let  you  know,  that  I  received  your 
husband's  letter  and  your's,  dated  Feb.  3, 1684 :  and 
because  I  nevter  (klw  your  fitoe  in  my  life,  to  my  know^ 
ledg^i'hor  deceived  a  sign  from  your  hand- writiBg  be- 
fore' now'  r  but  I  have  l^ard  of  you  by  the  hearing  of 
the  ear,  but  mine  eyes  never  saw  you,  nor  you  roe;* 
thte^eforte  itii  that  1  shall  direct  or  write  these  few 
lines  fchifefty  untcf  ytJu,  as  a  true  bfcliever  of  this  com- 
miskmi/oi*  thti^SplHty  and  of;  the  doctrine  declared 
by^^uA  i«hcf.  iwo  last  prophets  and  mtiiesse^  of  the 
SpiriHth«t>God'4¥lll' etersebd,  wiiileithis  world  en* 
d«A«tfrv<IiI^¥ctiv6  byltbese  few  lin^^  that 

you  hfiV^Sa4ruefafibcti<m«Mto  ^  trtithi^ai^ 
the  messenger  of  glad  tidings  of  life  and  salvation. 
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ill  that  you  have  a  full  itssuriince  of  your*  eternal 
happitiess  in  the  world. '  to  donie,  as  you  have  ex- 
pre^d,  and  as  hath  been  reported  of  you  by  others  ; 
so  that  I  can  truly  say  by  ypii  as  Christ  did  whilfe  on 
earthy  that  you  Mary  htttk  chosen  the  better  part,  tibhich 
shall  never  be  taken  from  you,  in  that  you  have  believed 
our  report  at  such  a  distance  :  j^bur  faith  is  so  much 
the  rarer,  in  that  you  neVer  saw  me,  nor  heard  my 
voice  in  the  streets  :  for  I  say  by  experience  tHerti 
words  of  Christ  to  be  true,  that  a  prophet  is  not  mth^ 
out  honour,  save  of  them  of  his  own  house ^  or  of  his  own 
neighbours  :  for  this  I  know  by  experience/  this 
thirty-three  years  that  I  have  been  in  this  commis«* 
mission,  there  hath  not  one  neighbour,  or  acquain- 
tance, or  kindred  here  in  LdiKion,  as  I  knew  of,  that 
hath  believed  my  report,  save  my  own  children  :  but 
I  perceive  you  have  read  oiir  own  writings,  which 
your  father,  and  mother-in-law,  and  your  husband; 
brought  into  that  land.  These  three  I  have  seen, 
and  discoursed  with  in  the  days  of  their  ignorance  ; 
and  since  they  all  believedj  I  have  written  letters  to 
them,  to  strengthen  their  faith  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  true  God,  his  form  and  nature ;  and  iii  the 
knowledge  of  the  right  devil,  his  form  and  nature : 
these  two  are  the  foundations  both  ^f  hell  and  heai 
ven,  which  I  perceive  you  have  heard,  and  read,  and 
bath  builded  your  feith  upon  that  rock,  which  no 
fiery  darts  of  reason,  the  devil,  shall  enter  td  woutid 
your  soul,  as  to  question  your  salvation,  or  td  fear 
your  eternal  damnation ;  only  I  would  strengtheu 
your  faith  a  little  further,  in  what  you  have  read  in 
our  writings,  concerning  these  two  foundations  afore- 
said, of  hell  and  heaven,  or  of  God  and  devil. 

Mind,  this  God  and  devil  were  those  two  trees 
spoken  of  by  Moses,  which  stood  in  the  midst  of  the 
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BMrdfspi ;  Dfunely,  ihfi  tree  of  life,  «iid,  the  tree  of 
knowledge  of  good  and  evil.  From  theqe  two  tr<e«9 
csme  bell  wid  bet^vea  ;  tb»t  is,  ekerqal  l]^  ai}d  etcirr 
Qsd  deaith «  These  two  ^ees  were  two  ^ pintuiil  bodies 
in  the  fpnns  of  men,  9*  I  hav^  declared  ia  my  PtW 
writing ;  and  they  both  descended  fripm  Heaven,  and 
1h»j  differed  in  tneir  natures  ;  the  spirit  and  tree  of 
li£i»  was  Ood  the  father,  and  Creator  of  both  world8» 
and  his  nature  was  all  faith,  by  which  he  cre«.ted  all 
creMuref  l^at  bath  the  l»eath  of  life  ;  therefore  b^ 
is  called  thf  tree  of  life,  likewise  the  tree  of  knowi> 
led^e  of  good  and  eyil  waa^  ip  big  creation,  an  angel 
of  ligbt,  and  hijs  nature  or  spirit  was  pure  reason  e 
b«it  ae  £itUipg  from  his  created  estate,  bis  glory  wft« 
cbimged  into  an  angel  of  daikness^  a  serpeQt,  a  tree 
of  knowledge  of  @ood  and  evil. 

.^ow  from  tbep«  two  trees  did  propeed  hell  and 
heaven :  likewise  these  two  trees,  because  these  two 
trees  bad  two  several  god-like  wisdoms  in  them ; 
that  is  to  say,  the  tree  of  life  bad  the  wisdom  of 
^th»  which  is  all  power  in  him;  therefore  God 
created  Adam  in  his  own  image  and  likeness  ;  not 
only  ip  bis  inward  soul  or  spirit,  but  in  his  outward 
bodily  form  aJiaQ;  only  his  body  was  earthly,  and 
God's  bodily  form. was  spiritual  and  heavenly;  and 
tbi«  ^irit  or  seed  of  Adam  ought  to  have  eaten  of 
tisfif^TW  of  life,  by  the  motions  in  bis  mind  conUnu- 
fdljr :  besides  the  fruits  of  the  wooden  trees  that  was 
good  ibr  earthly  bodies  to  eat,  and  have  lived  for 
ffv<er  in  that  state  of  imsocency.  likewise  the  tree 
pf  kiMi^ledge  of.  good  and  evil,  it  was  4  spiritual  and 
hei».Tfinly  body,  cast  down  from  Heaven,  which  |o$t 
his  ascending  power  by  bis  disobedience  to  his  Crea« 
tor,  when  he  was  a  comp?mioi»  with  the  bply  angels. 
Tbi*  tre*  of  kn9V)e4ge  of  ggpfl  ^md  evil  ^ as  in  the 
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form  of  his  t>odUv  shapfe  of  Adam  also^  thougli  a  spi- 

rlfiikl  body,  and  his  spirit  or  nature  was  all  reason 

fklkn;  and  why  Moses  calls  him  a  tree  of  knowledge 

6f  good  and  evil,  is,  because  the  Creator  hath  writ-? 

ten  the  law  of  obedience  unto  their  creator  in  the 

S^d  of  reason;  therefore  it  is  written.  Thou  shait 

Worship  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  him  only  thou  shalt  serve^ 

VToyt,  as  all  men  and  women  in  this  world,  by  gene- 

iration,  doth  come  to  be  partaker 

ifrhich  came  from  these  two  tre( 

b'f  life,  and  the  tree  of  the  kno\ 

^vil  i  nbw  that  man  or  woman  S( 

t^ptioh,  doth  partake  most  of  tl 

fVpii ^he  tree  Of  life;  and  so  it.i 

li^hd  of  faith,  and  take  and  eat  oi 

liv^e'for  ever.     And  what  man  oi 

dotn  partake  6f  the  seed  or  gpiri 

ubtn  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  g 

fcoriceptibri,  the  spirit  oi  reaso 

fi>j!th  its  hand,  ana  take  and  eat 

ledge  of  jjood  and  evil,  and  die  to  an  eierniiy. 

Novv  how  these  two  trees  came  to  be  in  flesh,  ^nd 

tb  dvVdl  among  men  , 

hclw  he  should  become 

hdjfi  'the*  angel  shoulc 

jiidn  :' '  these  are  the  1  l 

.brodiliecl  an  pternal  1  , 

1je!iie^  ofOod  ;  and  I 

i^XW  ?erperit,' the  see  \ 

^rj^/  m'pire  ia^^6  in  prim 

rb^a^i ye  p'ol^et  to  m  I 

anothet-  vessel  for  mis<  > 

believe  in  the  trueC  j 

ieVerlasting  mercy,  pi  r 

lting,^And  diif  Red 
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and  secret  prerogative  decree,  to  make  us  vessels  of 
mercy ^  if  he  should  not,  by  his  prerogative  power, 
wisdotn,  dad  isecret  decree,  make  vessels  of  wrath 
fitted  for  eternal  destruction ;  or,  as  I  may  say,  fitted 
for  eternal  damnation,  to  the  seed  of  the  serpenif 
the  seed  of  Cain.  So  that  God's  prerogative  power, 
he  being  above  all  law,  hath  made  a  necessity  of  two 
seeds,  and  a  necessity  of  an  eternal  salvation  unto  the 
seed  of  Adam,  and  a  necessity  of  an  eternal  damnatioc| 
to  the  seed  of  the  serpent ;  and  who  shall  withstand  a 
prerogative  power,  that  is  absolute  above  all  law ;  that 
made  himself  capable  to  die,  and  to  quicken  out  of 
death  into  eternal  life  again  ?  By  this  means  be  hath 
purchased  an  eternal  life  and  glory  to  the  seed  q{ 
Adam,  his  own  seed  ;  and  an  eternal  death  to  the 
seed  of  the  serpent ;  else  there  would  have  been  no 
eternal  life  to  the  one,  nor  eternal  death  to  the  other. 
And  by  this  means  hath  the  God  of  Heaven  prepared 
a  kingdom  of  Heaven  above  the  stars,  with  thrones 
of  glory  for  Moses  and  the  prophets,  and  for  the 
faithful  elders  of  Israel,  and  ror  the  fathers  of  old, 
and  for  the  twelve  apostles,  and  for  us  the  witnesses 
of  the  Spirit,  and  for  all  true  believers  in  every  com- 
tnis&ibn  called  saints,  shall,  in  the  resurrection,  enter 
into  that  kingdom  of  glory,  where  we  shall  see  bur 
God,  our  King,  and  our  Redeemer,  in  whom  we  be- 
lieve in  this  life,  face  to  fstce.  Also  by  this  means  of 
God's  dying,  and  rising  again,  or  quickening  out  of 
death  into  eternal  lifeagam,  which  no  life  could  do 
but  the  godhead-life  which  was  eternal;  bv  this 
means  he  hath  purchased  a  kingdona  of  hell  ror  the 
seed  of  the  serpent ;  and  this  kingdom  of  hell  must 
be  upon  this  earth  here  below,  where  the  seed  of 
the  serpent  hath  acted  all  their  wickedness  ;  and  this 
kingdom  of  hell  will  be  \n  eternal  darkness,  or  eternal 


Digitized  by 


Google 


679 

death :  that  is,  a  living  death,  and  a  dying  life  ;  that 
isi  always  dying,,  yet  never  dead  to'  all  eternity.. 
These  are  wonderful  thinss^  which,  God  hath  ap- 
pointed and  decreed  ;  and  I  know  tliemto  be  true, 
and  will  come  to  pass  in  their  time;  and  I  do  not 
doubt  but  that  your  faith  in  this  commission  of  the 
Spirit  will  maJce  you  suitable  to  understand  these 
great  and  wonderful  mysteries  of  God's  secret  decrees 
concerin^  mankind,  in  that  he  hath  been  pleased  to 
honour  his  poor  creatures,  the  prophets,  apostles,  and 
Iritnesses  of  the  Spirit,  in  revealing  those  wonderful 
things  unto  us,  tnat  we  might  make  them  knowu 
unto  his  elect  saints,  as  I  perceive,  and  do  know  you 
are  one  ;  which  hath  caused  me  to  write  so  large  unto 
you,  being  as  it  were  a  stranger,  and  at  such  a  far 
distance,  and  would  be  glad  to  see  you  with  the$e 
natural  eyes,  if  with  your  conveniency,  here  in  Lon- 
don, before  I  go  hence,  and  shall  be  seen  no  more ; 
for  I  am  old,  and  cannot  live  long  by  the  course  of 
'nature ;  but  shall  take  leave  at  present,  only  my 
iove,  with  my  wife's  love,  remembered  unto  yourself,' 
and  to  your  husband,  rest  and  remain. 

Your  friend  in  the  eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MOGGLETON. 

^^  JLandatiy  March  9,  1684. 

'  I  'And  as  for  our  friends  here  in  London,  there  is  put 
ajstpp  for  the  present  to  that  persecution  that  was 
!pefore,only  the  meeters  are  a  little  prosecuted  still; 
but  let  us  stand  still,  and  see  the  salvation  of  God, 
and  we  shall  see  thi$  summer  what  the  effect  of  these 
tfijngs  wilji  i^mount  iMito,  whether  for  liberty,  or  for 
bondage. 
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A:  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  hy  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 
Muggietorit  to  Mrs.  PrisciUa  JVJiiteheadt  contamng 
her  Blcfsingt  bearing  date  from  London^  September  24, 

Dear  friend  in  the  eternal  Truth^  PrisciUa  WliiUhead^ 

I  RECEIVED  your  lett 
}684,  wherein  your  request  \ 
unto  me,  is,  that  I  would' be 
blessing  of  eternal  life  with 
You  do  by  me  as  Hezfekial 
prophet  Isaiah,  whefn  the  pr 
the  liord  had  added  to  his 
which  pleased  the  king  very 
be  preserved  fifteen  years  ] 
well  content  him,  but  the  p 
sign,  else  he  could  not  be  c 
phet  must  propose  what  sign 
of  these  two,  w  nether  the  su 
faster  in  the  dial  of  Ahaz  thi 

ten  degrees  backwards;  the  king  was  sure  to  ask  the 
hardest  sign  ;  therefore  the  prophet  said,  thou  hast 
asked  a  great  thing,  yet,  notwithstanding,  it  shall  be 
granted  thee;  so  likewise  I  do  partly  remember,  that 
I  did  once  already  declare  you  one  of  the  blessed  of 
the  Lord  to  eternity  by  woi»d  of  mouth,  and  you  were 
well  pleased  and  satisfied  with  it ;  but  since  tliat,  I 
perceive  you  havfe  read  at  Mv.  Delamaine^s  in  that  jrbh 
call  the  book  of  life,  where  several  of  the  saints  SJ^e 
recorded  to  have  the  blessiiig  tif  eternal  life  djnd  salva- 
tion pronounced  upon  them  by^  me  ;  so  that  now  vou 
are  Mt  conteuted  withthe  bldssib^  <xf  "er^mstii^ 
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and  salvation  by  word  of  mouth,  but  doth  sue  and 
petition,  as  it  were,  for  a  sign  ;  I  may  say  for  a  sign, 
and  that  an  hard  one  two,  because  it  i^  not  usual  f(^r 
me  to  give  the?  saints^a  blessing  by  wbVd  of  mbuth,  find 
writing  tort;  .btttv  Jwiweveri  ybur  ^titioh  shall-  be 
granted  you.  I  do  perc^J^w^f  ^  t^^t  thftugh  jou  hi^ye 
the  assurance  of  eternal  Ufa  and  salvation  abiding 
in  yourself  by  y9ur  Iwtb  invitbe  J&rab  btetsing,  in  that 
you  are  recprdedin  the  book  of  life  in  heaven.  When 
that,  book  i^  lop^aned  at  the  r^8arredtioQ,*you  are  ^t- 
tea  op^  of  God'a  •elect  i  but  I  peiki^ivb  yhitf  desit^  cs 
tp  have  yQur  oAme  written  in  the  book  of  life  here  eii 
qartb^i^^tUf  to:bave  youv  name  r^dorded  {imong^t 
the.blesMd  ^f  the  Lord,  that  the  age  to  come  that  thall 
h^v^  fba^l  call  you.  blessed;  '  Y4>u  haitrd  >  givbik 
in  your  li^tlter  siAfficieot  tesltivibny  of  *  >yo.ur  ffaiith  'to  be 
ti:Me,9pd.  stroQg:in  tthd  true'  God;,  and  in  this  >  <iomini9^ 
sipmof  tb«  Spiral;  tbei^re,  to  gnmt ^ovtr  requeM;'! 
dp  prpnoitnGiQ  Priscilk  /Whitdoead  one  of  -  the  Mesitect 
of  tfiQ  X^ord^  boj^b  m/  soul  aod  liK^dy ,  to  «teriiity.  •   * ' 

One  qf  th^  txoQ  Imt  f^repf^  ^WUiei$es  p/lte&iii* 
that  God  ifitU  ever  send  to  the  endf  of  ihf.  Wqx^^  ^fi^lKt 
'lovCjonA my  wijVs lot^  rtmembered  untoybu.  , 

,:     .!   .     I..       .;    .^    '  ■« '     "•  •'^•''    '  "  '.     '■    '-''''^  *'' 

.-  Lofiitm^Sepldmber.U,  1685..'-'     "'^''^l';'"    *      ''•^''  / 'V'''' 

^         '       .      •  I   .     :.    ■    '    ;/i.     I'i   '   ''>  ''••"•.   ^i''*^   ^^^"* 
.  V    •  :  ;  ;         ,*!    .      ./•/;)'•:>(  I  I  Jiiil)  <>i 

■  ,r   ^  ;    ,   ,   '-o       ..    ,.i/t  .(|    I>ni>;i  ij;i!{    Hid  *- //*'ii/f 
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.    Mr9:  Maty  fThiitkead,  of  Bmintre€,  beari$igdaie 
from  I/mdoHy  June  1,  i666. 

!•  THIS  IB  to  certify  you,  that!  received  your  tetter; 
flett^  May  18, 1686«  writtenwith  your  own  hand,  and 
yritb  ypUt  o^iL  heart  JUadi  indited  it^  wherein  you 
haye  expredfedthesincerify  of  yoiir^  hearty  wbtch  I 
^  heUeyi&;.  aehikdi as Imhy  call  yoa> 8oyoii«ig, or tw 
^,  t^i^der  pkint  that  is .water^  with  thedeiw  of  ki&ven, 
if^hich  iBftkea  you  grow  in  i&ith,  and  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  true.  Qod,  as  you  say,  doth  i^tu^e  yt)u- to  in- 
(pre^sei  ^v^r^  day  more  and  more*    I  atiij^lad  td  hear 
ihftt  ^^^  >s  that  wbll  of  the  water  of  life  dig^  in 
your  heart*  .that  wjU  S{Mriiig  up  in  you  unto  eternal  life, 
so  that  you  may  not  go  to  draw  any  water  out  of  the 
world's  well,  that  is,  tj^  world's  doctrine  and  worship, 
to  satisfy  your  soul  as  to  things  of  eternity.    Besides, 
this  X  can  say,  as  Christ  did  when  cin  eartib,  in  another 
case,  concerning  children.  That  of  such  is  the  kingdom , 
^heopen;  so  I  do  say  by  you  that  do  believe,  even  in 
ycnit  nonage  as  it  were  a  child,  s^  I  say  that  of  you 
and  such  as  you  are,  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven  pre- 
pared for.    Likewise  you  say  you  long  to  be  with  me, 
and  that  you  could  live  with  me  night  and  day ;  as 
to  that,  I  perceive  your  love  is  great  toward  me,  and 
other  fiiends  here  in  London,  but  I  perceive  it  is  not 
expedient  at  present;    but  wait  a-while,  and  who 
kiM)wsbut  that  good  providence  of  God  may  bring 
things  to  pass  in  time,  that  may  satisfy  your  desire  in 
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fUe  Q^tural;  but  this  I  cai>«s9Uf«  yoo,  in  things  s^ 
tku^l  ^n4  eternal,  that  you  shail  Uve  with  me,  where 
tbc^  is  no  night  at  all ,:  hjat  all  da¥ ;  that  is,  an  eternal 
day,  or  a  day.  that  shaU  oever  eno ;  then  shall  you  live 
with  me,  and  with  all  true  believers  of  this  commis* 
sion  of  the  Spirit,  in  that  boundless  kingdom  of  glory, 
whicli  no  mortal  eye  can  see,  only  the  eye  of  faim 
doth  see  it  at  a  distance  here  in  mortality  ;  but  when 
our  G6d' shall  change  these  our  vile  bodies,  and  make 
them  like  unto  his  own  glorious  body,  then  shall  we 
see  as  we  are  seen  of  God,  that  is,  when  our  bodies 
are  spiritualized  and  immortalized^  then  shall  we  see 
spiritual  bodies,  as  spiritual  bodies  doth  see  us,  so  that 
my  faith  here  in  mortality  is  the  only  evidence  of 
those  things  we  shall  see  in  the  state  oi  immortality 
and  glory,  which  will  be  fulfilled,  when  our  God  shall 
raise  the  dead  ;  and  we  that  die  in  this  faith,  doth  die 
in  the  Lord  with  all  the  elect,  Qpd  will  raise  first  be- 
fore he  doth  raise  any  one  reprobate.  This  may  seem 
to  the  reason  of  man  at  a  great  distance,  and  impos- 
sible to  be  done ;  but  to  a  strong  fietith,  without 
doubting,  it  is  possible  and  easy  for  God  to  do ;  for 
the  act  of  faith,  without  doubting,  always  taketh 
God's  part,\knOwing  that  their  is  no  time  to  the  dead ; 
theWfore  when  you  and  1  am  raised  s^n,  w6 shall  live 
iitttAiaWy  together  ;  and,  as  y6\ihein^  but  a  child  in 
age;  yet  a  woman  gr6wn  in  faith  and  exjierienccSj  to 
yorf  ftive  expressed,  that  your  knowledge  in  the  ittit 
God  doth  increase  in(  you  everyday  nior^  aftrf  tortre, 
so  that  your  iaithr  is  always  working,  so^  thit  your 
)riii^'i3  of  (fiat^wo^d  to  come.  These  things  I  naVe 
ifohsici^feld',  and  of  your  great  love  to  m^  as  the  pr6M 
^het  6f  God,  it  doth  proceed  from  a  true  heart,  rein^' 
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Jng  lif«  «^idiAg  'hi  ytMP,  1  •  <k>  ptxMioutiGe  ■  <yOU,  :M«ry 
Whitehead r'oiie  of!  the  blessed  of  the  Lord,  bo^  in 
soul'ttndifiljodyjto  etiertiity.    ,•    ; 

,  !    .  „Wf  Uteo.by,  your  iriend  in  the  GteimW  tnU^ 

'  ,   '  LODOWICKE  IVItJGGLETON. 

-      •    "OM^fih*  fM>  iaU  Pnpha»and'Wkn«$*e$  ofike-SpirU 

■.,.  .  /  :'.,.:  ««<?^-'  

''iondotujuntXim. 

i'.,''>i. II-  iir-iiiiti- fiiii   III,  aaaaaoacaafc  -. 

itf  iCb^«/.^n«M«r  Le^/er  sroitf  fy  ^fc<  PrppkeiJjUimkkf 

^^  A1ei>anderi>elumaine,  Semot,  hearing  t>dte  JHm 
'^ton^gny^Tebruar^^t  1687. 

I  i  THIS"  iV.^Q  certify  jpuj  ti#I  r(?ceiv«d.ypurletter> 
1^  lyour  Jltind  token,  by  ,ttie  hW/  -pf.our  frkfli4 
T^fjfi^  li^^d.  I  am.  very  sjad  to>  l^^r,  ^om.  your 
Qirp>^md^writin£^  b^#hQuldW  fei;.«Jore.g\ad  t;o  9e^ 
jiMT  ^e„and  «<upy  ypujr  gpod  .cpippai^y  at  yoiu  ova 
f««W  9gMn,  jMi4  sp  iHrp4U.d.  tolMiy  ifrieij^  mor^  i^re  at 
X^i4oS^,i\  ,bv)t  seewg  it  pajinQ*  be,  ^.iyfit^  iR^ i)a^  bear 
HflWi^*i^fyj^itbn>atienpe;.  ^epipg  yp^  |p.bei»r  kjSO 
I«Mii(f nl;^y  jtpHjmelf,  tb«,t.  i^.Pfipre  <»i|pqTnsdM*^tpa>» 
weave*.  F^th:  and  patience  are  twogfe^Jt;  VJ,rtups^ 
which  doth  tenable  a  map  ,or  woman.  Vo^tgp  ^ougjk 
g«»ti|tjj(^lc¥»,;  .f^tb,]n|akef,a  iiian,Ao  remoyeuaoun- 
tains  of  troubles,  that  is  many  great  troubles,  and  pa- 
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tifftHfCg  on  the  other  side,  doth  enable  a  man  to  bear 
loaantains  of  troubles,  that  is,  many  great  troubles, 
and  not  sink  under  them/ as  many  of  this  world  doth. 
Faith  in  the  true  God  doth  enable  and  cause  a  man  to 
love  God  so  that  feuth,  love,  and  patience  are  the 
three  virtues  that  doth  adorn  a  man  or  woman's  life, 
and  makes  it;  peace.  These  three  virtues  I  know  you 
h^ve  bad  ever  since  I  first  came  acquainted  with  you^ 
which  caused  me  to  say  I  loved  you  more  than  other 
Common  believers  of  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  you 
following  my  advice  in  all  things  more  than  any  wo- 
mankind of  this  £»ith,  nay,  more  than  mv  own  daugh- 
ter%  which  caused  my  daughter  Sarah,  which  you 
knew  very  well,  to  express  these  words  to  a  cocDrpan]|^ 
of  women  at  a  woman's  labour,  that  you,  when  your 
name  was  Anne  Hall,  were  the  beloved  disciple  of  hec 
fathier  of  all  the  women  in  London.  The  words  were 
true  enough,  though  I  never  did  express  it  to  any  per-* 
son  myself.  Indeed  this  cold  weather  is  very  unfit 
for  you  to  take  wiy  journey,  or  to  go  into  the  cold  air, 
at  this  present,  x  ou  give  us  some  good  hopes  th^t: 
your  cough  is  breaking  away,  and  that  your  nature 
is  sound  and  strong  still,  and  that,  about  the  latter  end 
of  March,  you  do  not  question  but  you  snail  come  to 
London ;  which  doth  increase  our  hopes  to  wait  with 
patience.  So  with  my  love,  and  my  wife*s  love,  re- 
membered unto  yourself  in  particular, 

I  take  leave,  and  remain  your  friend  in  the 
eternal  truth, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

Londonf  Februarys,  1687. 


PosUcr^t.  My  love  with  my  wife's  love  remem- 
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berecS  to  Mr.  AYhitehead,  and  his  wife,  and  to  Priscilla 
and  Mary  Whitehead,  and  give  her  thanks  for  her 
kind  token  she  sent  me  by  Thomas  Ladd;  Our  love 
to  all  friends  there  with  you. 


A  Copy  of  a  Blessing  wrote  by  the  Prophet  Ltfthmtke 
.  Maggleton  io  Mr.  John  Meltford^  of  Brdintree, 
'   hearing  date  from  London^  ApriflQ^  1687. 

'  Lining  and  kind  Friend  in  the  Irue  Fai(hy  John  MetUbrd^ 

(  I  DO  understand  you  do  truly' believe  the  doc- 
trihef  of  the  true  God,  the  Man  Christ  Jesus,  and  how- 
Go<l  became  flesh,  and  dwelt  amongst  men  upOn'this 
earth.  This  is  the  greatest  mystery  of  all  unto  this 
world  ;  and  the  second  mystery  is  iDce  unto  it;  how 
the  devil  became  flesh,  and  dwelt  amongst  men,  fiere 
upon  earth.  Upon  these  two  standeth  hell  and  heaven ; 
and  in  the  true  knowledge  of  them  both  doth  arise 
peace  of  mind,  joy  of  heart,  and  the  assuranbe  oF 
everlasting  life ;  and  on  the  contrar^s  the  ignorance 
of  both,  not  knowing  these  two  great  mysteries,  doth 
arise  the  fear  of  hell  and  the  fear  of  a  deVil,  thAt  hath 
no  being  at  all  in  their  sins,  and  of  their  eternal  tor- 
ments ;  which  devil  is  that  worm  of  mah^  conscience, 
that  doth  kindle  a  fire  in  the  mind  of  man^  which  will 
never  be  quenched,  because  the  worm  of  man's  con- 
science doth  never  die  in  the  body  of  man  to  eternity  : 
upon  these  two  dependetb  all  thos^Vonderful  secrets 
of  God's  council,  which  he  hath  revealed  to  the 
fathers  of  old,  as  Enoch,  Moses,  the  prophets,  the 
apostles,  and  to  us  the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit,  as^.is 
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declared  m  all  out*  writings,  which  I  do  perceive  you 
do  txtily*  believe  thetn ;  else  why  did  you  ask  a  bles- 
SFing '  of  me  !by  words  of  mouth ;  but  that  will  not 
serve  your  turn  now,  but  you  would  have  it  in  writ- 
ings ,  But  I  knowing  you  are  capable  to  understand 
mpite  thab  .^ou  have  yet  read  in  our  writings,  J  shall 
infariQ  you  yet  a  little  farther  of  these  great  secrets  of 
Qodis  di^aling  with  men.  First,  He  doth  chuse  and 
ordaiti  ddme  particular  man,  and  doth  furnish  him 
with  rieVelation  to  declare  unto  the  people  what  the 
true,  God  is ;  he  did  to  Enoch,  and  he  declared  it  unto 
the  fiith^rs  of  old^.  and  all  that  did  believe  the  books 
of  .£oocb>  they  were  as  a  parliament  to  enact  it  as  a 
sl4t;u(e^law  to  their  children,  from  generation  to  gene- 
ration: for  ever ;  and  so  it  was  with  Moses  and  the 
prophets,  and  Christ' and  the  apostles.  Secondly, 
tW  great  and  vast  difference  that  there  is  between  the 
seed  of  reiason^s  heaven,  which  they  do  imagine,  and 
the,  84ed:of  faith's  heaven,  which  they  are  fully  assured 
of.  .  Things,  that  though  the  prophets  and  apostles 
bath:declared  in  several  of  their  writings  of  those  great 
and  woindcrful  mysteries  of  God  becoming  flesh,  and 
God  itiajnifest  in  fleish  ;  yet  in  all  their  writings,  from 
i^QOch  ,to  Moses^  writings,  nor  the  prophets  writings, 
nor  the  .apostles  writings,  nor  Christ  himself,  when 
he  I  wad  upcm  earth,  did  ever  declare  or  make  known 
not  plainly,  nor  clearly,  that  great  mystery  of  the 
devil  becoming  flesh,  and  dwelling  amongst  men  to 
the  end  of  this^ world,  and  to  eternity  :  I  say,  no  writ- 
ings of  prophets  or  apostles  hath  made  known  this 
Seat  mystery  of  the  devil  becoming  flesh,  but  John 
eeve  and  Lodowicke  Mu^gleton,  whom  God  chose 
in  the  year  of  the  world  lo51,  as  our  writings  doth 
declare.  And  now,  dear  friend,  I  do  not  question 
but  you  do  understand  these  things  I  have  written  to 
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you  before,  and  by  your  faith  you  have  set  to  jrour 
scaly  in  believing  that  God  had^  chosen  me  the  last 
prophet  and  witness  of  the  Spirit*  that  God  vf^  ever 
sena  while  this  world  doth  endure.  This  for  your 
farther  satis&ction  and  assurance  of  your  eternal  hap* 
piness  in  the  world  to  conie>  when  our  God  shall  come 
in  the  clouds  of  ^eaven  to  raise  the  dead^  then  shall 
we^  that  die  in  the  faith  of  the  true  God,  rise  first  to 
meet  our  God  in  the  air ;  and  because  my  faith  hath 
no  doubt  in  it,  I  do  pronounce  you,  Jolui  Mellford^ 
one  of  the  blessed  of  the  Lord  to  eternity,  both  in  soul 
and  body,  and  that  you  and  I,  and  all  true  believers 
of  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  that  doth  hold  out* 
to  the  end  of  their  life,  shall  arise  spiritual  bodies,  like' 
unto  the  glorious  body  of  our  Grod,  in  whom  we  did 
believe  in,  and  that  we  shall  be  capable  to  enter  into 
the  clouds  of  Heaven ;  for  they  shall  come  down,  and. 
receive  us,  and  carry  us  up  to  that  place,  Where  we 
shall  be  glorified,  as  our  God,  the  Lord  Christ  Jesus, 
was  after  his  resurrection.  This,  with  my  dear  love, 
and  my  wife's,  unto  yourself,  and  to  all  our  firiends 
there  with  you,  I  take  leave,  and  remain  your  friend 
in  the  true  fkith  of  that  one  personal  God,  which  did 
die,  and  hath  redeemed  us  from  that  second  deatb, 
which  the  reprobates,  the  seed  of  the  serpent,  must 
suffer,  where  the  worm  of  conscience  shall  never  die, 
nor  the  fire  of  conscience  shall  never  be  quenched  to 
eternity. 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 

JprU  12, 1687. 
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A  C(4^  tf  ^  Blessing  wrote  by  the  Prophet  Ijodmmkc 
MuggkUm  to  Thomas  Ladd^  of  Brai/itree,   bearing 
date  from  London,  July  15,  1687* 

Lmng  and  kind  Friend  ifi. the  true  Faith^  Thomax  Loddy 

1  PERCEIVE  your  desire  is  very  earnest  that 
I  should  give  you  a  blessing  in  writing,  you  being  not 
content  with  the  blessing  by  word  of  mouth,  because 
3rou  have  seen  or  heard  of  the  blessing  I  g^ve  to  those 
two  virgins  in  writing,  which  you  know  very  well, 
and  of  Mr.  Mellford's  blessing,  in  which  he  did,  as  it 
were,  wrestje  with  me,  as  Jacob  did  with  God,  that 
would  not  let  him  God  go,  except  he  would  bless, 
him:  so  I  would  willingly  have  put  him  off  with  the 
first  blessing,  by  word  of  mouth ;  but  he  would  not 
be  satisfied  with  that :  T  did  plead  against  it ; ,  so  that 
he  prevailed  with  me  to  give  it  him  in  writing.  Like^ 
wise  you  know,  when  I  was  there  with  you,  you. 
pleaded  with  me  to  give  it  you  in  writing ;  but  I  gave 
you  no  encouragement  that  Iwpulddoit;  neither 
did  J  absolutely  deny  it,  but  was  silent,  and  was  glad  ^ 
I  did  escape  so.  But  since  I  came  to  London>  1  un- 
derstand tnat  yon  have  chosen  Mrs.  Delamaineand  , 
Priscilla  Whitehead  to  intercede  for  you  xn  this  mat- 
ter ;  so  that  they,  have  prevailed  with  me  lo  give  you 
the  blessing  in  writing.  Therefore,  that  I  might  sa« 
tisfy  your  strong  desire,  I  shall  say  as  folio weth :  I 
have  had  sevenu  testimonies  of  your  faith,  both  in 
youF  discourse,  your  words  and  actions,  of  your 
strong  faith  in  the  true  God,  and  in  me,  his  true 
prophet;  and  this  feith  of  yours  will  bear  you  into 
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everlasting  life ;   for  this  doctrine  of  the  true  God, 

and  the  right  devil,  the  knowledge  of  those  two,  their 

forms  a&4  their  natuifesy  doth  free  the  feoul  from  the 

fear  of  eternal  death.;  for  men  wpyld  never  be  so 

afraid  of  this  first  natural  death,  if  there  w^re  not  a 

second  death,  and'  hell,  which  rs  eternal,  that  doth 

follow  upon  the  first  death,  and  hell  doth  follow  the 

second  death;  these  three  doth  go,  or  join,  hand  in 

hand  together,  w 

which  hath  not  t  [ 

in  himself,  to  fear  ^ 

but  those  that  do 

commission  of  th(  j 

witness  the  truth 

men 'in  the  time  < 

death,  because  tl 

at  the  heels  of  th 

know  God  as  he 

and  nature ;  his 

power,  which  nc 

those  that  hath  I 

these  things  from  the  world,  arid  hath  revealed  them 

only  to  his  chosen  messengers ;  for  the  world  is  so 

blind,  that  many  think  it  a  needless  thipg  to  know  ; 

God  in  his  form  and  nature,  but  think  a  gpod  life^ 

and  good  actions  a  great  deal  better,  as  the  Quakers 

do;  but  blessed  be  the  God  of  Heaven,  that  hatli 

blinded  the  eyesbf  the  wise  and  prudent  men  of  this 

world,  that  cannot  understand  that  God,  the  Creator, 

can  a?dmit  of  any  form  or  nature  at  all,  and  yet  they 

do  acknowledge  that  he  created  all 

both  of  man  and  beast,  and  all  o1 

had  no  form  hor  nature  o^  his  o 

and  happy  are  we,  whomtjod  hal 

to' see  by  the  eye  of  faith  in  ou 
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Creator  of  all  forms  and  natures,  had  both  a  |glor^oii9 
forqfi,  ai^d^ a  powerful  ^atfire  of  , his,. own  from  eter- 
niiy;  ^hd  ^from  thie  khowlec^ge  of  jGod's  foq^  ^nd 
naUire,,'we.'cpHie  to  kqow  t|ie  right  devil's  forip  and 
naj:ijire;  a^^  tl^fis  is  tp^be ;miq4?d,ith^t;  tl^e  i^p^^edi^ 
ii're  tne '  w    jpaturesi|  ^  or ,  the  two  Jc^y^sf  pf  fyii\if. :  ih^fc 

into  He^jvi^ft,  aind  intothe  presence  of, (p^od ; ;  and  the 
othier  1^'ey^  pt  reason  i,n  m^  t^^t  gy^^t^aftd 

wide  [gate,  t^iajt  leadeth  into,  hellji^ .  md  into  thq  p^-eK 
serice  of  .thje  riglkt  devil,  (ope  whicji  has^tfeen  so  ;jQng 
imagined  by  the  ^.'eedof !reas€|P^  tobe a§^ 
oiit  a  bQdy)\¥hich  hath  been  so  long^  feared;  but 
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they  supposing  that  the  devil  and  his  angels  were  all 
spirits  without  a  body,  which  they  called  the  devil 
and  his  angels,  that  were  reserved  in  chains  of  dark- 
ness until  the  judgment  of  the  great  day;  but  when 
they  came  into  hdl,  they  found  that  the  devil  and  his 
angels  had  all  bodies,  and  saw  that  they  were  grossly 
mistaken  in  this  life ;  but  now  it  was  too  late  to  re- 
pent This  doctrine  we  have  declared,  hath  opened 
your  eyes,  to  tee  the  blindness  of  the  seed  of  reason, 
tiiat  lieth  upon  almost  all  the  wise  and  learned  men 
m  this  world  at  this  day ;  which  is  the  cause  of  that 
sreat  ftar  of  hell  and  of  eternal  damnation,  when  this 
first  natural  death  doth  appear.  Likewise  1  have 
given  to  you,  by  print,  and  by  discourse,  many  woii-' 
derful  deep  secrets  of  God's  dealing  with  man,  and 
how  Ood  always  makes  iise  ofniian  to  declare  his 
secret  councils,  ordered  by  himself;  but  man  hatix 
declared  unto  man :  Moses  and  the  prophets  were 
jxich;  Christ  and  the  apostles  were  men ;  so  that  God 
himself  became  a. man,  that  he  might  be  numbered 
among  those  holy  men  that  were  inspired  to  write  ot 
speak  the  Holy  Scriptures,  which  is  called  the  Old 
and'  New  Testament ;  and  now,  last,  of  all,  God  hath 
chosen  Jiofan  Beeve  and  Lodondfcke  Mug^ton,  to  be 
the  otAy  interpreters  of  those  secret  mysteries,  hidden 
in  tii^  Scriptures,  according  to  dicise  wonls  God  sps^^e 
to  Ji^ii  Eeev.e,  which  sard,  I  have  given  thetuttdet' 
itdhH^ft^  of  ntjf  ttnftd  m  the  Scriptutesj  dbime  all  the  ttietf 
in  Me  tporh:  tfhicb^ords  of  God  hath  proved  tnie, 
b^thby  Dur.Writih^ and  s]^eakings,  as  I  know* you 
can  veiy  wjell  experience  the  truth  of  it,  in  tiiat  you 
hay^  b«fi.eV^a  thd  prophet's  report;  fbfr  without  feith 
in  tHe'intbph^t  there  is  nothing  can  ht  done.  So  tliat 
by  fkith  wis  know  the  worids  were  framed  by  the  word 
of  Godi  audit  was  God's  oWn  &ith  that  moved  him 
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to  speak  those  words  that  framed  the  world ;  in  that 
he  said^  Ltt  such  a  thing  be  sOj  and  it  was  so.  So 
likewise  it  is  by  faith  that  you  came  to  understand 
those  hidden  mysteries,  and  deep  secrets,  which  God 
hath  revealed  unto  us,  his  messengers,  which  we  have 
declared  unto  you  ;  so  that,  by  your  faith  in  God's 
messengers,  it  is  given  to  you  to  overcome  the  motions 
of  reason  in  yourself,  and  to  overcome  the  enemy 
without  you  ;  so  that  it  is  given  to  you  to  eat  of  the  tree 
of  life,  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  Paradise  of  God  ; 
and  it  is  given  you  to  eat  of  the  hidden  manna,  and 
to  have  that  white  stone  in  your  heart,  and  in  thee  a 
new  name  written  by  the  finger  of  your  own  faith, 
which  no  man  knoweth,  saving  he  that  receiveth  it. 
This  is  the  true  sacrament  which  I  have  administered ' 
to  you,  and  to  many  in  my  time,  in  that  they  eat  of 
the  tree  of  life,  which  is  the  flesh  of  Christ,  the  same 
that  stood  in  the  midst  of  the  Paradise  of  God ; 
Christ  being  the  same  God,  and  tree  of  life,  .as  stood 
ill  the  midst  of  Paradise  in  the  days  of  Adam  ;  and  in 
eating  of  the  hidden  manna,  is  when  the  mind  of  man 
doth,  by  faith,  feed  upon  those  heavenly  ipysteries, 
and  deep  secrets  of  God's  council  and  decree,  which 
God  hath  revealed  unto  his  servants  the  prophets, 
apostles,  and  us,  the  witnesses  of  the  Spirit,  as  we 
have  declared  in  all  our  writings,  as  the  mystery  of 
God's  form  and  nature,  and  how  God  becanie  flesh ; 
*  and  the  right  devil,  of  his  form  and  nature,  and  how 
he  became  flesh,  which  is  a  great  mystery,  with  many 
other  deep  secrets,  which  are  hid  from  all  the  world 
besides:  therefore  by  the  spirit  of  revelation  this 
hidden  manna  to  your  great  satisfaction,  so  that  you 
need  not  hunger  no  more  after  the  assurance  of  your 
salvation ;  and  this  white  stone,  which  is  given  unto 
you,  is  your  faith,  that  Jbath  purified  your  heart,  in 

4F 


Digitized  by 


Google 


504 

that  you  have  eat  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  have  eat  of 
the  hidden  manna.  So  that,  by  faith  in  the  blood  of 
God,  your  heart  is  cleansed  and  made  white  as  snow^ 
therefore  called  a  white  stone,  because  your  heart  is 
enlightened  in  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and 
in  all  those  wonderful  deep  mysteries  and  secret  coun- 
cils of  God,  which  is  hid  in  the  Scriptures,  which  we 
have  declared  unto  you  ;  and  the  hearts  of  all  unbe- 
lievers may  be  called  black,  stony  hearts;  because 
their  hearts  are  overspread  with  blindness,  and  thick 
darkness,  therefore  may  be  called  black  stony  hearts  : 
so  that  they  can  neither  see  with  their  eyes,  nor  hear 
with  their  ears,  nor  understand  with  their  hearts,  that 
they  may  be  savad.  And  as  for  a  new  name  written, 
which  none  knoweth  saving  he  that  receiveth  it,  this 
name  is  to  be  called  the  Son  of  God ;  that  is,  he  that 
hath  the  assurance  of  eternal  life  in  himself,  hath  the 
white  stone  in  his  heart,  and  hath  an  assurance  abid- 
ing in  himself  that  he  is  an  elect  vessel,  and  that  he  is 
a  Son  of  God,  which  is  the  new  name  written  in  his 
heart,  which  no  man  else  in  the  world  can  know,  but 
he  that  hath  received  it,  as  you  have  done.  These 
things  I  have  written  unto  you  for  your  greater  satis- 
faction, knowing  that  you  do  truly  understand  these 
great  and  deep  mysteries,  spoken  aforesaid  in  this 
letter;  and  for  the  further  satisfaction  of  your  mind, 
and  strengthening  of  your  faith,  I  do  declare  you, 
Thomas  Ladd,  one  of  the  blessed  of  the  Lord,  both 
in  soul  and  body,  to  eternity. 

fVrUten  by  mr, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLEtON, 

Om  of  the  two  last  Prophets  and  Witnesses  of  the  Spirit 
unto  the  High  and  Mighty  God  the  Man  Christ  Jesus 
in  Glory. 

London f  the  I5th  of  July y  1687. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Blessing  wrote  by  the  PropJiet  Lodowicke 
Muggleton  to  Mr.  James  Whitehead,  of  Braintree, 
bearing  date  from  London,  August  27,  1687« 

Dear  and  loving  Friend  m  the  true  Faith,  James  Whitehead, 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  by  the  hand  of  our 
friend  Ann  Delamaine^  dated  August  the  24th,  in  the 
year  1687,  wherein  I  perceive  you  do  follow  the  ex~ 
ample  of  others  that  are  far  more  younger  in  the  true 
fiith  than  yourself  is;  for  I  think  you  may  be 
esteemed  the  father  of  all  the  believers  of  this  com*^ 
mission  of  the  Spirit  that  is  in  your  town*  And  in* 
deed  I  have  written  more  letters  to  you  than  to  all 
the  people  in  that  town ;  and  I  have  justified  your 
faith  and  your  person  to  be  one  of  the  saved  of  the 
Lord  in  all  my  writings  unto  you,  besides  ihe  blessing 
of  eternal  life  in  the  world  to  come,  by  word  of 
mouth ;  yet  all  this  will  not  satisfy  you,  without  I 

five  you  a  blessing  of  eternal  happiness  with  my  own 
and-writing ;  which  request  of  yours  I  cannot  well 
deny,  knowing  you  so  long  to  be  a  true  believer,  and 
a  chosen  vessel  in  the  seed  which  God  hath  elected^ 
even  the  seed  of  Adam,  which  is  the  seed  of  God ; 
and  as  you  say  you  was  like  that  lost  sheep,  that 
wandered  from  the  ninety  and  nine  sheep  that  were 
never  lost,  and  so  never  were  found  by  God's  shep* 
herd ;  for  all  God's  sheep  were  lost  in  Adam's  fall, 
and  are  found  again  by  the  second  Adam,  the  Lord 
from  Heaven ;  therefore  it  was  Christ  said  he  came 
to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost,  and  he  came 
to  none  but  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel ; 
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and  this  I  can  say^  though  God  hath  chosen  me  to  be 
the  last  true  shepherd  unto  this  bloody  unbelieving 
worlds  these  five-and-thirty  years,  there  is  not  one 
man  nor  woman  that  hath  believed  our  report,  but 
those  that  were  lost.     So  that  it  is  happy  for  you, 
and  all  the  rest,  that  they  were  of  those  lost  sl^p, 
which  were  lost  in  the  fall  of  the  first  Adam^  those 
only  are  found  by  the  second  Adam,  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  the  only  true  God.     But  all  those  that  did 
fiiU  in  the  fallen  angels  fatU,  were  never  found  any 
more,  neither  by  God  himself,  nor  by  his  prophets, 
nor  by  his  apostles,  nor  by  us,  the  two  last  witnesses 
of  the  Spirit :  they  are  left  in  utter  darkness  in  their 
fallen  state,  that  Uiink  they  see,  but  are  stark  blind ; 
and  have  ears,  but  hear  not ;  and  have  hearts,  but  un- 
derstand not  any  heavenly  mysteries  at  all,  yet  con- 
ceited in  themselves  that  their  wisdom  of  reason  is 
wiser  than  the  wisdom  of  feith,  which  is  God*s  own 
nature ;  and  those  be  those  ninety  and  nine  just  per- 
sons that  never  were  lost,  nor  needed  no  repentance; 
therefore  God  hath  left  them  to  perish  in  their  own 
conceits  to  eternity.    So  that  it  is  happy  for  you  that 
you  are  one  of  those  lost  sheep ;  for  1  was  a  lost  sheep 
myself  for  several  years,  and  whither  to  go  I  could 
not  tell ;  but  in  the  year  51, 1  was  found  of  God  him- 
self twice  in  that  year,   and  yet  I  knew  not  God, 
neither  in  his  form  nor  his  nature;  but  in  the  month 
of  April,  in  the  same  year,  there  fell  upon  me  a  great 
trouble  of  mind  about  my  salvation,  and  in  the  mul* 
iitude  of  the  thoughts  of  my  heart,  there  arose  the 
spirit  of  revelation  in  me,  which  opened  the  Scrip- 
tures unto  me,  and  that  spirit  of  revelation  did  grow 
and  increase  in  me  exceedingly  :  so  that  no  question 
was  too  hard  for  me  to  answer ;  and  I  was  well  pleased, 
and  was  well  satisfied,  and  did  not  mind  what  became 
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of  all  the  people  in  the  world  besides ;  and  was  re* 
solved  to  live  a  private  life,  and  not  to  discourse  with 
any  man  more  about  religion.    So  this  continued  with 
me,  till  the  month  of  February,  in  the  same  year, 
God  spake  to  John  Reeve,  by  voice  of  words,  to  the 
hearing  of  the  ear ;  then  God  chose  John  Reeve  to  be 
his  last  messenger,  and  gave  me  to  be  his  mouth,  as 
he  did  Aaron  to  be  Moses*  mouth ;  so  that  I  have 
been  chosen  of  God  twice  in  one  year,  as  aforesaid  ; 
which  forced  me  to    be  the  publieest  man  in  the 
world ;  and  in  God  sparing  my  life  so  long  upon  this 
earth,  I  came  to  undentsoid  the  Scriptures,  and  to 
understand  the  tribes  of  Israel,  and  to  distinguish 
between  the  Heathen  and  the  Jews ;  and  how  God 
had  placed  the  priesthood  upon  the  tribe  of  Levi,  in 
that  Abraham  did  pay   titnes  unto  Melchisedech, 
which  was  the  true  God  and  Creator  in  those  days ; 
and  Abraham  paid  titiies  unto  him  in  the  person  of 
Levi  before  Levi  was  born.     So  that  Abraham  did 
act  the  person  of  Levi,  signifying  that  the  priesthood 
should  be  confirmed  upoil  that  tribe;  therefore  God 
did  chuse  Aaron  to  be  Moses'  mouth,  Akron  being 
tb^  first  high  priest  that  God  ever  chose,  or  did  ordaip, 
which  did  continue  many  generations ;  and  now,  in 
this  last  age  of  the  world,  God  hath  chosen  one  of 
that  tribe  of  Levi  to  be  the  Lord's  high  pri^t  in  this 
latter  age,  according  to  those  words  God  spake  unto 
John  Reeve,  in  that  he  said,  I  have  given  thee  Lodowicke 
Muggleton  ta  be  thy  mouth;  and  thb  is  to  b6  minded> 
that  the  Lord's  high  priest  had  alwa^  power  to 
bless  and  curse :  but  our  commission  is  altogether 
spiritual,  therefore  the  blessings  and  the  curses  are  all 
spiritual :  also  it  reaches  to  eternal  life,  oiid  to  eternal 
death.    These  things  I  know  you  will  understand, 
because  you  are  of  me  tribe  of  Levi,  a3  lam;  and  I 
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have  the  greatest  respect  for  you,  being  of  that  tribe, 
hath  caused  me  thu&  to  write;  and  knowing  that 
your  judgment  will  be  informed  some  more  than  it 
was  before ;  therefore  I  shall  not  trouble  you,  nor 
myself  neither,  to  enlarge  any  farther,  only  I  do  de- 
clare and  pronounce  you,  James  Whitehead,  one  of 
the  blessed  of  the  Lord,  both  in  soul  and  body,  to  all 
eternity. 

So  resteth  your  friend  in  the  true  faith, 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON. 


Augml  27,  in  thcyuar  1687. 


A  Cepif  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  the  Prophet  Lodamicke 
.  Mvggleton  to  Maty  Gamble,  dated  August  29t  1687* 

Loiing  end  khidj^nd  in  the  true  faiths  Mary  Oambky 

.  . ;  THIS  is  to  certify  you,  that  I  received  your 
l*tter,  dated,  the  9th  of  July,  1687,  which  Mr.  Rogers 
caused  to  be  left  at  my  house,  for  I  was  in  the  coun- 
tiy  when  Mr.  Rogers  was  at  my  house;  so  that  I 
never  saw  him,  nor  he  me,  which  I  was  sorry  that  it 
iraa  my  lot  to  xniss.of  him.;  but  the  chiefest  matter 
of  concernment,  in  your  letter,  I  perceive,  is.  concern- 
ing a  sister  of  yours,  that  is  now  afflicted,  as  you  say. 
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with  very  wicked,  vile,  blasphemous^  evil  thoughts;^ 
and  (antiot  get  rid  of  them  by  any  means.  You  say 
she  bath .  had  what  spiritual  comforts  you  thought 
needful ;  but  you  say  evil  comes,  and  turns  it  all  aside. 
You  say  she  hath  taken  phy sick  several  times,  and 
been  let  blood,  yet  it  is  all  one.  You  say  she  desires 
in  her  spirit,  and  by  prayer,  that  it  might  please  the 
Lord  to  remove  that  evil  from  her ;  for  it  hath  made 
her  despair  of  ever  finding  mercy.  You  say,  though 
you  tell  her  that  Mary  Magdalen  had  seven  devils 
cast  out  of  her,  and  many  more  of  the  elect,  yet  she 
thinks  her  condition  worst.  You  say,  she  would 
willingly  use  all  the  remedies  that  can  be  thought  on, 
and  mth  a  desire  to  see  me ;  you  say  truly  you  are 
free,  if  the  rest  of  her  friends  would  consent.  You 
say  you  fear  it  will  produce  madness,  if  it  run  too 
long.  You  say,  to  all  outward  appearance,  she 
seemeth  to  be  well  enough.  You  say,  O !  that  it 
might  please  God,  by  his  prophet,  or  some  other  way, 
to  rid  this  poor  soul  of  her  torments.  This  is  the 
whole  substance  concerning  your  sister. 

To  which  I  shall  give  you  this  answer  as  followeth : 
in  the  first  place  I  do  not  know  your  sister*s  name, 
neither  do  1  know  the  cause  of  thia  trouble  of  her 
mind,  or  that  melancholy  spirit  that  is  produced  in 
her,  whether  it  be  from  some  sins  which  she  hath 
committed,  but  loth  to  confess  it  to  her  sister,  or  any 
other,  for  fear  of  shame,  if  it  should  be  known  :  for 
secret  sins  hath  generally  a  secret  punishment  in  the 
mind  :  or  whether  trouble  of  her  mind  doth  arise  for 
want  of  assurance  of  her  salvation  in  the  world  to 
come;  from  one  of  the  two  that  melancholy  spirit 
doth  generally  arise,  which  doth  cause  a  despairing  in 
the  mind  ;  and  it  was  very  ill  done  to  give  a  woman 
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that  hath  a  melancholy  troubled  spirit,  to  give  her 
physic,  or  let  her  blood.  It  was  the  only  means  to 
procure  an  absolute  despair,  and  to  procure  madness 
of.  That  is  the  cause  the  keepers  of  Bedlam  doth 
practise  to  every  person  that  is  distempered  in  the 
brain ;  by  physic  and  letting  of  blood,  they  make 
the  spirit  of  the  person  so  weak,  that  they  can  never 

Stt  straigth  in  the  brain  more  to  the  day  of  their  death, 
ut  if  you  had  given  her  nothing  but  kitchen  phy- 
sic, that  is,  all  kinds  of  broths,  or  spoon-meats,  jour 
sister's  spirits  would  have  been  strengthened,  and  have 
been  made  strong,  to  reason  out  those  melancholy 
thoughts :  yet,  notwithstanding,  if  your  sister's  trou- 
ble of  mind  doth  arise  from  either  of  those  two  causes 
aforesaid,  or  any  other  cause  whatsoever,  let  her  con- 
fess it  to  you,  her  sister ;  and  if  she  can  but  believe 
that  I  am  a  true  prophet  of  the  Lord,  and  hath  power 
to  bless  some  to  eternity,  and  to  curse  some  to  eter- 
nity, as  yourself  and  several  others  hath  believed,  and 
are  blessed  both  in  soul  and  body  to  eternity  ;  and 
you  have  assumnce  of  eternal  life  abiding  in  yourself, 
by  the  blessing  and  faith  you  have  in  me  that  God 
hath  sent ;  for  without  £Euth  in  God's  messengers  it  is 
impossible  to  please  God :  therefore  I  shall  say  this 
unto  your  sister,  though  unknown  unto  me,  that  if 
she  doth  declare  the  true  ground  and  cause  how  this 
melancholy  did  first  arise  m  her  thoughts  to  you,  her 
sbter,  MsuT  Gamble,  and  to  nobody  else,  it  shall  be 
as  well  as  if  she  had  declared  it  unto  me  myself.  And 
let  the  cause  be  what  it  will,  I  will  assure  her,  if  she 
can  but  believe  my  words  in  this  letter,  that  her  sins 
are  forgiven  her,  and  that  her  faith  in  me  shall  give 
the  assuic^nce  of  everlasting  life  that  shall  abide  in 
herself    Thus,  with  my  love  nemembered  to  your 
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^stef  unknown^  and  unto  you,  IV^ry  Gamble,  and  to 
your  husband  in  particular. 

So  testeth  your  friend  in  tJbe  true  faith  of  the  true 
personal  God,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ>  upon  his  throne 
of  glory, 

LODOWIGKE  MUGGLETON. 

And  if  your  sister  can  read  print-hand,  let  her  read 
bur  books,  and  if  she  doth  but  understaiK)  what  she 
reads,  it  will  be  great  satisfaction^  to  h6r  mind,  and 
cast  out  all  evil  thoughts,  and  will  settle  her  mind  in 
peace* 
August  29,  1667. 


A  Copy  of  a  Blessing  wrote  hy  the  Prophet  Lodowicke 

Muggletom  to  Mrs.  Mary  Whitehead,    the  Wife  of 

Mr.  James  Whitehead^  of  Bramtree,    bearing  date 

from  London,  November  17,   1687- 

Deaf  friend  in  the  iruefaUh,  Mary  WhUehead^   the    Wife  of 
James  WhUehead, 

I  UNDERSTAND  by  your  husband  that  you 
ajre  not  satisfied  with  the  blessing  which  I  gave  unto 
yon  hy  word  of  mouth,  except  I  give  it  you  in  writing, 
as  I  have  to  sevecal  others  of  this  faith.  I  had  thoughts 
never  to  have  given  the  blesung  in  writing  to  any 
penon  more,  which  had  received  it  by  word  of  mouth 
before ;  for  that  blessing  by  word  of  mouth  will  be  as 
sure  and  true  as  the  other,  in  case  they  that  have  it 
by  word  of  montiis  doth  bold  out  in  their  faith  to  the 
end  of  thjeir  lives,  and  not  rebel  a^inst  it,  as  some 
which  you  know  have  done ;  but  mdeed  I  never  jjid 
knew  any  person,  neither  man  nor  ^voman,  that  did 
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revolt  ov  rebel,  which  had  the  blessing  by  me  in  writ- 
ing, not  this  five  and  thirty  years  ;  but  because  you 
made  your  husband  your  advocate  unto  me  in  this 
thing,  I  having  no  writing  nor  request  from  your  own 
hand,  nor  your  own  mouth,  as  I  have  had  from  all 
others,  I  may  say,  as  one  did  in  the  Scriptures,  thou 
hast  asked  a  ^reat  things  yet,  notwithstanding,  your 
request  shall  be  granted  in  this  thing*  I  always  had 
a  respect  for  you  in  the  days  of  your  ignorance,  be* 
cause  you  did  not  speak  against  this  commission  of 
the  Spirit,  though  you  could  not  truly  believe  it ; 
but  since  you  have  truly  believed  the  doctrine  de- 
clared by  tnis  commission  of  the  Spirit,  wherein  you 
have  received  in  your  understandmg  the  knowledge 
of  the  true  God,  in  his  form  and  nature,  and  the  right 
devil,  in  his  form  and  nature^  with  many  more  hea- 
venly mysteries  and  secrets  of  God's  dealings  with 
mankind  ;  and  in  that  you  have  believed  my  report, 
and  have  owned  m[e  to  be  the  last  true  prophet  that 
God  will  ever  send  to  this  bloody  unbelieving  world, 
while  this  world  doth  endure,  and  that  I  have  power 
to  give  you  a  blessing  of  everlasting  life,  both  by  word 
of  mouth,  and  by  writing,  by  this  I  do  know,  that  you 
do  set  to  your  seal  that  I  have  that  power  from  the 
true  God,  as  1  have  declared  in  all  my  writing;  there- 
fore your  request  in  this  thing  shall  be  granted  you. 
This  is  all  I  shall  say  unto  you,  my  dear  frknd  Mary 
Whitehead,  the  wife  of  James  Whiti^ead,  I  do  de- 
clare you  one  of  the  blessed  of  the  Lord,  both  in  soul 
and  body,  to  eternity* 

Written  hy 

LODOWICKE  MUGGLETON, 

One  of  the  two  last  Prophets  and  WUnesses  of  the  Spirit 
unto  the  High  and  Mi^ty  God  the  Man  Christ  Je$m 
in  Glory* 

London^  November  17,  1668. 
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[A  Copy  of  a  Letter  mritten  by  the  Prophet  tfidowicke 
Muggteton  to  Mrs4  Sarah  Delamaine,  Daughter  to 
Mr.  Alexander  Deltimainey  Senidr^  Wife  cf  Robert 
Delamcfine,  bearing  date  t)ecember  14,  1691* 

Dear  and  loving  friend  hi  the  eiirnalThahySd^^ 

YOUR  desire  it  was  to  me  to  give  you  the 
blessing  of  everlasting  life  in  writing,  nbtwitmtanding 
I  have  given  you  the  blessing  by  word  of  mouth  many 
yei^rs  ago,  which  I  was  unwilling  to  do';  but  you  be- 
ing so  urgent  upon  me  to  do  it,  made  me  promise  to 
give  yon  the  blessing  in  writing ;  so  that  I  have  coo^ 
isidered  that  you  have  read  in  that  book  which  your 
own  father  did  send  for>  those  letters  that  were  sent 
to  me  for  the  blessing  of  everlasting  life  to  eternity 
in  many  parts  of  Engltod  and  Ireland,  and  many 
other  parts  of  this  world,  which  .many  of  them  never 
saw  me  in  all  their  lives,  yet  were  satisfied  in  their 
minds,  and  had  the  assurance  of  eternal  life  abiding 
in  themselves  while  inthi?  natural  life,  by  believing 
in  this  commission  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  last 
commission  that  God  will  ever  send  unto  this  bloody, 
unbelieving  world,  while  this  world  doth  last ;  and 
that  book  which  your  husband  hath,  it  was  your 
father's  care  and  charge,  and  your  mother-in-law's 
too,  to  get  it  recorded  for  the  ages  to  come  after  my 
death,  and  it  will  be  found  at  the  last  dai^as  a  booK 
of  life  to  all  those  whose  names  are  recorded  therein, 
to  be  the  blessed  of  the  Lord,  because  they  shall  have 
their  part  in  the  first  Resurrection,  so  that  the  second 
death  shall  have  no  power  over  them ;  for  God  ivill 
raise  the  saints  and  the  elect  of  God  first,  before  he 
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doth  raise  one  reprobate  or  devil.  Aod  this  I  do 
know*  that  your  own  father  and  own  mother,  and 
your  qiother-in-law,  and  your  own  brother,  Alex- 
ander Delamaine,  cmd  your  own  husband,  Robert 
DetamaiDe,  will  aU  besarcd,  being  all  blessed  <rf'the 
Lord  to  eternity,,  in  that  they  truly  believed  in  this 
third  imd  last  commission  o£  the  Spirit  which  God 
will  WKX  teod*  whe«  they  were  alive»  while  this  world 
doth  last  or  end. 

And  yocr,  Sarah  Debhnaiiie,  the  oaly-daagbter  of 
your  fiither  Alexnder  Delamaini  that  b  alive,  doth 
truly  beUewe  in.  this  ccnniaission  of  the  Spirit,  uid 
that  God  IobMl  given  me  powet  to  pronounce  yoa 
Uened  to  etennfy,  as! I  have  done  to  many  others ; 
aad.yvor  dea&se  is,  that  I  wofuJd  give  you  theblesiti^ 
iDvinritiB^,  tUst  yaiL  mi^t  beniunbered  anioi^tt  the 
Massed  cl  the  Lnrd ;.  tberefore#;tb  satisfy  your  desire, 
atid .  iiL  obedience  to  my  conmiasion,  I  pconounce 
yoBv  Santh  D^iiaioe,  Uessed,  both  ia  aoul  and 
bodgir, .  to.iH  eternily. 

WtiUm  tym9t 
LOPOWICKE  MVGGLETON, 

Otte  of  the  two  last  tFitnessh  and  Prophets  of  the  Spiri 
mstothe  Bi^  and  Mighty  God,  the  JM»t  thrisi  Jtnm 

Zjond^^J^^       1^  1(01. 

'  FINIS. 
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Printed  by  W.  SMTTH,  King  Street,  Long  Acre. 
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